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My LoRDj 

A Hfi prefervation of our excelient coiifti-* 
tution, and the promotion of the public 
profperity and happtnefs^ being the avowed 
principles and purpofc of that mofl laudable 
aflbciatton of independent Members of Par- 
liament, which your Lordihip is at the head 
of, entitle you not only to the good wiflies, 
but to the affiftance, alfo, of every fmcere 
friend to Great Britain 5 and if in our idea 
of the conftitution we Jueiude the juft rights 
and prerogatives of the Crown, without 
which, the monarchy cannot fubfift* nor the 
liberty of the fubjeit be preferved j and giv* 
credit to the charges brought by either of the 
i tw» 
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two parties which now divide ParGanienf 
againft the other, tiiere never was a tim« 
when the interference of the independent and 
unattached Members of both Houfes way 
more neceflary. Thef& charged 1 fhall 
therefore briefly ftate, as I have heard thent 
urged by each party as the ground" of the 
meafures I mean to luggeft for a:verting thofe 
calamities, which both agree ape impending 
over us. The old Whigs> as they call thcm- 
felves, it is laid, have been uniform in the 
purfuit of their plan of lowering the King's 
authority, by depriving th« Crown of its 
influence, ever fince their expuliloti from 
Minlftry by the Earl of Bute. The affe£lation 
of Patriotifm, and a zeal for the liberty of 
the people, or. more properly^ for their own 
power over their Sovereign, is allowed to be 
fair game in every oppofition ? for as they 
receive nocmoluments for their fervices» the 
breath of the multitude is as-fletuler a diet; 
as even courtiers could wifli them to have ttf 
fubfift on. But when an oppofition get^ into* 
office, and the King trufts them with tfhe 
exerciie of his power, the farce is- at an end, 
jind, after a few aukward a^logie», and a 
few ineffcfliual votes with old conac£lions, 

by 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



{ 3 ] 
tiy way ef con^Aency, the bufincfs of <5o- 
wemmecit is expeded to be taJcen up, and 
carried on in the u^ual way. Such, how- 
wer, wasjiot the conduft of the old Whigs, 
when they came into offipe in 1765, for, 
connefted by many ties of relalionfhip, they 
ionad thcmfelves the mdl numerous body 
ia Parliament, except the dependants of the 
Crown, and therefoiv they imagined that if 
they could augment their ovfci power by 
mcafuree fubveriive ypf the King's authori- 
ty, they would lb reduce the influence of 
the Crown to an inferiarity, or at leaft to an 
equaiity with th^nifelves, that they would 
hy the Crown under the noceflity of conti- 
nuing them in employment, for, they in op- 
fofition could, upon all popular queilious, 
when the country gervtlemen would go with 
them, defeat the Minifter ; but ihey in admi- 
vjfiratim could defy all oppofition. Hence 
it is iaid that they facrifieed the revenue 
to their popularity i» the cyder Countries 
by tW repeal of that moft equal tax.uponit, .lud 
that they facrifieed the commerce, revenue, 
juid fbvereignty of Great Britain, to popur 
larity with the American faction, by the re- 
•eai.of the ftamp tax. Their fljort continu- 
* ? aiice 
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iinGc did not permit them to do much moft^ 
mifchief, and their being out of power fron^ 
the year 1776 to the year iy%i, left them 
without the mieans of purfuing their plan any 
farther than by fomenting aiid abetting the 
rebellion in America, and lending fome of 
their party to the Minifter to defeat his plans 
for fobduing is. The hard conditions they 
impofed upon the King when they canie into 
power in 1782, were in perfeft conformity 
to their plan of inthralling Majefty, and the 
eagernefs with which they framed and pur-e 
fued meafures for reducing the King's influ- 
ence, is too well known to require being 
particularly mentioned. They indeed fo cf-^ 
feftually employed the power of the fove^ 
reign, to deftroy his authority and influence, 
that in their Ihort continuance in office, they 
found means to reduce the number attached 
by offices to the Crown, in the Houfe of 
Commons, below the number neceflary to 
form an Houfe, and by depriving all revenue 
officers, whether freeholders or freemen, of 
their votes at eleftions, they did not leave 
any other Minifter the power of fccuring even 
his own feat in it. And had they fucceeded 
iu leizing into their own hands the whole reve- 
nue 
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BUG of India, they would have confirmed 
themfelves in office for life. The immediato 
confequences of their meafures were fuch aa 
the party intended ; for when the coalition 
adminiflration was difmifTed in 1784, the 
new Minifter, Mr, Pitt, found a determined 
majorlry againft him ; and fo open were they 
jn avowing their purpofe of reducing the 
King to a dependancc upon their party, that 
they carried a refolution to the ciFeft of in- 
fifting that the King bad not a right to ap- 
point any minifter they did not recommend j 
and to force His Majefty to acquiefcence, 
they threatened to withhold the fuppUes and 
dlftjand the army. Of the democratic prin- 
cipies of this party, therefore, the mini- 
fterialifts aiTert there can be not doubt, and' 
that it is the duty of every well-wifher to 
the monarchy to keep a ftriift watch over 
them, 

Mr. Pitt*s purpofe to reduce tbe Crown to 
a dependancc on him, it is faid by the oU 
Whigs, though more concealed, is not the Icfs 
to be apprehended. If he does not diminilh its 
power, he takes care to prevent the Crown 
from exercifing it by any other than himjelf 
4ihne, 
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0lmet by filling all the de^rttUents of (he 
Covemment with me^ not only attache^ 
to, ^d dependent upon, bimfelf, but iiich 
9& are io incapable of d^fchar^ng the duties 
of, their offices, that they arc furc no othw 
jninifter would continue them» and there- 
fore can have no hope of remaining buf 
from fupportitig him ; for ihould the King 
be difpleafed with Mr. Pitt, which of the 
other Minifters, they aik, could he fend to 
to fupply his place for a day ? fo that Mr, 
Pitt by his management has reduced the King 
ito the neceflity of either continuing HimfifU 
M'mifiery or of making an entire and totaj 
change of his admiiiiftration, a thing highly 
difagreeable and difgraceful to the Crown, 
Mid not to be done but from gyeat neceffity. 

It is befide my purpofe to examine or con- 
trovert the truth of ekher party's charge 
againft the other; but the whole nation will 
make an exception in the laft in favour of that 
great Atlas of the conftitution, and ornament 
of the wooliack, whofe brilliant wit, V3ft com- 
prehenfion, found judgement, and inflexible 
integrity, give equal dignity and ftrength tQ 
the Crown, and J^curixy to fhe liberties an4 
properties 
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properties of (he people l but whatever be the 
ddigns of the parties, the injurious effedls 
of the curEailments of the iuffuence of the 
CroWn alresdj begin to fhew themfelves, and 
call for iiftmediate remedy. A long Cburfc 
of farltameiitary proceedings having decidrt! 
againft the Lords* iuterfering in fhe grant of 
money to th^ Crown J the Membefs of that 
Houfe have had no other waj^ of preferviirg 
their own importance on thoie occafions^ 
(han hy placing in the Houfe of Commons 
the younger branches of their families, and 
for whom the paWic Boards oirered office^ 
fuftable to theif rank and talents, aiid tt \» 
Very remarkable that almoft all the great 
minifters this country ever produced, wer6 
yotmger brothers, ajid thefe gentlemen, at 
the fame tjme they maintained the balance 
agamft the prevailing power of the demo- 
cracy by prefcrving the influence of tliri 
Lords, gave cfFcaual fupport to the King*? 
meafurei, and were a creditable connexion 
for his Minifter. The abolition of the Board 
of Trade, Board of Green Cloth, and Board 
of Police, with fo many of the other ap- 
pendages of the Court, has deprived thefe 
geniiemen of the expeftation of obtainir^ 
office 
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office, by getting into the Houfe «f C-olri- 
mons, and the great Lords, finding they can- 
not obtain a comfortable provifion for thetf 
relations, by fending them into Parliament, 
wUl probably give up the idea of maintaining 
an influence there, mi fell their feati to ttt 
bell Hddir. Thefe bidJin will probably be 
the plunderers of the Eaft, and the fpend- 
thrifts of the Weft, who ftek a fcreen for 
their peculation,orproteaionfor their perfons ; 
General Officers, without regiments, who 
calculate upon obtaining them during the 
time of the Parliament, and fo to lay their 
money well out; Ueutenant Colonels, who 
feek promotion; and Naval Officers, who 
wiffi to enjoy the fortunes they have made, 
without more fighting: or fuch as expeft 
profitable commands in csfe of a war, or lu- 
crative ftations in times of peace. Thefe, 
with mafqued contraflors and fubfcription- 
feekers, will make up the great body of the 
Commons ; and it wiU be no wonder to find 
the ancient country Gentlemen of large ef- 
tates eager to leave fuch company, and be- 
come Peers. But what will then become of 
the dignity and independence of the Houfe 
,f Commons ! and where are we to bokfor 

the 
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-rfie fupporters of public liberty, and the op- 
perfers of the encroachments of die Crown ? 
It, 'therefore, appears, from this limple de-> 
du£tion, that the meafuresj which have foj^ 
{j^e'ir avowed objefl; the diminiihing the in- 
fluence of the -Crown, will, in their ^onfe- 
,quences, render the Commons a mme depen- 
dent body than they have ever been upon it j 
and therefore, before the evil t^es root, and 
,the malady becomes incurable, 1 truft, your 
iiluftrious body will tiare id ft^Oe the Conjli' 
ftuttoMf by bravely combating popular |jrejudi- 
-oes and extirpating thofe empiric remedies, 
■which, by pretending to cure it of an ima» . 
ginary difeafe, have endangered its health. 
Let it, then, be your firft motion to alk leave 
•to bring in a bill to amend Mr. Burke's Re- 
form A&f by reoftoring thofe three Boards, 
with a capacity to their nlembers to £t in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

The reftralnt laid upon the Crown, in the 
^rant of Pensions, hy that a£t, ought alfo to 
be taken off; for .it has a moft mifchievous 
operation refpedling the puUic bufinefs. Old 
-aud ^thful ferrvants can no longer locik up 
;to a competent provifiou for themfelves or 
c fanji- 
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families; and fuch as become inefficient, can- 
not be removed, without the greateft cruelty, 
for want of an adequate compenfation. It 
is true, the King may ftill grant penfions ; 
■ but if he does grant any, exceeding the paltry 
fum of three hundred pounds, which will 
nett the receiver not above two hundred 
pounds, the Minifler muft ftate it to Parlia- 
ment, and expofe himfelf to the cavil and 
abufe of Oppolition ; a fituation which every 
Miniftcr will avoid, \jpon every poffible oc- 
calion : fo that as long as a man can either 
fee or hear, he may exped to be obUged to 
continue in his office, or quit it without any 
thing to live upon. 

But when you have thus reftored the dig- 
nity of the Houfe of Commons, and efficien- 
cy to the Public Offices, the rendering thofe 
offices the careful depofitories of all tranfac- 
tions in them, and communications made to 
them, will be a moft eflential fervice to the 
King and Nation ; for by fo doing, you will 
put every fucceedJng officer in pofleffion of 
the knowledge and experience of his prede- 
ceflor, and if the confidential commis are re- 
tained. 
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tained» the people will not fufier materially 
by any change in the principals. 

Before the acceflion of his prefent Majefty, 
it had been the praftice of every Secretary 
of State, when he'refigned the feals, to carry 
out of the office as many of the original pa- . 
pers and letters which came into it during his, 
adminiftration, as he thought fit, confidering 
all the correfpondence addrefled to him, as 
Secretary of State, as his private property. 
This praftice was intended to be put a flop 
to, by a fignification of the King's pleafure, 
after Mr. Pitt's refignation, '* That no ori- 
ginal papers ihould be taken away by any fu- 
ture Secretary of State, but that he might 
have copies of whatever he defired." This 
order was followed by another regulation, the 
eftablifliment of the Paper Office ; the occa- 
fion of which is ib curious a faft, and will lb 
clearly Ihew the little care which had been 
taken of public documents, that I (hall 
ftate it particularly. My very good friend 
and . former colleague, Mr, John Pownall, 
whofe great talents, and conjprehcnfive know-. 
ledge, rendered the Board of Trade {o highly 
beneficial to this country for many years, 
having occgfion to refer to fome tranfa£tion 
c 3 before 
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before the Reftoration, expefted to fin'd an 
account of it in the books of the Privy Goun- 
cil, in which, until that time, the whole ex- 
ecutive government was abforbcd. 

Upon inquiry at the office, he was inforfti-i 
«d, there Were no books there of fo old a 
date; hut one of the clerks told him, there 
were feveral old books in a room over the old 
gateway into Privy Garden, which was then 
ftanding, and that it was probable he might 
find what he wanted there. My indefatigable ■ 
friend immediately climbed up the rotten^ ■ 
ftaircafe, and finding the door of the room 
feftened by a lock, which had not been open- 
ed for many years, and to which there was 
no key to be found, procured a fmith to break 
jt open with his fledge-hammer ; which be- 
ing done, he was covered with a' cloud of 
duft, raifed by a flock of pigeons, who had 
long made that room (the windows being 
broken) their dwelliiig place. When the' 
cloud was diffipated, he removed die filth, 
and there found the books he was in fearch 
of, with many other ancient and public re-<' 
cords. Mr, Pow nail acquainted Mr. Gren- 
ville with the difcovery he had made ; and 
|hat gre^t and excellent Minifter, who was 
always 
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aSwajs aeceflibte to men of talents and cx- 
pcrieuce, and received, with thankfulnefs^ 
whatever ufeful information they brought 
bint, and gave it the attention its importance 
itieyited, immediately concerted with him tho 
plan of the Paper Office, for the receptioa 
and prefervation of fuch papers as might be 
(pared from the feveral public offices. Thefe 
two meafures, it might be fuppofed, would 
have rendered any further provifion for their 
prefervation unnecei&ry. But a late tranfac- 
tion, which I was ordered to give fome accouuB 
of before the Houfe of Lords, and fomo 
others, which are not yet known tothepub* 
lie *, has (hewn that fomething is ftill want- 
ing, and thaty 1 humbly apprehend, is, a 
rcfolution of one or both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, declaring, ** That all original papers; 
*' of a public nature, that are received in- 
*• to any of the public offices, are the 
" property of the Crown ; and that to re- 
*• move them, or deftroy them,- without 

• Ilately spplied foracopy of my evidence before iha 
Cooiidittee of the Houfe of Commons, in the year i ;6j|, 
upon the llateof the American colonies - when I was told 
that the proceedings of that raoft important Committes 
fras not to Ik found. 

•* His 
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His Majefty*s command, is a high crime and 
xaifdemeanor. 

As my evidence upon the occaflon alluded 
to, as well as my condufl towards the Earl 
of Shelbume has been much canvafled and 
mifreprefented, I fhall here take the li- 
berty of giving a full hiftory of my fituation, 
and tranfadions wtthhis Lordlhip. 

Every one who Is at all acquainted with 
the conftitution of this government, muft 
know, that all warlike preparations, every 
military operation, and every naval equip- 
ment, muft be direfted by a Secretary of State 
before they can be undertaken. Neither the 
Admiralty, Treafury, Ordnance, Navy or 
Vidualling Boards can move a ftcp with- 
out the King's commands fo ligni6ed. 
The heads of the threie firft Boards are ge- 
nerally of the Cabinet, and confequently in- 
formed of what is intended ; but the Con- 
ftitution requires that two other Members of 
each fliould fign any order ifl'ued by the Board 
to give it validity. Hence arlfes the almoft 
jmpoffibility of keeping our defigns a fecret 
from ihe enemy- As it was jny duty to pre-^ 
pare 
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pare aH fuch orders, I reprefented Co Lord 
George Germaine the great advantage the 
enemy had over us, and theimprobabHity of 
our enterprifcs ever fucceeding under fuch a 
practice, and I propoifed a method of carrying 
on the bufinef^ where fecrecy was required, 
which his Lordftiip adopted, and the whole 
Cabinet and His Majefty approved ; and I have 
the great fatisfa£lion to reflofl, that not one 
of our fecret expeditions were difcovered or 
defeated. It was owing to that plan that al- 
though the preparations for the fuccour and 
maintenance of Gibrahar, were the greateft 
ever known ; the fecret was fb well kept, that 
the great rcftorer of the charafter and difciplinc 
ofthe Britifh navy, the gallant, butperfecu ted, 
Rodney, was ablctofurprifetheSpanifh Ad- 
miral,* and that St. Lucia and St. Euftatlus 



* In juAice to the memory of a man who poSelled the 
beft talents foi executive bufinefs that I ever was acijuaint- 
ed with, Mr. Richard Atkinfon, I think it proper to men- 
tion the preparation of one article, which, with the Corgin, 
was fo fuccefsfully employed in the deftruAion of the 
enemy. The article was coals, with which it was found 
the Mr. Foxes had a contrail for fupplying Gibraltar. 
To have dedred the contrat^ors to provide them, would 
hare been to tell all the world where they were going, at 
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<lfrere likewife furprifed.* I iincerely hope, 
thatbeforethis country 19 engaged m another 
irar, all thofe whom I }iad the honour to 
i&rve with, andmyielf, may be beyond the 
xeach of its alarms ; but whenever that mif- 
-fortuue happens, the plan will be found where 
it was my duly to depojite it. An elpecid. 
■confidence was, in confequencc of this plan, 
neceflarily placed in me; and therefore, al- 
though it was my wifli to have retired when 
Lord Sackville refigned the feals, as I ima- 
gined fuch a change of meafures would fol- 

ihe fame time the fending them from any other peribn .was 
a violation of the contra^. To preferve the fecret, an«l 
avoid giving offence to the contra6i:ors,Mr. Atkinfon ofer- 
ed to procure the coals in quality of agent for theMr. Foxes, 
and to give to them the advantage of the piirchafe, with* 
out making any charge for commilCon, when the bufinefa 
was ei:ecate<l, and he a£lually procured the coalr accord- 
ingly. 

* The orders to the General and Admiral (thofe to .the 
latter from the Admiralty, being only, a ttanfcript ofthe 
Secretary of Slate's letter to that Board) were difpatched 
to Porcfmouth wilhin ttuo hours after the refolution.ofthe 
Council was reported and approved by the King, and 
it was owing to.that extraordinary fpeed, that the expe- 
dition arrived in time to fend after and ovtrtake^heDjatcb 
0eet, which bad failed two days before. 

low. 
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low, as I rfiould feel g^eat repugnance in cSf- 
ryiug into execution; yet I fubmitted my 
continuance or removal to his Majefty's good 
pleaiure; and my repugnance to continue 
was not a little increafcd by the appreheniion 
that Mr. Dundafs, who had been the occa- 
fion of his Lordihip's refignation, was to be 
his fucceflfor. But I foon perceived by his 
friend Mr. Atkinfbn's convcrfation, that a 
new diftribution of the three Secretaries' offi- 
ces was in that gentleman'scontemplation, and 
that he meant to content himfelf with the 
6ttor of the Eaft-India rofe, without en- 
dangering the pricking his finger with the 
American thorn ; though he had no objec- 
tion to its reprefeniative, the thiftle, of his 
own country; the well-known qualitiesaf 
that plant to ofend thofe who touch it gently 
but to do no injury to thofe who fjueeze it 
hard, being very much to his mind. I was 
however made happy by the appointment of 
Mr. Ellis, and was honoured with the King's 
approbation of my continuing in the, office. 
The fhort time the adminiftraiion lafted af- 
ter Mr. Ellis's- appointment, did not allow 
the Public much opportunity of profiting 
by his found judgement and great espefience; 
d but 
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but his recommendation of Sir Guy Carle-- 
ton to be Commander in Chief in North 
Aihcrica, was a fervice that met with gene-, 
ral applaufe, and gave a promife of better 
fuccefs in the next campaign, than in any 
that had preceded it. Sir Guy was not. 
failed, nor had he received his full inftruc- 
tions, when Mr. Ellis refigned. As the change 
of Adminiftration was general, and the whole 
oppofition was to come in, and the Earl of 
Shelburnc was faid to be the American Secre- 
tary, I begged Mr. Ellis to requeft from t!ie 
King permiffion for me to retire. The ftrong 
part 1 had taken againft the American rebel- 
lion made me particularly obnoxious; and 
my having done the only vigorous adl of the 
late Adminiftration againft its abettors in 
England, by feizing Captain Hutchins and 
his papers, •without any warrant at all, in 
defiance of all the bad law, and faiSious ora- 
tory that had been bellowed out againft gC' 
neral warrants^ was not likely to have con^ 
ciliated the noble Earl's good will, or that of 
hh friends ; and as I had no title to their 
friendlhip, neither had I any claim upon 
their gratitude, for I had done my utmoft to 
keep them out of office ; and if every one of 

the 
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King*s iervarits had afted with the lame zeal, 
orthofe who-didnot had been puniftied as 
theydeferved; I am well perluadedthat neither 
the Earl himfelf, nor his particular friends 
would have feen the infidc of the Cabi- 
net Council Chamber. Knowing fo much 
of each other, therefore, as we did, it was 
not poffible for that mutual confidence to 
grow up, or fubfift between us, which is 
fo effential to the fituation I flood in, the 
moft important of all the fubordinate offices 
of the State. But asl knew how injurious 
to the King's fervice and the public affairs 
my then withdrawing mufl be, I begged Mr. 
Ellis to acquaint his Majefty, that, I fhould 
remain in the office to bring up all the de- 
pending bufinefs, and to give every in- 
formation I was poflefTed of, to whoever 
his Majefly fhquld think fit to appoint 
his Secretary of State, as long as my 
attendance fhould be defir^. I was there- 
fore found in the office by the Earl of 
Shelburne when he brought the leals to 
Whitehall. Our perfons were not unknown 
to each other; I had furnifhed his Lordfhip 
iti the year 1763, with fome materials for 
his fpeech in approbation of the pe^ce^ and 
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he had given me jn return a commiflion to 
execute in Paris, which, if I had attempted, 
would probably have procured me an intro- 
doftioa to Mr. de Sartine*s acquaintance, 
and a cheaper lodging than the Hotel dc Tours, 
■where I refided with my noble friend and 
patron Lord Grofvenor ; we therefore met 
as old acquaintance. 

His Lordfliip informed me that the Ame- 
rican Department and the Board of Trade 
were to be fuppreffed, and all the bufinefs; 
transferred to the Southern Department as 
formerly ; that it was his intention to make 
a critical furvey of the three offices, and re- 
tain thofe of the beft abilities in each, and 
make a complete and perfect eftablifhmenc 
out of the three ; but that the fupernumera- 
ries who had behaved well ihould be amply 
recompenfed for the lofs of their offices. I 
begged his Lordfhip would be fo good as to 
leave «ie out in his furvey, as it was my 
wifli to retire ; he replied quickly, fure t 
would not think of leaving the office at fuch 
9 time, and in fuch a, ftate-^^I faid, hy na 
means ; I had promifed to the King that I 
Tvoold give his I^rdlhip every information 

h« 
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he deiired, and would remain as long as he 
thought my attendance neceffaiy; but that I 
muft detire his Lordihip would not think of 
employing me in any new or confidential mai' 
Ur, He fmiled, and aflced me what were 
my reaibns for that ? — I had two, but I chofe 
to give his Lordftiip only one, which was, 
that his Cabinet was a very numerous one, 
and fome of the Members had never been 
accuflomed to fecrets of State, and that in 
my long acquaintance with miniftcrs, I !iad 
ever found a State fecret very burthenrome 
to a new Cabinet CounieUor, and that, either 
through vanity or imprudence, it was proba- 
ble their confultations would get abroad^ 
and it Was not unlikely that I fliould be 
charged with having divulged them. He 
laughed heartily, and went away fay 
ipg, he. dared to fay every thing would 
be very fafe with me. My ftipulation 
was, I believe, uuneceffary ; for his Lord- 
ihip had not, I imagine, any intention of 
confiding his fecrets to me ; but as I had 
made the Jiipulation, I confidered myfelf at 
liberty to deny any charge of being in his 
confidence^ which was the thing I aimed at; 
for, after pofleffing the fuUeft confidence of 
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an Earl of Hlllftiorough, an EM of Dart- 
mouth, and a Lord George Germain, I could 
not brook the fu^icion of being the repofi- 
tory or advifer of the State artifices of th.c 
Earl of Shelburne. ■ ■ 

' jAfter the arrival of that very intelligent, at- 
tentive, and obliging gentleman, Mr. Ne- 
pean, my attendance at Shelburne Houfe 
was no longer neceffary, and I took the firft 
opportunity to rcqueft his Lordlhip to dif- 
penfe with it, 'and I believe "he was as well 
pleafed to get rid of me, as I was to be gone, 
and for a fimilar reafon; fm- 1 was daily fub- 
jedl to the ' mortification ■ of feeing perfons 
pafs through the room wKcre I was kept in 
waiting, fome of whom, if my advice had 
teen taken by the late Adminiftration, or I 
had been at liberty to have followed my own, 
(hould have come into my preftnce upon a 
very different footing. One - circumftance 
that happened, and as it wa? followed by 
another the moft highly gratifying to me,* 
and as both were public, I will mention. 
The American merchants had one day come 
up to wait upon his Lordihip with a ftate of 
their fituation with the xevolted Colonies, 

and 
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Biid tb reqveft his attention to their' interefts 
in any negotiation he might eater into. Oa 
their return ' from their conference, they 
pafled through the room in which I was at- 
tending as ufuai, amufing myfelf with my 
own thoughts, and as I was well known to 
them all, ;they flopped to Ipeak to rae, and 
told me; .^ith an air of ridicule, that they 
had juft learned how very ill I had done my 
bufinefs, for they had been told that every 
thing in the American Office was in fuch 
confufion, that it was impoffible for his 
Lordftiip, :as yet, to pt^fs himfelf of any 
information, or to do any bufmefs*. The 
next Sunday I weijt to pay my duty to die 
Queen, and being flopped at the entrance 
into the upper drawing room by the crowd, 
I could get no farther than the pafla^ 

* Conceiving, I prefume, that the djfpofition of the 
office papers fhould bear'<a Arid analogy to the arrange- 
ment of the principal's ideas, his Lorflfliip ordered all 
the books and papers of the Soard of Trade to be tpkcn 
out of the prefles and thrown in heaps h'tggUsy p£jktf 
on the floor? of the chambers, in which ftate they re- 
mained, while I had any acquaintance with the office. 
His Lordihip's fucceflbr, it in:iy be fuppofed, has lince 
had them placed in the mod exa£t and methodical ordet, 
to cortefpond with the clear arrangement of his own ideac. 

^ .. " wher^ 
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where the Earl of Shelbume wag forced 
againft me, and I, with much difficulty, got 
Inborn for his Lordfhip to come before me, in 
which fituation we were, with my chin over his 
Lordftiip's (houlder, when His Majcfty came , 
up to him, and after fpeaktng to him about the 
country, perceiving me, with his ufuat great 
goodriefs and condefcenfion to me, he railed 
his voice, and faid to his Lordfliip, with zlock 
of benignity to me, ** You found the Ame- 
** rican Office in pretty good order, I believe.** 
** Oh, yes. Sir," replied the Earl, " m tht 
** moft ffrfe3 order :" to which 1 added, as 
His Majefty looked as if he intended I ihouW 
j(«n in the converfation, and I was happy in 
the opportunity of doing juftice to the merit 
of two worthy friends, ** That Mr. Pownall 
** had regulated the office fo extremely well 
*' at its firft eftabliflunent, that nothing 
*' more was neceflary than to keep every 
" thing in the fame order; and that Mr. 
** Pollock, who had the care of the ffipers, 
•' and of making up the -difpatchcs, was fo 
" extremely attentive and diligent, that, in 
*' the whole of the twelve years I had been 
** Under Secretary, I ijever knew him kave 
•* out a lingle inclofure, but in one in- 
<* ftancc :*• 
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■** ftanfie ;" upon which, his Majefty, tiirn- 
ing to liord Shelburne, faid, " Tiat was very 
** diKgent and careful indeed, to make only 
*' one hiiflake in twelve years." "Yes, Sir,*' 
faid his Lordfliip* •* but that diligence and 
''* attention which is fo uicful to others, is 
** generally prejudicial to the perfons them- 
" felves; andMr. Pollock has fufFered greatly 
*' in his health.'* *• Why," replied the 
King, " that was h's czCe" looking moft 
gracioufly towards me, " for I remember him 
" in a vety bad ftate of health ; but he now 
** ieems quite well." " Yes, Sir," rejoined 
i ; " and Mr* Pollock is alfo very much reco* 
*' vered, and perfedily capable of doing the 
•* imiinefs of the office.*' i need not add,^ 
that Mr. Pollock waa not put upon the fup- 
preffed lift* 

HisLofdfhipi not being very per&£fciilthe 
geography of America, as all the world now ' 
knows, I took the pains to trace out, upon 
the maps before him, every port, ftation, and 
mode ofcommunication throughout the whole 
feat of the war, and explained to him the 
plans which Lord SackviUe had concerted 
■for carrying it on, and the meafures which 
e had 
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had been taken, and the preparations which 
had been made for the next campaign, with 
which he was fo much pleafed, that he de- 
fired I would meet Sir Guy Carleton, and go 
over the whole again with them both, which 
I accordingly did ; and Sir Guy entered fo 
entirely into th^ idea, that he went out with 
a full purpofe of purfuing it, and, as I un- 
derftopd, with his Lordfhip's concurrence, 
notwithftanding the refolution of the Houfe 
of Commons againft offenfive operations ; 
and as he hath both zeal to incite,, ability to 
plan, and judgement to execute, there could 
have been no doubt of his fucceeding ; but 
he had fcarcely landed at New York, before 
he received orders from his Lordfhip to defift 
from all military enterprizes. 

Upon the fubjeft of making peace with 
America, his Lordlhip was pleafed to aik my 
opinion ; and I told him that I had laid two 
projeds before Lord George Germain, f^e 
one was, to divide the eaftern fide of the 
Continent into three great Governments, a 
northern, a middle, and a fouthem one, and 
to put each upon the fame footing with Ire- 
Und. The other was, to treat upon the 
footing 
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footing of the a/; ^(T^dt/w, which his Lord- 
fhip liked the beft; atid with that view, had 
ordered the attack of Peiiobfcott, the eftablifh- 
ment of a port on the Chefapeak, and the 
expeditions for the recovery of Georgia and 
South Carolina ; and that the retaining them, 
with the iflands of New York, Statin, Long 
JHand, Canada, and Nova Scotia, would, I 
was convinced, feeure to this country all the 
trade of America which was worth having, 
at a much lefs charge to the Nation, than 
we had hitherto been at for that country. He 
aiked me, jf I thought America would treat 
with us, upon fuch grounds ? I faid, that / 
bad good reafon to believe they ivould^ or 
that Mr, deVergennes would oblige them to 
do fo i for his Lordfhip would fee, in Mr. 
f^urens's papers*, that the French Minifter 

had 

• Mr.Laurens, whenPrefidentof the American Coii- 
grefe, maJe copies of all iKe difpatches he received from 
the Cocnmiflioners at Paris, and of all the difpatches he 
tranfmitted to them, which, with other intcrefling 
papen, were with him in a trunk, when the veflel, which 
was carrying him to France, was taken off the Banks of 
Newfoundland. When he found the capture of the fhi^: 
inevitable, he threw the trunk into the Tea, which an in- 
trepid £ nglifh tailor obferving, plungej in after it, and 
fz rMovere4 
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had declafcd to the Ametioan CoHimiffioner^, 
that France was incapable of giving ihef$ fur- 
ther qfjijiance^ and they muft do the beft they 
could for thejnlelves j ajid Siat the pnly hope 
the Congcefs noiv had pf maintaining theic 
independence, was upon the inactivity or in- 
ability of pur of^cers in carrying on the war^ 
pr the retardments thrown in the way of its. 
decifion, by fuch as had an intereft in it^ 
pontinuance ; but that making an example oi: 
two, would prefently deprive the rebels of 
even that hope. His Lordfhip fhook his head, 
and faid, America would never agree to any 
thing lefs than total independence. ^\s.j did 

lecorered it, anJ it was brought tq England with Mr. 
I^urens, and delivered to me. The papers were all care- 
fully dried, and felefled for the inrpedioii of Hii Majeft; 
and the Miniflers j and the information they contained, 
was deemed of the utmofi importance, Mr. Laurens makes 
no fecret of faying they ■were all given baek to htm. Afrf- 
t!s of *heni, however, may be found wheie it ought tq 
be. That vecy able negociator, Mr. Forth, who pol!^^ 
the efleem and confidence of both Maurepas and Vergen- 
nes, and was in negotiation with thofe Mioifters, whet> 
the famous defenfive refolution was come to in the Houftt 
pf Commons, can tellify what probability there was that 
^biy would have ohligeil the Americans to accept of peace 
upon the fooling of the uti pojjijtlit^ when that refoIu(iff» 
W^S piflet'. 
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ve not fend for him a year ago f be aouI4 
then have done iopaething for us, bqt now it 
was COD late, 

The Quebec difpatches of the laft year, 
. which I had undertaken to prepare anfwer^ 
to, had been a month with his i^rdniip, 
without my being able to get any dire^ions 
from him refpetaing the anfwcrs to be given^ 
He had appointed me a dozen momjngs at 
kaft; to read oyer the letter^ with htm, but 
he had as often feut me away without open-* 
jng the boxes. I at lafl receive^ a melTagc 
jit eleven o'clock on a Sunday night, to come 
fo him immediately ; but as I had ever made 
it a rule, while 1 was Under Secretary, nei* 
^er to go to the office, nor to do any bufi? 
nefs that was noj neceffary to be immediately 
(lifpatched, upon that folemn day, I retumr 
pd h;s Lordihip for anlwer, that I was jufl 
going to read prayers to my &mily, and 
would wait upon him early the next mornings 
The roeflenger inftantly came back, with his 
Lordfiiip';! compliments, and that he did not 
know it was fo late when he fent, but would 
be glad to fee me the next morning. The 
pgxt mprniug I acC9rdingly went ; when hi^ 
f^rdfbip 
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Lordihip obfcrving the diipatches to be very 
v<JuraiDOus, afked me, if i could not give 
him ibme account of them ? and I gave Iiioi 
my frechf by which I meant to anfwer th.m, 
vith which he was vaftly pleafed ; and told 
mc to draw fach letters as I thou^t nt^ and 
bring them to him. I then faid^ he muft 
firft tell roe what I was to fay upon particular 
topics, (which I named) for it was my duty 
to cAey his direftions. He confidered a little, 
and tlien told me to do as I thought beft my- 
ielf. I prepared the drafts accordingly, and 
lent them to his I^rdftiip's houfe, where they 
remained fbme days, without receiving any 
dire^icHis refpeding them ; fo to fave my-t 
fclf from blame, I wrote the following note, 
and iemt it in a box to his Lordihip ; 

•• The Quebec merchant* have repeated 
** their application for tlie irpmediate filing 
^* of-the convoy, without waiting for any 
•■ ihips that are not ready. Your Lordihip 
•• will be pleafed to recoUeft, that there are 
" feveraldrafts with you, waiting your Lordr 
•' fhip's corredion, before they can be writ-? 
** ten for your figning. There will be two 
♦* mpFC official letters, which Mr. Knos prop 
»' pofes 
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** pofe to prepare, when he gets anfwcrs 
•* from the Treafury aud Commander ia 
.*' Chief, which will complete what relates 
** to pajl meafur4St and he does mt tbuik it 
** 'wculd be proper ta ism to prepare any later 
,*' reJpeSing the future ^ lefi it fiould have ,the 
•* appearance of obtrudt^ ittio your LorJ^p^t 
•' confidence^ wb'icb he has aiiaays carefuHf 
** avoided, as unbecoming in bis prefexi 7&s- 
•* atUm^* 
iSd) April, i7<z. 

This produced an order for me to ciBnc ta 
him. When he looked oper the draits, he 
laid they were very feulible aiid vciy well 
drawn, but he ihould conlider them by him- 
iclf. He did fo ; and ibme days afterwards 
produced them with very material altera- 
tions ; and when I p(»nted out to hun 
tlte want of confiilency between the parts, 
he put them in his pocket, laying he 
ihopld write fomething himlclf. And ia 
ended my official attendance; for the ue:.t 
day I found Mr. Ord in my Room, when 
I went to the office ; his Lordlhip ibon came 
down, and fending for me, told me how 
much 
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ffaiidh he ^as obliged to me* and that ihy 
behaviour had iriade a Very deep impreffion 
on his mind* and afked me if Iwlflied him to 
do any thing for me. t txp'refCed ray fenfe 
of his Lordfliip's gbodnefs to m6, hut told 
him that as the King had been & very coin- 
{milionate and kind to me^ I could not think 
of being any farther charge tQ His Majefty ; 
that it \irould make me happy tp receive fucfc 
a permanent mark of His Majefty'^ approba- 
tion of my conduft as had not unufually been 
given to Under Secretaries, and offered to others 
who had declbed it j but that as I could not 
now tell what part of my American property 
might be reftored jto me, I would not at pre- 
feut foUicit it, but I begged bis .I^ord^ip 
Would befeech His Majefty to have me In hia 
remembrance upon fome future occafiori* 
His Lrfjfdfhip was lo~ very obliging as to fay 
that "he cbnlidcred the pehfioris given to Mrs. 
Knox andjiie, as given to nie as an Amerl-* 
tan'fiifferer r^aiid that when the compenfatiori 
Yo be"made ibr the fupprcfled offices was fet- 
tled,' as'thcexpence would be provided ftr 
by Parliameht,' I might rely upon his taking 
care that Ireceived ample compfinfation for 
iny office of Under Sccrctaiy, for, added his 
, "" " ' '" 'LordDiip, 
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Lordfhip, you will take notice that you are not 
^mperfeded: Mr. Ord is not yo^xr fuccejfor, 
ymr office is fupprejfed. His Lordftip was ap- 
pointed to the Treafury belbre the compen- 
iation for the fuppreflfed offices was fettledi 
knA I was the only ferfon to whom nothing 
Was given ; and when I underAood that to b« 
thi cafe, I writ the following letter to Mr. 
Rofe, then Secretary to the Treafuiy, and 
reeeired the ibllowing anfwer. 



5 March, 1783. 
SIR, 
LETTERS having been written to the 
Secretary of the late Board of Trade, and to 
my colteague, for Uie hQ. {y& months, 9s Uti- 
der Secetary of State in the American Depart- 
ment, and to all the clerks who have been de- 
prived of their lituationsin thofe offices by their 
AippreiHon, acquainting thrra that the Lords 
Commiffioricrs af the Tnaiury had m»da 
diem all allowances in compcniatioii of di^ 
incomes they had been deprived of; and no 
iiich letter having, cotae tp me* 1 am coiv* 
fixaioed to jpue you ibe trvubk ef tbn letter- 
/ ■ to 
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to requeft the favour of you to move their 
I^rdfliips to permit you to inform me on 
what account it is that I, who had ferved as 
Under Secretary to every Secretary of State 
rfiat has filled the American department, 
frcMn its inftitution to its fuppreffion, and 
even attended the Earl of Shelbume when that 
department was abforb'd in the domeftic, un- 
til his Lordfhip was more ably ferved, fhould 
be the only perfon pafi'ed over upon this occa-. 
fion without compenfation, and even without 
notice, 

I am. Sir, &c. 

WILL. KNOX. 



Copy of Mr. Rofis anfwer, datti 1 7 March, 

^783- 

SIR, 

UPON reading to My Lords Commiffio- 

ners of the Treafury your Letter, dated the 

5lh inftant, refpefting a eompeniation for 

your office of Under Secretary of State for the, 

American department, I am dire<Sed to ac-. 

quaint you that my Lords are of opinion that 

.. you 
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yow have no clam 'whatever to a eompenfattoh 
for the lofs of your office, you having already 
a penfion of 600/. a year for yourfelf, and 
the like fum for Mrs. Knox. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

GEO. ROSE. 

And when, after Lord Shelburnc's refig- 
flajion, I writ to him to requeft he would 
give me a teftimony of ray conduft towards 
him in the Secretary of State's office, fimilar 
to that the noble Lords, to whom I had been 
Under Secretary, had given *, to prove to 

Mr. 

• The following are copies of the certificates of the 
-Earls of HillfboroLigh and Dartmouth, and Lord Sack- 
ville, the originals of which I pat into Mn W, Grenville'a 
hands, with a Aate of my cafe, which be was fo good as 
to lay he would deliver to Mr. Pitt ; for the Mtnifter 
would never allow me the honour of an audience, 

" Thefe are to certify that William Knox, Efq. exe- 
" cnted the office of Under Secretary of State for the A- 
" merican departtnent, from the time of his appointment, 
^^ until I refigned'tbe feah, with fidelity and ability, to 
**■ my entifc fatitfa^tion and.His MajeAy's a[ip;-obatioii. 
*f Signed, 

" HILLSBOI^OUGH." 

^■..■ ■■■■ "■■ -'■ ' ---/s ■ - Th» 
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Mr/Pitt"rfiat it was not for inackery ot mfr 

-iiiwoiottrj at leaft, I "was fo hinUy: tteated. 

■ 'His 

Thi> certificate was enelored \n a letter to in^ dated at 
Hillfborojigfi, the ^th Jul^, 17^$, in which hir Lord- 
ftip, with his wonted nohtenefs of fentiment and kind- 
rtefs fortne. Was ^eafed to exprefi himfelf in the fol- 
lowing terms; " I have great plufure in hearing you 
*' are in good health, but am much coacemed you 4neet 
" with any haHh tijeatment from adminiflration, and I 
''F ^ni certain it is very undefervcdly^. I fend you, with 
" all my heart and frdm my heart, the certificate you de- 
i^ fire i you will find it at the back of this Letter, and I 
, " fiac^c^ly wi(h it^may be of ufe to you. 
! ;.■-' , .1 1^ ; ,. *' Iwn, 

, ,: . I .-,, .,' . u \y'itii great truth and r^ard, &c. 
"HILLSBOROUGH." 

" Tfaefe are to certify that William Kftoir, Efq. exe- 
*' cuted the office of Under Secretary of State' for the 
*< American de)>attment, during the time I held^he Teals 
" of that department, with diftinguifhed fidelity and abi* 
" lity,'to my entire fatisfaflion. 

_., „ :, . f Signed,' '^''\ 

. . «;p4ia:MPPTH." 

■ ■ ■-;. ."•: ,[/ -i ■ ■ - , 
fbc noble Ea^, .whofe approbation only is i fufficieut 
■ (efWTigpyrfrf jny man's integrity, was plealed toeonTey 
this certificate to me with the following note, dated the 
45th J^ni^ 1785. 

Dear 
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His Lor^fliip fent for me and told me ha 
^bought it was chJler to tell me what he bad 

W 

" Dear Knox, 
** I am much furpriled tliat there (hould he any Qcca- 
■' Con for a certificate of your Melitj ; but if the prelent 
^ Treafury do not know you fo welt as I Jo, it it theic 
*' misfortune as well as yours. You have fin this, a$ 
-ff on svery other pccaiion, the hearty goo4 wifbts of 
" Yours, 

" DARTMOUTR"' 

My noWe frifuid, Lord Sackville, being then in Loi»- 
don, defired me to write whatever I thought would be 
nlefiil to me, and he would put his name to it; but Z 
'thought the following cppy of the certificate Lord Hillf. 
borough had fent me would fatisfy the Treafury, if a^iy 
thing could, that I was not deferring the fiigma fix«d 
upon me, and deflred nothing more from his Lordfhip; 
but thepublic will, in feme future time^ be more fully in- 
formed of his. l.ord&ip's fentiments. 

" Thefe are to certify that William Knox, Efq. exe- 
•' cuted the office of Under Secretary of Stale, for the 
'• American department, during the time I held the 
*' fealg of that department, with fidelity and ability, tQ 
'* iny entire fatisfafiion and His Majefly's approbation. 
:' Signed, 

" SACKVILLE.'^ 
Thefe 
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to fay, than to write it. Every thing (he faidj 
relating to the American war, and every one 
concerned in it, he wiihed to avoid thinking 
of, and he could not do any thing that might 
look like an approbation of any thing belong- 
ing to it, and befides he could aflure me that 
nothing that came from him would be of any 
Service to me witli Mr. Pitt. He then, to 
get rid of the fubjeft, alked me about my 
adventurous undertaking in Pembroke(hire 
with an old friend of his, adding fome very 
flirew'd obfervations which Ihew'd his deep 
penetration and thorough knowledge of man- 
kind, and might have been of much ufe. to 
mc if they had not unfortunately come too 
late. 



Thefe certificates, however, inftead of being of the 
ufe to me thofe noble perfons hoped, and I expeiSed, they 
would have been, feem only to have confirmed that jea- . 
louCy of my official knowledge and refentment againft me, 
which what was before known of my fervices andcr 
Lord North's adminiJlration had excited; but as I in- 
tend to throw myfelf upon thejufticeand candor of that 
Farliament which has To honourably wiped off the flaiit 
fixed upon the national chara£ler, by the facrlfice of the 
properties of the Loyalifts, by the generous and juft com- 
penfation they granted for them, 1 ihall lieretake nofar- 
tljCT ootice of the ttcalment I have met with. 

What . 
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- What paffed between his Lordfhip and me 
refpefting the St EuAatlus papers, is iliated 
in my evidence before the Houfe of Lords, a 
correiS copy of which is la the Appendix, 
No. I. ; but there is an expreffion in it which 
it is proper 1 ihould explain. I faid Gouver- 
neur and Curzon remained in cujiody uatil 
the revolution of the miniftry in 1 782, which 
was legally accurate, as they were held to 
bail, but not fo in the feufe 1 really meant it, 
and believed to be the cafe ; for I did not 
know they had been admitted to bail, and 
confldering the fituation I was in, and the 
particular charge I had of them, I could not 
fuppofe fuch a ftep could have been taken 
without my knowing of it ; for, befides my 
having fat as a Middlefex juftice with Sir 
Sampfon Wright at their examiiiation and 
commitment, though it was not thought ne- 
ceffary I fliould fign the warrant, their keep- 
ers had fpecial dire6lion3 not to fuffer any 
perfon to have accefs to them without an 
order from me : this was done, not to pre- 
vent any of their mercantile friends or connec- 
tions coming to them, bat to deter any of 
the abettors of the American rebellion from 
making them an inftrgment of annoyance to 

the 
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file Adminiftration"; for as thejf knew I kepf 
a pretty good watch over them, and that no 
confidei;adon of mylelf would withhold me 
from taking any ftep which the King's fervicri 
and the public fafety rendered neccffary, truft* 
ing to the parity of my motives* and th/i 
good fenft and integrity of an Englifh jury 
for proteftion, there was no likelihood that 
any of them would apply to me for fuch per-* 
miffion, and that order had never been re* 
voked, to my knowledge; but the fafl was* 
that from the time Mn Rigby and Mr. Dun* 
dafs» confpired to break up Lord North's Ad* 
Ininiftration, by attacking Lord George Ger- 
main in the Houfe of Commons, until the 
day of his reiignation, the feals of the Ame- 
rican department might be faid to have beeft 
in abeyarxe^ as his Lordlhip neither attended 
the Cabinet nor went to the King, and, in- 
deed, was moftly out of town, as will appear 
from two of his Lordlhip's letters to me at 
the time, which 1 have given in the Appen- 
dix, No. 3 and 3 ; and it became my duty, 
in confequence of his l<or(hip*s orders, to 
keep aloof from the offices, and if buiinefs 
did not come to look for me, which was not 
probable in thst Adminiilratiou, not to go 



T,Googlc 



f 4. ] 

to look for it* Hence it was, that t Tetiiam* 
ed ignor^t of the whole tran{a<^ion ; and 
that ijhtence will, I tfuft, cxcufc the inac- 
eufacjk'tif'hiy ixpreflion ; and die reafons I 
hsVi>'^reA''tii!X nothing JhoulJ have pafled, 
w4ih-«ufi«yBwJjIedgt,' will account for my 
J(#lsruil«j(iti<«,"lfH4t iiothihghad paffed, but 
Vfhit i^il iqiiaihtea' with. 

■^Melit'tb'*KeMealbfi!S' Ihave propofed fof 
ft(BDg*t!iii«i (he Gonffitmion, I would re- 
ccJUHneBiitil jroafElattelitidnan dbjeS, with" 
whl<S «t*^;^«(y i«f the State is moft inlimate- 

fifiA'tW^n^ffHtr 'f-fiipi if III'' fiMt. \im-i 
i*«i(4*4tte,. thafifisihfegeAeral opinion, that" 
foetiiiStht^ftitetjfthegrbwingtimber through*' 
owSnglaAdl' i»- lO"affbKl no ground to ip-''' 
pfefc«ltd'''a^ deficifeftc*^ I twrt I Will, notwith* ' 
fta«dl<lgithai »pJniori,' 'WHture to fo«teli that ' 
if > KBittwIfcrtisre is' («)*(i than Hii been, thew 
will not bta"fi*glctt|;otoibe'/i(rtAt/ii/in an-' 
otfacaqq^turyi lit for the ' conftrui^ion ' of ai 
ninstjbgcra Oiip ) and VwUI give the reidbn* 
Dpon.wiiich I fotjftd that 'prcdiaidnf ' '' ' 

••U.aa II '. .'' :'■■■'■. ■ ' ''■ ■■■! ■ ■•''= 

■..1 i.., ,!..rv ,g . To • 
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I happen to be a proprietor of woods, 
and I have cut down oak trees of different 
■ ages : a wood of eighty years {landing, 
produced a fiim only equal to a rent of one 
(hilling per acre, with compound intereft, for 
the time it had been ftanding ; while a coptce 
of twenty years growth, produced equal 
to four ihillings per acre, the intereft com- 
puted in the fame manner. Can it, then, be 
expected, that any owners of woods will let 
his oak trees ftand two hundred, or even one 
hundred years, which they ought to do, for 
the purpofe I have mentioned, when he muft 
evidently lofe fo greatly by it. Trees in parks 
or ornamental fituations, I grant, may be 
permitted to ftand the full time of their 
growth ; but even when they are arrived at 
it, the proprietor will find himfelf no gainer 
by felling them to the navy entire, inftead of 
cutting them up for country ufe. The mif- 
chief done to the ground where the tree is 
fell'd, and over, or rather through which it 
muft be drawn, the pulling down fences, and 
all the other damages their removal entire 
muft occafion in a fine park, or beautiful lawn, 
would be fo great, that I am convinced every 
inland 
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inland gentleman of tafte wouM do as the 
Marquis of Buckingham has done, give up 
the price of the timber, and fuffer the trees 
to die of old age, rather than difpoie of them 
upon fuch terms. But the mofl forcible rea- 
fon for my opinion, is ftill to mention.— 
What owner of a landed eftate is it, in the 
prefent times, that will prefer the emolu- 
ment of his great grandfon to his own '? and 
what probability is there, that the heirs for 
four or five generations will all be fuch felf- 
denyers, as to fuffer marketable timber to 
defcend, untouched, to their fuccefibrs ; and 
indeed, the univerfal praSice of making 
every landed man a tenant for life only, upon 
his marriage, and the diffipated turn of males 
and females, renders it highly improbable 
that any timber in the kingdom will be fuf- 
fered to. ftand beyond one generation ; for it 
is to the timber upon the fettled eftate, that 
recourfe muft be had for relief from pecuniary 
embarraffment, under fuch circumftances.— 
To flatter ourfelves, therefore, thatbecaufc 
much is planted, and much is now fVanding, 
that a fufficient quantity will be fuffered to 
arrive at the proper age for the conftruftion 
p- 2 of 
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of Iar?e (hips, would bothcmoft conrummitfe 

foJK, and arc;ue a great ignorance of man- 
kind ; a:'.d theicfort., I truft, pofterity will 
hawe to thank your StKiety, for fecuring 
to th-ni a iufficient fupply of large tim- 
ber, by inciting Government to make ufe 
of the only means that can be effeftual, or 
at all to be depended upon, for the purpofe ; 
which is, the inclofing the RoyalForeJiSf and 
Plantir^ them with acorns. 

That any people could be happy without 
virtue, that virtue fhould thrive without re- 
ligion, and that religion ihould flourifti with- 
out a prieflhood, and that a prieilhood fhould 
fubfiil without an eflablilhment* can only be 
Imagined l^ fuch politicians as are quali6ed 
for lodgings in one of the fides ofMoorfields. 
In fo far, therefore, as the cry againft tythes 
has the depriving the clergy of a legal main- 
tenance for its objeft, it is to be reprobated 
by all mankind ; but as the maitttmance it" 
felfls not fo generally declaimed againft, as 
the impolicy of the moik that produces it, 
which is reprefented as a great difcouragement 
to tillage, and the improvement of the king- 
dom^ 
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Aom, it 'may not be amtfs to ezamme the 
ground of /Ad/ oije^ion totythes. 

In the natural ftate of all countries, flocks 
and herds muft be the general property of the 
people, aud their increafe the means of ac- 
quiring wealth, as that is a produce which 
requires little labour and lefs Jkill in the 
owner to obtain ; but a people, whofe fole 
property is in flieep and cattle, cannot be nu- 
merous ; for their very profperity prevents 
their increaie, the land becoming too Jlretgbt 
fiur them, as the plains of Canaan did for 
Abraham and Lot. The neceffity of ac- 
quiiing property, and procuring fubfiftence 
by other means^ therefore, neceflarily intro- 
duces tillage ; and the cultivated produ<fls of 
the earth bec<»nes the fuftenance of the poorer 
and more numerous cbfles. As the demand 
£>r vegetable food increafes, that for animal 
lefiens ; and as the quantity produced of the 
vegetable, muft be greatly inferior, for many 
years, to the produce of the animals, the price 
<^ the one will be v^iflly higher than that of 
the other. Such was the caie in England 
from the earliefl accounts to the prefent 
tcntury; and we may obferve, that the price 

of 
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of grain has bee.n gradually decreafing, and 
that of animals rifing, according to the pro- 
portion which the produce of each bore to the 
demand, iiifomuch, that flefh and corn hare 
tuyw changed the places they flood In, with 
refpeft to each other, and the prices they 
bore in Queen Elizabeth's reign. Sheep and 
cattle are certainly necefl'ary as well as corn, 
and a due proportion ought to be obfervcd be- 
tween them, which the price would of itfclf 
regulate, if things were left to take their na- 
tural courfe, and each to find its own level ; 
but as, in order to promote tillage, theLegif- 
lature has interfered, and given to Corn pro- 
dufts an advantage over the animal, which 
has deflroyed the equilibrium, and checked 
the natural operation of the jncreafe of that 
produce beyond the demand of the inhabi- 
tants, by giving a bounty upon the export' 
of corn, (^which is, in faft, calling- in the in- 
habitants of other countries to affift in the 
confumption of a fuperabundant produce of 
corn, and thereby keeping up its price,) it 
.prevents the farmer from reducing the quan- 
tity to the home confumption, and increafing 
the animal produce, by turning more of his 
land into pafturage ; fo that the danger now 

t« 
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to be appretended^ is, that England, from 
being a country of pafturage oiily, will be- 
come a land of tillage only. To prevent the 
running from one extreme to the other, ought 
to be the care of the Statefman, and the giv- 
ing attention to fuch fubje«fis in tinies of 
peace, would as well become his ftattou, and 
be infinitely more beneficial to the public, 
than his riding tn the ivbirl-wind, and dirking 
the Jiorm of the moft fuccefsful war. But 
befides the confideration of a proper iiipply 
of both animal and vegetable food for the ' 
people, the procuring fupplies of fuch mate- 
rials for our manufadures, as are connected 
with each of thofe fpecies of iuftenance, is 
another moft important objed ; and in this 
refpeA, the animal fpecies has infinitely the 
preference to the vegetable. 

Of the ten millions of inhabitants this ifland 
is laid to contain, full five millions are em- 
ployed in manufadlures ; and the materials 
for the greater part of them are taken from 
the fheepor the honied animals, while very 
few in comparilbn are taken from the grain 
or flraw of corn : Let not then the encou- 
ragement of tillage be thefole objed of your 
zeal ; 
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Zeal ; but fpare a little of your attention to 
the procuring a proper fupply of iheep and 
black cattle alTo J and in this view confldet 
tythesasonlyoperatingasacouuterpoifetothe 
bounty on corn, and withholding the ^mer 
from too eargerly availing hinafelf of die cer- 
tain proflr which that bounty at all timeSf 
holds out to him from a corn produce* and 
inducing him to throw out a proportion of his 
land into pafturage. This falutary effed the 
demand of tythes certainly bas» and in faft 
they, with the bounties, axe thegreat regu- 
lators of the national agriculture, and they mu- 
tually check and controuleadiother; though 
the influence of tythes is become too feeble to 
preierve the equilibrium betwcea the two 
products, as is evident from the late prodi- 
gious advance in the prices of: apimal.food. 
beyond that of vegetable, and therefore the 
continuan,9c of the •whUe'of the frejmt hunt- 
ty is z fit objc^ of cooiideration ; but th6 
zh6iaii6aiaf ty(bea.w«uU cerOiiDly -i&fittafe 
thfe irilfdMefj^feid ^e"^tk&'cii^mh' wmM- 
not only_ nfe muCK Hi^hfer'tlhah it n6^ isi biit 
diole fnotl^ ' r^eceipiry and eflen^ial nuterials 
fotKi^ auuEi^fA^w^StuWPolt^atbyEx, tallow* 
bone, and haltj^br Sojausok kicnaftd in -prkir, 

a9 
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as to deprive us of ^1 foreign confumpiioti • 
In this inveftigation of the futyeft, I have 
confined myfelf to political confiderations 
only, that being the ftrong ground of the ad- 
verfary, and I think I have Ihewn that it 
would be ;m/o////V to abolffli tythes, of make 
any change in the manner of their payment. 
But although I do not admit the claim of the 
Clergy to be jure dlvlnoy and fhould be no 
more influenced by the example of Melchi- 
iideck and Abraham, than by that of Dr. 
Price, and Alderman Sawbridge ;. yet, as all 
tenants take the payment of tythes into their 
account, when they agree to rent land, and 
all land-owners let their lands for a propor- 
tionably larger or fmaller rent, according to 
the condition of their being free from, or 
fubje^ to, tythes, all the complaints of the 
tenaiits of the hardjhipi of paying them are 
unjuftand ill founded; and as the legal right 

* TihScL be defired in proof of what I Atve been ad- 
WDcisg, let dw-pricnpaidby the ViSualling Office fi»^ 
hcefand p»rk, wheat and hwky, finceitt firft eftablifli- 
oient, be called for, and compared together , and for our fu- 
tore guidance, let the fame clerks of the different maiketf 
who now make weekly, cetunu «f the pikci «f grain, 
tnake the like returns of the prioei of flelh. 
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IS unqueftionable, I truft the clergy will meet, 
with your fupport in the enjoyipent of them. . 

We are often called upon to pray for a 
bleiJiiig on all fchools and femiparies o^ found 
learnings and religious education ^ gnd yet I be- 
lieve we fliould find it difficult to defcribe the 
religious part of the education inany of them. 
The boys in the great fchools are .taught 
their catechifm and the Latin articles, and 
at the Univerfities, they read the Greek 
Teftament, and perhaps Grotius deveritat£% 
. but in fa^ the Chr'tfiian Religion is almojl the ordy 
thing nve are mi taught in the courfe of what 
is called a liberal or regular education ; and 
a man pay become entitled to put ^ 
L. L .D, to his name, without- knowing, 
as much of the Religion of his country, as 
he does of the Heathen Mythology. How^- 
ever, as X have in a late publication* ei?d^- 
voured to call up the pubUc attention to a re- 
fornji of qur LJturgy, and to rcnde^ the prac- 
tice of our church more correipondent with 
its principles; lihall not farther enlarge up-- 
on the fubjeQ here, only to ohferve that our" 

* Obferratlons on the Liturgjr, printed for Debretr. 

College 
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College Chapels are the only confecrated'edi- 
fices in the kingdom, in which tl;e Liturgy- 
is read, and no fermon ever preached. What 
I have tto proppfe for remedy of this defeft 
in the fyftemof our education, will be at- 
tended with fome fmall expence to the na- 
tion ; ■ but as the religious inftrudtion of our 
youth is an objefl of fuch infinite confe- 
qucnce, it ought not furely to be grudged; 
and indeed it is a difgrace to all former Ad- 
roiniftrations, that it never has been granted. 
There are, I believe, in both Univeriities, 
forty-three chapels in which prayers are 
read about twenty- four Sundays in every year; 
Let, then, thefmallfum of two guineas a Sun- 
day be given tp each for a Sunday /g^ure, or 
elementary difcourfe upon the principles of 
our religion after the morning prayer; and 
thofewho have a reliih for a cdmmon place of 
a fuperior ftyle, may afterwards attend the. 
proifcflion to the great church. The whole 
eJtp'ence would be no more than 2064. guineas 
per annum, not half the diarge oif the go- 
verninont of Cape' Breton; and furely we 
ought to Idy out as njuch for cultivating the 
minds of all our youth of the fuperior claf- 
fcs with the true principles of our religion, 
b z as 
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3^. We- do to. imfvove the barren, rodfis aieaa 
ifland on the ochier fide the Atlantic. la- fe^ 
xtous truth, i£ ibme Aep of this kind be not 
taken, the youth of the lower cla&%..Uy 
means of the Sunday and other charity 
■fchoi^§, will be the beft-inAru.^^Chriitiius 
in. the kingdom ; and our prayers mufl lefiar 
.to thofc fchoolsj as the only Seminaries of 
ir^/igims' e4ucat'0tt ei\tki,ed to the ble^gof 
the Alnxighty. ' v 

.' '■ ■ '■ ■ ■ ■'! 

::>'' Whw I dstertni^ed upon thts pu&UcatMMr,. 

■it was my, iirtentiwi to furnifli. you .with-an 

bt^xurieal^ooouat of the feveral extraiofficia^ 

tri^nfa^ons I had, been engaged ia refpeding 

:ehie;. country^ Ireland, and America, apd-tp 

oipake ypu a^quaiqted with the piUns whiidi 

-had'heen formed, the part$ which hadbMa 

executed, and wh^t AiU remained;foc coa£7- 

. dsracion^, but as the pieient calamtfousJbte 

' c£,the King's health dccafions a general ilag- 

nation, of all . Government, I ■ (hall - refcrvc 

.1 tb? hiflory of *what has paffed relpefting the 

Britijli Colonies in America and the United 

' States, A$ well as what I have to pfopofe rcr 

fpe£ling.th.e«i, /until better times, aod^opjly 

take, iiotice. of.two.impprtant.parts 0/ ^7 

plan. 
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pten, tf^hicb h^ve been already' under' the 
confidkr^uon of His Majefty's fervants.-^ 

tThefe ane, the religious eftablijmmts in the 
ppmuningBritifli Colonies an the Continent, 
aud the earrejj^ndence between Great Britain 
aad Ireland aud America. In refpe£t to the 
&nnervthe annexed copy (Appendbc No. IV.) 
of the. draught of the letter from the 
Sotfiety for Propagation of the Golpel to 
X^rd-Siduey, and of mine to Mr; Pitt, (Aph 
pendix. No. V.) which refers to it, will fiir- 
i^Ai.allMEhe infoimatipfk n^reii&iy to ground 
aniBBquicy into what jfi«u^f«( done*;- and 
iniitefp^ ' to the correfpottdatat with Aroerka, 

^thb' ifimexed ■. plany {A|^)endix, No. VL) 

..y^bich J pnopared'at tberei^eft of my noble 
ificodt afii4 former' collB^ae> in office. Lord 

'iWnttuigliamr'' w>^ ^ imaginci - give full fa- 
i^;&>3ion ijQkWhoever has. geographical' know- 
ledge or capacity fuffi^ient to comprehend it, 
;(Ehi<th urij^brtunacaly, was rut the calei with 
all thoj^'.iiii of%:ial £tuatiaus, to whi^^'cdn- 

^£dgr9t:iqp,- it was fubmicted; ai^d although I 

, * Tb«,tiro traAs rafpeflmg theNeg^e.SIarUfiand 
^be one refpe^ling the Free Indians, lately reprinted by 
Debcett, may alfo bp coniidered as a part of my genc- 

had 
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Had' the honbur to receive from His Majefty's 
owii mouth, many months fmoe, his re- 
;peated entire approbation of it, no part of it 
.has yet been carried into execution^ nor ASy 
.ficp taken towards it, except the furvey df 
Crooked Ifland by I^ord Wallingham's dii-ecf- 
tions, which has been found to contain afi 
excellent road» eafy and fafe to enter and 
depart from, with great plenty of frefh wa-- 
ter,, in direi£l coutradi»5ion to the report of 
the late Board of Admiralty, ■ which affertcd 
there was neither the one not the other. 
TiO obviate all obje^ions to the plant chtmigh 
the - ap|wehcirlion of the increafed charge it 
might hring upon the revenue, I'propoled t6 
carry on the whole correfpondence' upoti 
either of two footings, viz. to pay to the 
Poft Office the full amount of the cleai' re- 
vtnue, hitherto received from the American 
cdrrefpondenfce, as a rent' for a leafe for a 
number of yearSj or to take the ium.'tbe 
menthly packets have hitherto cofi the publtCy aii 
a full allowance for carrying on the whole 
««« days correfpondencc : if, however, your 
S69iety Jdc. <^ opinion that it is as great a 
national objeft as 1 conceive it to be, you 
wilU 
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will, no doubt, lend your force to compel its 
adoption. 

Th'e commercial intercourfe between Great 
Britain and Ireland cannot long remain upoa 
its' prefent footing ; and as an exceedingly 
wife and politic ftep has been taken in unit- 
ing t3ie two Privy Councils into one, for the 
purpole of inveftigating and deliberating upon 
fuch fubjefls as affeil both kingdoms, I truft 
that an equal and juft tariff will be fettled, 
and a gentle and mutually agreeable com- 
mcfdal band will be added to the other ten- 
der ligaments which tye, and, Z hop^, will for 
ever iatid, the two iflands together. Tht bet- 
ter to enable your aflbciation to givethdr 
affiftance in this important and delicate bufi- 
oefs, I (hall give, as a iecond part of this 
publication, an hiAorical account of what 
has been already done for Ireland, in which 
I had fo la^ge a ihare, that I fliall, in fad;, 
be only writing my own memoirs. 
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APPENDIX. 

P A ft. T t 

No. I. 

Bxtra3froni the Mimtes of the Houfe ofjjafds;. 

Dig Merturiiy 5 Juty, 1786. 

U P O I^ the fecond reading^ of the St. Eufla'* 
tiu3 bill, WilUam Knox was called ia» and bang 
fwom was examined. 

^ Do you know any thing of tibe books 
fent and delivered from St. Euftatina tt the S»> 
' cretary of Stace*s office in the year 1 78 1 ? 

A. There were two tranfiniflions of books 

and papers from St. Eufbicius ; they came firft 

to the Admiralty, and by the Admiralty were 

fent to the Secretary of State's office. The firft 

A came 
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came in the Vengeance ; they reipeiled two 
perfons fent as prilbners in the name of Gou- 
verneur and Curzon ; they were Brltilh fubjefts, 
but merchants fettled at St, Euftatius. They 
were brought in cuftody, and accufed of high 
treafon, and of fupplying the Rebel Congrefs 
with military (lores* Upon their arrival I was 
directed to fend for Sir Sampfon Wright, and 
we examined them upon the charges which we 
found in the papers that came along with them, 
and the fefts appeared £b evident and ftrong 
againfl them, as well from the papers as from 
their own confeflion, that Sir Sampfon Wright 
committed them for high treafon. One was 
fent to Clerkenwell Bridewell, Newgate not 
being in a condition to receive him at that timc^ 
die other, not being in a good ftate of health, 
was fuffered to continue in the hands of one of 
the King's meffengers. The papers were fe- 
CuVcd in the -office. '7%e two men remained in 
cuftody till the revolution of the Mimjhy in 
March 17S2J 7, conceiving from the com- 
pletion of the new Adminiftration, that neither 
Gouvemeur nor Curzon would be long conti- 
nued in confinement, but more likely that I 
myfelf might be profecuted for the fliare I had 
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in their confinement, * thought it fpr, my 
own (afe^, and of thoie with wh(»n I had the 
honour to ad at that time, to lay my hands oij 
one {»rt of thofe papers which contained the 
principal evidence of their criminality j and 
thofe papers I have kept in my cuftody ever fince. 
I was not much miilaken in my con]e£hire, 
for in a few days OouTerneur and Curzon were 
discharged. They came down to the Secretary 
of State's office to demand their papers ; I wa« 
aflced by the Earl of Shelburne what I knew 
of the papers ? I told him they were in the cut 
tody of the firft clerk, Mr. Pollock, except rfie 
papers i had, which I did not acquaint his 
Lordflrip with, ai^d I afterwards underftoOd h» 
Lordfhip had dire<ft«i Gouverneur and Curzoa 
to get their papers* The other parcel of papers 
came fome days after the former ones in the 
Ventis, as I recoiled. They were in ,gre»t 
boxes, a great number of them, and were under 
the care of the chief Juftice of St.Chriftopher% 
a Mr. Gorges, and Capt. Nichols. Mr. Gorges 

* The part of that A-dminiftration of which I had this 
opinion can beft be dcfcribed by a certain Mr. Jennings, 
who it is now generally known was employed as a douMe 
fpy ; and as he is faid to have received a reward of 500 1. 
of the public money (Scfidcs having his. St. Ewftatius: 
p^rs reftored to himj fiiice the peace, the public haa 
8 right to his inforniation. 

A -k ~ gave 
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Ijave txit {emit accotmt of what thoi^ papari 
were. I, finding them To very voluminous, 
and being engaged in buiinefs of more impor- 
tance at that idnie, vay then colleague. Sir Ben- 
jamin Thompfon, was appointed to examine 
diem, and he took to his affiftance a Mr. Lenr 
nard, now Chief Juftice of Bermudas, and a Mr. 
Savage, an American loyaljft ; and I begged of 
them to make what we officially call a precis, 
orfmall abridgement of the contents of each pa-f 
. per. They made a confiderable progrefs in it : 
I have fran the precis ; it contained feveral 
particulars qf the commercial tran&Aions of the 
people of St, Euftatius, with bpth the Rebd 
States and the enemy : but as theie were no 
perfons charged fpecifically, or prolecutions 
intended againft any of them, nor any proceedr 
xngs refpe£ting the ftate, I gave no more atten- 
tion to the papers, and they were. fuf&J'ed to re- 
main in one of the clerk's rooms in the office, 
where I believe they were when I left the 
office. 

^ Whether you examined apy of the letters 
as well as the books ? 

./^. I did not. 

^ You 
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^ You iaid you kept back fome papers, what 

might they be ? 

jf. They were the duplicates of the tills of 
lading, which contained the cargoes of the dif- 
ferent veflels which Gouverneur and CurzcA 
had laden with military ftores, and fcnt to 
America for the Congrefs. 

^ Arc thofe papers now in your cuftody ? 

j^. They are. They are the duplicates rf 
the bills of lading. It is cuftomary for there to 
be more than one copy of bills of lading, and 
thcfe are thofe which were kept by Gouverneur 
and Curzon. 

^ Did you fee the letters of Gouverneur 
and Curzon under their own hand, grang to 
Holland, and which were intercepted in the 
Putch Fleet } 

4. I thii>k I did, 

^ Were not thofe letters laid before his ]V^- 
jei^'s Attorney and Solicitor General ? 

4* That I do not recolleS. 

No. 
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£xtra^ of two Letters from Lord George 
Germain to W. Knox, EJq. 

Drayton, ytb January^ 1782. 
I F Lord North can ftrengthen the hands of 
Government by removing Lord Sandwich and 
me, without prejudice to the King's honour 
and intereft, I fhould be the firft to adviie him 
to ado^t die meafure ; my only motive for ac- 
cepting office was, the hope of being of ufe 
when our affiiirs in America feemed defperate ; 
the moment my retiring from employment can 
anfwer the fame end, if my confent was necef- 
Jary I fhould moft cheerfully give it, all I dread 
is, that the Parliament fhould meet ag^ 
•without any plan being fenled, which may af- 
ford a profpefl: of fuccefs ; for if Lord North 
is to guard againft avowed enemies and the. 
treachery of profejfed friends, he will rilk not 
only his own defeat, but may fubjeft the King 
to difgrace. 

You vnll remember to excufe me to Lord 

Hillfborough, for not attending the dinner on 

Thurfday ; my being prefent can be of no ad- 

va^ta£e 
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vaoUge, as I csuiaoc pufii forvrard any buCaeis 
lUl I know whether I am to have any fliare ift 
' the execution of it. 

No. ra. 

DraytoHj January iitb, 1782. 
1 RETURN you the letter to the Admi- 
tdty jigoed, and I am glad you have worded 
it with proper caution. I conclude yoti have 
the minute of Cabinet to judify my prx)ceeding, 
for in the precarious iituation in which I fland* 
I can take no meafure of confequence upon 
myfelf. Tou will therefore befo good as to beep 
me as muck out of the fcrape as pojfhle. The 
Surrender of St. Euftatius muft be the et^fit 
of treachery. The Marquis de BopiUe would 
never have haz^'ded fuch an attempt with fo 
fmall a force, wUefs he had fettled the bufinefs 
beforehand ; this a^ir is too bad to be pafled 
over even in thefe times. I hc^e you will ex- 
[4ain to thofe who fey I ou^t to be in town, 
diat I am not here for amufemeiit, but that I 
iJiought it morp proper and decent to keep, out 
of the way: and I beg you would acquaint Lord 
North with my reafon for being abfent. 

[THESE 
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[THESE letters, written in the fmCerity of 
that fervent friendHiip and unbounded confi- 
dence his Lordfhip placed in the man to whom 
they were addrefled (and which was never 
abated till that hour of calamity to his country', 
and his friends in which he breathed his laft, 
as will appear in due time :) baffle all attempts 
at panegyric, and pronounce an eulogitiiii 
upon the fuperiority of his Underftanding, and 
&e pure difinterefted patnotiltn of his heart, 
equal to what the feraphs muft have proclaimed 
upon his arrival among them.] 

No. IV. 

C&fy of the Draught of a Letter from the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gofpel to Lord 
Sydney, alluded io in my Letter to Mr. Pitt. 

THE Society for Propagation of the Gofpel 
in foreign parts, having under their confidera- 
tion the flate of their miflions in North Ame- 
rica, and of the church of England, in fuch 
parts of it as remain under the dominion of his 
Majefly, are anxious to be informed what 
fteps have been taken by Government fince the 
laft peace, towards forming a church efiablifb- 
I tmnt 
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ment tberehtt and making a permatuHt pr9- 
vijm for tis mimjiers. They have learned 
with much iatisfa^on from the communication 
your Lordlhip was pleafal to^make to diem, that 
inftruftion* have been given to the Governor 
of New Brunfwick, to appropriate traits trf 
lands in the pariOies to be laid out in that 
province, for glebes fpr the minifters to be ap- 
pointed to fuch pariihes, and other imaller 
trads for fchoolmaflers, and that a falaiy of 75I. 
per annum is intended to be allowed in the 
eftimate to be granted by Parliament to each of 
four minifters of the church of England with- 
in that province ; but the Society wifli to 
know whether any fum is intend^ to be al- 
lowed for building churches for thofe minifters 
to officiate in, and houfes for their refidence, 
both of which they conceive to be abfolutely 
necefiaiy, as the circumftances of the inhabi- 
tants, who they underftand are chiefly diftref* 
fed Loyalifts, wUl not adniit of their contribu- 
ting any thing at prelenc to the conftru<Sion of 
fuch edifices, and on the lame account they are 
induced to exprefs their wifh that the allow- 
MiGC of 75 1. to each of the minifters, may be 
increafed to at leaft lool, which was the ia« 
J^ry jUlQWed'to the minifters appointed to £aft 
B 9nd 
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and Weft Florida, when that country was 
erected into thofe two provinces ; the climate 
of which being more benign, requires lefs ex- 
pence for cloathing, fiiel, and other defences 
agaiiift cold, than is neceflary to provide in the 
long and fevere winters of New Brunfwick. 

The Society alfo underftand that fimilar in- 
fl:ru6tions have been given to the Governors of 
Quebec and Nova Scotia, to appropriate traits 
of lands for glebes, and fmaller portions 
for fchoolmafters, in all the difl:ri£ls laid out 
for the accommodation of the Loyalifts in thofe 
provinces, and they requeft to be informed how 
far the Governors have complied with thofe in- 
ftruftions ; in what places the emigrants are 
feated ; whether they have carried any clergy 
of the church of England with them ; whether 
any afUgnments have been made for the fub- 
fiftence of fuch clergymen, upon the revenue 
of Quebec, or upon the quit rents of Nova 
Scotia, or any other fund appropriated for the 
ereiflion of churches and parfonage houfes ? 

The Society are ftrongly incited to requeft in- 
formation upon thefe feveral heads, from their 
apprehenfions of the want thofe people muft be 



T,Goo(^le 



[ " ]^ 

in of religious inftruftion and Spiritual comfort, 
and from the confcioufnefs of their own inabi- 
lity t6 fupply them from the great dccreafe of 
their funds, which are now fo reduced, that 
they find themielves under the neceffity of dif- 
continuing Ibmc of their millions, and leflening 
the allowance to others. They arc, indeed, per- 
fuaded that fuch is the flourifhing ftate of the 
Quebec revenue, that ample ftipends for fuch 
church of England clergymen as may be want- 
ed in that province may be afforded from it ; and 
hey are not lefs confident that the quit rents 
payable in Nova Scotia would, if colleded, raife 
a fund from which not only the fums riow al- 
lowed by the Society to miffionaries in that pro- 
vince might be taken without any public in- 
convenience, but what might be neceflary ta 
maintain a complete eJiabVi/hment of the Church 
of England. And upon this fubjeiS: they beg 
leave to oblerve, that the allowances made by 
the Society to the miffionaries in Nova Scotia, 
at the time of the fettlement of that province, 
in aid of the falaries granted them in the efti- 
mate, were in confideration of the then indigent 
ftate of the iettlers, confifting of reduced fol- 
diers and German emigrants, and that no re- 
venue was to be raifed from quit rents for ten 
B a years 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



[ " ] 

years ; but that it never could have been the 
intention of the Society to cwitinue thofe allow- 
ances longer, than uutiU the inh^tanti; were 
in circunaAan<£s to contribute to the fupport of 
their clergy, and the quit rents became fuffici- 
en'tly produflirc to afford them an augmentatioii 
of their faiaries ; the Society owceiving the 
maintenance of ^iilionaries among the indigent 
and fcattered inhabitants of new fettled comitries 
where the Crown is without the means of an 
immediate revenue to be the proper application 
of their funds, and the calls they have upon them 
of that nature, . are more than their funds can 
now enable them to ccmaply with. They re- 
queft, however, that it may not be fuppofed 
that they mean in any refpefl: to decline the 
care and fuperintendance of the church of Eng- 
land in the American provinces, for on the 
contrary, (hould Government think fit to make 
them aiEgnments upon the revenue of Quebec, 
and the quit rents of Nova Scotia, fuificient to 
miuntain fuch minift^s as are wanted, they will 
cheerfully undertake to fupply them, and fuper- 
* intend their condud. 



.No-. 
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No. V. 

Q)fy of a Letter from M'. K h o x /» the 
Right Hon, Mr.Vitr. 

SoIwSqttaref yih J^ug, 1787. 

IN laying any material information before 
you, I confider myfclf as doing the bcft I can 
for the public advantage, and thereby expreffinj 
my duty and gratitude to his Majefty in the 
«aoft acceptable manner; and t^ierefore it is 
diat I now take the liberty of acquainting you 
with die hiftory of a meafure which I uader- 
iland is loon to be adopted, the appointment d 
a bifliop for Nova Scotia, which I took much 
pains to promote, as Under Secretary of State 
under a former Adminiilration, and fince th^ 
peace as a Member of the Society for Propaga- 
tion of the Gofpel, and I alUfled in preparing 
riie letter from that Society to Lord Sydn^ for 
the feme purpofe. I did not, however, make 
diat propofitbn as a fcparate and diftin^ niea* 
fure, but as part of a general plan for the intro- 
duftidn and eftablilhroent of the church of 
Engl^id, and through it comtmting and repreC- 
fing the prevailing difpoiition of the Colonic 
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to reputUcaiiifm, and exciting in them an 
cfteem for monarchy. 

My long experience in colony affairs, and 
diorough knowledge of their ftalej had fhewn 
me, that the great fource of all our difputes and 
^fficulties lay in the mutablhty of the meafures 
of Government from the want of fyftem, and 
their partaking of the fafhion of the times, and 
wearing the completions of their feveral au- 
thors, and I therefore recommended it to the 
King's fervants, whofe confidence I had the 
honour to be in, to form a plan for the Colo- 
nies, and lay the foundation fo deep and wide as 
to infure firmnefs and duration to the fabric to 
be ereded upon it. It was my duty to iketch 
out the plan, and it was adopted by a very intelli- 
gent Cahinet ; my authority for faying fo will be 
ieen- in a future publication ; and although it was . 
not matie an office paper, I believe his Majefly &w 
it. So much of this plan as I thought applicable to 
the then ftate of our remaining pofleffions in Ame- 
rica, I communicated to Lord North, when he 
was Secretary of State, and I have the fatisfac- 
tion to find that every Jlep taken in purjuance 
of iff has been judged fit to be followed up ia. 
your Adminirtration. The appointment of a 
bifliop for Nova Scotia was agreed to be made, ' 
though 
. n,r,i,7-<i-,Gi:k)'^le 
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though It was among the things left undone 
when the Adminiftration was changed, as the 
concomitant meafures had not been fettled, for 
i was far from confidering that appointment as 
a neutral meafure not likely to do either good 
or harm, for, on the contrary, I apprehended it 
might be attended with very mifchicvous con- 
fequences if the concomitant meafures I had 
propofed did not accompany it. The immedi- 
ate and obvious effect of the appointment of a 
bifliop would be the fuperfeding the neceflity of 
fending out miflionaries from hence, or candi- 
dates for orders coming here from America for 
education and ordination, by ivhich one of the 
fira^eji bands of umon between the Colonies and 
Great Britain would be cut through ; for it 
is well known, that the church of England 
miffionaries in general exerted their influence 
with their congregations in fupport of the au- 
thority of Government in the late conteft, and 
that it was owing to their endeavours that lb 
many of that perfuafion were LoyaUfts, an ad- 
vantage which Government is not likely to be 
able to avail itfelf of on any future occafion, if 
nothing more be done towards the eftablilhment 
of the church of England in the Colonies, than 
tiie appointment of a biftiop. Nay, the pre- 
late 
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late himfelf, if left to iubilft on the idtereA of 
the fund appropriated to him in die hand? of 
the Society for Propagation of the Golpel, will 
probably prove a clog upon Government ; for 
bis appointment being for life, and without 
profpeA of prefennent, he will be apt to confi- 
der how he may make the moft of his' (Ituation, 
and, in order to obtain an allowance from the 
country, attach himfelf to the popular leaders. 
To counteraft thefe evils, I had propofed that 
the church dignitaries of dean and archdeacon 
fhould take place with the appointment of the 
HlKop ; dtat a falary out of the quit rents 
ihould be allotted to every pariHi minijler, but 
to Ibme more than others ; and that thofe of 
the dean and archdeacon ihould be the mofl 
coniiderable, but all given only during his Ma- 
je'Ay's pleafure, and the prefentation to all be- 
nefices to be in the Governor : an additional 
falary to be likewife given to the Ufiiop dur- 
ing pleafure, as head of a feminary for ibe in- 
firuSiion of youth, and qualifying them for 
orders^ to he ejlablijbed at Halifax ; and as in 
due time a Canadian bifhop was intended to bo 
apptunted, with larger emoluments than the 
Nova Scotia l»fhop, who mi^t look up to that 
fee as a beneficial tranilation, and be thence tn-r 

dted 
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tited to cbndtia 'himfelf with fucti' prbpn^^ 
sfld acquire iuch a habit of adquietonci witfi 
the views of Gbverrimeflt in his fiibordiriaW 
fituation, as Might feCufC his promotiohi arid 
preferve him in the fame line of eonduQ:' wheri 
he b^ame pre-eminent. It was not meant 
that either ihould be of the Council, but wholly 
excluded from temporal afi^irs. Should you bfi 
led to conceive from this reprefentation that it 
WDuM be mofl: prudent to poftpone the appoint-* 
ment of a bifliop, I muft beg leave to acquaint 
you, that by doing fo now^ 'the danger will not 
be avoided, fince bifliops have been confecratcd 
for the United State's, ' (the policy of which 
proceeding I will fay nothing of) and there. axe 
colleges in moft of them, where education can 
be had fuificierit to, entitle the itiidents to the 
apoffolic^ beneill^ion of thofe prelates ; and 
fuch ordination will equally ferve to fuperfede 
Ae nweflity of candidates for orders coming to 
England Foi" education or ordination, and the 
fetldlrtg' but miffibiiaries frt)m hence, as 'would 
^t appointment of a bifliop! for the BriulE 
Coloriies; with" this important difference, thA 
as the mode of education and the principles ihi- 
culCatetd'iii'the ftudcnts in thofe colleges muft 
lie «ntirely' RcpuUican* .the- fup^ymg the 
C churches 
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(Jhurches in the Britifli Colonies with Juch). 
pafiors would be like garnfoning our ftrongeft 
fortrefles with troops of the enemy^ — ^The ipirit 
and ability which have diAinguifhed your admi- 
niftration will not therefore allow me to fuppofe 
that this appointment will be fuiFered to remain 
Sifolitary meafure. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

WILL. KNOX. 



No. VI, 

Cofy of a Letter from Mr. Knox to LorJWAi.- 
SiNOHAM, in anfwer to his Lardfbifs defrc 
that he would ajiji him in putting the Ameri' 
can Packets upon a better footing. 

My Lord, 28/A Augu^^ 1787. 

TH E fubjeil you propbie to me in the letter 
I have juft recaved, is perhaps the one which 
I have leaft confidcred of all the branches of 
Gcrt^nment ; but as fer as I have knowledge, 
or can acquire information, the refulc ihail be 
ait your fervke to make whatever ufe yon tbJuok 
i . . _ it 
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it may be appCed to. It is my conflant habit 
to treat every thing which refpefts Govern- 
ment fyftematically as a part of xhc whole, and 
toconfider, in the firft place, its relative ufes 
and efFe£ts with regard to the whole, before t 
diink of any means for its improvement, for 
that is only to be encouraged in fo far as it is 
promotive of the general welAre, which I pr«r 
fuppofe to conliil in the prefervatioa of the 
Conftitution. 

The Poft Office has been hidierto conlidered 
K a mere en^ne of revenue to the public, and 
of jobs to individuals ; its utHity to Adminiftra* 
tion as a quick and preferable mode of intelli- 
gence, under the controul of Government, wag 
never thought of, and even its convenience to 
commerce was very little attended to. My ideas 
always run in a different channel, but it was 
impoffible for them to reach the fountain head 
when there were fuch infurmountable obftruc- 
tions in the paflage. Mr. Pitt's adoption of 
Palmer's plan for expediting the domeftic cor- 
relpondence, and direfting the eftablifhment of 
Packets between IVTilford Haven and Waterford, 
, ia confcqucnce of Mr. Beresford's and my re- 
ftefentationi fhews his views to be as enlarged 
C a upoa 
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^jjtpn this fubjeft, as upon points. of gceater 
jnagaitude, and therefore Ihope your.Lordftiip 
will ;^ye.full fcope to yoijr judgement in form- 
^ig.a j4an for his confideration, comprehending 
tjie .^yeral ohj^s p( Governmmt tttilityi com-, 
^ej-cial hettefit, ix\A tncreafe of revenue ^ but each 
jn preference to the other in the or^er in which 
I have placed thein. ^If fuch be your L+ord- 
^ip^? pyrpofe, I will Iketch the outline of it, 
^d fugged every meafure which maj'be riecef- 
iary for giving it effedt : but as in doing this I 
imybe ouly wafting time, from not knowing 
y^ur JLordfliip's or Mr, Pitt's Intentions, I 
fhould wifli to have Ibme converfatiqn with 
you upon t)^e fubjed, 

I beg your Lordfhip to believe me your moft 
^^thfuj and affedioii^te fervant, 

WILL. k:nqx. 



Na 
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No. VXI. 

plans for improving the Correjj>ondtn€e Utwtm 
Great Britain^ Ireland, and the fiveral Sri' 
tip Cff/otties in j^^i^ricat the ^eji Indies, Mid 
the Umted States, and between each other. 

Tl^Ij^-S <^ tmnqpUlky are the moft pr(^c 
^aibn*s fpr reviewing the ftatc of the empire, 
improving ,it3 adyaptages, mending its defe^, 
and preventing future evils ; and the great al- 
terations Y'hich have been made in the political 
conditicm of the Britilh dominions fince the 
peace of 1763, furnifh the ftrongeft rcafons 
for fo doing, both fpeedily and with great at- 
tention. The feparation and independence erf 
1 3 of our American colonies, and the eman- 
cipation of the legiflature and legal judicature 
pf Iceland, make fuch a change in our circunv 
&nces, that the old mode of treating our de- 
pendencies mull be exploded, and a new fyften> 
formed, better adapted to our prefent fituation. 
What that fyftem fliould be, is matter for the 
r^igus c^44^nttiqn of his Majefly's confiden* 
)i^ii fer-vajits, and it woyld not begome me to 
I fuggeft 
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fuggeft any ideas refpeiSing it, but fucfi as the 
particular branch of Government upon which 
my opinion is defired rauft neceflarily have 
with it, give occafion to. At the iame time I 
think it proper to obferve, that as the great 
annual increafc of the public revenue (exclu- 
five of what may be fuppofed to arife from the 
prevention of fmuggling) is chiefly occafioned 
by the general increafed confumption of taxed 
commodities by the inhabitants of the improved 
parts of England, whofe expenditure is no* 
become nearly equal to the whole of their in- 
come, no conliderable addition to it can be ex-- 
pefted to be drawn from them by any new mode 
of taxation whatever ; for if nearly the whole 
be already fpent in taxed conunodities, any new 
impofition, if it be produftive, muft necefla- 
rily lefien the produce of fome former one, 
where there is no room for increafing the in- 
come by greater exertions of labour or ikill. 
The ummproved and diftant parts of the empire 
muft therefore be looked to for ferther re- 
iburces, and every encouragement ihould be 
given to their acquiring wealth, ftimulating 
them at the lame time to the exercife of the 
means put in their power to attain it, and to 
Ipend it again, by facilitating their in.tercourie 
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-mth the capital, and circulating among them 
a relifli for its luxuries and refinements. The 
ableil; miniAer cannot extract a conliderable re- 
venue from an indigent people ; but he muft be 
a fcrry financier who cannot find the means of 
making wealthy fubjet^s contribute largely to 
the Aipport of Government, and therefore the 
firfl great principle of finance is to make the 
people rich. Should then, what I am now go- 
ing to propofe, {or may hereafter propofe if 
tailed upon) for promoting the prolperity and 
facilitating the communication with the difant 
and ummproved parts of the empire in a manner 
Beneficial to the conflitutio», be the occafion <^ 
Ibme immediate and dire^ expenditure of the 
public revenue, I muft beg that due credit may 
be given to me on the other hand for the aug- 
mentation it may receive from the operation, of 
the meafures I recommend. And in order to 
prevent too hafty a judgement of the probable 
t&c&s of thofe meafures, I will give an inftance 
of the extraordinary, and (to fuch as are not 
in the habit of reflefting deeply upon fuch fub- 
jefls,) unexpefted confequences which have 
followed the embodying the militia of England : 
great was the outcry at the time of the lofs of 
hands to agriculture and manufaftures, and the 
injury 
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injury the public would foffetin by'tfife hrf)iH of 
idleiiefa and diffipation the lowef people would 
acquire from iti and none of the moft fervent 
of its advocates ever ventured to* defend it as 
Kfcely to promote^ tillage and estend" manu&c- 
tures: Yet fiich have been its effeffsr; for the 
men whb had never eat any other than barley 
or rye bread at their own hcrafes, having been 
fed with wheaten in their camps, ■ carried back 
with them fuch a relifli for it, that neither they 
or th4ir fellow labourers have fince eaten ai^ 
other bread; and hence the cohfumptiion of 
wheat his fo greatly enereaied, that althbogfi 
iriuGh morfc is now grovm thaii before the peace 
of Paris, very little has fincte beeri- citpoiisd^' 
nor is it likely that any large' quahilMes will- be 
to be fpared hereafter, as the' corifufnftibft is 
every day increafiiig. The- good'- cloktha-tooV 
with which the men were' fupplied^ whikj'th^iy 
feived, has had' a like effeft upbn^their teffe ftrf 
apparel, and' as they conftibitf'-'mbife'mfaftufiiC'^ 
tures^ and their expence has become greatei*J 
ihey have been forced to wcSrlt harder ; for ilO 
people can fiiftain anihcreifeSd'esfpraltJi-'vnchotit 
increafe of labour, thofe who fubfift by ftaud or 
plunder bong too few innumber tb'beallotii^d 
anexcepcion. Theremoval-of-theTegiriicAtsttiifed 

in 
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in the nUmofkAuring countiti bits otUh vibim 
then were none, or ibnle only in th^r ini^cy^ 
has alio femd to fpiiad or perh& fubh matia* 
h&arei, and (»nle()uently to increafe them, A 
that in faft the ei^ndituR of revenue, whieli 
the GaUing out the militia occaiioned, has beea 
coni|wnfdted &r in a iiiperlative degree, hy thi 
jdocare of the produce of the taxes njion eon' 
fifflipdon, betides augmenting Ae nxioaid 
mahh by the increafe ef its tillage and ih* 
l^reading of its manuia£lurss j and thus, vrhill 
nor ingenious eitiniat^s att endeaVouiiAg t# 
Kcoust for the difflinuDon of out exports ef 
wheat b)r fuppefing bad hatreds and fean^ 
erops, or the converiioii of arable land im6 
pafhuage, di «f wMeh arc tntrtiCi The in* 
creaib of 9kf hmu corffiunftioH, which lievel 
occurs to them, gites ( 6jr expbtUtioiit of A* 

The getting piffefflw- of Atf gsneril edrre< 
fpoadcDce of ^ i^o&s is s p^sx, objea of 
goreiaaieBCr aod^ fiipatated as th^ fevenl parti 
of this cmpiie ««, addfs^blii as ate the civil 
prwera of till execiuti^e, it i> Hrke^ effential 
Yi dis esAence «('<b« IfatM \ for when ther» is 
m ff/^9m ftWi^ m r«^ j^ attaekrwheii 
U imdck 
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made, the greateft vigilance is neccffiuy, in 
order to prevent it, and the getting early intel- 
ligence of the defign is what renders preven- 
tive meafures effeftual. The great improve- 
ments lately made in the EngUfti poft-office, 
has brought the whole inland correlpondence of 
this iflarid, and between it and Ireland, into the 
government channel, but a very fmall part only 
pf that between Great Britain and our Americui 
Colonies, and between than and Ireland, pa^s 
thrbugh it. The infrequency and tedioufnefs 
pf the Weft India and North American packets 
jwould be fufficient to induce all forts of per- 
fons to fend their letters by private fhips, as 
the quicker cotweyance ; but they are liltewiie 
incited to do fo» by the confideration of iaving 
their corr^fponflents the charge of the iea poA:* 
age. It would however be a moft cruel out- 
rage to humanity, and exceedingly, injurious to 
trade, iii the prpfent ftate of the packets, to 
lay the matters of privjate fliips under the iime 
reftridions relpeftlng the carriage of lett^s, as 
the drivers of waggons and ftage coaches; hut 
if the Government conveyances were made ib 
freqiient and expeditious as to fiilly an(wa:>every 
purpofe of trade, there could be no ground of 
objeftion to the fubj?fting all letters thought fcr? 
private 
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private fhips, which did not relate to the cargo, 
to the payment of the _^i»»/o^jg-*astheywould 
have been chargeable witli had th^ corlie by 
the packets, and as an additional number of 
packets would be neceffary to juftify this regu- 
lation, fo would the incrcafe the revenue would 
diereby receive, be much more than iufficiftnt 
to defray the addkional expence ; for I believe 
it is now pretty generally known, that fre- 
quency and expedition in the conveyance wll' 
multiply the correspondence, and that giving 
facility to correfpondence will increafe trade, 
and the increafe of trade will again increafe the 
correfpondence ; but ihould any one doubt of 
the truth of thefe pofititms, they will find them 
fiiUy proved by the poft-office accounts laid be- 
fore Parliament ; for it appears that in 1710, 
the grofa produce of that revenue was only 
111,6411. and in 1744, it was 235,492!. but 
in 1764 it amounted to 432,648!.. fo that in' 
the firfl 34 years, although the crofs pofls had 
been eftablifiied towards the latter end erf" that 
period, the increafe was only 124,031!. which is- 
equal to an increafe of 3648L per annum, 
v^ereas, in the 20 yeats following, the incr^e 
was nearly 200,000 which, is equal to an an- 
nual increafe of io,oooL And it ought to be 
D * caa- 
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can&^ted^ tb» of the laft »o jraarsy 12 wec« 
yeus of wur wi& Sjnio, and fix of dio& t a, 
of vox wtk France alfa ; and that of the pve* 
teding 34 yaxs, ooty 5 were ye^a of war, 
ai^ ^%t with %9in only> Aod if we take a 
i^w (^ t^ pjrogceTa <^ mw^a&MJcei ihcou^ 
tUs cwvKtry* we iliaU find th^ havo fii^Dwod' 
tbefam trach tvUb tit pofi, md extemkd with 
tvtry fuiBy givtH Ut corrtfffmimas ; nor caa 
thene be affigned any odier caiu& fin* the manu-> 
f^ftuxers of the wed &Ea.veUing to die nprthy 
without takiog Wales la thek way> thaa tfa« 
waat c^ comaMiBiratiQiM^ diroBgh t^ conotry* 
and Q\& of it ; and I have die great &cis&dicai (^ 
being abk b> produce chfr cocont ofUbldfameoc 
of a cotGcm maou&doFy at I^veifbrdwdl^ iOi 
Pembrolwlhirc, aad o£ a. Newfoundland fiftiery 
on Milford Havoi, as the immediate efib^ of 
die pEon^e, andi completiou c^ chat prcKnife, of 
e^Uiihing packets b^weea that haven axid 
Waterfocd, and the hope (thpugh hitherto K, 
dc^uiive (H»e) ^Mtttr- im^kr « 



Warranted by thefe ^^,. I am pot afraid toi- 

aflert, that the plans I a^-.goiog to propoie^ bjRr 

placiilgtbe whole corrcfpc^ence between Gr^. 

Bn^aia, Irelaiidj and £ii^^^^^ in. tbo.h^nds.of 

Cfovem- 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Goo(^fe ■ 



t *9 ] 

CSovemmcnc, and t^ its celerity increaHng die 
trade of the empire, will be found beneficiaL CO 
die revenue in its confequences, though it 
flunsU be. ex^ieoiive to it in the ouHec, which, 
however, \iiU by no means be the ca^e. 



WEST INDIA PLAN. 

THERE are now two packets dilpatched 
every nuMidi to the Weft Indies, ono to pro- 
ceed dire^y to Jamaica, the other to make the 
tour (rf" the Windward Iflands. They perfonB. 
thor voyages in Something more than foue ' 
numths, and' ten packets are employed in the 
fcrvice.. Neither of thefe packets touch at Pro- 
videfikce or Bermuda, and the mails for thofe 
peaces and the Carolina's are left to find theu* 
way thither as well as they can,* fa veiy de- 
ft^ve, though cxpenfive, is the prcfeht fyf 
tem. Hut.ifit took in all' thole places which I 
have iaidare. left out, ftlll would a monthly 
conveyance be inTufficient to anfwer the pur- 

** SucM was thca fiJ i ig r i ncntaf the time this plan iraa 
fttfueii fons^ltofimon baa. &ioe been, miuk, but o£^ 
lltde .-confeijuence. 
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poles of trade, or to give Government pofief- 
fion of the whole correfpondence. 

My propofiticm, therefore, mil go to the pro- 
viding three conveyances in every month injiead of 
one, and to the difpatch of thirty-fix Weji India 
math inftead of twenty four, in every year, and 
to take into the fyftem not only Providence and 
Bermuda, but the Carolinas and Georgia alfo. 
To efFe<5l this, no more than eleven packets 
will be wanted to fail from England and return 
to it, and three large Bermuda floops, and three 
imall fchooners to continue in the Weft Indies, 
One packet only to fail from England on the 
firft, tenth, and nineteenth of every month. 

I will fuppole the firft to depart on the firft 
day of January, with the mails for Barbadoes, 
and all the windward iflands, St. Vincent's, 
Grenada, Jamaica, and Providence, and for the 
Carolina's and Georgia alfo. Upon her arrival 
at Barbadoes (fiippofe on the firft of F«;bruaiy) 
her mails, with her paflcngcrs for St Vincent's, 
Grenada, and Jamaica, are to be put on board 
one of the three Bermuda floops, which I fhall 
call the Leeward iOand packets, zi^ ihe (tbo 
En^lifli 
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Engliih packet) is (after flopping twent|r-fbur 
hours to take in water for the reft of t|ie voy- 
age, and the homeward mail, which muft be 
ready, and any paflengers that are ready alio, 
and fuch l»gs, with letters for the other iilands 
and the Continent of America, as the poft- 
mafter fl^l deliver to her) to proceed to Do- 
minica, Antigua, St. Chriftopher*s, and Tor* 
tola,, flopping only twelve hours- at eadi, ta 
land or take on board paflengers and change 
her mails, and to take on board fuch bags wtdi 
letters, as the poftmafter fliall deliver to her 
for the places before menti(Xied, and proceed n> 
Crooked Ifland, where Ihe is to deliver to one 
of the three fmall fchooners, which I fhall call 
the Carolina packets, the mails for Providence* 
&e Carolina's and Georgia, and her bags with 
letters for thole places, and alfo for Bermuda, 
Virginia, Maryland, and the whole northern 
^flrid, and proceed 6irt&\y to England with 
the homeward mails flie has colle&ed in her 
rQiJte. It is fuppofod flie will make her paf- 
£ige from, Barbadoes to Crooked Ifland in nine 
days, fo as to arrive there the loth of February, 
and that her whole voyage will be performed in 
rwelvc weeks, 

The 
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Thefecond En^ifli packet U ttful the loth 
of January, and to arrive atBarbadoes die lOth 
of February, and, after ftoppiog 14 hours, and 
difpatching her mails for St. Vincent^s, Grenada, 
Jamdca, and Bermuda, by the ieauid Jamaica 
packet, proceed as the firft bad done to Crooked 
lil&nd, where ihe will arrive the 19th of Fe* 
bruary, and where fhe is to deliver her iiiaU» 
Sot Providenoe, the Can^a*s and Georgia, and 
her bags with kcters for Bermuda, Virginia, 
and Maryland, and the whole northern difttiA 
before mentioned, to the iecood Caco&tt 
packet,, and as the firft Jamaica packet wHl theq 
haye had 18 days to go fixnn Barbadocs to St. 
Vtficent^s, Grenada, and Jamaica, ftopping 
oa^ 12 hours at eac^ of the iirft, and 24 
hours at the laA, and to- beat up the windward 
paflage to Crooked Ifland, ihe will be therg alio 
on the 19th of February, and the Englifh packet 
having received fnxn her all her homeward 
mails and pafiengers, is to pinceed dire^y tQ 
England, and the Jamaica packet having' de- 
Iwered) to the fecond Carolim Ichooiter all het 
bags with letters for Bermuda, an^ for 1I19 
whole Continent of America, is to msdM the 
beft of her way to Barbadoes, to mMC the fourtli 
Bnglifh packet on the ?8th of February. 

The 



T,.Goo(^le 



[ 3? 1 
The third Englifti packet -is to Cul the ijth 
of January, and arrive at Barbadoes on the 19th 
of February, and after {topping 24 hours, and 
dilpatching her mails for St. Vincent's, Grenada, 
and Jamaica, by the third Jamaica packet, and 
taking on board "her lags with letters for the 
Windward Iflands, Bermuda, and the Continent 
of America, as the former had done, proceed 
as the others did to Crooked Ifland, where ffie 
will arrive the 28th of February, and tBere 
meet the fecond Jamaica packet, and having 
received her mails, and delivered to the third 
CaroUna packet the mails for Providence, the 
Carolina's and Georgia, and the bags with letters 
for thofe places and Bermuda, and the whole 
northern dirfrift, proceed direSiIy to England, 
and the Jamaica packet, having alfo delivered to 
the third Carolina packet her bags with letters 
for the lafl: mentioned places, is to return direftly 
■ to Barbadoes. 

The fourth Englifli packet is to iail the 28th 
of January, and arrive at Barbadoes the 28th 
of February, where, finding the firft Jamaica 
packet returned from Crooked Ifland, fhe is to 
' take on board the bags with letters (he may 
have brought for the Windward Iflands, and 
^ difpatch 
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iSrpatch her as before to Jamaica, and proceed 
herfelf to Crooked Ifland, in like maimer as 
the preceding packets did, where (he is to ar- 
rive the 6th * of March, and there meet the 
third Jamaica packet from Jamaica, and the 
firft Carolina packet returned fromCharleftowii, 
and having exchanged mails with the latter, and 
taken on board thofe brought by the former, 
and delivered to both her bags with letters for 
their refpeftive diftrifts, proceed to England ; 
and thofe packets having exchanged their bags 
with letters for and from their refpeflive dif- 
tri£ts, are to proceed on their refpeftive routes.-f- 

The 

* The (hortnefs of the month of February will always 
occafion a little derangement, but the length of tlic 
' preceding and following months will balance it. ^ 

t My reafons for fending the Bermuda .floops down to 
Jamaica, and the Englilh packets along the Windward 
iflands, were thcfe two ; The firft, that the voyage the 
Engliih packets would have to make being ihorter, ten 
packets would be fufficient for the buGnefs, whereas if 
tliey went to Jamaica, eleven would be wanted, and the 
faving theexpenceof a packet,was of fomc confequence. 
The other. That large Bermuda Hoops were better 
adapted for beating up to the windward than tlie Englifh 
packets, and would therefore perform the voyage with 
more certainty, and in lefe time. However, as 
tlw accommo4ation of Jamaica is deemed fupe- 
rior to thofe coniiderations, I have no objeflion'lo 
changing the deilination of th? Englifh packets and 

lending 
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The plaii for the fouthern diftriiS being now 
complete, and the proper meafures taken for 
connefSing it with the northern diftriit, I Ihall 
fubmit a plan for giving equal iacility and -ce- 
lerity to the correfpondence between Great Bri- 
tain and the northern diftrift, and conne£ting 
the two together, fo as to form a complete and 
comprehenfivc fyftem for the whole American 
correfpondence. 

There is at prefent only one monthly packet 
eftablilhed between North America and Great 
Britain, and the packet goes from Falmouth to 
Halifax in Nova Scotia, where Ihe delivers her 
mails for Nova Scotia, New Brunfwick, St. 
John's, Canada, Newfoundland, and Cape Bre- 
ton, and from thence proceeds to New York, 
where Ihe delivers her mails for all the United 



fendiog them to jRmaica, and fending the Bermuda 
floopa along the Windward lilands ; and m that cafe they 
Ihould be ordered to come back by Bermuda, and the 
bags for that ifland, and the whole northern diftrift, 
delivered to them, inftead of the Carolina fcliooners, 
which might be ordered to return to Crooked liland 
direftly from Charleftown ; and as their voyage would 
he fo much fliortened, and might be perfotmed in i S 
days, two fchooners would be fufEcient for the pur- 
pofe, and a faving of one of them, fet off againft the 
uldition of an Engl ifli packet to accommodate Jamaica, 

E a American. 
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American States, and from thence rtturns to 
Falmouth. As fhe muft remain at Halifax and 
New York feme days, in order to give time to 
the inhabitants of thofe places to anlwer by her 
the letters Ihe brings them, her voyage takes 
up near five months, and occafions the employ- 
ment of fix packets for that fervlce. The time 
of her flay at Halifax cannot, however, admit 
of even the people of Shelburne and Lunen- 
burg, much lefs of New Brunfwick, or St. 
John's, Cape Breton or NewJfoundland, an- 
iwering the letters brought for them by the 
fame packet ; . nor can the anfwers arrive at 
Halifax from Quebec in time for even the next 
fucceeding packet. The like may be faid of the 
people of Albany, Penniylvania, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and the Carolina's and Georgia, on the one 
fideof New York,andof the peopleof Connecti- 
cut, Rhode Ifland, andMaffachufetsBay onthc 
other ; fo that in fii£t, the Engllfh traders can 
receive anfwers to their letters to Halifax and 
New York only, in the five months, by the 
tteturn of thefe five months pckets, and it muft 
be fix months before they can receive their an- 
fwers from Shelburne and New Brunl^vick and 
. St. John's, Albany, Pepnlylyanla, Connecticut, 
Rhode Ifland, and Mafiachufets Bay, and feven 
months 
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months before they can receive ttienl front 
Quebec, Maryland, and Virginia, and no ctrfrt- 
putation can be made of the time they may be 
received in from Newfoundland, as there is no 
regular conveyance for letters between that moft 
important ifland and Halifex, or any other part 
of the world ; {o that the iyftem for this diftrift 
is ftill more defc£live and imperfect, than thai 
for the fouthern, and no provtfon whatever is 
made in either of them, or in any other •may^ 
'hy Government^ for the conveyance of letters 
from any part of the whole Continent of North 
Americat '^ ^^ o^ of the JVeft India IJlands ; 
fuch is the cafe at preient, and therefore I truft 
that a plaii which mms at remedying fuch great 
defeiis will meet with a candid confideration. 

Upon the fame principles which I before «f- 
tabliflied, in my intfoduftion to the preceding 
plan, iand others which I do not think hecef- 
^ to meiition here, I have formed the fof- 
lowirig plan for carrying oft the cor^efpohdence 
between Gr^t Britain and North America, as 
fer fouth as Virginia, and cortne-aed it With that 
propofed for the Weft Indies, and the thr^ 
fouthern ftates, fo as to give «)(ry/*ir/ included 
in both, an opportunity bf correfponding witii 

every 
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eoery other^ and with Grra.t Britain, threctlmes 
in every month. 

Toef^£lthis, eight Englifh packets, and fix 
Bermuda floops or brigs will only be wanted, 
and a land pofl three times in every month 
from Halifax to Quebec by New Brunfwick ; 
ihould, however, two mails a month be judged 
fufficient for this diftriO:, the number of Eng- 
lilh packets may be reduced to fix, and the 
Bermuda floops or brigs to four, and the land 
pofts from three to two a month. But as three 
mails in every month is the moft perfeft and 
conneds more exaftly with the Weft India iyi- 
tem, I have formed my plan according to that 
idea. . 

NORTH AMERICAN PLAN. 

MY propolition then is, to fend the Englifh 
North American packets to Caplin Bay in 
Newfoundland, and no farther, except in the 
months of November, December, and January, 
when they Ihould go to Halifax ; the voyage 
is much Ihorter from England to that Bay than, 
to Halifex, and it can be made with the wind at 
^orth Weft, which is the violent wind in that 
quarter 
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quarter. I allow, however, for the packet out 
and home two months, though I have known 
the voyage home made in 15 days.* From 
Caplin Bay three of the fix floops or brigs are 
to go to Halifax, and from thence to Rhode 
Ifland, and return from thence to Halifax and 
lack to Caplin Bay ; the other three are to go 
to Bermuda and from thence to Norfolk in Vir- 
ginia, and return from thence to Bermuda, and 
fo back to Caplin Bay ; they will each make 
their voyage in lefs than 27 days, fo that fix 
will afford two for every nine days. I Ihall 
fuppofe then, that the firft North American 
packet upon this plan ihould fail from Falmoudi 
the firft of February with mails for Ncwfound- 

* The vaft importance of the Newfoundland fifhery 
to this country has been long known and admitted, and 
yet no provifion has ever been made for enabling the 
iifhers to carry on any correfpondcncc with their em- 
ployers in England, or their employers with them, 
though nothing could more cffeftu ally promote the bufi- 
nefs than fuch a correfpondeQce, as a fpeedy conveyance 
of intelligence of the fuccefs of the filhery would enable 
the merchants to judge what veffels to fend oat to carry 
the fifh to market, and on the other hand, the know- 
ledge of wJiere the fi(h was moft likely to be in demand, 
would enable the fifhers to fend their fifli to the pro- 
per markets ; to convey fuch intelligence, the owners are 
nov frequently obliged to difpatcb light velfels at their 
own charge, and to the great reproach of Government, 

Jand, 
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jland, -Nova Scotia,, Cape Breton, St. John's, 
;Cana(b, and aU th^ American States (except the 
^Carolina's and Georgia, which are provided for 
in the Weft India plan) and for Bermuda alfb, 
^id arriye "at Caplin Bay in Newfoundland, the 
^■firft of March, and from thence difpatch one of 
.the jhree brigs or floops, which I fliall call the 
.H^ifax packets to Halifax, with the mails for 
■J^oya Scotia, St. John's, Canada, Mafl&chufets 
■Bay, Coonedicut, Rhode Ifland, New York, 
, thejerfeysand Pennlylvania,and one of the three 
] brigs or floops, which I ihall call the Bermuda 
jpackets to Bermuda, with the mail for that 
, ifland, and thofe for Virginia and Maryland, and 
. havjng fo. done return to England. The fecond 
Engliih North American packet fhould faU on the 
joth of February, and proceedtoCaplinBay as be- 
, fore, and difpatch the iecond Halifax packet aiid 
the fecond Bermuda packet with their refpec- 
tive mails ; and the third in like manner to 
.fail on the 19th of February and proceed as the 
. others had done to Caplin Bay, and difpatch 
the third Halifax packet, and the third Ber- 
jnuda packet with their mails, and then return 
■ to. England. The firft Halifex packet to 'proceed 
to HaUftx by the 8th of March, and there de- 
liver her mails .fpr , Nova Scotia, New Brunf-^ 

wick, 
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mck and Quebec^ and taking on board . fuch 
bags with letters aS-thc Poftmafter may deliver 
to her for Miilachulets Bay, Connecticut, 
Rhode Ifland, New York, the Jerieys, Penn- -- 

fylvanja, and flaying twelve hours proceed to 
Rhode Ifland, where flic is to arnve the 1 5th, 
and there dclivo" the whole of her remaining 
mails and bags, and take on board the mails for 
England from all the faid flates ; and alfo fuch 
bags of letters as may be delivered to her by the 
Poftmafter from Nova Scotia, Canada, St. John's 
New Brunfwick, Newfoundland, or any of the 
Weft India Iflands, or for Virginia, Maryland, 
the Carolina's or Georgia; and after ftaying 
twelve hours return to Halifax by the 22d, 
where having dgli^^ered the bags with letters 
for Nova Scotia, Canada, New Brunfwick and 
St. John's, and taken on board the mails from 
thoie places for England, and any bags with let- 
ters for any of the Weft India Iflands, Virginia, 
Maryland, the Carolina's or Georgia, which 
may be delivered to her by the Poftmafter; and 
ftaying twelve hours return to Caplin Bay by 
the 29th of March ; and there meeting the 
fourth Englifh North American packet ex- 
change mails with her, and meeting there alfo 
the firft Bermuda .packet, r^urned from her 
F . voyage, 
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voyagft, deliver to her all the bags with lettera 
for the Weft India Iflands, Maryland, Virginia, 
the Carolina's and Georgia, and receive from 
her fuch bags with letters, as {he may have 
Iwought up from Norfolk in Virginia, or Ber- 
muda, the Bahamas, and Weft India Iflands, for 
any of the places in the diftrift of the Halifioc 
packet, and then proceed to Halifax, as ftic 
had before doue. 

The firft Bermuda packet to proceed to Ber- 
muda, where fhe is to arrive the 8th of March* 
9nd there deliver her mail for that ifland, and 
after ftaying twelve hours, ftand over to Nor- 
folk in Virginia, where ftic is to arrive the 15th, 
and there deliver her mails for Maryland and 
Virginia, and take on board the muls from 
thofe*ftates for England ; and alfp fuch bags 
• with letters for any of the Weft India Iflands, 
or any of the northern or foutheni ftates or 
Britifti colonies in America, that the Poftmafter 
may deliver to her, and after ftayiqg twelve 

* The voyage from Captin Bay to Bermuda bejng 
ipuch Jonger than from Bermuda tp Norfolk in Vir- 
ginia, the arrivalof^his packet at Bermuda will not be 
fo regular as I have fuppofcd it, but the whole voy- 
pge may be performed jn the 2 7 days with greaf eaft. 

houf» 
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hours return to Bermuda by the 2 ad, and there 
deliver to the Carolina packet (or to the Poft- 
mafter for her if fhe be not there, as neither of 
thefe packets muft wait for the other) all the 
bags with letters for the Weft India Iflands, and 
the Carolina's and Georgia, and receive from 
her or from the Poftmafter, if Ihe be not there, 
fuch bags with letters, as (he may have brought 
from any of the northern ftates or colonies, and 
after flaying twelve hours, return to Caplin 
Bay, where fhe is to arrive the 29 th of March ; 
and meeting with the fourth Englifh North 
American packet, ihe is to exchange mails with. 
her, and as Ihe will alfo meet with the firft 
Halifax packet returned there from her voyage, 
deliver to her the bags with letters for the places 
within her circuit, and receive from her fuch 
bags with letters for the Weft India Iflands, 
or the Carolina's or Georgia, as flie may have 
brought with her, and then proceed as ftie had 
done before. 

By this arrangement a letter from Halifex 
will be carried to Jamaica in 28 days, and the 
anfwer will be brought back in 28 more, and fo 
in refpeft to all other places. Some deviation, 
as I before obferved, muft however neceflarily 
be made from this plan ia the months of No- 
F 2 vember, 
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Member, December, and January, when the 
Engtift North American packet fhould be fent 
fiom Falmouth dircdly to Halifax, and the Ha- 
lifax and Bermuda packets dire£led to meet her 
there, inftead of CapUn Bay ; but as only two 
q£ the three Halifex packets will then be want- 
ed to go between Rhode ICand and Halifax, the 
other one may make a voyage or two to I^ew- 
foundland, when the weather permits, or it is 
found nece£&ry. 

Both plans being now completed, the inter- 
courle will continue conftant and regular with 
the whole connexion every niru iiays ; and al» 
though none of the places touched at, except 
Barbadoes and Jamaica, will have more than 
twelve hours to aufwer their letters by the 
lame packet that brings, them, yet as only nine 
days will intervene between the arrival of every 
two packets, there will be no juft ground of 
complaint on that account. I have propofed 
making Rhode Ifland the place for the Halifax 
packet to deliver and take up the northern and 
' middle American Sutes mails at, inAead of 
• New York, becaufe the voyage is fhorter, and 
rthe harbour open all the year, anJ for. other 
reajbns not necejfary to laeniion ; but if tt be 
thought 
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riiought more fit to fend the packet to New 
York inftead of Rhode Ifland, the change wiU 
make no alteradon in the plans, as there is time 
enough allowed for either voyage. 

To ^ve Ireland the full benefit of tfiis plan, 
lad fecurc the whole of her correfpondence to 
it, the Engliih packets place of failing and 
arrival ihox'ld be changed from Falmouth to 
Milford Haven, and the letters for Ireland di- 
■ TcQsd to be made up In feparate mails from 
thofe of England in the Weft Indies and North 
America, and as ibon as the packets arrive at 
Hubberftone, delivered to the Waterford packet, 
to carry over to Ireland, and the Engliih Weft 
India and North American packets directed id 
receive the muls from Ireland, in like manner 
at Hubberftone, arid carry them out with them ; 
this would accafion a great increase df the re- 
venue, and be fuch an advantage to the trade of 
Ireland, as Would put that kingdom in good hu- 
mour with die Adminiftration that obtained it ; 
but as the Comifh members might feel hurt by 
fuch a removal, I would propofc to comptomife, 
the mattet' with tbem, by appfflnting every other 
Anjericah packet only to feil froia and arrive at 
Milfbrd Haven, which would give Falmouth 

five 
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five American packets every two monthsy in- 
flead of the monthly ones that now go from 
thence, lb that Falmouth would be a gainer by 
this plan of fix packets in the year, more than 
flie has at prefent, which m'uft filence all com- 
plaints of oppofition from that quarter; and 
once in eighteen days may be a frequent enough 
conveyance for the generality of the Iriih mer- 
chants correfpondence with America, efpecially 
as they would get their letters fo much fooner 
after the packets arrival than they now dp, and 
Could take proportionably fo much longer time 
in anfwering them, they having now a daily 
conveyance to and from Hubberftone. The in- 
tervention of eighteen days between the failing 
of every two packets would give tiine for the 
northern as well as the fouthern parts of that 
kingdom, to anfwer the letters by every fuble- 
quent packet, which were brought by the pre- 
ceding one, and the people of Waterford, Cork, 
-Limerick and Dublin, who are the chief expor- 
ters to the colonies, might avail themfelves of 
the intermediate Falmouth packets, to anfwer 
. thar letters brought by every Milford Haven one. 
But Ihould all the American packets continue 
to lail from and return to Falmouth, none of the 
towns in Ireland, except Dublin, could polfibly 
anfwer 
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anfwer the letters brought by any of the Ame- 
rican packets by tlie return of the next; ibr,as 
after the American mails arrivcd^in London, the 
letters for Ireland would be four days in 
getting to Dublin, and the anfwers would be 
four days in returning to London ; eight of 
«he nine days between the lailing of the packets 
would be Ipent in the travelling of the poft be- 
tween London and Dublin, and confequ?ntly 
only one day would be left for the people 
of Ireland to receive and anfwer th«r letters in, 
which therefore none but the people of Dublin 
could avail themfelves of; indeed the people rf 
Cork and Kiiifale would not have more than 
three days to anfwer their letters by the fccond ' 
packet that failed after they received them, as 
fifteen days of the eighteen would be fpent in 
the pofts travelling between Londim and thofc 
places, whereas the people of London would 
have the whole nine days, and the people of 
Briftol fix ; Liverpool four, and the moft diT- 
tant parts o£ England at leaft one whole day to 
anfwer by the next packet, the letters brought 
to them by a former one. Nor would the re- 
moval of the packets from Falmouth to Mil- 
ford Haven deprive any of them, of that ad- 
vantage, as t}ie diftance from Milford Haven to 
J-ondoi) 
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lyjndcin is not greater' than from Falmouth Co 
London, and dier^re, as the trading intereft 
rf England can receive no fort of injuiy by the 
removal, and it is (rf moft eflcntial importance 
to the trade of Ireland, other inferior confider- 
ations ought not to be allowed to i);and in the 
way of fo great a national objeft to that king- 
^m, ndr would that loyal but high fpirited 
and fenfible people brook {o offenflve and in- 
jurious an inibnce of difregard and partiality in 
the Britifli AdmiaiAration, as the preferring the 
petty advantage a little borough in Cornwall 
^lerives from a few travellers, to the commer- 
cial inter e/is of ail Irehtad, 

I have mentioned Crooked Hland as the plape 
of rendezvous for the three packets in the 
fouthem diftri^, becaufe I am informed it is a 
good aiid fafe road, and has plenty of excellent 
water, and exactly in the way from Jamaica by 
the Windward paflage ; and Caplin Bay in New- 
foundland for the rendezvous of the three 
packetsin the northern diftrid, as the place moft 
trpnvenient for all the three. 

To nwke niy plans more eafily underftood, 
1 have- marked by dotted lines upon a chart of 

tho 
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^c Atlantic Ocean, the trads of each of the 
feveral packets, and referred to them by the 
letters A, B, C, D, E, F, but it is only for 
the purpofe of explanation I have done it, and 
not with any intention of defcribing their exaA 
courfes ; any difcovery therefore that I have 
gone to the leeward of a rock, or Ihoal, or 
ifland, when I fhould have kept to the wind- 
ward, or the contrary, will bring no imputation 
upon the plans, or the want of accuracy in their 
author, for I am not propofing any improve- 
ment in the manner of navigating the packets, 
but only mean to fliew how their voyages may 
be rendered more beneficial to the public. 
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lEiNG a native of' Ireland, and fcctfiving 
the firft rudiments of my political education 
from one of the ableft and beft informed ftatef- 
men that ifland ever produced, the late Sii* 
Richard Cox, I was early well acqujunted with 
the ftate of that great, but unknown and neg- 
Jefted member of the Britifh empire^ and fo 
thorough a knowledge had I obtained of its 
wants and grievances, that foon after I re- 
turned from America, in the year 1761, I was 
able to take lip their conftderation, and lay ibme 
propolals fof their redrcfs before a refp«£bble 
body of Ififh noblemen and gentlemen j who 
called tbemfelves the Donnegall Society, whofb 
avowed purpofe was to promote the intercfts 
of their country, but which ended, as Irilh 
meetings generally do, in toafting its frunds 111 
a the 
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the BritilK Parliament, and drinking full bum- 
pers, with three cheers, to the proiperity of 
Ireland. And in the year 1 763, when the peace 
was negociating, I prefent^ to the Earl of 
Hallifax, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty, a ftatement of the 
comparatively higher duties impofcd by Spain 
upon Iriih hnens, than upMi thofe of France, 
and joined the late Mr. Elhs, Agent to the 
Linen Board, in foliciting his Lordfhip*s good 
offices. t;o obtai^. a^. eqji^al^tit^,^ ^ImI^ his 
^lOrdihip aijured ipe he \vouJiJ: ^jenfton tp the 
Earl of By,te, bufc npthipg v/a$ then dpne> or 
has, yet been done in the bufiiefs. 

The general indifpofitipn. rf the grrat meo, 
of Ireland, to do any thing, for their, country, 
and their fear, of obftrvifting their own pro- 
motion in England,, by being iUlpeftfid pf at- 
tachment to it, left me no hc^xs of their fup- 
port in carrying into execution the plan I had 
formed for promoting the profperity of Ireland, 
in coincidence with that of Great Britain and. 
America, and combining them in, one common 
intereft, unlefs I could give an influenoe to the 
great body of the people over them, and engage 
them to.exert it for dieir own^ a^. tbek coun- 
try's 

n,r„i^=<i-,Go(.i^lc 



[ 3 ] 
try's intereft and advantage. Thd adminiftni' 
tion of Ireland (for it never had any tiling Jik« 
a fyftcmatic government) had long been car- 
ried orl by contra^, and a reciprocity of jobs 
between the contractors and thole birds of paf- 
fage, the Lord Lieiltehants And their fecretaries, 
widiout the ksA attention to the Aate, or inte* 
refts of the country ; and as the members of the 
Houie of Commons held their feats for life, 
there was no fort of intercourfc between them 
and their ccnftituents, much lefs had Aey any 
influence over them. The goycmment there- 
fore of Ireland, though in fpeculation an exa& 
pi£lurc of that of England, was, in fa£t, anarif- 
tocracy* or rather an oligarchy, and therefore 
my firft obje-Sk was to demolifli xhe corrupt fe- 
bric, and to give the pec^le their proper fljare 
in the government, and cMnpel their reitfefen- 
tatives to pay attentioa t6 their intcreHs. TKo 
obvious means of effeitiag this was to pro' 
eure a litaitatiwi' to tlfc duratioqr of Parljamerrf, 
and with that view I drew up the- papfcr^ No, i , 
in the Appendix^ and prefented it to Lord Fre-i 
derick CainpbeU* when he was Appointed Se^ 
ctetafy to ix)rd Towilfliend. How for thai 
jK^per in4«wc?4 the meafure I know not, but 
» i Trelani 
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Ireland owes the octennial aft to that adminiilra* 
tjoa. 

, My fituation of .Under Secretary of State, en- 
abled me todifcover the fentimeats of the King's 
confidential friends towards Ireland, and it was 
with exceedingly great iatisfaftlon I perceived 
in them all, particularly in Lord North, the 
tnoft liberal and friendly fentiments towards it, 
infomuch that I entertained the ftrongeft hopes 
rfiat if we fucceedcd in fettling matters with 
America, every part of my plan would be 
adopted. 

The firfl: mcafure I propofed was, the admif- 
fion of the Irifh into a participation of the New-- 
foundland fifhery ; and when I fqund my pro- 
pofal rcliftied by the minifters, I drew up the 
paper, No. 2, which I put into Sir Stanier Por- 
teen's hands, to deUver to Sir John Blaquire, 
then Secretary to Lord Harcourt, who was in 
Ijondon, .butwith whom I had not then the ho' 
nour to be acquaintal, and afterwjirds tranf- 
mittcd to him the further propofitions con- 
tained in my letter to him. No. 3. That very 
fpirited and fenfible gentleman, the firft Iriflj 
gccret^y that, I believe, ever thought of fo- 
Jiciting 
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Eciting any commercial favour for Ireland, 
adopted my propofitions refpefting the fifhery, 
and purfued them with fuch zeal and ability, 
diat the bill was immediately brought in and 
pafled here, and a fimlkr one in Ireland, a copy 
of which Sir John ftnt me in his letter. No. 4, 
The fenfe that gentleman had of my ferviccs 
to Ireland, and Lord Harcourt's adminiftration, 
mil be heft feen in his own letter to Lord Har- 
court, upon an application I had made to him 
in behalf of an unfortunate brother, which he 
Was fo candid and honourable as to fend to me 
open, with permiffion to keep a copy of it, and 
which X have given in the Appendix," No. 5. 

The acquifition of Lord George Germane to 
the Cabinet was a fortunate circumflance for 
Ireland, and infured the accomplilhment of my 
plan, which I opened fully to his Lordfiiip, 
and which he found to correfpond fo entirely 
with his own ideas, that it was his conftant de- 
claration to his intimate friends ever afterwards, 
that whoever wanted to know any thing of Ire- 
land or America muft come to me. To remove 
the abfurd prejudices which their patriots had 
inftilled and inculcated into the people of Irc- 
Mnd, and to give them right notions of their, po- 
litical 
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litical fituatioiis and commercial rights, inordec 
to prepare them to accept my intended propofi- 
tions, and give theih their full fupport, I drew 
up and privately circulated the Trad, intituled, 
*' Conjideratiom on the State of Ireland" in the 
Appendix, No. 6, taking care that I fhouldiiot 
be known for the author, and I find it has .been 
generally attributed to Mr. Jenkinlbn, (now 
Lord Hawkelbury) who never faw the manu- 
fciipt. And in my Pamphlet in defence oi the 
Quebec Ad,* I placed the harfh and impolitic 
condud of the Irifh Proteftants towards their 
Roman Catholic fellow fubjeds in fo ftrong 4 
light, and treated their prejudkies in a note with 
fuch ftriking ridicule, that its publication ferved 
more to reconcile them to that perfecuted people 
than all the laboured appeals of their advocates \ 
jnd whoevef attentively reads Mr. prattan's 
and Mr. Ord's fpeeches, fiw which the one was 
rewarded with a grant of 50,000!. and the odier 
with a penfion of 2000L per annum, will find 
the whole fut^ance of both comprised io tho^ 
publications. 

The next ftep which I took, with LonJ 
George Germaine's concurrence, was to opet^ 

* A fccond edition of which, with other papers, i^ 
piepanng for the prefs^ 
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t- paft of my plan to the Iriih adminlitrati0ti« 
and to get them to make the application for al- 
lowing Ireland a participation in the trade a£ 
the Britifh Colonies ; and as I had then no cor^ 
re"lpondence with Sir Richard Heron » I wrote 
my letter. No. 8, to n^ friend Sir Lucius 
0*Brian, which produced the letter from Sr 
Richard Heron to mc, No. 9, 

Soon after. Sir Richard Heron came to Eng- 
land, and from his converfetion I found that 
the Irifh Privy Council were afraid of ^ving 
offence to Adminiftration, by naking the ap- 
plication I had pointed out ; but upon my affur- 
ihg him that all I propofed they ihould alk for 
Would be readily gtanted, he went back with 
die determination to make the application, but 
before his departure, recollcaing that no fuch 
apf^cation had ever been made by the Iriih 
Frivy Council, and that there was no precedent 
for it in their books, he begged 1 would give 
him a draft of the letter which it would be pro- 
-per to fend over, which I accordingly drew up* 
The^klay i« tranfmitting the' demand* however, 
Qceafipned me to write the letter to him. No* 
10 i and as our correfpondence from thence- 
forward became regular, I have only to refer to 

the 
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the feries of It, as arranged in the Appendix, to 
fliew the part I took Jn a bufinefs which all 
mankind had hitherto looked upon as imponible 
to fucceed in, but which was accomplifhed with 
very little noife or buftle,, and with the greateft 
cordiality and moft perfeft good humour on both 
fides. The whole of this correfpondcnce I lent 
up from Pembrokefhire to Mr. Roie, on the 
17th of February, 1785, for Mr. Pitt's infor- 
rnation, when I firft heard of his Commercial 
Propofitioiis to Ireland : but fuch is the tran- 
fcendant fuperiority of itituitive omnifcience 
over the dull acquifitions of experience and 
fcientific knowledge, that the receipt of my 
letter was not even acknowledged to me, and I 
beUeve not one of my papers were ever read, 
for when I applied to Mr. Rofe for them, at 
Lord Sackville's defire, who wifhed to fee them 
before he ipoke upon the Propoiitions, they 
were returned to me in the very form I had fent 
them up, and my own letter to Mr. Rofe upon 
the top of them. 

An intimation had been givfin to itle by Sir 
Lucius 0*Brian, in 1778, of the injury Irelarid 
fuftained by the embargo upon butter, and I 
reprefented the grievance in fuch a hght, that 

its. 
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iei rtmcmi was ordered ; and the paper, ^a 
44, widr the Itfter^ Na 45, Aom diat moA 
abb and fttta Aiend hi irdand, ^ late %ieaker, 
wilt te&iiy ta who(e appUcatioa it Was owing 
that die endjarj^o upon the beef was likewi& 
taken a£ 

A reCbn&ioa injurious to Ivd&nd which had 

been chi&de&meiy in&rted in the fifhety adis, 
I got ceiBoved the next ledlonr .and obtained a 
dec&ntion ia the: zSt of P&rUament that IriiK 
ihips^ were to be deemed Srttilh in all tcfpeSti 
whaterer. 

I had' propofed to Mr. Ed«n, when he was 
appointftd Secretary to Ireland, the eft&bUfli- 
raenr c^ a national Bank, which was a part of 
ray principal plan, and upon receiving his let- 
ter, No. 46, from liieland;, I fent him the an- ' 
fwer. No. 47. 

I havie not given, this detail of paft tranlac- 
tions merely to emblazon my own merit. Or to 
derive others of the importance they had af- 
fiimed from them, but to fet the public, and 
efpecially my countr3Tnen, ri^t in two very 
b ^material 



T,Google 



oiaterid points in which thoy have been mndt 
deceived, or deceived themfelves. The one is«. 
that all the conceHions made to Ireland, andall. 
the advantages ^ven to her trade antecedent to 
the year 1782, were /circf*/ from the Adminif- 
tration by the terror of the Irifli Volunteer^. 
The other, that there was no plan, no fyftcm, 
or any conneflion, either political or eommerT 
cial, in what was done, but that one thing was 
given up after another, juft as the ncceffity 
urged, or the conceding humour prevailed- For 
whoever reads over the correfpondence in the 
Appendix, muft be convinced that the whole 
Cabinet, and particularly Lord North, and my 
much-lamented nohle friend Lord Sackville, 
who teftified the moft friendly, generous, and ; 
enlarged feniiments towards that country, . 
throughout the whole proceeding ; and that 
every thing which wa^ done, W3S well confi-: 
dered, confiftent, and wife ; that the plan was : 
formed and agreed to before any volunteers were 
raifed. and would have been carried into exe- 
cution to the lame extent if they had never ex- 
ifted ; ^d when the late indigefted, rafli, igno^ 
r?nt, and abortive manageinent is contraftcd 
wit^ what was then e^fted, I traft thofe noble 
I perfons, 
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perfwis, with whom I had the houour to ftrve, 
will not fuffcr by the compariibn. I truft toOj 
that the Earl of Buckinghatnfhire and Sir 
Richard Heron will receive^ through this pub- 
lication, that (hare of the public regard which 
their hearty defire and earneft endeavours to pro-i 
fflote the interefts of Ireland and the general 
welfare, ib well entitle thmi to. 

As I well know that the generous arid waml 
hearts of my countrymen, who mzy penife 
thefc papers, will incite them to inquire wHat 
has Ireland done for a man who has done'-fo 
much for her, when (he does fo much for thofe 
who never rendered her any fcrvice ; I think 
it feir to fet down an anfwer, which I fhall do 
in the words of St. Paul, that / have not ought 
to accufe my nation of^ nor either of the adminiftra- 
rioris who had the credit of my fervices. Lord 
Haccourt obtamed the office I folicited for my 
brother ; and befides the letters to me from Sir 
Richard Heron, which lb repeatedly cxprefs the 
Earl of Buckingham's kind difpofition towards 
me, that goitleman made me, on the part of 
bis Excellency, an offer of a handfomc penlion, 
for myfelf or Mrs. Knox, upon the Irilh efta- 
b z bliihment; 
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bliflimeot ; but as I had thea good hppe of re- 
covering my Americaa property, which produ' 
ced me an income equal fio aU my deHms for 
'mylelf and my £unily, I declined the gene* 
rous offer, preferring the grarification of bong 
able to refieiS: that I had rendered xay country 
more cilential ferrices than had ever been per- 
formed by any of her fens, and that 1 was the 
only one of them, that had ever declined her 
bounty, or refiifed to be a burthen upon her. 
Could I, indeed,, have fore&en what has iince 
cogQc to paTs, that I fhould not only be deprived 
of my cftate, which remitted me from 1 700 /. 
to 2000 /. per ann. but of all my offices, which 
yielded me 2500/. more, and that a peofion, 
which pays 4.40/. per ann. would be here deem- 
ed an adequate compenfation, not only ibr them^ 
but for all my fervicee alio, I confefs I Ihould 
have been lefs ambitious of difplaying my <^n- 
tereftednefa in the eyes of my countrymen. 

Since ray removal from office 1 have had no 
opportunity of bringing forward any o£ the re- 
tbaining parts of my plan refpefting Ireland, nor 
have I had any epiftolary intercourfe with the 
chief governors of that kingdom, except upon 

the 
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the fulled of the Americaa forrtfp otu knct ; for 
I thought it n^t to appn& the Mirquis of 
Buddng^iain of what I had propoled, in cider 
to give his Excellency an opportunity of laying 
his claim to the merit of obcaining (o coniider* 
able an ad^rantage to die trade of Ireland, b^ aa- 
early and ftrenuous application for the ilatioii 
of the alternate packets at leaft, at Milford- 
Haven, and I accordingly tranfmitted to his 
Excellency a complete copy of my paper, with 
my letter. No. 48, Feb. 2.7th, 1788. Had his 
Excellency judged it nccefl&ry to take any ftep 
for augmenting the inhabitants, and preventing 
emigration from Ireland, I prefume my ideas 
would have been called for, and in that cafe I 
(hould not have been found imprepared or back-> 
ward to communicate. I had taken the liberty to 
fuggeft a meafure for the Kke purpofes to Mr. 
Pitt, in a paper I fent to Mr. Rofe, No. 49, which 
I never heard more of; but as, notwithftanding 
the difregard Ihewn to thofe objects by thofe 
great men, I IHll conceive them to be deferving 
fwae attention, and as the &me meafures will 
in a good degree ferve for both kingdoms, and 
the lame reafbhs will excufe me from making 
at.prefent any farther difclofure of my plans 

to 
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to other, than. I did in die paper I ient to \Lr. 
Ro&, I Ihall beg leave to refer you to the copy 
of it, which I have given in the Appendix ; but 
fliould your refpedable fociety think proper to 
take up the conlideradon of thofe important 
objeAs, I Ihali be at all times ready to furniih 
you with every information I am polfeflcd of. 



jiS 
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^S durmg the Vihole of the tnmfaSiiofu to which 
the following correfpondence refers^ I had the 
bufnefi of the American Department to attend 
tOf and which never food fill on that account^ 
the reader will not expeSi more than a cUea^ 
^nd plain communication of my ideas infuch of 
the letters as were written by me,fory in truths 
they "Were all written upon thefpur of the occtt" 
&«, and I had not time to revife, much lefs to 
copy any of them, 

J have tfot ajked the permif^on of the writers o/* 
at^ of the others for publi/htng them, hut as 
t^ey muf all derive honour from them, I trufi 
fhey will excufe the liberty I have taken. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. I. 

Paper delivered to Lord Frederick Campbell , when 
appointed Secretary to Ireland^ 1 767. 

X HE ftate of IrelamJ in reipcft to defence, 
diftribution of juftice, liberty of the fubjeil, 
and almoft every branch of internal policy, (re- 
venue only excepted) is the worft of any coun- 
try in Europe ; its calamities are ftill aggravated 
by the unwillingnefs of the people to be re- 
lieved from them. The government of that 
kingdom has been for leveral years purely ari^ 
ftocratical, notwithftanding the ^parent form is 
the fame as that of Great Britain. For as the 
King's reprefentative refides but while the Par- 
liament is fitting, he never has it in his power 
to exercile government uncontrolled, and as his 
attention muft then be chiefly engaged in legif- 
lation, he has no opportunity of difplaying his 
executive authority, and for that reafon, he is 
r^cr contemplated by the people as a branch 
B of 
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of the Ic^flature than the executor of die laws. 
The vacation of Parhament, which in this king- 
dom is the time for the kingly power to maru- 
feft itfelf and recover its luftre, which is always 
cchpfed by the fitting of Parliament, is in IrC:- 
land the feafon for the ariftocratic influence to 
extend itfelf ; the adrainiftration of government 
being then committed to the leaders in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

This is the fource of all the mal-adminiftra- 
tiou in that kingdom. The party leaders will 
always be more attentive to the fupport of their 
own authority, than to the well-being of the flate. 
Popularity, or the general voice of the people, is 
not very material to them, becaufe the members 
of Parliament being chofen for life, they are not 
dependent on the good will of the people for their 
feats. The attention of the leaders is, therefore, 
confined in a great degree to the members them- 
felves aijd their friends. Inftead, then, of equal 
juftice to all the King's fubjeds, the laws arc 
frequently permitted to be violated with im- 
punity, by thofc who have intereft with mem- 
bers of Parliament. Rights of commoiMge are 
taken away from the tenants without any com- 
penfation, and all prefentments of fuch griev- 
ances are rejeded by the grand juries, nor will" 

an 
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an Attorney General move for redrefs. No in- 
quiry after the perpetrators of crimes the moft 
ihocking, if fuipedted to be perfons of con- 
dition ; witnefies publickly bought off, efcapes 
managed, or pardons procured, when all other 
methods of evading juftice have been found in- 
efftfhial. Neglc6: of duty and felfe returns 
in the miUtary officers connived at,' and the 
fortifications fuffered to fell to ruin, notwith- 
ftanding the frequent grants of Parliament for 
their repair, for fimilar reafons. All public 
works converted into flagrant jobs, and the 
private gratifications voted by Parliament, 
diftributed without even the Colour of de- 
fert or impartiality. Commitments to prifon 
are neither reftrained nor limited by law ; any 
fubjeft may be confined, and none can demand 
his trial or releafe. People of any intereft have 
nothing to fear from this want of proteftion in 
the laws, for the reafons before given ; and 
the wretches who fuffer, have no means of 
making their grievances known, or of obtaining 
rcdrefs. Aflaults upon the lower people, if 
committed by a geniieman, are never puniihed. 
No grand jury would find a bill againft him, 
nor is the practice of the Crown office there, 
equally in favour of the fufFerer with what it is 
her^. The receipt of the reveriue is the only 

B 2 thing 
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dung attended to, and its produce is tmnptT^ 
fufficieht for all the purpofes of GoveFnmcnt ; 
diere is, however, evident marks of partiality 
to the better fort, and oppreffion of the poorer, 
in the laying of fome of the taxes from whence 
it comes. The hearth-money tax is a flagrant 
inftance, as there is no exception of a fingle 
hearth to any who does not receive alms, and 
dierc is no increafe of the rate, let the number 
(rf" hearths in a houfe be what they may. The 
coach duty is alio an inftance of the partiality 
of the great ones to themfelves above the mid-^ 
Jing people, for no man pays for more than 
one carriage, let him keep as many as he wiU, 
^nd he who keeps bu; one, pays the fame for it. 

All thefe evils bang reducible to this one, 
Uie tyranny of the higher orders over the lower, 
the redrefs of them is, on that account, ex-' 
ceedingly difficult, and the chief Governor who 
(uras at it, muft expeft oppofition frran thdfe 
who have the power to injure him, they being 
the oppreflprs ; and he can hope for Ktde af- 
fiftance from thofe he icrves, who are the t^ 
prefled, I have takoi no notice of the Houfe 
of Ijords, beoaufe, in died, ^cre is nwic" ift 
Ireland; the Privy Council ccmipoTe the fecpnd 
brandi tif the l^giflgture in that kJngdpm. The 

Lords 
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Xxirdd muft be veftcd with authority, however, 
before the prefent oppreifive iyftcm can be 
diffiilved. 

The Crown has now no ufe of its Peers, and 
without their aid, the Commons will always 
be too ftrong for it. TTie two points to which 
a chief Governor's whole adminiftration fhpuld 
tend, ought to be, the exaltation of the Peers, 
and the protection of the lower people. The 
depreffion of the Ariftocracy will follow of 
courfe ; but qny meafure directly for that pur- 
pofe would bring deftruflion on a phief Govern 
nor. The meafures which I ihould propoie, 
would be flow in dieir operation, and whofe 
tendency would not immediately be perceived. 
Pc^ular bills might, be begun in the Lords, 
and ibme of the Iriih Peers, who are able men, 
fent over for that purpoie- . 

The conftani relidcncc of tho IjOrd Lieute- 
nant would be of all things the moft ncceflary ; 
but as die ufe intended to be made of thai: 
ftep has been fo puWicly declared, it might be 
better to poftpOTie that for fwne time, at haA, 
*«itil ibme other things were dcaic. Directions 
^^Wbe givento the Judges of AiE«c, to mquirc 
?fter grievances among th? lower people ; and 
wher? 
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where prefentmoits were rejeaed by the Cjrand 
Juries, to order the Attorney General to pro- 
fecute ex officio^ at the expence of the Crown. 
The Judges ftiould alfo be direded to qualh 
all presentments of roads or bridges, or fuch 
like jobbs, which were calculated for the ao- 
.commodation of particular gentlemen, and not 
of pubhc utility. In fine, to encourage the 
lower people to look up to them for protecSiou 
againft the 'fquires, aa4 to teach them fome- 
thing of independency. 

Limiting the duration of Parliaments would, 
til my humble opinion, be a meafure of great 
importance to thele ends. There is much to 
■beiaid for and againft a Septennial bill : but, to 
me, the arguments in fevour of prerogative 
feem to promote that bill. It may be worth 
whUe to inveftigate them a little. A Houfc 
of Commons once chofen, without limited du- 
ration, it ie faid, will have no apprehepfion but 
of diibbliging the Crown, becaufe, from tljc 
Crown only will the members have to fear for 
die continuance of their feats. But it is to be 
confidered, that the meafures of the Crown are 
not always unpopular, and, that when they 
are not, the Crown lofes the weight of the peo- 
ple with the members. The puipofcs of the 
Crowii, 
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Crown, I fuppofe to be the good of the nation^ 
and the oppoliticHi, I fear, is an o{^fition to 
public good, for the iake of private advantages 
or factious combinations : the buiinefs is how 
to controul fuch oppofitions. 

If a Parliament has an unlimited duration, 
the ^r of a fad:ion will be that of a fudden 
diflblutionby the Crown ; and to provide againft 
that, they will go all lengths to flatter the pre-> 
judices of the people. If the Crown diflblves 
them, in fuch a cafe, they are fure of being 
re-chofen, and the Crown lofes by the exercife 
of its dernier prerogative. If the people be 
with the Crown, and agauift their reprefenta- 
tives, the Crown can diflblve them, the feptenniaj 
bill notwithftanding. But the legal expiration 
of their term is a much lafer ground for the 
Crown to get rid of them on, than by a prero^ 
gative diflblution. The exertion of that prero- 
gative will ever be unpopular, and niay change 
die minds of the people who are favourers of th« 
Crown, whereas a diffplution of courfe leaves 
the Crown at liberty to take mcafures for the 
annoyance of its opponents, without the charge of 
making the occalion. Belides, the acquaintance 
with bufinefs acquired by members from long 
fitting, the factions to be formed, and the cut- 

n,o,i,7?(i-i.Gi:H, 



t 8 1 

tjng off all; [*oje(Ss for oppofitloa in future eletf-* 
tions, make long Farliaments infuiitely mbre 
£)n]oidabIe than tbofe of limited duratum. 

The Crown, wHl always find means of having 
hs fervants choft ; and it is no finall advan- 
tage to meet with veteran troops, an undifci- 
plined army. I once had the honour of being 
A MInifter in an American Colony,* and I held 
my poft for fix years ; the three firft I had to do 
with the fame affembly, but I had an annual one 
for the other three ; and if 1 wt(hed to make 
die Crown abfolute, I would prt^ole a bill for 
an annual Parliament. Experience is clearly oa 

* I was appoiated one of his Majefty'c CoudciI and 
ProToft Mai&Al of GcorgU by the Earl of Haji&x, in 
t^ year 1756) to aiBft in promotuig the {ettlement, and 
forming the civil conftitution of that infant colony, the 
bewly appoiated governor, my earliefl and mofl inti- 
inate friend Mr. Ellis, a gentleman whofe tranfcendent 
talents had then raifedhimto tb&t high office, and aft^r- 
Vacds made bim. the confidential &iend of the £arl <^ 
Egremont nrhen Secretary of State, and ftill fenders him 
the delight and improver of all the literate focieties in tbtf . 
dtf&rent countries he-viHts, as well as in his own. H« 
iifed to fay of himfeif and me, when confuhing upon the 
little affairs of that colony, that we were like two fireen- 
^cs ere&ed to raiie water fi>r a cabbage garden. — What 
we did for that Colony will be f«en in a future pubUca;- 
tion. 

my 
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my fide. It was a Houie of Commons that 
had fat fixteen years, that propofed the bill for 
excluding the King's brother; and it is evident 
to all men, that the Crown has lefs influence 
in the Irilh Houfe of Commons than in the Bri- 
tifli. The fum is, no Houfe of Commons 
will long aft in oppofition to the fentlments 'of 
the people, unlefs they have power to re-chufe 
themfelves ; if they have that^ the Crown can 
never dilToive them, nor will their legal diflblu- 
lion be of any importance. If they be depen- 
dent on the people for their feats, they will be 
careful not to forfeit the regard of the people, 
becaufe their regard will make them indepen- 
dent of the Crown. If the Crown has any influ- 
ence in the eleflions, a diflblution of courfe is 
the only way for the Crown to avail itfelf of 
that influence, and a prerogative dilTolution will 
deftroy all pofiibdlity of advantage from it. As 
a means therefore of reducing the Irifh Houfe of 
Commons to a Democracy inftead of the Arifto- 
cracy they now form, I wouldadvife afeptennlal 
bill. Such a bill would greatly ierve to raife 
the lower fort, and to prevent the oppreflions of 
the gentry, and, in every view, would much 
ferve diftributive juftice, and to releafe theten-i 
KTOts froni their abjeft iervility to their landlords. 
C No, 
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No. II. 

Paper delivered to Sir John Blaquire^ in iyy6. 

UNTIL the aft of the 12th of Charles 
the Second, called , the Navigation Ad:, there 
was no reftraint upon the Colonies exporting 
their commodities in foreign bottoms, and to 
foreign ports ; by that a6t they are prohibited 
from exporting any of their commodities ex- 
cept in Englilh, Irilh, or Welch fhips, three- 
fourths of the crew to be Englllh. That a£t 
did not prevent the importation into Ireland of 
any American produds direftly from the Color 
nies in Irilh fhips, nor were any commodities 
whatever prohibited to be imported into the 
Colonies from Ireland. 

The 15th of Charles the Second is the firft 
&& which reftrains Ireland from a free commu- 
nication with the Colonies, by enabling, that 
all commodities of the growth or manufadlure 
of Europe ihall be imported into the Colonies 
from England, Wales, or Berwick, and in Eng- 
lilh built Ihips. Such fhips are, however, 
allowed to take in provifions in Ireland. That 
the fhips muft be Engliih, is further declared in 

this 
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this aft, by requiring the Mafter to produce to 
the Governor on his arrival in the Colonies, a 
certificate, that the Ihlps are English buUt, or 
belonging to England, Wales, or Berwick. 

By another claufe in that aft, all fiih is pro- 
hibited from being imported into England, ex- 
cept in Englilh built ftiips or veflels, or fliips 
or veflels belonging to England, Wales, or 
Berwick. 

The aft of the 22d and Z3d of Charles the 
Second direfts, that the word Ireland Ihall be 
left out of the bonds to be given for the due 
landing of enumerated commodities, and there- 
fore they can no longer be imported into Ire- 
land from the Colonies. AU fuch commodities, 
and every other except hats and woollen manu- 
faftures, may be imported into any of our Co- 
lonies from any other of them, and in (hips be- 
longing to any of the Colonies, and the produfts 
and manufeftures of every Colony, except hats 
and woollens, may be exported from any Colo- 
ny to another in Colony ihips. 

By the loth and nth of King William, for 

the encouragement of filhlng on the banks 
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of Newfoundland, all his Majefty's fubjefts 
are authorifed to fifli on the banks of New- 
foundland, ai heretofore ; even if thefe words 
fhould be allowed to include the Irifli, they 
cannot avail themfelves of it, for the ifland of 
Newfoundland is an EngUih plantation, and 
no Ihip belonging to Ireland can enter any of 
its harbours ; neither can any fifhing tackle or 
materials for the fiftiery be carried from Ireland ; 
nor can provifions be carried there in fhips 
belonging to Ireland, and therefore it is impof- 
fible for the Irifh to carry on any fifhery at 
Newfoundland. The fame may be faid re- 
fpefting the Whale and Oil fiihery, in the 
gulph and river St. Lawrence, and coaft of 
I^bradore, while every Colony is intitled to 
a full participation in both with the people of 
England, and their ihips allowed to be Engliib. 

No. III.- 
To &> John Blaqjjire. 

JVhitehdl, 12 March^ '776. 
{Copy.) 
MY earnell wifties for the profperity of Ire- 
land, and in that for the honour of its prefent 
adminift ration, incite me to fend you the in- 
clofed 
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clofed copy of a letter from a gentleman much 
connefted with the New England fouthem 
whale fiihery, but a true friend to this country, 
and to acquaint you, that the principal proprie- 
tors of the veflels fitted out from Rhode Ifland 
and Nantucket laft year for that fiihery, were 
lately here, and I had much converfation with 
them. I endeavoured to direft their attention 
to Ireland for the feat of their fiftiery, now that 
they can no longer carry it on from North Ame- 
rica ; and enumerated the many advantages 
they would have in fitting out from thence, 
which they appeared fenfible of, but oppofed to 
them the want of men of fufficient capital to 
make the neceflary advances, and the probabi- 
lity of a bounty being given by ParUament hero 
upon the importation of bone. Thefe objec- 
tions. Sir John, point out the difficulties which 
Ireland labours under in the eftabhfhment of a 
fifliery, and yet I think tliey are to be removed 
by the exertions of an able adminiftration. One 
great object of the plan I formerly opened to 
you was the aifraSling the unemployed money of 
%urope into Ireland. My prefent fituation, and 
the circumftances of American affairs, will not 
admit of my making Ireland a vifit for the pur- 
pose of putting matters in train for bringing my 
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fropofitions before Parliament ; waving that bu- 
finefs therefore for the prefent, I will mention 
to you- what occurs to me as the beft means of 
promoting the Iriih fiftiery, and inducing the 
New Englanders to make Ireland the feat of 
their whale fifliery. A bounty, fimilar to oxir 
Greenland bounty, upon all fhips fitted out 
from Ireland for the whale fifhery ; a premiiim 
Upon the erecting of boiling houfes for the 
blubber ; an application to miniftry here to 
allow the importation of oil from Ireland duty 
free, a bounty in Irelaiid on the exportation of 
oil from thence. The grant of a bounty, fimi- 
lar to the Greenland bounty, on whale bone 
imported into Ireland by fhips fitted out from 
thence ; the permiflion to import whale bone 
from Ireland into England duty free. — -The 
Irifti Parliament taking the ftart in this bu- 
finefs, of whatever may be defigned here, will 
turn the attention of the New Englanders to 
that country, and the manifeft profit to be 
tnade by this fifhery, will induce the monied 
agents here to fupply them. We can have no 
hopes of obtaining bounties here on ihips fitted 
but from Ireland, but if you give the fame 
bounties, and the importation from Ireland into 
England is free, it will operate very nearly as 

much 
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much in favour of Ireland as if the bounties 
were given here. I think when you are doing 
this, it would be a good time to give a bounty 
(linailar to that given here by the Aft of laft 
feflion) to the firft twenty Ihips fitting out from 
Ireland for the Newfoundland fifliery. No op- 
portunity can ever be more favourable than the 
prefent for pufhing any meafure for increafing 
die navigation of Ireland. Indeed I do not 
think it would be difficult to obtain an aft, de- 
claring Irifh ihips to be Engliih to all legal in- 
tents. You will pardon me for flating thefe 
matters to you, for I am fure you are anxious 
to mark Lord Harcourt's adminiftration by pub- 
lic fervices ; and the readinefs you have ihewn 
to receive any communications from me with 
that view, leaves me no doubt of your giving 
this the attention It may deferve. 



No. IV. 

Dublin Cajlky 14 May, i??^* 

My dear Sir, 

II" mujl he fame JathfaSlton to you to fee bo'w 
little youf ideas are unattended to, hotv likely they 

are 
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tare to proffer for the good of this country. Mj- 
unufually hurried time has put it out of my 
power to enter upon this correfpondence in the 
way I could have wiflied, and that it deferved ; 
but the caufe has not fufFered, my friend Sir 
Lucius, who profeffes a million of obligations 
for my having configned him to your acquain- 
tance, has followed it up with his wonted dili- 
gence. I feel a remorfe of confcience'when I 
fay, that I have been engaged in any bufiacfs 
which could fuperfede this ; aflure yourfelf it 
has not been in pleafure. 

I am, with unfeigned eftrem. 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful 

humble fervant, 

J. BLAQUIRE. 

' This letter tranfmitted copy of a bill for the 
improvement of tlie fiftieries of Ireland, giving 
bounties to the Newfoundland (hips. 

No.V, 
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No. V. 

(Copy.) 

From Sir John BLAoyiRE to LarJ HAacotfati 

Greenwich, 20 OS. 1776* 
My Lord, 
MR. William Knox, the Deputy Secretary 
rf State, was with me yefterday to acquaint me 
with the death of Mr. Ellis, Agent in London 
fiar die Irilh Linen Board, and to requeft ray 
bcft offices with your Excellency to obtain this 
employment for his brother ; / oweJ at leajl 
this much to Mr. I'f^Uiam Knox, the kirigJom of 
Ireland owe htm a greet deal more; nor is your 
Excellency entirely free from being indebted to him 
for a very 'warm and fuccefsful. exertion of very 
fuperior abilities in the caufe of thefeveral bounties 
panted to Ireland under your Excellency's admi- 
mjlration, thefifheries in particular ; and in the late 
txtenfton of the bounties to thefouthtvard, he has 
80/, he cannot have a competitor in your fiwour. 
I fancy your Excellency will find that Mr. Knox 
is a perfon of eminent charaAer, unqueftionably 
very fit for the office, and with the advantage 
of recurring, upon important occafions, for the 
D affiftance 
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affiftance which his brother, from ability, in« 
clination, the moft extenfive knowledge of the 
commercial interefts of Ireland, and the fitua- 
tion he is happily placed in, can give : I have 
not a doubt but the moft beneficial confcquences 
might accrue to Ireland, fuppofing your Ex- 
cellency has not engaged yourfelf for the ap- 
pointment, aiid on any other grounds than 
thofe I would not have mentioned this matter, 
although Mr. William KnoJc is a perfon for 
whom I have a high regard. 

I am. 
With fincere refpeft and attachment. 
Your Excellency's devoted 

And obliged fervant, 
JOHN BLAQUIRE. 

No. VI. 
Conjiderations on the State of Ireland. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT is the common misfortune of all depen- 
dencies of great empires, that fuch of their 
citizens as are able to make their Way to the 
metro- 
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metropolis, fcldom return to their native pro- 
vince, or bring the knowledge or influence they 
have acquired to its fervice. No coiuitry feels 
this ihisfortune more fenfibly than Ireland ; for 
Dotwithftanding it is no more than a member of 
the Bricifh empire, its conftitution partakes Co 
much of a feparate ftate, that almofl the whole 
of its polity is left to the arrangement of its own 
domeftic government ; and befides the aptnefs 
of men, removed to a ^ftance from the feat of. 
empire, to be fwayed by early prejudices or 
local attachments, their beft calculated projeAs 
for promoting the particular intereft of their 
country muft ever run the hazard of being de- 
feated, by claihing with the particular intereft 
of fome other member, or interfering with the 
general and combined intcrcfts of the whole. 

To the want of a knowledge of the general 
and combined intereft of the empire, in thofc 
who have had the direftion of the ai^irs in Ire- 
land fince the Revolution, may in a great mea- 
fure be afcribed the flow progrefs Ireland has 
made in population, cultivati<»i, commerce, and 
wealth, compared with other parts of the Bri« 
tiih dominions, 

D * |c 
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It it not my preicnt purpc^ to point out in- 
ftances of proof (^ this allertiou,. but there is 
Ode To ftrikiog and obvious, that I camu^ help 
mentiming it. 

In die 19th year of the rdign of James the lit. 
tlie whole number of white inhalMtants in niiat 
tms dien called Virginia, v^ich comprdicnded 
Ae gfltateft part of the Bridih territories in 
Kor^ Amnica, amounted to no more than 
j|.Oo<s *x. ^ndiich time Ireland contained at \ea& 
t mtllion ; yet, with fuch a prodigious ftart, 
we have ieen Ireland, in little more than a cen- 
tuiy, overtaken by Anurica, and in fome par- 
ticuliu-s futpaffed ; for it 15 beyond controveriy, 
diat until her late imprudence in exciting the 
jealoufy, and provoking the refailment of Great 
Britain, Britifli America was nearly as populous 
ju Ireland ; her pieople were better fed; better 
cloatbed, better lodged, and more happy ; {he 
had more ihipping, more trade, and more cre> 
^t; and during the whole time laboured under 
more reftraints from Ejjglifli laws than Irdand 
did, widi a foil much lefs fertile, and a climate 
pother fo temperate or falutary. 

The 
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The author of the following flicets is -a native 
of Ireland ; and, although he has been many 
years engaged in the public fervice in other parts 
of the Britifli dominions, he has not forgot 
what he owes to the country from whence he 
derived his birth, and where he received thofe 
principles that have fupported him at all times, 
and carried him through a variety of iituations, 
without reproach; aud he thinks he camiot 
better dil^hargc his duty to his parent country, 
and to the wnpire at large, than by bringing to 
the piiUic ftodc of IrehBd whatever knowledge 
the many means of information he has had, 
may haveenahied him to acquire. 

' His lirft object is to endeavour to lead his 
countrymen to reflefl: upon their own condition 
as a people, to inveftigate the confUtution of 
their government and the nature of their con- 
nexion with England ; and in* doing this, he - 
btreats them to diveft themfelves as much as 
poffibk of their early prejudices ; to inquire 
before they form their opinion, and not to take 
that upon truft from others, the truth of whidl 
they ought to have examined thfemfelves. 

What is now laid before them will, he hopes, 
call up their attention, and turn their thoughts 

into 
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into a right channel. He intends to wait its 
efFefts, before he proceeds to offer any propo- 
fiuons, refpeding either the external connexions 
or internal polity of Ireland; but he pledges 
himfelf to his countrymen to bring forward, 
in due time, fome of importance in each clais. 



CONSIDERATIONS. 

THE end and purpofe of all government 
being the advantage, fafety, and happinefs of 
the community, the general difcontent of the 
people is at all times an argument of a defedive 
conflitution, or of mifcondu^ in thole to whom 
the adminiftration is committed : when the lat- 
ter is the cafe, a change of minifters will pro- 
bably prove a remedy ; but if the mifchief lies 
deeper, and has its fource in the conftitution 
itfelf, a change of minifters will only Icrve to 
increafe the public ill humour, and by exciting 
hopes which cannot be gratified, add the relent^ 
ment of difappointment to the anguifh of for- 
mer grievances. It feems therefore highly pro-r 
per to inquire into the nature of our public 
evils, and to trace them to their fountain, before 
anyjnethod of redreffmg them is propounded ; 

for. 
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fpf , until we have a hit view of the difeafe* wft 
fliall not be able to judge of the probable effects 
of the regimen that may be offered for our 
relief. 

Without going back farther than our me- 
mory will ferve us, we Ihall fiiid fuch diverfity 
in the charadiers of our feveral chief governors, 
and variety in the meafures of their adminiftra- 
tions, as ftrongly to inchne us to fuppofc that 
they would not all have failed as they did in 
giving content to the people, were it in the 
power of any chief governor to give it. We 
execrate the liibtle Lord Carteret for aiming to 
deprive us of the advantages of biennial {&{-■ 
fions of Parliament ; and we are not better 
pleated with the undefigning Lord Townlhend, 
who has fecured and improved that privilege 
by an octennial eledion ; we accufe Lord Chef- 
terfield of fapping the foundation of the Irilh 
intereft in Parliament ; and we cenfure Lord 
Harrington for putting himfelf into the hands 
of the Ariftocracy, and confenting to their vio- 
lent and arbitrary attempts upon the freedom of 
our eleftions. The Duke of Dorfet is never 
to be forgiven for opening a new channel of cir- 
culation for the King's fevours, and it (eems to 

be 
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be the great grievance of the prefent hour,* that 
file hands through which they then pafled arc 
oo IcMiger employed in diftributing them. The 
Duke of Devonftiire is blamed for effefling aa 
. union of the contending parties ; and that he 
governed by a fa6tion, is one of the crimes of 
the Duke of Bedford ; and whilft the unaccom- 
modating pride of the latter nobleman is recol- 
lected with difguft, the facility and politenefs of 
Lord Halifax is branded with the epithets of 
felfhood and infincerity. In fhort, fplendour 
and magnificence is ufelefs profufion in Lord 
Northumberland, and an attention to domefUc- 
ceconomy miferable parfimony in Lord Hert- 
ford. A large redundance of public treafure 
liad well nigh undone the kingdom in 1755, 
and an increafe of its domeftic expences have 
brought it to the verge of bankruptcy in 1 772. 
It is needlefs for me to multiply inftances of 
our difcontent, or to expofe the contrariety of 
the caufes we affign for them, efpecially as it 
is not my purpofe either to vindicate the cha- 
raders or conduct of our Viceroys, or to revive 
die public clamour againft them ; all I mean to 
(hew is, that the people have been uneafy under 

* This paper was written in the year 1772. 

aU 
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all adminiftrations, and that, judging of the fu- 
ture by the paft, there is no likelihood of their 
being content with any chief Governor, until 
the conftitution of Ireland receives fome im- 
provement. This is a point of which I wifli 
my countrymen to be fully convinced ; for lb 
long as they entertain a hope of feeing an admi- 
niftration to their mind, they will be apt to 
join in the cry raifcd by the faftious againft 
every chief Governor, vainly flattering them- 
felves, by his removal, to make way for their 
fevourite ; and thus, inftead of bending their 
force to remove the cauft, they will continue to 
be, as they have been, the dupes of defigning 
and artful leaders, exclaiming againft its necef- 
fary efFefts, without any public principle for 
the bafis o£ their opinion, or any conftitutional 
rule for the direftion of their conduct. Let mo 
then entreat my countrymen to confider this 
matter with ferious attention, and then fairly 
fay what are the public aiSs they wifh to fee 
take efleft, and what are the meafures they wifli 
to lee purfued by a chief Governor, and I will 
appeal to their candour for confelling that nei. 
ther thole a£ts nor thofe meafures are to be ex- 
pefted from any chief Governor fo long as you 
CftOfi(J|r youriclyes, and are confidcred by Eng-> 
E land 
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land as a {epairate kingdom and having fepara'te 
interefts ; can you hope to be deemed a depen- 
dence of the Englilh crown only for the purpofe 
of being proteited by the EngUfli fleets and ar- 
njies, and enjoying the advantages of the trea- 
ties and alUances procured by England, and be 
confidered by her as an independent people in 
all other refpefts f Such notions are too abfurd 
to be entertained by fo fenfible a people, and 
therefore I flatter myfelf you will give me your 
candid and ferious attention, whilft 1 endeavour 
to trace die caufes of your uneafinefs, and point 
out the means of their removal, 

To have the clearer view of this very imporr 
tantfubje£l, it will benecefl&ry to go back to the 
origin of the connection between England and 
Ireland, and to inquire into the motives which 
induced it, and the principles upon which it was 
founded, 

From the imperfetSt accounts we have of tJic 
ftate of Ireland antecedent to the arrival of 
Henry the Second, compared with what we 
know to have been the ftate of England at the 
feme period, it is eafy to prove that the intror 
du£tion of the Jaws and quftoms of England 

into 
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into Ireland by that monarch was A conliderabld 
boon to the people of Ireland. The tenure by 
which the inhabitants hold their lands is in all 
countries a fair teft of the freedom or deipotifm 
of the government, for where-ever the people 
have a right to be confulted upon afts of ftate, 
they never fail to ule that right to fecure to 
themfelves a fixed property in their lands, 
which, next to the liberty of thar perfons, is 
deemed the moft important confideration ; and 
indeed there is good realbn it Ihould be foconii- 
dered, for perfonal freedom in a country where 
there is no certain property, is no otherways be- 
neficial than as it ertables the inhabitants to re- 
move out of it, and feek their fortunes under a 
better conftitiition of government. 

Nothing could be mofe wretched than the an- 
cient condition of the people of Ireland appears 
to have been in refpeft to property in their 
lands ; pofleffion was the only rule of right 
among the inhabitants, and as by the cuftom of 
taneftry, the captain, or head of eachfept, wag 
eledlive, it is eafy to fuppofe, that upon the fuc- 
ceilion of every new captain, room was tp be 
made for the accommodation of his friendsj by 
the removal of thofe of his prcdeceflbr or oppo- 
£ 2 nent ; 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



[ »8 ] 

nent ; and as the fame cuftom prevailed in x!ae 
iucceffion of their princes or kings, the conti- 
nual wars, rapines, murders, and defolation, 
which wc are told of, appear to be no more 
than the neceflary effefts of the barbarifln of 
the conilitutictti ; what a bleffing then was the 
introduition of feudal tenures to this people ! 
and therefore it is not furprifing that the great 
men of the ifland fo univerfally and inunediate- 
ly embraced the offers of Henry, and, relin- 
quifliing their former titles, confented to hold 
their principalities and domains of him as their 
feudal Lord ; for by fo doing they acquired for 
their children a right of inheritance, and conti- 
nued their own pofleffions in their families ; nor 
were their tenants lefs benefited by the change, 
as they were of courie to hold their farms of 
their lords upon the like conditiwis ; and of this 
they were made more fecure, as well as in their 
perfonal eftates and liberties, by the abolition 
of the Brehon law, and the introduftion of the 
laws and cuftoms of England in its room. Few 
of the laws of England, more than thofe of Ire- 
land, were at this time written ; but as in Eng- 
land all criminal, and the greateft part of civU 
caufes were tried by juries of the vicinity, a per- 
petual memory of what was law was kept up 
among 
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among the people, and the rule which goVerii-» 
ed in a former cafe became a dircftion in all 
fucceeding ones ; and as all decrees and fen- 
tences were recorded in the county or manor 
rolls, a fixed and regular iyftem of jurifprudence 
in courfe of time took effect in each county and 
manor; in ibme ihilances, indeed, different 
from that which prevailed in others, but in no- 
thing of great importance, as the fuperior 
courts which attended the king, and the itine- 
rant judges had the controul over all the infe- 
rior courts, and we may fuppofe took, care to 
eftablilh, as near as could be, an uniformity of 
proceeding among them. The Brehonlaw was 
on the contrary the moft defpotic and arbitrary 
that can be imagined ;, every captain or chief 
of a fept appointed a brehon or judge to decide 
all cauies, criminal and civil, among the people 
of his tribe. Caufes between the people and the 
chief were feldom brought, or if they were, it 
is not difficult to guefs in., whofe favour they 
were decided ; but the lord was-not content to 
benefit by the decifions of the brehon in his own 
caufes only, he was equally careful that fome 
profit Ihould accrue to him out of the fuits of 
his tenants. Hence all rapes, felonies, mur- 
ders, and other crimes, were made commutable' 

for 
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for money, and punilhed only by fines to the 
lord, and fome compenfation to the party in- 
jured. As the brehon held his office at the good 
pleafure of the captain, and as every fucceeding 
captainappointedhisown brehon, there is no room 
to doubt that the interefts of the party in pof- 
ieffion were leaned to by the brehon, and indeed 
that his decifions were made the means of re- 
compenling the fervices of the friends of the 
prefent chief at the expence of thofe of his pre- 
deceflbrs. Hafty and unjuft, therefore, are the 
cenfures of thofe zealous champions of what 
they think the privileges of Ireland, upon the 
want of fenfe and fpirit in the natives to defend 
their own laws and pofleffions, and in meanly 
fubmitting both to the will of Henry, confent- 
ing to hold their lands of the crown of England, 
and to be governed by the Englifii laws ; for in 
faft they afted in this refpeft with more wifdom 
than we find any other people ever did in the 
like circumftances. They changed a mode of 
government and laws replete with tyranny and 
oppreffion, and produ<£l:ive of every enormity, 
for a conftitution framed upon principles of 
equal right, and for laws which gave them Se- 
curity in their perfons, and property in their 
pofleffions ; but this was not all, for inftead of 
fubmitting, 
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iubmitting, as it is weakly and falfely alledged, 
to the condition of a people conquered by an in- 
vader, they ftipulated for a common right with 
their invaders, not only to all the privileges 
they Ihould enjoy in Ireland, but to a commu- 
nity of rights and privileges with them in their 
own country England. Where, let me alk 
thefe traducers of our anceftors, ihall we find 
in modern hiftory a conquered people admitted 
to a community of rights and privileges with 
their conquerors ? or, which of the many na- 
tions overcome by the Romans ftipulated with 
that proud people, in the zenith of their power, 
for all the privileges of Roman citizens ? Yet 
this the people of Ireland did, with that great 
and mighty monarch Henry the Second of 
England; they became incorporated with the 
Englifh, and were made one people with them, 
by an union, the moft entire and perfeft that 
can be conceived. Their king was the fame, 
they held their lands by the fame tenure, their 
laws were not fimilar but the fame, their legiC- 
lator was the fame, thejr religion was the fame; 
how happy would it have been for the people 
of both iflands, but efpecially for thofe of Ire- 
land, had this union proved as lafting as it was 
complete ! What horrid fcenes pf wrctchedncls 

and 
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pnd mifery would it have prevented ! RebeK 
lions, maffacres, and devaftations, would not 
have then filled every page of our (hocking 
hiftory, nor would the poverty of the bulk of 
our people have been, as it now is, our re- 
proach among civilized nations ; but on th© 
contrary, participating with our brethren in 
England in every benefit of commerce, profit- 
ing by their wealth and Ikill in manufiiftures 
for the perfecting our own, deriving equal ad-' 
vantages with them from the increafc of the 
colonies, and beneficial treaties with fordgn 
ftates ; peace and plenty muft have taken place 
of poverty and defoktion, and the happinefs 
and profperity of Ireland would have been thq 
envy of all nations. But Providence, which 
frequently ufes the wickednefs of one man as 
the inftrumcnt to punilh the crirpes of others, 
by permitting that rponfter of bigotry and de- 
peit, Louis the Vllth of France, to call Henry 
into Normandy before he had feen his new con- 
ftitution take effect, left the miierable natives 
to fuffer by their new rulers, ^nd eaqh othe^» 
for their former enorqiit^es. 

When a new mode of government and ne^f 
Jaws were to b? introduced, ^t w?^s highly rcn 
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'quifite to appoint magiilraces, well ikilled ifx 
bo^, to adminifter them to the people ; but 
this Henry had not time to do, and thero- 
fore it fell of couric to the brehons to pro- 
nounce judgement, by laws which they were 
wholly unacquainted with, and to eAablifli cuf- 
toms which they had never heaid of. No prp- 
vifion fecms to have been made for the tanift, 
or elected fuccefibr to the chief of each fept, 
and as each captain or head was now becom*: a 
baron, and his barony deicendable to his Ton, 
the tanift was barred of his fuceffion, and with- 
out any compen^tion. It is unncceflary 19 
look for other fources of mifchief ; theft tw^ 
were more than fufEcient to deprive the pep* 
1^ of Ireland of all the advantages the new 
conftitution held out to them, and even to reij-r 
4er it more odious in their eyes than their 9\ra ; 
for as the tanift would naturally claim the fuQ:> 
ceffion by the old law, and the heir of his pre- 
deceflbr would endeavour to retain it wilder th* 
fan£lion of the new tenure ; and Henry ih? 
lord of the fief being abfent, a civil war iij. 
every fept was the neceffary cpnlequence of thc 
(Jfath of the Chief. The tyranny and oppref- 
fion of the Chief, which the people hoped to 
iiave feen reftralned by the Englifli laws, were, 
F on 
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on the contrary, increafed under pretence oT 
them ; for it was eafy for him to dire£t his brc- 
hon to give a colour to the moft iniquitous de- 
cifion, by deckring it to be according to the 
Englifli laws ; and it was in his own power to 
■feize upon the pofieffions of any of his lept un- 
der pretence of their being forfeited to him by 
thefe unknown laws. Indeed when John be- 
came Lord of Ireland, we find him endeavour- 
ing to remedy thefe evils by renewing the char- 
ter of Hairy, and carrying over from England 
a number of learned judges, and appointing 
them to difpenfe the Englilh laws to the peo- 
ple ; his own troubles, however, loon took off 
his attention to the affairs of Ireland ; and it 
was the misfortune of this country, that thofe 
to whom its government was committed, in 
thefe early times, inftead of labouring to draw 
the band of union ftill clofer between England 
and Irelandi took every pofTible meafure for 
feparating the native Irifh from the Englifti, and 
their defcendants who were fettled here. It 
was their villainous policy to excite quarrels 
among the Irilh Chiefs, and then declam them 
rebels, and to feize upon their countries as fo» 
feited by thrir treafon ; and findmg the Bfe- 
,hon laws more convenient to their purpofes of 
tyranny 
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tyranny and bppreflion, they denied their, 
wfctched tenants the benefit of the laws of Eng- 
land, and forced them to refon to their brehon. 
In public and notorious violation of the great 
charter of Henry, confirmed by John, they 
fet up a pale as a boundary between the poficf- . 
fions of the Englilh and Irifh inhabitants, and 
confined the jurifdi)5lion of the Englilh laws 
within the limits of that pale ; nay, what was 
ftill more unjuit, they denied the benefit of 
dioie laws to fuch of the defcendants of the. 
native Irifh as dwelt within the pale. It is with 
pain I relate thefe iniquities of my country- 
men; for it was our ancefVors who praiSiled 
them on each other. The defcendants of the 
Laceys, the Fitzgeralds, the Cavennaghs, the 
Courcys, and many more who may find them- 
felves injured by the recital of the injuftice done 
to thofe they take to have been their anceftors, 
by thofe they call Englilh, ought to change, 
the fubjeft of their complaint, and lament that 
their anceflors were capable of fuch ciuclty; 
and injuftice to their countrymen ; neither the 
government or people of England were inftru- 
mental iu this wrong, any farther than by 
negIe£Ung to take proper meafures for prevent- 
ing it; and the unfettled ftate of thoTe times, 
F a the 
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thi tbnttttiiai cBfputes About the lu^c^cSi, Slid* 
the wars oii account of the territories in FrariCfei 
iiimifli exCufts for that ne|tca. Equally riMi-* 
licious and abfui^l are the endeavours of thofe. 
who by ah exaggerated aceouht ctf thefe traiif^ 
aftions, labour to extite in the pr^fent inhabi-i 
tahts (rf" Ireland, rcferttmettt and ill will agaitvft 
their fellow fubjeifts in England, as if it were 
the afibtftors of the prefent Englifli who in-' 
gifted thefe hafdfhips upon theanceftors (rf the 
^fent li-ifh. No, my countrymen, let us not 
Ite deireived by fuch incendiaries ; they were 
pjually out own anceftors who perpetrated the 
cruelties with thofe who fufiered them. Even 
fiich, whofe names denote them to be of the 
native ftopk which firft pec^led this ifland, 
pught to be caurious how they indulge their 
feelings againft the cruel invaders; for their 
nimes are no iecurity diat their anceftors were 
net artiong the ftppreflbrs, as it became a prac- 
tice with many of the defendants of the Eng- 
Hfh, as Spencer informs us, to change their. 
^aiftes, or alter them to Irifh, in order to give 
a bettef colour to their refiifmg the benefits of 
the ^glifh laws to their tenants, and obliging 
them- to fubmit to thpfe called the Brchon ; 
afciihtt have we better gf^unds to look upoiL 
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9II' tKofe wholf! names are not of Irifli oflgui) af 
diefcendantE of the invaders, for we find aii a£fe 
9f the Irifh ParUatnent, held at Trim by th» 
Earl of Defmond, in the year 1465, the 5th o£ 
Edward the IVth, requiring " every Iriflunan 
" that dwelt ill the counties of Meath, Unil, 
" and Kildare, to take to him an Englifii fur- 
" name of one town, as Sutton, Chefter, 
*' Trim, Skryne, Cork, Kinfale; or colour, as 
" white, Black, Brown; or art or fcience, as 
" Smith or Carpenter ; or oiEce, as Cook, 
*' Butler." 

And h6re it is proper I fhould take notice, 
that liie chief of the hardships infli£bed on the na- 
livelrifli, and thofe which wearethemoftihockeii 
at, were the neceflary confequences of the revival 
of the brehoti law ; for by that law, all crimes, 
as I have before obferved, were commutable for 
money ; and, therefore, when we find a price 
fet upon the head of a native Iriftiman, and his 
murderer was acquitted upon the payment of 
that fum, we ought not to confider it as a fin- 
gle aft of tyranny or cruelty, but impute it to 
its fource, the refufal of the benefit of the Eng- 
lifh laws, and the revival of that of the brehon : 
and it is fomewhat extraordinary, that the vio- 
lent partizanS of what they call the liberties of 
jreland, Who declaitn fo loudly upon theie bar- 
barous 
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barous doings, in the lame breath impeach the 
authority of the Eiiglifh laws in Ireland, which 
alone made them criminal, and thereby render 
thefc very proceedings legal, if not juftifiable. 
That the government in England was far from 
countenancing thefe proceedings of the admi- 
niftration in Ireland is evident, from the aft or 
letters patent of the 1 7th of Edward the Firft, 
dated at Nottingham, in the year 1288, two 
and twenty years before the date of the firft 
aft paffed by an Irifh Parliament, as printed in 
the colleftion of the Iriih ftatutcs. The pream- 
ble to this a<5t declares it tp be, for the amend-' 
ment of the government of our realm vflrelandy 
^ndfor the peace and tranquillity of our people of 
the fame land ; and, indeed, the enacting daufes 
very well correfpond with the intention ex- 
preffed in the preamble, for they prohibit the 
juftice and all other officers of the crown from 
purchafing lands within their refpe£live baili- 
wicks without fpecial licence from the King, 
It commands that they fhould not take vi£lu?ils, 
or any other thing, of perfons againft their 
will ; that they ihould not arreft fhips or goods 
of ftrangers or fubjedts ; but, that trade fhould 
he free and unrejlrained between "England, Wales^ 
end Ireland' And to corre£t this abufe of par- 
doning 
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flbnihg or commuting for murder, the King rt-- 
ferved to himfelf the power of pardoning in all 
luch cafes, and reftrains his juftice or chancel-t 
lor from exercifing that prerogative in future. 

I am not writing the hiftory of Ireland, al- 
though it is highly fit it ihould be done by fome 
one ;* for there is no civilized people upon 
earth who know fo little of their own hiftory or 
affairs as we of Ireland do of ours ; but I con- 
ceive it to be a good fervice to the public, to re- 
move the prejudices which ignorance of the 
truth has laid us open to, and which prevail 
among us, even to this day, in a degree ex- 
tremely injurious to the welfare of our country, 
and highly difgraceful to us, as an enlightened 
people ; for not content with the lingle abfur- 
dity of fuppofmg that no intermixture has hap- 
pened among the inhabitants of fo fmall an 
ifland in fix centuries; a new mark of diftinc- 
tion has been borrowed from religion to fupply 
that of defcent, which might ofher\vife have 
been worn out in fo many ages ; and although 
the reformation did not take place in England 

* This was written before Dr. Lcland's Hiftory was 
publiftied. I am forry its publication has not given mc 
occafion to alter what I had written. 

for 
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£ir 3^0 years after Henry*s iavailoa of Ir^laocl^ 

jet the Proteihnts of Ireland are weak enough 
to ftjgmati^e the whole body of the Rotnaa 
Catholics, as defcei^dant of the ancient Iriih, 
and as fuch, are unwilling to allow them a 
fommumty c^ ri^s and privileges with theon- 
felves : biif that the ancient inhabitants of this 
ifland were equally entitled to all the laws, 
i^hts, and privibges of Eqgliihmen with the 
flngUfti adventurers, has been, I perfuade my- 
felf, fufiiciently proved ; and although the 
charters of Heniy the Second, and of his iba 
John, granting thole laws, rights, and privi- 
leges to the people of Ireland, had, not the ex-^ 
prefs conient or concurrence of the EngUfli 
Karons or Parli;unent, yet I am bold to affirm, 
that fuch confent or concurrence w^s not nc- 
ceflary, atid the English flatutes themfelves af-. 
ford abundant proofs that tlie Parliament of 
England acquie&ed in thcfe a£ls of their kingS) 
and confidered the p&}ple of Ireland for joa 
years afterwards as EngUfhrnen, and entitled to 
a community with themlelvcs in all their laws, 
rights, and privileges. 

It is difficult to avoid carrying with us our 
ideas of things as theyappear at prefent, into the 

dif- 
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difcuflion of the praftice that prevailed in an- 
cient times ; and as we now lee Parliament the 
fource of legiflatioii, and vefted with high, 
perhaps boundlefs, jurifdidion, we are apt to 
conceive that fuch has always been the caie. 
In fome degree at leaft. Laws too are now ge- 
nerally made to reftrain the people, and give 
power to the officers of the Crown ; and Par- 
liament, inftead of petitioning the King for pri- 
vileges, is continually authorifing the Crown to 
abridge the people's liberties in fome inftance 
or other ; but the truth is, the King and the 
Parliament have changed places in latter times, 
and the fundamental maxims of Government 
are entirely reverfed. The doiSrine in former 
ages vras, that all power was in the King ; the 
doftrine^now is, that all power is derived from 
the people. Every liegeman w^s then in the 
power of the Prince, and fubjett to his will, 
except where he could ihew a grant or charter 
of. the Crown in his behalf. Now the King 
has no power over any man unlefs there be fome 
law to give it to him. Inftead of being affembled 
to fignify their acceptance of the grace of the 
Crown in the grant of a charter or law, Parha- 
* ment now meets of right, propounds and ena»3:3 
laws, ajid preients them tp the Crown for af- 

e fent I 
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fent ; and woe be to the advifers of the Prince, 
if that advice be with-held. 

The expreffions legijathe jurifiH^wrt of Par- 
Mamentt which ate applicable to the prefent 
ftate of things, have no meaning when applied 
to former times. Parliament was then nothing 
more than an aflembly of fuch of thofe who 
held lands in capite of the Crown, as the King 
thought fit to call together by his writ, in order 
to accept, on the part of the whole people, fuch 
laws or charters as the Ki"S might be pleafed to 
grant, and in return, tofignify the people's con- 
fent to the King's levying, for his own ufe, a 
certain fum of money ; how then was Henry 
obliged to have the confent of the Englifti Par- 
liament to his granting to the people of Ire- 
land all the laws which himfelf or his prede- 
ceflbrs had granted to the people of England ? 
Neither could he be reftrained by any law or 
rule then in being, from calling, by his writ, 
certmn of his Irifli tenants in capite to the * 
aflembly of his tenants, or Parliament, in Eng- 
land, and receiving dieir acceptance of his laws 
in common with his EngUfli tenants, and their 
confent to the fame fubfidies alfo ; but whether 
the King thought fit to caU any of his Irifh te-: 

tiants 
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nants to thefe aflemblies or not, the people of 
Ireland were equally entitled, with the people 
of England, to the benefit of the laws accepted 
by fuch aflemblies ; or as the modern moft inv- 
proper phrafe is, were equally boundhy them; . 
for the King was in no cafe obliged ta lummc«i 
all his tenants to fuch aflemblies ; and as the 
ftates and people of Ireland bad adopted the 
laws and government of England, they were 
thenceforward included in all the tranfa^tions of 
thofe aflemblies ; for it was the law of England 
that thole aflemblies i^ouXAconfent for the whole 
people, and we find the fa£k correfponda with 
this do<5trine ; for it appears manifeft from 
the Englifli ftatutes (which are always the beft 
atid fureft guides to the rtational opinions) down 
to the ifl: of Henry the Vth. the year 1413* 
that this ifland was deemed a part of England, 
and its inhabitants in all refpei^s Engliflimen. 

In all the afts for regulating trade, England, 
Ireland, and Wales are coupled together, and 
the liberties and prohibitions extended to all 
alike. By the Astute of the nth of Edward 
the Hid. neither man or woman in England, 
Ireland, or Wales, were to wear cloth, but of 
the manufacture of England, Ireland, or Wales, 
G 2 and 
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aiid of fuch parts of Scotland as w6re then in 
the King's power ; no foreign cloths might be 
brought into any of thofe countries ; none 
under a certain degree might wear furs; all 
foreign clothworkers might come into any of 
thofe lands with fafety, and have franchifes 
granted them. By the 8th of Edward the Illd. 
wines of Gafcoigny imported into England, 
Ireland, or Wales, are diretSied to be gauged. 
All people of England, Ireland, and Wales, that 
are not artificers, may pafs into Gafcoigny in 
virtue of the 43d of Edward the Illd. and pur- 
chafe wines, provided they import them into 
England, Ireland, or Wales. The ftaple of 
wool, leather, fells, and lead, by the 27th of 
Edward the Illd. is appointed for England at 
Newcaftlc and nine other towns, at Carmar- 
then for Wales, and at Dublin, Waterfard, 
Cork, and Drogheda, for Ireland ; and all the 
wool, leather, fells, and lead to be exported 
out of any of thofe countries, are directed to be 
firft carried to a ftaple town in the relpe^tive 
countries, and there fold to foreign merchants 
for gold or filver, but not for foreign merchan- 
dife. Merchants of Ireland or Wales, by the 
1 7th of Edward the Illd. are allowed to bring 
their merchandife to the ftaples in England, and 

feU 
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fell them there without paying any but the 
Irifh or Welfh cuftoms ; becaufe, lays the fta- 
tute, ** Foreigners do not fo generally go to pur- 
'* chafe at the Irifh and Welfh ilaples as they 
" do to thofe of England." The 34th of Ed- 
ward the Hid. accords that all the merchants, 
as well aliens as denizens, may come into 
Ireland with their merchandifes, and from 
thence freely to return with their merchandiles 
and viftuals, without fine or ranfom to be 
taken of them, faving always to the King his 
ancient cuftoms and other duties. By the next 
chapter of the fame aft, it is enabled, '* That 
" the people of England, as well religious as 
" other, which have their heritage and poflef- 
" fions in Ireland, may bring their corn, beafts, 
" and viifluals, to the faid land of Ireland, and 
" thence to re-carry their goods and merchan- 
" difes into England ^e^/K, without impgach- 
'* mentj i. e. hindrance, paying their cuftoms and 
". devoirs to the King." By the 43d of the fame 
Edward, the wool ftaple at Calais is taken away, 
but the former aits, appointing ftaples in Eng-. 
land, Ireland, and Wales, are confirmed. . 

The a£t of the 9th of Richard the lid. which 
is the firfl: eflay of the Englilh parUament to- 
wards 
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wards a navigation aft, prohibits the King's 
■fubjetSs from carrying forth or bringing in any 
merchandifes, but only in (hips of the Ktng^s 
alleglanct. Neither Ireland or Wales are men- 
tioned in any of the enafting dairies or chap- 
ters of the 14th of that King, but from the 
preamble tt is evident that the regulations then 
made were to take place in thofe countries, as 
well as in England ; the words of the preamble 
are, *' for the relief and increafe of the com- 
*' mon profit of the realm of England and of 
*' the lands of Wales and Ireland, which have 
*• been in divers manners greatly hindered in 
** times part, our Lord the King," &c. From 
henceforward we find no mention of Ireland in 
any flatute, until we come to the 8th chapter of 
Henry the Vth. fo that from the afts I have 
quoted, it is moft evident that during this long 
period of near three centuries, and in the courfe 
of many reigns, England and Ireland were 
deemed by the King and Parliament and people 
of England to be incorporated, and the inhabi- 
tants of the two ifiands to be one people, and 
equally entitled to the fame immunities, and 
fubjed to the iame reftraints. Nor are there 
the fmallefl: grounds to fuppofe that there was 
any exception of the defcendants of the native 

Irifli 
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Irifli from this community, and that only the 
Engliih adventurers and their defcendants were 
included in it ; for, on the contrary, all the 
temis which might lead to fuch ideas of dif- 
tiiiftion are carefully avoided, as the ftatutes ne- 
ver fpeak of Irijbmen., but people of Ireland^ 
which certainly includes the whole inhabitants. 
How wicked and ill-founded then, my country ;- 
men, are tliofe cruel afperfions upon the Eng- 
lifh government, which bur' hot-headed and 
ignorant zealots have thrown out, as if it was 
they who out-lawed the natives, and excluded 
them from the common rights of fubjefls, and 
even of men ? And how ought we to deteft fuch 
lafe incendiaries, for endeavouring to create ia 
ns' a jealoufy and animofity againft our Engliih 
brethren, and to make the Englifh government 
odious to us by fuch notorious felfhoods and 
atrocious calumnies ? You cannot poffibly refufe 
to give credit to the evidence I have laid before 
you, and if you do not, it will be equally im- 
poffiblc for you to refufe your afient to this con- 
fcquence which is & clearly deduciUe from it ; 
namely, that during the whole period I have 
run over, it appears to have been the uniform 
purpofe of the laws and government of Engr 
l^nd to abolifh all dlflinftions among the int 
habitants 
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habitants . of Ireland, and to confider all as en- 
joying the rights and privileges of Englifhmen. 
Who then, you will a(k, if not the Englifh go- 
vernment, created and foftered thofe cruel and 
unjufl diftiiiftions benveen one part of the in- 
habitants and the other ? I anfwer freely, Iriih- 
men ; perhaps the defcendants of Engliftimen, 
Welfhmen, Scotchmen, or Danes, but more 
efpecially our Iriih rulers. Upon thofe, and 
upon tliofe only, is to be charged all the mifery, 
wretchednefs, ^nd deftruSions that have befal- 
len us. Before we had a Parliament, we lee by 
the aft of the 1 7th of Edward the Ift. that the 
conduft of our great men in power did not ef- 
capethe notice of the EngUfh govemment, and 
that a wife and efFe£lual meafure was taken to 
put a Hop to their oppreffions upon our trade 
and exaiStions of office, as well as to deprive 
them of the power of making diftintSions in 
cafes of murder and felonies between one part 
ef the people and the other, and pardoning or 
punifhing according to th^t wicked rule they 
had made of allowing tixe Englifti laws to the 
defcendants of Englifh only, and allowing the 
defcendants of the native Irifti no other than 
the brehon law. But when a Parliament was 
encc held in Ireland, the Englifli government 
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committed the care of the inhabitants to it, and 
from thenceforth the Englifh Parliament did not 
once interfere with its domeftic government or 
intermeddle in its afiairs. How well the InUi 
Parliament and thofe in power here purfued the 
beneficent and wife purpofes of the English 
government, may eafily be coUefted from the 
terms they made ufe of to diftinguifli the de- 
fcendants of the native Iriffi from thofe they 
fuppofed to be defendants of the English ad- 
venturers, 1 70 years after the incorporation of 
the two nations by Henry the Second, denomi- 
nating the one Iri^ enemies, and the others En- 
glijhmen. Of this, and of the cruel, violent, 
and illegal methods of proceeding with thofe 
unhappy men, whom they were pleafed to con- 
found under the general name of Irijh enemiesy 
the ads of the Iriih Parliament in the 25th of 
Henry the Vlth. cliapter the 2d and 3d, which 
I have copied in the margin * are Ihocking 
proofs. 

There 

* The 25th Henry the Vlth. chap. 4th. enafts 
" that he that will be taken for an Englilhoian Oiall 
not ufe a beard upon bis upper lip alone. The offcniti 
fliall be taken as an Irilh enemy. 

" For that now there is no diverfity in any betwixt 

tlieEnglilh ma^;hour3 and the Irilh enemies, and lb by 
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There is good grountf to beiiere, {ram die 
Ajle aodtenor of the kifli a£ts of thc& times, - 

that 

colour of the EngJilh macchoun the IiiHi enemies do 
come from day to day to other into the Englilh coun- 
ties as EnglHh marchours, and do rob and kili by itie 
bjf^nnja, Tini deftro^ the common people 1^ kx^Dg 
upon tliem in the nights, and alfs do kill the lu)(baad» 
in the nights, and do take tlieir goods to tlie Irishmen ; 
wherefore it is ordained and agreed, that no manner of 
man that will be taken for aa Engliflunao, Hiatl faaTc. 
no beard above bis raooth ; that is to fay, that he have 
no baits upon his upper lip, fo that the faid tip be once 
at leaft ftiaven every fortnight, or of equal growth witJr 
the nether lip. And if my man be found amongft tits 
Englifh contrary hereunto, that then it flnll be lawiijl 
to every man to take them and tlicir goods as Irilh ene- 
mies, and to ranibm them as Irifli enemies." 

CHAP. V. 
" Alfo for that divers Irilh enemies be many times 

received by lieutenants and juftices of this land to be- 
come liege men, and thereto are fworn to be loyal lieges 
during their hvcs ; and after many times they do not 
perimplifh the fame, but do rob, bum, and deftroy the 
king's liege people ; and the fame liege people, for iear 
to be impeached, dare not kill nor imprifon the faid ene- 
mies, nor take their goods nor chattels, whereby the 
laid liege people do take great hurt and hindrance. It 
is ordained and eftablilhed, that if any fnch Irifli ene- 
mies, fo received to the legiance of our fovercign lord, 
be found witlt any fuch offence aforefaid, that it IhaU 
be lawful to every bege man that may meet with them to 
do with die faid IrilhnKn,. fo received to the legiance 
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t^t th^ iA%re pailed by the ^de^ty or lieuce- 
nant, without having been traniinitted to Eng- 
land, or approved by the King; for it is not to 
be fuppoied that the EngHlh govemmont would 
have conlented to a^ fo direftly cootnuy to 
the laws of England, or have iufiered it to be 
declared by ibitute, as is done in diat of 35tfa 
of Henry the Vlth. chapter 3d. thtti there wert 
fundry ferfons in Ireland tubo were not amenable 
to the common law ; and indeed we iind it is ex- 
pFeffly declared in the preamble of the nth of 
Elizabeth for confirming Poyning's aft, that 
when liberty was g^ven to the governors undw 
her Rfejefty'fl progenitors to call Parliaments at 
their pleafure, aft^ paffed as well to the ^honour 
t>f the prince as the hindrance of their Juf^edls, It 
was tiK ijft^ then of this Uberty . of making 
laws by the Iriih Pailiament and chief gover- 
nors that called for that now obnoxious and be ■ 



aforclaid, and to dicir goods and chattels, as to a maa 
tliat never was .become liege, without any ttnpcachiilent 
of the law, notwithilanding any ftatute." 

The 5th of Edward the IV«h. chap. ad. " An aft 
tliat it Ihall be lawful to kill any ihac is found robbing 
by day or night, or going or coming to rob or fieal« 
having no faithful man of good name or fame in their 
company in Engllfh apparel." 
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wailed a£l of the loth of Henry the 7th, "com"-, 
monly called Poyning's a£l, which obliges tho 
lieutenant, or deputy, and privy council of 
Ireland, to reprcfent to the King the neceffity 
or expediency of holding a feffion of Parlia- 
ment ; and if we difpaffionatcly examine the 
ftveral aOrs which I have quoted as pafled by 
Jrifh Parliaments, antecedent to this king's 
reign, and compare them with thofe which 
followed this reftriftion, I am confident it will 
appear that this reftraint was necefary for the 
common good of the people of Ireland., and that 
it has been produSiive of beneficial confequences 
to them. Indeed the feveral laws enafted 
in this reign fhew an attention to the quiet 
and good government of Ireland, which is 
not difcQverable in the Irifti ftatutcs of any 
preceding reign. The aft that no citizen receive 
livery or wages of any lord or gentleman^ was 
certainly highly neceflary for the peace and 
profperity of the city of Dublin, and the othet 
cities and towns, if what we are told in the 
preamble be true, ** that it was ufual for the 
♦* citizens to be retdned by certain lords and 
*' gentlemen, contrary to their own laws and 
** cuftoms; whereas they fhould take part with 
*' no man but only the part of their fovereign 
- ** lord, 
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^* lord, aiid his lieutenant for the time being, 
" and to fee their faid cities and towns furely 
** kept under due order and obeyance, the 
" which retaindcrs, partaking, and divifion 
" have beeii a great caufe of all the trouble 
*' within the laid land." 

The afts " that no perfon take any money or 
" amends for the death or murder of his friejid or 
" kinfman, other than the k'mg^s laius iviili that 
" no perfon Jiir any Irijhry to make war ; that 
" no peace in war be made with any man with- 
^' out licence of the governor ; that for extirpa- 
" iion of a new manner of coin and Hvery ; for 
" abolifhing the words, Cramabo and Butterabo^ 
" and that whereby murder of malice propenfe 
" is made treafon ;" all fpeak fufficiently for 
themfelves ; but there is fomething fo expref- 
five of the defire of government to reftrain the 
violences of the great men, to protect the lower 
clafs, and do equal juftice to all in the lad 
mentioned aft, that I cannot help reciting it. 
" Forafmuch aS there hath been univerfal mur- 
" der by malice propenfe, ufed an4 had in this 
" land by divers perfons contrary to the laws of 
" Almighty God and the King, without any 
♦' fear or due punijhmsnt had in that behalf ^ be ^t 
" eiia£led| 
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'* enaftcd, &c. That if any perfon or perfbns 
■** of wbaifoever ifiatCy degree, or coruHtwtiy be 
" or they he of, of malice propenfe do flee or 
** murder, or of the faid malice provoke, ftir, 
*' or procure any odicr perfon or pcrfiins to flee 
** or murder any of the IGag^s f"^Je3s witjiifi 
*' this land of Ireland, be deemed tr^lor at- 
•** tainted of haute treafon, Ukewlfe as itfhould 
*' extend to our faid fovereign Iord*s perfon, or t<j- 
** his royal majefty." 

The Englifli aft of the firft of Heniy Vth. 
by which I hmited my aflertion that the ifiand 
and people of Ireland were, by the King and 
Parhament of England, deemed incorporated 
with England, marks no line of partition be- 
tween the two ifiands, neither does it make 
any difcrimination of the rights and privileges 
of the inhabitants, but inafmuch as it fixes an 
opprobrious ftigma upon the natives of Ireland, 
and reftrains them of that free intercourfe with 
England which the incorporation of the two 
iflands entitled them to ; it muft be allowed to. 
indicate in the Parliament of England an idea 
of diftinflion between the natives of Ireland and 
the natives of England: the like oblervation 
play be made upon thq firft of Heniy Vlth, 

chap, 
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chap. 3d, and the fecond Henry Vlth. diap. 
8ih, which are properly amendments of the 
former aft of Henry Vth. But although thele 
afts unqueftionably fet up a diftin£tion betweea 
die natives of the two ilknds, yet they do not 
appear to have been followed by any others of a 
fimilar nature ; nor indeed is there to be found 
upon the ftatutc roll down to the 15th' of 
Charles the lid. a fingle zO: for. laying any par- 
tial reitraint upon the trade or manuf^Aures of 
Ireland, or impofing any duty upon the manu- 
feAures, products, or merchandife of Ireland, , 
when imported into England. On the con- 
trary, all the laws refpefting trade paffed in the 
feveral reigns antecedent to the reftoration, con- 
vey to the pec^e of Ireland the lame advantage* 
wiiich they confer on the people of England. 
Third of Edward the IVth. which declares 
certain ** Merchandifes not lawful to be brought 
" ready wrought into England, has this pro- 
*' vifo, that all wares and chaffres made and 
" wrought in the lahd of Ireland or Wales, 
" may be brought and fold in this realm of 
" England, as th^ were wonf, before the mat- 
" ing of this ftatute, this a6t or ftatute notwith- 
" ftanding." The firft of Henty Vllth. ena^s. 
That no Gafcoign or Guien wines be brought 
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in bat by Englifh, Irip^ and WeKhmen, and 
by their fliips. 

The4thof that king ena£ls, *' that no perlbri, 
•* of whatfoever degree, convey or bring into 
•* this reahn, Ireland, Wales, Calais, or Ber- 
** wick, any manner of wines or Tholoufe 
•* wood, but in fhips owned by the king, or 
•* fame of his fubjedts of his realm of England, 
•' Ireland, Wales, Calais, or Berwick, and 
" the mafter and mariners being Englifhmen, , 
*' Iri/hmen^ or Welihmen, or of Berwick, or 
" Calais." 

The firft of Henry the Vlllth. chap. 5th, 
declares that '* every Englilhman, and all other 
the King's fubjefts, may entier the goods of ano- 
ther Englifliman, or the king's fubje£ls, in any 
port in England, Ireland, &c." 

The 23d of this king confirms the before- 
mentioned ftatute of Henry the Vllth. relpefl- . 
ing wines and wood, and in die 5th and 6th of 
Edward the Vlth. it is repealed. 

The 8th of Elizabeth, chap. 3d. infliifts a 
penalty upon carrying out of England, Wales, 
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or Ireland^ over fea, any rams, lambs, or flieep 
alive. The 43d of this reigti prohibits the 
ftretching woollen cloths within her Majefty*s 
realm of England, or the dominions of the 
fime. 

The 2d of James the Ift. forbids to employ 
in hat-making any perfon born out of his Ma- 
jefty's realms and dominions of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland. 

Another afl: of the iame year permits, under 
certain reftriftions, any perlbns, being fubjeBs 
of the King's Majejiy, to tranfport com in any 
fliip whereof any Englifli-born Jul^e£i fliall be 
rile owner. The aft of the 3d of this King, 
chap. 6th, for enabUng all his Majefty's loving 
fubjefts of England and Wales to trade freely 
into the dbminions of Spain, Portugal, and* 
France, has a preamble fo expreflive of the 
fenle Parlament had of tfte common right of thtf 
King's fiibjd^s to a free trade, and aMiorrcncff 
of a mtaiopbly, that I fliall recite it at full' 
length, ** Whereas divers merchants have of 
" hteobtajned from, rhc King, under the great 
" ieal of England, * large charter of incorpo- ■ 
*' Fatioa- for diem and their company to trade 
I ** imp . 
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" into the dominions of Spain and Portugal, 
** and are moft earneft fuitors to obtain the like 
*• for France, whereby none but themfelves, 
** and fuch as they fliall think fit, Ihall take 
** benefit of the faid charter, difabling thereby 
" all others his Majcfty's loving fubjefts of this 
** realm of England and Wales y who ought in- 
" differently to enjoy all the benefits of this 
*' moft happy peace, and alfo debarring them 
*' from that free enlargement of common traffic 
** into thofe dominions •which others his Majeffs 
" fubje£is of this realm of Scotland and Ireland 
** do enjoy." 

Thefe, togetber with thole which I before- 
mentioned, are the only laws relpefting trade 
that I find to have been made in England before 
the Reftoration, and it is moft evident from the 
cxtrads which I have given, that the leg^fla- 
tures which enafted them, clearly held the in- 
habitants of Ireland to be entitled to all the pri- 
vileges and immunities enjoyed by the inha- 
bitants of England ; but as commerce now 
became a principal objeft of the attention of the 
English Parliament, a fpirit of monopoly and 
exclufion of others, which a love of trade never 
fitils to generate, difcovers itfelf in all their fu- 

■ture 
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ture meafures, and Ireland is no longer confi- 
dered as a part of England, and incorporated 
with it, but it is henceforth regarded as the 
competitor Jnftead of the fifter of England, and 
^11 its commercial advantages viewed with par- 
tial and jealous eyes. Other caufes, befides the 
felfifh nature of trade, were not wanting to 
create a breach in the union of the two iflands ; 
the vanity of Henry the Vlllth. in taking the 
title of King of Ireland, and by confequence 
eretSling the iflarid into a kingdom, had no finall 
fhare in the mifchief; for this fetal name of 
kingdom, whenever it was founded in the ears 
of a native of England, could not but excite in 
him ideas of a diftinft ftate or dominion, hay- 
ing interefts and views peculiar to itfelf, fepa- 
rate from, and incompatible with the views and 
interefts of England. The repugnance which 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland had always 
ihewn fince the Reformation to the Englifti 
government, and their then late horrid maflacre 
of thofe they deemed the defcendants of Eng- 
Uihmen, muft alio have greatly ferved to 
ftrengthen this jealoufy in the people of Eng- 
land, and the nuniber of fettlers which had 
flowed into Ulfter from Scotland, whofe princi- 
ples Charles and his loyal Parliament equally 
I z difiikcd, 
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difliked, was -no finall inducement for them to 
countenance by law the popular prejudices. 

What happened to Wales in die ragn of 
Henry IVth. gives weight to thcfe fuggeftions ; 
for the people of that principality having fup- 
ported Earl Mortimer's title, Henry and his 
party in revenge procured feveral afts of Parlia- 
ment to be pafled, by which Wales and its in- 
habitants were feparated and cut off from Eng- 
land and the rights of Engliftimen; nor was 
that country re-united to England, and its in- 
habitants reftored to their privileges, until the 
reign of Henry the Vlllth. The caft of Scot- 
lana'in later times affords another proof of the 
mifchievous effeifls of prejudice and jeaJoufy ; 
for immediately after the reftcration of Charles, 
that free trade and communication with England 
and its dominions, which had been allowed to 
Scotland from the acceffion of James, was 
abridged, and Scotland and Scotrifhmen laid un- 
der the fame difabilities in refpeft to trade as fo- 
reigners. It was however the happinefs of 
Wales to have no diftindt government of its 
own^ to conrinue the jealoufy of England by its 
ridiculous attempts at independency ; and Scot- 
land, by relinquiihing her feparate Icgiflature, 

and 
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and abforbing it in that of England, by that one 
aft, the wileft (he ever did, removed for ever 
all the bars and obftruftions to her intercourfe 
and commerce with England and its dominions, 
and became entitled to all the benefits, rights, 
aid immunities, that die power, wealth, and 
wifdom of England had for many ages been ac- 
quiring. 

Should my countrymen rcfnle to profit of 
thefe examples, from an unwillingnefs to ablbrb, 
dieir local Icgiflature in that by which the whole 
empire is governed, ftill there are other means 
rfiey may employ to recover their former fitua- 
txm. 



No. VII. 

Extras of a Letter from Sir Lucius O' BalEN 
to W. K. Efq. dated Drome/and, $th Juguft, 
1777. 

MY dear friend, for fuch I muft ever efteem 
the man who demonftrates his ftrenuous at- 
tachment to the interefts of Ireland, inde- 
pendent of thofe inftahces of perfonal civility 
which 
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which I daily receive from you, will you now 
allow me to make a requeft to you ? It is for 
your general opinion on ivhat ought to be Jo- 
licitedj and what may be obtained for Ireland 
on your Jide the ivater^ and what you would 
recommend us to do here. I know you have 
turned your thoughts often to thefe points, and 
the folicltude with which I wifli for informa- 
tion from you, will prove how high a value I 
' put upon it. 



No. VIU. 

Copy of a Letter from W. K. Efq. to Sir Lucius 
O'Brien. 

H^hitehall^ z^Jtilyt 1777- 

Dear Sir, 

THE time for the meeting of your Par- 
liament being fixed, I agree entirely with you, 
that fuch meafures as may be proper to propofe 
ihould now be taken into confideration, and 
put into form, ready to be laid before them 
when they meet. In my private opinion there 
will be no great di^ulty in carrying the points 

you 
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jWH mention^ andfeveral others^ if they are not 
properly foUcited here. The alteration in die 
fiftiery bill is certainly proper, and the claufc 
you refer to (hould have been worded diffe- 
rently, for I believe it was only meant to ex- 
clude Americans and foreigners from covering 
their property under our people's names, and 
receiving the advantage of the bounty ; the 
claufe fliould therefore be amended, by faying, 
" belong to fome of his Majefty's fubjedls, 
" refiding in fome part of his Majefty's domi- 
" nions in Europe." I am not willing to allow 
you to employ foreign built fhips ; the trade of 
fhip building is of itfelf of more value than any- 
other, and no country is better fituated for car- 
rying it on than Ireland. To encourage it, 
therefore, you fliould give local bounties in ad- 
dition to what is given for the fiihery ; but 
were you allowed to purchafe foreign built ihips 
your own building trade would not thrive. The 
djreft importation of fugar, and other Weft- 
India produSs, as well as Rum, is, I think, 
a confiderable objeft to you, and a very trivial 
one to Great Britain ; but there is a ftrong pre- 
judice among the trading people here againft it 
You can rempve that by obtaining an account 
of the lofs of (hips, detention in port, expence 
thereby 
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Aereby incurred for any given number of years, 
and ftate againft it the advantage to England by 
commiilion, and landing in the Brittfh ports, and 
the balance of lofs to Ireland, beyond the gan 
to the Engliih merchants vpll appear fo great 
and ftriking, that no reafonaWe man will ven- 
ture to make a ftir againft you ; and if you pro- 
pofe increafing your duty upon all fugars im- 
ported ^redily from the Wdl-Indies, without 
adding any thing to thofe brought from Eng- 
land, you muft filence alt cavil, and gain the 
fupport of Adminiftration. Can you tell me 
if Mr. Heron means to come over before the 
meeting of Parliament ? If he does not, I will 
■Write to hira ufon "mhai Tthhik may h obtained^ 
Iwt if he comes here I can talk to him more 
iiilly. I wifh he came, for pcrfonal folicita- 
tion does much more vnth great men than ap- 
plications at a diibince. 

I fend you the return of the board of trade 
upon the African bufiqefs, but I muft ^prize 
you that it relates but to one part of the coaftr 
andtrade. Another part is free from the Com- 
pany's jurifiiiiftion, and indeed has no fettle-- 
ment^ of ours uf(Mi it diough we trade there, 
I mean 
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i nieari Angola, and another is managed by the . 
Crown Senegambia. 

You will obfcrve what advantage the New 
Englanders made by the iale of tbeir rum, or 
molafles fpirits. Why could not Ireland fup- 
ply the place of it by their malt ipirits ? I have 
lime to fey no more, but that 

I am, with great regard, &c. 

WILL. KNOXi 



' Nd. IX. 
To William Knox, Efg; 

t)car Sir, 
SIR Lucius O'Brian fbmetime fince dici 
toe the honour of communicating a letter he had 
(■eceived from youj in which you are fo obli- 
ging as to mention, that if I did not go to Eng- 
land before the meeting of Parliament, you 
would write to me upon fuch points as you 
thought Ireland might obtain, for which I 
(hould have immediately troubled you with my 
acknowledgements, but was in hopes of being 
ftUe to fubmit fome things upon the fubjeft to 
K your 
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your confideration, which, however, t am not 
yet fully prepared with, I have therefore only 
to fey, tbtt my Lord Lieutenant would moft 
readily concur in any meafure for the ben^t of 
Ireland, which might bc' found practicable, and 
will be much obliged by any affiftance you can 
give him towards it. 

I took aft opportunity, immediately after re- 
ceiving your letter, of mentioning thefe views 
to the Speaker, who (hewed me -a letter he had 
received from England upon the fubjeft He 
is difpofed to be a£live in all things which may 
be for the benefit of this country, but leemed 
to think great caution ueceflary, and that, un- 
lefs the opportunities were very fevqurable, it 
were better to wait till circimiftancea brought 
forward the meafures Ireland wifhed, than to 
attempt the forcing them, it Being clear that 
every unfuccefsful attempt will throw the ob- 
jeft to a greater diftance. I mention this merely 
to apologize for my feeming tardlnefs, and left 
you fhould be difcouragcd by it from expelling 
my affiftance in any meafures your ej^perieflpe 
and knowledge of this country may fuggeft to 
you for the benefit of it, in which you always 

find 
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find the fupport of my I/ird lieutenant, utd 
die beft endeavours of, 

Desic Sir, 
Your moft faithful. 
And moft obedient fcrvant, 
Dttilin Cajlle^ 
Sept. 27, 1777. R. HERON, 

[Sir R. H. came to England ibon after this 
letter was written, when I fiaggefted to him 
the application the Lord Lieutenant and Coun- 
cil fliould make to Lord North. Z afterwards 
wrote to him No. 10. which produced hia 
Na.ii.] 

Na X. 

To the Right Hon. A^. Hbjiok. 

fFhitehallt Feb. 9, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 

I HAVE been in conftant expeftanon of 
hearing a demand had been made by my Lord 
lieutenant, of a grant to Ireland in the terms 
we had fettled, but I am told nothing of the 
kind has yet come. Lord George Germain ex- 
K % prefied 
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preil^ to mcKthis day his wifh that it was 
come, and when I tell you that It iff not in» 
tended the Parliament fliould fit after lifter, 
you will concxir with his Lordihip and myfelf 
in opmion, that no time (hould be loft if you 
intend to mate the propofkion this feffion. I 
conceive the matter is highly beneficial for Ire- 
Und» apd advantageous for th^ empire, and 
therefore I propofed it, and wifh it fuccefs ; I 
have jw private motives for propofmg that, or 
any other matter^ «nl«fg k b^ the defwe of per- 
ff^ing a bufinefs which I lirft gave the hiiif 
pf, ai>d (r^sffaring to Lord Buckingham's 
sKdnimftration ; a fcare of a very crediiaWo 
meafure of Ijord Harcourt's. 

I am, &c. 

WILL, KNOX, 

No. XI, 
Dear Sir, 

Mr Lord Lteutenant has by this mail wrote tA 
LorJ North a dif^atch upon the Jitbje£fi you recom-. 
itiendtd, of 'which I have the honour to inclsfiyott 
47 cofy. This would have- been done fooner, but 

upoq 
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upon fuch occafions it is necefiary to confuh 
many. ' gentlemen here who would othenvife 
think themfelves negletaed, and that is not to 
be done without delay. You will fee his ex- 
prefa letter refers to another Britifh act paffed 
fince that referred to in your in/!ru^ions upon this 
fi^je£i ; and Sir Lucius O'Brian being doubtful 
whether tiiis country might not be entitled to 
carry into the ports of Africa the articles allow- 
ed by the 5th and 6th fedlions of the 1 5th of 
his prefent Majefty from Ireland to Newfound- 
land, aad perhaps others as confequential to the 
right of fifhing given to Ireland, the allegatioa 
that the Ihips which had them tm board would 
be liable to fcizure is left out, yet he wifliea to 
have the claufe inferted. Tou formerly gave Sir 
Lucius O^ Brian expeSations of greater advantages 
as he ejieemed them, but I conclude the occafgndoes 
not offer. My Lord Lieutenant is exceedingly 
obliged by the ajjijlance you have given him in this 
bujmefs:, and hopes you will be fo kind as fo have 
(in eye to the progrefs of it. 

The extreme hurry I am in during the fit" 
«ng of Parliament afibrds little opportunity of 
confidering meafures at large for the benefit of 
fhis cpuntiy ; in a few months I fliall hope for 

fuffi- 
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Aifficieat leifure ; and having ndw been fytae 
time in the country fo as to Ice its views, that 
Jeifure might be ufefully employed, ^you wtuJd 
give me the benefit of your advice, I could have 
points well confidered, and the buiinefs properly 
prepared againft the next leffion of your Parlia- 
ment, for it is in vain, during die fitting of Par- 
Kament, to attempt any thing which requires 
confideration. 

My Lord Lieuteriant will by to-morrow's mail 
tranfinit to Lord North an addrefs of the Truf- 
tees of the Linen Board, upon points w^iich 
feem very important ones, and may, perhaps, 
not be obtained at this time, not with ftanding 
the claim Ireland has from Great Britain to 
every indulgence towards the linen manu&c- 
turcs of it. 

I have the honour to be. 
Pear Sir, 

With great refpeft. 

Your moft fiiithful 
humble lervant, 
Dublin Caftte, R. HERON. 

zoth Feif. 1788, 
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To the Right Hon. Lord North. 
[Inclofed in No. 1 1 .] 

Duilin Cajile, Feb. 1778. 
My Lord, 

BY the 3d fcaion of the Britifh ad of Par- 
liament of the 15th of his prcfent Majefty, 
chap. 31, intitled, " Aa a£t for the encourage- 
" ment of the fifheries carried on from Great 
*' Britain, Ireland, and the Britiih dominions in 
" Europe, and for fccuring the return of the 
" fiihermen, ^lors, and others employed in the 
" iaid filheries, to the ports thereof at the end 
** of the fifhing feafon," fuch veflels employ- 
td in carrying on the whale fifhery on the 
coaftsof Newfoundland and the leas adjacent, as 
Ihall appear to beBridfli built, and owned by his 
Majefty*s fubjefts refiding in Ireland, and which 
Ihall be fitted and cleared out from fome port in 
Ireland^ are equally intitled to, and put upon the 
&me footing with refpe£t to the bounties allowed 
by that a£t, with fuch veflels as ihall be fitted 
out from Great Britain, Guemfey, Jerfey, and 
the Ifle of Man, for carrying on thole filheries. 
And by the 21ft ieftion of the fame ad, the 
like bounties which are granted by the Britiih 

aft, 
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a&i of the nth of his prefent Majefty, intitled, 
" An zB: for the better fupport and eftabllfh- 
** ment of the Greenland and whale fifheiy,'* 
to Ihips fitted out from Great Britain, or any of 
his Majefty's dominions in America, for thofe 
fifheries, are granted for ftiips fitted out for that 
purpofe from the kingdom of Ireland, every 
fhip or veflel being Britifti built, and owned by 
his Majefty's fubjefls of Ireland. 

The Parliament of this kingdom, in their ad- 
dreffes to his Majefty in Ofbober 1775* teftified 
their fenfe of the advantages which muft arife 
to the navigation and trade of Ireland by this 
a6t, which extends the great benefits of Britifli 
fifheries to Ireland, and which has been the 
fource of induftry and wealth to othef mtions ; 
but I am forty to acquaint your Lordfijip* thai 
according to rcprefcntations which have been 
made to me from peribns of knowledge artd aq-" 
thority refiding here, the benefits held owt bjf 
the former part of the a£t to this kingdomj ar* 
in a great meafure defeated, by a provifo in- lb* 
30Eh feftion thereof, by which it: is enEh£ted» 
** That no bounty fhall be allowed or paid fof 
•* any ihip or vdfiel, fo employed, .ehhef by 
** virtue of this or any former aft of Parba^ 
" ment, 
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" meat, unlefs the whole and entire property 
'* of fuch ihip or veflel fhall belong to ibme of 
" his Majefty's fubjeds refiding in that part 
*' of his Majefty's dominions from whence fuch 
" fhip or veflel fhall be refpeiSively fitted and 
" cleared out." And which reftraining pro- 
vifo is repeated in an ad of the i6th of his pre- 
fent Majefty, chapter 47, intitled, " An aft 
** for the further encouragement of the Whal? 
" fiihery carried on from Great Britain and 
" Irel^ind, and the Britiih dominions in Europe, 
" and for regulating the fees to be taken by the 
" officers of the cuftoms in the ifland of New- 
" foundland." For the gentlemen of this coun- 
try alledge, that almoft the whole of the Irifti 
trade being carried on with Britifh money» and 
and in Britifh ihips, the only means by which 
Ireland could have (hared in thefe bounties mufl 
have been by being concerned in joint adven- 
tures with the people of Great Britain. The 
Ihips mud be Britiih, and the owners advance 
part of the money for defraying the cxpence of 
fitting out ; but by thefe provifoes there can be 
no coparceny between the fubj?fts of the two 
kingdoms, at }sa£t no boliniiy can be claimed by 
either in fuch circumftaiiccs, nor can the inha- 
bitaijts of Guernfey, Jerfey, or the Ifle of -Man, 
h be 
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be joined in partnerfliip with natives of Great 
Britain, or ^^th any other than the inhabitantsi 
of their refpeftive ifland. 

It is very probable that this provifo was infert- 
ed to prevent the rebelUous colonies in America 
from having Iharcs in thefe bounties, and if that 
was the intention, it is apprehended this objed 
might be obtained, fo as to exclude the Ameri- 
can colonies o»/v, by making it run thus, viz. 

, " That no bounty fliall be allowed or paid for 
" any fhip or vefiel fo employed by virtue of 

. ** either of the faid ads, or by any former aft 
** of Parliament, unlefs the whole or entire pro- 
•* perty of fuch fhip or vefiel Ihall belong to 
*• fome of hisMajefty's fubjefls refiding in Great 

.** Britain, Ireland, Guernley, Jerfey, or the Ifle 
"of Man." 

I have alio been requefted to lay before your 
Lordfhip another matter, which it is alledged 
would be of very great advantage to the trade 
of diis kingdom if approved of by your Lord- 
fhip as confiftent with the trade and welfeie of 
England, and might be inferted in the aft for 
making the amendment above propofed, which 
is this : the Houfe of Commoas of this king- 
dom, 
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dom, in the laft ieflion of the laft Parliament, 
voted reiblutions for paffing an ait for the cx- 
teiifion of the whale fiflicry of Ireland to any 
of the feas to the fopthward of the limits of 
thofe ieas in which the whale fiffiery is encou- 
raged, by an aft pafled in Great Britain in the 
nth year of his prefent Majefty's reign, in- 
titled " An aft for the better fupport and cfta- 
blifiiment of the Greenland and whale fifheries, 
from the ift of Auguft 1776, to the ift of Au- 
guft 1 779 ;'* and I underftand it is propofed to 
bring in heads of a bill this feffion, to pafs here 
into a law for that purpofe, and for granting a 
bounty of forty Shillings per ton to the mafters 
or owners of fuch Britiih or Irifli fhips as fhall 
be fitted out from any port in this kingdom, 
and proceed upon fuch whale fiiheries, on their 
landing in this kingdom all fuch whale fins, 
oil, or blubber of whales, feal oil, feal fldhs, or 
other produce of feals, or other fifli or creature, 
as (hall be caught by the crews of fuch fhips 
in fuch feas : but as the Ihips to be employed 
upon this fifliery muft have occafion to go into 
the ports of Africa, it is fubmitted whether a 
claufe allowing the exportation from Ireland 
to the cpafl of Africa of any provifions, and 
alio of any hooks, lines, netting, or other tools 
La or 
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or implenieflts neceffary for and ufed in the 
Hihery by the crews of the fhips or veflels car- 
rying on the fame, and the craft belonging to 
and employed by fuch fliips or veflels in the 
faid filhery, being the fame articles as are al- 
lowed to be exported from Ireland to New- 
foundland, by the 5th and 6th felons of the 
before-mentioned aft of the 1 5th of his prefent 
Majefty, might not be very proper to be in- 
ferted ? And in order to obviate all doubts whe- 
ther Irifli fliips, or flilps owned or employed 
by his Majefliy's fubje£ts refiding in Ireland, 
are to be confidered as Britifli, I would farther 
fubmit to your Lordfliip, whether it might not 
be declared in the fame aft, that all fuch fliips 
are to be entitled to the fame privileges with 
fliips belonging to his Majefty's fubje£ts of 
Great Britain, as if the fame were Britifli built. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

BUCKINGHAM. 



No. 
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No. XII. 
'To the Right Hon.-Mr. Heron. 

Whitehall^ zd March ^ 1778. 
Dear Sir, 
I WAS very glad to find by your obliging 
favour of the 20th of lafl: month, that my Lord 
Lieutenant had made application to Lord North 
on the points we had talked of ; and from what 
1 have leen of his Lordlhip's difpofition fince 
the difpatch was received,, I think we Ihall fuc- 
ceed : he is, however, fo much engaged in 
Parliament with conciliatory bills, and out of 
Parliament with his loan, that it. is impoflible 
he can at this moment attend to any thing elfe. 
I have had the linen board papers before me, 
and .prepared a cafe which is printing in order 
to be delivered by the agent to the perfons in- 
terefted in the fuccefs of the application he is 
dire6:ed to make, as individuals. I do not ex- 
pefli much from their fupport ; they are fo 
much afraid of being thought attached to Ire- 
land, that they are mighty cautious of inter- 
fering in any matter that has the appearance of 
being beneficial to her, although it is at the 

fame 
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lame time advantageous to the whole empire, 
I, who have no. property but in America, muft 
be allowed to ad difintereftedly, when I prefs 
meafures of utility to either Great Britain or 
Ireland, or both ; but duty makes me take a 
part that even intereft will not excite my coun- 
trymen to undertake, and I readily engage in 
the foUcitation, with only the hopes of fuccefs 
in profpe£t for my reward. The African bufi- 
nefs, which was agitated laft year in Parlia- 
ment, Ues dormant this feffion, there will, 
therefore, be no opportunity of moving the 
propolition / made to Sir Lucius G'Bnan, upon 
that fubje£i ; but if you obtain what you have 
aflced, a good progrefs will be made towards 
obtaining a more hberal (hare of the African 
trade, and if the exportation of cheques and 
printed, &c. linens, to the colonies in Africa 
and America, be alfo granted, as prayed for, 
Ireland will find more benefit from thole in- 
dulgencies than is imagined ; the fifliing ihips 
may then take with them all forts of linens, 
&c. 

The profpeft of railing companies is laid 
afide for the prefent, hut I do not imagine, we 
are fo fiuiguinc m. our expetSations of peace 

with 
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with the Colonies, that we mean to relax in our 
preparations for another campaign. I beg you 
will do me the honour to prefent my reipciU 
to my Lord Lieutenant, and believe me. 

Dear Sir, &c. 

WILL. KNOX. 



No. XIII. 

Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 

Whitehall, March 14, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 

THE confideration of the whole fyHcm erf 
our commerce, you will lee by the a£t for ap- 
pointing commiffioners to treat with the Colo- 
nies^ mufl loon be taken up. I always ima- 
gined this would be the cafe, and I apprized 
the Speaker of it when I had the pleafure of 
feeing hijn here in the fummer of 1 776. I then 
fuggefted to him how necefiary it would be for 
the leading men in Ireland to confider what in- 
dulgencies it would be proper to apply for, and 
in what inftances they would wilh to be in- 
cluded 
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eluded in any compafl that might be made with 
' America. I am afraid the Speaker is too much 
of an Iriftiman to have taken his meafures fo 
long before hand, as now to be in readinefs to 
bring forth the propolitions for this purpole, 
but I am fure he will do me the juftice to ac- 
knowledge I gave him the notice. 

In the inftrudions our commiffioners are to 
have, fomething ought to be laid refpefting 
the trade between Ireland and the Colonies, but 
if nothing is already prepared you will not be 
in time, for every thing is prefled forwards as 
much as poffible to get thofe gentlemen out- 
/ have not J nor Jhall not negle£i you^ but I want 
fupport from your fide ; I think the moft im- 
mediate and powerful application from you, 
would be a letter from my Lord Lieutenant, 
ftating it as the expeflation of all the King's 
ieryants and fupporters of his Majefty's meafures 
in Parliament, that whatever privileges or ad- 
vantages wx trade ihall b= granted to the Colo- 
nies, the fame will be extended to Ireland, and 
that the Colonies will in no refpe£t be put upon 
a better footing than Ireland. I fliall write to 
you again on the fubjjeft of your applipations 
already 
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already made, at iprefcnt I have only time to 
add my refpects to my Lord Lieutenant, and 
aUiirances that 

I am, &c. 

WILL. KNOX 



No. XIV. 

(Private.) 

Dear Sir, 

IN confequence of your letter to me of the 1 4th 
my Lord Ueutenant wrote lafi night to hard 
North, a dfpatch, of which I Jball inclofe you a 
copy. This would have gMie two days iboner, 
but as I was preparing it, his Excellency re- 
ceived a notification erf" the treaty of friendlhip 
and alliance between France and AMcrica. The 
Speaker is of <>pini(xi Ireland cannot be elten- 
tially benefitted by any thing flibrt of a free 
commerce, which he affirms would produce 
in this country, diipofitiops to make the moft 
ample returns. How wife foever this bold mea- 
fure might be, there are, I fear, many pre- 
judices, in both countries, to be got over befope 

M it 
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it could be cfieftcd. Ireland wUl, I believe, 
upon the prefcnt occafion, give every proof of 
a good difpofition to Great Britain. My Lord 
Lieutenant ejleems bimfelf much obliged by your 
attention to usy and hopes you will give your bejl 
affiflance in forwarding any propofition 'which 
maybe thought for the benefit of Ireland. If I 
can, in a pojl or two, inform you of any parti- 
culars which might be wijhed beyond what have 
been already propofed, I will not fail to communi- 
cate them to you. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft obliged. 

And n^oil humble fervant, 
Dublin Cafile, 
March 21, iyj%. R. HERON. 

« 
Copy of a Letter from his Excelletky the Lord 
Lieutenant tci the Right Honourable Lotlp 
North, inelofed in No. 9, written in conft- 
qucnce of my No. i o, 

Dublin Cajile, 20th March, 1778. 
(Copy.) 

My Lord, 
IN confequence of the very kind difpofitions 
pxpreflcd by both Houfe^ of Parliament in Great 
BritaiiJ 
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Britain towards this kingdom at this critical 
junftiire, which have been received here with 
the utmoft fatisfe£lionand gratitude, I have beea 
prefled by many of his Majefty's principal Ser- 
vants, and other gentlemen who have uniformly 
and fteadily fupported his IVfejefty's meafures 
in this Parliament, to lay before your Lordlhip 
their humble hopes, that the prefent fituation 
of affeirs may afford an opportunity of impro- 
ving thofe favourable difpofirions into fome real 
benefits for this country. 

As they apprehend that the aft lately pafled 
in Great Britain for appointing commiffioners 
to treat with the Colonies, and the prefent ftate 
of the Britilh empire, muft ibon bring on the 
confideration of the whole fyftem of the Britifh 
commerce, they have thought it incumbent 
upon them to reprefent it to me as their true 
feutiments concurring with thofe of the public, 
that this would be a proper time for me to fo- 
iicit your Lordfhip's favour, and to lubmit to 
you their eafneft requeft that whatever privi- 
leges or advantages in trade fhall be granted to 
the Colonies, if the conciliatory plan (hall take 
efFea, may be extended to Ireland, and that the 
M 2 Colonies 
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Colonies may i>ot in aiiy relpeft be put upon a 
better footing thai> Irelwicl. 

In different converfaiion& which have pafled 
between me and fome of the ablefl men here 
concerning the trade of this kingdom, I have 
been thoroughly convinced, that an enlarge- 
ment of it in many inftances is become abfo- 
lutely necei^ry for its fupport, as well to enable 
it to anfwer the many drains to which it is an- 
nually fubjeft, particularly to Great Britain, as 
to make provilion for the expences of his Ma- 
j^y's government, which of late years have m 
every b inch been increafed to a confiderable 
amount. And I am perfuaded, that the wealth 
and advantages proceeding from fuch enlarge- 
ment of their trade, would not only redound 
to the benefit of Gfreat Britain, but that in re- 
turn, his Majefty may expeft the utmoft efforts 
of his fubjefts in this kingdom in fupport of bis 
government, and for the general fervice of the 
Britifli empire ; I have therefore made no diffi- 
culty in complying with their requeft, that I 
would reprefent this ftate as the general fenfe 
of the country to your Lordlhip, in order, that 
when any fyftem of commerce fhall be agitated, 
fuch fteps may be taken with refpe£t to the 

trade 
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trade of Ireland, as fhall appear to be moft for 
the benefit of the two kingdoms. 

I cannot entertain a doubt of your Lordfliiip's 
readinefs to promote fuch a folid advantage to 
this country, and in juftice to it I muft declare, 
that the fteadinefs of all perlbns of any rank to 
co-operate in every meafure which can at this 
crifis conduce to the maintenance of the dignity 
of Great Britain, and their zeal and attachment 
to his Majefty and his government, very fully 
entitle them to all the affiftance which can be 
given them by his Majefty's Minifters, and to 
every mark of fevour that can be granted thera 
by the Britifh Parliament. YourLordfhip will 
therefore permit me to recommend this meafure 
in the ftrongeft manner to your fupport. 
I have the honour to be. 
With the greateft reipect, 
. , My Lord, &c. 

BUCKINGHAM. 



No. XV. 
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No. XV. 

Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 

fVhilehall, i^ih March, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 
THE extraordinary occupation which you 
will eafily fuppofe the late proceedings of the 
Court of France muft have given me, will pre- 
pare you to excufe my delay in the performance 
of my promife to write to you on the fubjed 
of Irilh applications here. I am exceedingly 
gratified by your letter, and the copy of the one 
to Lord North inclofed in it that I received yt(- 
terday. Nothing could be better judged or bet- 
ter timed than the addrefs and the application, 
and I think now I really fee a probability that 
Ireland will at loft become a favoured country, 
and add that Jlrength and riches to the empire it 
is fo capable of doing. Lord Nugent, you muft 
■ have known, has undertaken the fugar bufi- 
nefs. I thought it was brought forward a little 
prematurely, but I was happy in being able to 
check the oppofition intended againft it. The 
groxuid I had propofed putting the application 
for a direfl importation upon, and which I be- 
lieve I mentioned to you, was the increafe of 

the 
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Ae confumption of rum in Ireland, to the cx- 
clufion of French brandy. This I had ftated 
to the Weft India Planters, in hopes of enga- 
gmg them to alk for it, at leaft to fupport the 
application. While this matter was under con- 
fideration, fome zealous friends of Ireland, in 
the city, applied to the Merchants on the fame 
fubjed, and they immediately fuggefted to the 
Planters^, that the purpofe of the people of Ire- 
land was to introduce foreign fugars inftead 
of Britifh, and foreign rum alfo. They there- 
fore joined with the Merchants, in requefting 
that the liberty of a direct importation might 
not be granted. They came of courfc to this 
office, which gave me an opportunity of en- 
tering fully into the matter with them. I fet 
out with granting that the liberty requefted 
would be a very trivial benefit to the north- 
eaftern fide of Ireland, as the vicinity of the 
coaft of England and Scotland made it no 
great inconvenience to that part of the country 
to land their fugars in England or Scotland, 
and then bring them over, and perhaps they 
were fully paid for that inconvenience, by hav- 
ing the monopoly of the whole kingdom. But 
there was the evil -and hardfliip to be redrefled. 
The whole weft and fouth-wcft parts of Ireland 
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"were excluded almoft entirely from the Weft 
India trade ; for if they brought any rum from 
thence, they could bring no fugar with it, as 
the expence and difficulty of fending the fugar 
to England to be landed, and then bringing It 
back again, would be more than even the land 
carriage from Dublin, or the other eaftern ports. 
An entire cargo of rum being too much for one 
Merchant, in an out-port, to import (and he 
could not bring one afiorted' with fugar) the 
confequence was, that very little rum was im- 
ported, and French brandy was encouraged to 
be fmuggled, to fupply the confumption in its 
ftead. That a direft trade with the Weft India 
iflands from all parts of Ireland would be the 
certain means of extending the confumjition of 
both rum and fugar over the whole kingdom, 
and that in point of regulation and domeftic 
cEconomy, it was moft illiberal and unjuft to 
oppofe a propofition, which had for its objeiS 
the fair circulation of trade, and putting all parts 
of a country upon an equal footing. They 
were fo candid as to own, that in the light I 
reprefented the matter, they did not fee any 
juft ground of oppofing what was defircd, if 
care was taken to prevent the introduftion of 
foreigi^ fugars ; which I promif?d fhould hq 
done J 
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done ; and I hope if any regulations are wanting 
in your cuftom-houfes for that purpole, you will 
have them fuppKed. The exportation of foap 
and candles, from Ireland to the Weft Indies, 
was alfo fpoken of; and the Merchants affured 
me they would not oppofe it, if fuch a liberty 
was affced for. Your linen bufinefs does not go 
on as I could wifli ; but as you will fee the 
agent's correfpondence with the linen board, 
I need not fay any thing more upon the fub- 
je£l. In the Fifliery Bill, I hope to ileal in 
3 liberty to fend all forts of linens, of Irilji 
manufacture, to Africa, if nothing better can 
be done this feffion. The Parliament will not 
rife at Eafter, as was intended, though moft 
of the bufinefs will be done before it, but will 
be kept on by adjournments for fbme time. 

I have prepared a hfll for granting free trade 
from Ireland to the plantations in Africa and 
America (except in the article of wool, and 
woollen goods) and the importation from thence of 
all their produ^s^ with this provifo, that none 
imported^ in cbnlequaice of that oBty (hall 
be re-exported -from Ireland, except to Great 
Britain. This I do to remove the merchant's 
apprehenfwns, that Ireland may become the 
. ■ , N dep6t 
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dcpSt of American goods, to fend to other parts 
of Europe, which certainly ought not to be ; 
and if we get the dirc£t importation of our own 
confumption, I think we ftiould be content. 
I have run this over in fo great a hurry, I fear 
you will not be able to read it. 
Believe me, however, 
Moft truly your's, &c: 

WILUAM KNOX. 

P. S. Orders have been given, this day, for 
transports to take two Highland regiments from 
the Clyde to Ireland ; they will make 2oop- 



No. XVI. 

To William Knox, Efq. 

Dear Sir, 
/ SHOULD have imtnedtately thanked you for 
your very obliging and fathfaSlory letter^ but that 
I nave been lb employed as not to have one 
moment for it. My Lard Lieutenant is exceed- 
ingly happy in your having had an opportumty of 
^fpofng the planters and merchants to the ^illgh- 
tng us a free trade to Africa and j^tnerica (ex- 
• -ccpt 
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cept in the article of woollen goods) and a di* 
re£i importation of their produSi, and he is much 
obliged by your having undertaken to bring into 
the Houfe a bill for that purpofe. It is much to 
to be wilKed a proper advantage may be taken 
of the prefent concurrence of circumftances in 
hwout of Ireland. My Lord lieutenant would 
have ftated propofitions, but that the ftating 
particulars at fuch a conjuncture is dijfficult; 
too much or too little might be aiked, and 
therefore his Excellency thought it beft to 
make a general requifition, and as you have not 
I^Sg^^d the expediency of making any particular 
application^ and the Speaker is now in England, 
my Lord Lieutenant will reft the caufe of Ire- 
land upon that difpatch to Lord North. I Ihall, 
however, inclofe to you the draught of an aft, 
which was prepared fome time fince for the 
purpofe you are now purfuing, as it may poC- 
fibly be of fome ufe, Dndifit occurs toyoUy that 
any particular application from my Lord Lieute- 
nant to government can promote your work, I beg 
you 'Will fate tt to me by exprefs, that I may lole 
no time in laying it before his Excellency. 
Since writing the above, Sr Lucius O'Brian 
has mentioned to me his intention of going xo 
England ; he has a great deal of informatioi 
N 2 Upon 
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Upon the fulg^ of comrfterce, and may be 
ufcful to you. 

1 have the hbnour to tie, 
Your much obliged 

And obe(^ient humble fervant, 
R. HERON. 
Dublin Cqfik^ 
lothAprily 1778. 

7he draught of the a£i I fnclofe does not ex~ 
iendfo far as you prdpofe^ but / thought the plan 
of the a£i might pojjiUy he <f fame ufi. 

No. XVII. 

tUgbt Honourable M: Heron. 

IVhitehall^ iift April, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 
THE arrival of the Speaker fo opportundy 
removed all my apprehenfions of our' affairs 
fufftring for waflt of authoritative folicitation. 
Ybu will have received the copies of the five 
twlls that have been brought in and read ; th^ 
contaui every thing we caa defire; but I am 

not 
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ftot without my fears of their undergoing fomc 
alterations. Briil:ol has already fet forward an 
oppofition, and Liverpool, Manchefter, and 
Glafgow, will certainly join in it; London, I 
believe, will be quiet. The Weft I^idia mer- 
chants have been again with me. They very 
candidly told me they would not oppole any 
part of the bills, if they could be fatisfied that 
foreign fugais were not meant to be introduced 
into Ireland, inftead of Britifh plantation.- I 
afliircd them no fuch thing was intended, and 
ventured to undertake, that any regulation they 
could propofe, confiftent with the general pur- 
pofe of the appUcation, would tse adopted in 
Ireland. Sir Lucius O'Brian has fincc told 
me, I did not go too far in my undertaking, 
and I am to bring fome of the merchants to 
meet him and the Speaker, to have their confir- 
ttoationof it. As Sir Lucius propofes flaying here 
to watch the progrefs of the bills ; and the bufi- 
nefs is now in fuch a ftate of forwardnefs, that 
I can do little to promote it, except by advice, 
I fhall not haveoccafion to trouble you any far- 
ther upim this fubje£t, until the ifllie is known; 
hut I would recommend it to you, as the beft 
means of engaging adminiftration to fnpport 
the meafure, to take the bills into confidera- 

tion. 
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tion, and write to Lord North, in the name df 
the Council, exprefling great thankfulnefs for 
the kindnefs intended to Ireland, and ftrong af- 
furances of grateful returns ; and be as liberal 
as poffible, both of your thanks and promifes, 
and in extolling the benefits Ireland, and, 
through her. Great Britain will derive from 
fuch generous and liberal conduft. It would 
be right alfo to lake fome notice of the objec- 
-tions made to opening the trade of Ireland, 
particularly the danger of clandeftine importa- 
■ tions and exportations, and offer to recommend 
to Parliament with confidence of fupport, any 
'proper meafure for giving greater fecurity 
againft illicit commerce, than the prefent 
■laws or regulations do that ihall be thought 
fit and neceffary by adminiftration. It is now 
you Ihould try your ftrengtb, and cvtij gentle- 
man (hould apply to his connexions here, and 
the traders Ihould alfo write to their correfpon- 
dents to give their afliftance. I wifh the re- 
exportation of Englifh woollens had been for- 
bidden in the exportation bill, for I fo well 
know the jealouiy of Englilhmen refpedKng 
ihat manufaBure^ that I would never fiifFer them 
to think we could have any idea of encourag- 
ing it in Ireland, or fmuggling our. own out in- 

ftead 
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flcad of theirs. I hope the Scotch propofitioti 
refpe£ting the fiihery will be adopted on your 
iide ; it is not the very thing you want, but it 
will certainly lead to it, in the mean time your 
lituation will be mended. I muft now beg you 
will prefent my refpeds to my Ijord lieute- 
nant, 

And believe me, &c. 

WILLIAM KNOX. 

No. XVIII. 
To William Knox, Efq. 
Dear Sir, 
AS my Letter of the loth would be in a 
great meafure an anfwer to what was cont^cd 
in that I had the honour to receive from you of 
the 8th, and as you would immediately after 
fee our Speaker and Sir Lucius O'Brian, I have 
not troubled you with any acknowledgement of 
it, relying, that if any thing occurred in which 
my Lord Lieutenant could promote your bujinefs^ 
you would have wrote to me. I underftand 
from my friends, you will be able to weather the 
oppoftiott which will appear after the recefs : if 
you do you tvHl perform wonders. I laft night 
received a letter ffona Sir Lucius 0*Brian, de- 

iiring 
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firing Mr. John Wetherall, Deputy Examiiia- 
tor of the Cuftoms, and Mr. Robert StepHen- 
fon, Infpeftor of the Linen Board, may be 
fent over as witnefles. As I do not know bow 
to direft to Sir Lucius, I wifli you would ac- 
quaint him Mr. Wetherall, and Mr. Stephenibn 
are both in the country, but that I will endea- 
vour that you fliall hav? them by the zd of 
May. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
Dublin Cajk, 
4prU%s, 1778. R. HERON. 

No. XIX. 

To William Knox, Efj, 

Dear Sir, 
TH E bearer is Mr. Wetherall, one of the - 
gentlemen Sir Lucius O'Brian defired IhouM 
pttend the committee. He was in the country, 
which prevented his coming fooner. Mr. Wc- 
, therall is Affiftant Examinator of the Cuftoms, 
and of great knowledge in his branch, and we 
have thought it right that he ftiould bring with 
him the books of the cuftoms for the iaft feven 
years. 
■ ■ Mr. 
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Mr. Stephenfon, the other perfon defired to 
attend, was in the country, and is not yet re- 
turned, though I fent an exprefs to him im- 
mediately, but as foon as he comes I will dif- 
patch him to you. 

My Lard Ueutenani had wrote in the moji ur- 
gent terms ^ and has, Jme I received your letter ^ 
repeated his rcprefentations of the wipes and dif- 
pojitions of the gentlemen in this country. I pail 
hope to receive an account of your fuccefs very 
foon^ 

And am, with great efteem, 

Dear Sir, 

Your mc^ fiiithful, 

humUe (ervant> 
Dublin Cafile^ 
April 29. 1 778. R. H E RON, 
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No. XX. 

Right Honourable Mr. HER O N. 

Sobo Square, May ^, ^77^* 
Dear Sir, 

WHAT I apprehended from the inter- 
ference of the Irifli gentlemen in our applica- 
tion has happened ; their eagemefs, mixed 
with threats, and not a little inflamed by ig- 
norance both of this country and their own, 
and the times, have confpired to raife fuch a 
tempeft as to give us many fears for the fete of 
all the bills. When I went to Lord North 
this morning, I found his Lordfhip under much 
embarraflinent and anxiety ; a gentleman from 
Briftol was with him, to lay before him the 
grounds of oppofition determined on by that 
city, to fupport which, a deputation from the 
manufa£lurers of hemp and iron, Ibap and cau- 
dles, was come to town. It is not neceflary to 
give you a detail of our converfation, it ended 
in giving Lord North hopes that an accommo- 
dation might be effeded, and the Briftol de- 
puties were to come to me at two o'clock. I 
immediately 
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immediately fcnt for Sir Lucius O'Brian, who 
fortunately was in the way and came to me. 
The iron and hemp manufafturers deputies 
met us, they ftated their objeftions to die ge- 
neral exportation bill, which went to Ihew, 
that the Irifli could manufadure thefe articles 
cheaper than the Englifh, becaufe of the dif- 
ference of the duties laid upon the importation 
of the materials. The duty upon iron im- 
ported into England is near 3I, 3s. no part of 
which is drawn back upon the re-exportation 
except to Ireland. In Ireland the duty is only 
rl. 4s. Englifh, Ireland has therefore the ad- 
vantage of il. 19s. per ton, on that material. 
The hemp was ftated in the fame way, and 
die difFerenec in fkvour of Ireland was equal. 
They generoufly waved all confideration of the 
advantage Ireland had in cheapnefs of labour 
and provifioHs, and candidly declared thty were 
tviUing that Ireland Jhould Jbare ivkh England 
m all her trade, but they could not confent ihe 
Ihould have it in her power to beat England out of 
the market. Their propofition therefore was, that 
the fame duties Jbould be laid ^ Ireland on the im- 
portation of the materials, as were laid and not 
drawn hackin England. We applauded their prin- 
ciple eis ^r and friendly, but Sir Lucius ilated othe^ 

a ways 
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ways of equalizing the charge of the rftateri- 
als, which were the taking olf the duty here, 
or giving it back upon re-exportation, botfi 
which I knew Lord North woulddilapprove, and 
therefore I went to a third; I told them, that 
Ireland bdng in pofleffion of thefc materials at 
prefent, at a low duty» the manufa»9;ures fhc 
made of them for her own confumption, and 
for exportation to all foreign countries, had that 
advantage over thofe erf" England. A duty there- 
fore upon importation equal to the Engliih 
duty, would be a burthen upon her own con- 
fumption and foreign export, which Ihe had no 
rcafon for laying, and could not be expected to 
impofe. ThethingdefiredbythebiU wasaliberty 
to export to the colonics. iTiat liberty there- 
fore was the only objeSi of regulation. I defircd 
them to calculate the diSerence between manu- 
^i^ured and rough iron, fo as to ascertain the 
quantity of the one,. upon a medium, employed 
to make the other, azid aflced them if Ireland 
laid a duty upon the exportation of manufac- 
tured iron to the Britijb colonies^ equal to. what 
was paid upon the rough iron in England, 
would that remove their otgedion ? They 
anfwered,thatthecommoncomputation iyas,tbat 



T,Goo(^le 



[ -o' ] 

two tons of rough iron went to make one ton of 
manufadurediron ; but as they imagined Ire- 
land muft be content for many years with the 
coarfer kinds of iron manufadures, they would 
compute at the rateofa ton and a half for a ton, 
and, according to that computation of the Irifh 
Parliament^ would lay a duty of 2I. 18s. per 
ton on all manufadured iron exported to the 
colonies, they would be fatisfied, and wave all 
oppofitbn to the bill. The hemp people adopted 
the fame principle, and they gave us realbn to 
believe, that it would be alio adopted by the 
traders and manufacturers in other branches. 

Lord North was as much pleafed with thia 
profped of accommodation, and will hold it out 
■to Parliament when the bills are committed, aa 
Wednefday. I fend you this notice by ex- 
prefs, to quiet the apprehenfions of yoxxt friends 
that all will be loft ; and give me, in return* 
your and their opinion of the propofition, which 
is in general, that all Irijh manufaSiures exported^ 
in confequence of the liberty to be now granted^ 
JhaU carry out with them to the colonies a duty 
equal to that "which remains upon thofe of the fame 
demnunation exported from England. If the Houfe 

Qf 
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of Commons adopts this propofition on Wcd- 
nefday. Sir Lucius will let off immediately for 
Ireland, in order to propofe it in the Houfe 
of Commons there, as a regulation of trade, 
and give his afliftance to carry it through. I 
know you will communicate this to the Speak- 
er, and therefore I do not write to him ; but I 
beg you will prefent him my refpe^s. 

I am, &c. &c. &c. 

WILL. KNOX. 



No. XXI. 
Dear Sir, 

I WISH you would acquaint Sir Lucius 
0*Brian that I lent an exprefs into the country, 
and btought Mr. Stephenfon, one of the perfons 
he defired might be fent to England, to Dub- 
lin. He has fome office under the Linen Board, 
and was intended by Sir Lucius to have been 
examined upon that fubjeft; but the Truflees 
of the Linen Board being informed, that it 
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was intended he fliould come to you, exprefled 
their difapprobation of it ; and the Piimate and 
the Duke of Leinfter both came to me, and de- 
fire, from the Board, he might not be fent. 

i^e are extremely anxious for the proceedings of 
your Parliament. If your refolutions^ or the mofi 
material of them, are carried into a law, our fef- 
fans will, I think, end very happily ; but if they 
fail, we may look for all the confequences of difap- 
fointment. However, I always look for the 
beft. I am. 

Dear Sir, 

With great truth. 

Your moft obliged 
Dublin Caflle, 
k^May, 17 78. Humble fervant, 

R. heron; 



No. 
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Na XXII 

2o the Right Hon. Mr, Heron. 
Soho-fquarCy ^th May, i 778 — S o'clock A. Mi 

Dear Sir, 

FROM what pafled in the Committee laft 
night, upon the Lnport Bill, Sir L/UCias O'Brian 
and myfelf think your Houfe of Commons 
ought, without delay, to bring in a bill upon 
the propofition I mentioned to you in my laft ; 
and Sir Lucius fends, by this exprefs, claufes 
to the Speaker^ for the fubftance of the bill. If 
this meafure be adopted, not a moment fhould 
be loft, and the Inftant the bill has been read a 
copy fhould be lent to Lord North, from my 
L-ord Lieutenant, as a meafure of Government, 
which he is to comtnunicate to Parliament. 

The Irjfh Government have been much 
blamed by all fides for their treatment of the 
Homan Catholics ; if you could do any thing 
in their behalf at this time, you would feel the 
advantage of it in the progrcfs of the bills ; it 

is 
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is under ccuriideration here to repeal the a^ of 
Queen Anne, refpe^ing the forfeited eiktes^ 
1 have much to fey upon the fubjeft, but yoU 
will find the fubftance of my plan, in a note, in 
my '* Defence of the Quebec Aft," publifhed 
when that a£l paffed ; it is intitled '* the JufHce 
and Policy, &:c. vindicated.'* Watfon, the 
Bookfeller, in Capel-ilreet, has them, t beg 
my Feipe£l:$ to my Lord laeutenant, and am, 

Dear Sir, &c. &c. 

\VILL. KNOX. 



No. xxm* 

To Will. Knox, E^. 

Dublin Cafile^ lothMayj 1778/ 

I LAST night received, by. exprefs, your 

letter of the 4th i,nllant, communicating to me, 

for liie information of my Lord Lieutenant, the 

particulars which pafled in a conference'between 

P ypu 
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you jUid die iron and hemp manufadturers* de- 
puties, and defiring an opinion from hence 
upon the propofition intended to remove the 
bbjeftion made by the fevcral traders and manu- 
fedurers interefted in the trills now before the 
Britilh Parliament, viz. That all Irifli manu- 
fedturts which fliall be exported^ in confc- 
quence of the liberty to be now granted, fhall 
carry out with them a duty equal to that which 
remains upon thole of the lame denomination 
exported from England. 

1 have byhis Excellency's dire^ons informed the 
Speaker ofthe Houfeof Commons, the Prime Ser- 
jeantand Attorney General, and fome other mem- 
bers of the firft confequence in the Houfe of 
Commons, of the import of your letter. And I 
dilpatch this to you, at their defire, by a mef- 
fenger, to acquaint you, that none of thofe 
gentlemen has, nor have I, the finalleft appre- 
heniidn that a propofition fo - reafonable, and 
upon which meafures of great national inftpoi*- 
tance will depend, can foil of being chcefully 
adopted by this Houfc of Commons. I there- 
fore wilh ^yow would have bHls i^awn in Ef^- 
landf . and the draughts fent over^ as the bcft 
mode c^ Informing us whatit isprecifelythat-you 
z expeft 
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expe^ frotn our Parliament ; and I am the more 
deiirous of receiving the infbrmatioa of what is 
expedied by Great Britain in this mode, as thele 
being money bills, cannot, if we fhould miftake 
your intentions, be altered, when fent to Eng* 
landj without great inconvenience ; and as the 
fdlion ^is drawing towards a conclulion, there 
will be no time for explanations. 

I have given diredions to the meflenger who 
brings the letter to wait your orders, and I wifli 
to receive the draughts of the bills we are to 
pafs by him as &on as'they can be prepared, and 
you Ihall fee the bills you are pailing are fafe 
with you, 

lam direSied by my Lord Ueutenant to make 
f>is acknowledgements for the ajjijlance you have 
given, and your attention to him in tfjis bujinejt \ 
and am, 

SIR, 

Your moil obediei^ 
Humble fervant» 

W. HERON.. 
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No. XXIV. 

To the Right Hon. Mr. Herow. 

^ Whitehall^ M(^ 14, 1778, 
Dear Sir, , 

YOUR letter by exprefs arrived very for- 
tunately. The violence of fome of our friend? 
excited fuch a jealoufy of the deternuned pur- 
pofe of the gentlemea coimeded with Ireland, 
to carry matters wkh ^ high hand, and allow 
no compromife of tactdificatiQa, that a fpirit was 
rifing which would fbon have put an end to all 
bur expeiftations, Mr. Hobinfon told me on 
Wedncfday, that he had received more than 
twenty-one meffages from gentlemen who had 
voted for the commitment of the bills ; acquaint- 
ing him that they had done fo with a view of 
giving fomething to Ireland ; but as they under- 
jftpod all was meant t<t ^ contended for, th^ 
would nowvote for their reje£lion, I immediately 
fcnt to Mr. Gafeoyne, who had taken a ftrong 
part againft the impart bill, and he was fo 
obliging to come to me. He told me he had 
t)cen with the Manchcfter and Liverpool peo- 
ple, and that, finding their ftrength, they were 
determined that day to put a fliort queftion upon 
the import bill, 

I was 
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I will not trouble you with a det&il of 
our converfation ; but it ended in my prih- 
pqfing to except, out of the export billy cottons of 
all denominations, mixed or tmmixedy Germas 
linens, printed or fained, ditto gunpowder, glafs; 
hops, beaver wool, hats, coals, woollen manufac- 
ture in all its branches. The fugars, he con- 
tended, could not be given up without drawing on 
the intire ruin of Liverpool and Laiicafhire ; 
but if they were excepted, he had a good argu- 
ment to ufc for the allowance of the exports, 
which was, that the bulky goods remaining 
freight for their manufaftures would be always 
had at an eafy rate, and that would fecure them 
a market. I would have of^red an additional 
duty on the fugars directly imported, andg^vc him 
the inclofed paper, as apropofition ; but nothing 
would be admitted but an abfolute exception. 
He went however from mc in lb good a temper, 
that he perfuaded the committee for oppofmg 
the bills, to avoid coming to a quelHon that 
day ; and meeting Sir Lucius O'Brian, a pro- 
polal for accommodation was taken into con- 
fideration, and the "gentlemen of Ireland fum- 
jnoned to meet next morning at Lord George 
Germaine*s office; the refult of that meeting 
V^s, to endeavour to obtain the expoit bill, 

witl^ 
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with the exceptions I have mentioned ; . but a 
point that had been infifted on by the Man- 
chefter people, viz. the taking ofF the duty cmi 
the exportation of yam from Ireland was to be 
refiited. 

This day the committee on the import ImU 
adjourned till Monday fe'nnight, in order to 
give an opportunity for the export bill to make 
a progrefs in the mean time. And if it pafies, 
with the exceptions I mentioned, I imagine the 
import bill will be deferred to the next feflion. 
The taking ofFthe duty upon the yam is ftill con- 
tended for ; but I have no doubt the IVfanchei^ 
tcr people will be beat upon the queftion, 

■ I give this hafty account, that you may be 
able to judge of the ftate of things, and form 
your minds to receive with tlankfulnefs what 
it is likely will be granted, which, in truth, is 
more than I expected, after the imprudent inter- 
ference of the friends of Ireland a$ thty called 
themjehes, 1 beg my beft refpefts to my Lord 
Lieutenant ; and am, &c. 

WILI-. KNOX. 

7he 



■;Goo^le 



[ "9 } 



7%e paper ittclofed with the foregoing. 

There is, at prefent, no Weft-India commo- 
dities imported into the weftern part of Ireland, 
The inhabitants of that part of Ireland confume 
no rum, and fcarcely any fugar ; whatever there- 
fore of thofe commodities may be imported into 
thofe parts, will be an increafe of the prefent 
confumption, and no diminution of the trade 
from London, Briftol and Liverpool, to Ire- 
land. 

Sugars, if direilly imported into Ireland, would 
now pay jid. per cwt. more duty than fu- 
gars imported from England. An additional 
duty of i6d. upon fugars imported direftly, 
added to the prefent duty, will prevent any part 
of Ireland that now imports fugars from England 
from importing them direftly, and therefore 
the trade, with refpeft to them, will continue 
on its prefent footing. But the weftern parts 
may find it for their advantage to pay the addi- 
tional duty, and open a direct trade with the 
Weft-Indies. 

It 
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It IS therefore propofed, that an additional duty 
rf 1 6d. per cwt. be laid in Ireland upon all fu- 
gars imported direftly from the plantations into 
Ireland, and that no duty be re- paid upon the 
re-exportation of refined fugars from Ireland to 
the plantations. 

No. XXV. 

Right Honourable Mr. Hebon. 

B^itehally ibib May^ 1778. 
Dear Sir, 

IN my letter by laft night's poft, I gave you 

fome account of what had pafled in the Houie 

of Commons, and at the meetings which had 

' lieen held with the oppofers of the bills for the 

purpofe of accommodation. 

The export blU is to be read the fecond time 
on Monday, and to be committed on Tuefday j 
Mr. Wetberall is employed In the mean time to 
prepare an exadl ftate of the duties the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland is to impofe on goods exported, 
in order to make the charge equal to that 
which the Englifh goods carry out with them 
agreeable to what has been agreed on, but as 

that 
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that -ijpll take fome- time, and you muft then 
pafs bills in confequence, we are apprehenfive 
the Parliament here will not fit long enough to 
admit of thofe bills ar; iving here, and we doubt 
if die" Hbufe of Commons ivill pafs the export 
bill upon the credit of our undertaking that fuchJ 
duties (hall be laid. To obviate this difficulty, 
^6 have thbught of propofing a claufe to'be in-" 
ferted in the export' bill, reftraining" in effcO: the 
operatlon'of that bill until your Parliament (hall 
have irripdfed' fuch diities ;' and I fend'you a 
draught of a claufe which' Lord Nugent, Sir 
Euciiis O'Briaii, and riiyfelf, thiriK wiirmiwer' 
the putpoft : but as the ground is very delicate,-' 
and if it (hould excite any jealtiufy in Ireland, 
the nlhchief wouldbe great, we think it beft' 
to fend it to you by' your meilenget' for your 
confideration, or alteratiofti iuwhatmahnfer you' 
nlay think proper ; but we beg you would re- 
turn it, or what you think would be tnore fit in 
the place of it, as expedidoufiy as poflible, that 
the paffage of the bill niay not' be delayed, for 
it muft be added in the Houfe of Commons, 
and the third reading of the bill kept back' for it, 
I am, 

Dear Sir, &c. ^c. 

WILi:, KNOX 
Q, No. 
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No. XXVI. 

Rjgbt Honourable Mr. Herok. 

Wbitebally i^ih May, 1778. 
Pear Sir, 
1 A M at \joti Nugent's with Sir John Bk- 
quire>. and Mr. Burke, celebrating the p^^gc 
of the export bill through the committee with 
the exceptbns I mentioned. A claufe was pro- 
pofed, requiring a duty upon Iriih Unen yam 
exported to Englaqd to be taken off, as the 
condition of granting the liberty of exporting , 
the manufa<fhires not excepted, but I have the 
pleafure to iiifdrm you it was rejedted by a ma^ 
jority of 79 to 23- -L^rd North diftinguiflied 
himfelf as a patron of the bill, and an oppoier 
©f the claufe, and every gentleman who could 
have been expefted from connection or fituation 
to take a part, ftiewed a zeal that expreffed their 
attachment to the caufe of Ireland, thofe efpe- 
cially in whole company I write, took a very 
warm part, that it was alfo an able one nobody 
will doubt. 

I think the bill is pretty fafe, though not out 
of danger, and I fend'you this account by ex- 

prefs 
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pfefs to quiet your apprehenfions, and keep, up * 
your Ipirits, but not to remove yoiir anxiety 
eotirely ; for as time is our adverfary, there is 
no faying what advantage our exponents may 
make of luch an ally. 
I am^ 

Dear Sir, &c. &c. &c* 

WILL. KNOX. 

P. S. The bill for repealing the aft of Queen 
Anne, refpeding the Irifli Roman Catholics was 
read a lecond time this day, without oppoiition. 

No. XXVII. 

William Knox, Ef^. 

Dear Sir, 

I YESTERDAY received your letter of 
the 14th, by the mail, and by the meflen- 
ger, that of the 1 6th, inclofing a claufe pro- 
pofed to be inlerted in your export bill. In 
my former letters to you, upon this fubjeft, I 
had mentioned that there was no doubt but 
tfie Parliament of Ireland would cheerfully 
concur in your propofition for equalizing the 
duties on goods to be exported from hence, un^- 
Q^* del 

D,o,i,7?<iT,Google 



t '■« I 

6ct yam a^, |to thofe which the Eifl^lifli good* 
carty out with .thpm. ^ut as you tbinic ^t piay 
be espeiled the claufe yo^ fqit lyie, ^d wjbich I 
i^haJll returij, pio\3^^ he .'mfertpd }fi the a§, } 
conferred to-day in the Speaker's charofeer 
with many of the principal gep.tlemett of the 
Houfe of Commons, as w;ell thofe who are the 
particular friends of Government, as thofe who 
have not any immediate connefUcm with Ad- 
minlflratjon, and am periuatkd ^rom what 
pafled, that our Parliamfot .would iipijjpdjaffily 
lay fuch duties upon the goo(Js to )» export- 
ed from hence, by virtue of your export ImII, 
as this clauf^ is calculated to obtain. It was 
therefore the wilh of gentlemen, the bill fliould 
pafs without a claufe, ^^hich feems to exprefs 
a doubt of the Parliament here doing what is 
right in this refpedl, and which is th^ lefs ne- 
ceflary, ^s Irebnd hopes for further benefits, 
and cannot be fo impolitic as to forfeit her claim 
, to them, by an ill ufe of what is now to be granted. 
However, if the claufe is inlifted upon, the 
gentlemen feemed of opinion, the inferting it 
could not oecafion diflatisfaftion here upon the 
ground you mention, and in whatever way you 
pafs the bill, it is'defired that the moA ezaS 
account may be fait of the duties and taxes, 

the 
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tbe goods, &c. imported from Great Britain, 
ftand charged wth, including the duties or taxes 
paid upon the fabric or importation thereof, or 
the materials thereof, and riot drawn back upon, 
exportation, that the Parliament, in laying on 
the duties here, may be fure they proceed cor- 
rcftly init. 

Imuft not conceal that the long train of excep- 
tions in this billj f^rticularly that reJ^eSiing cot- 
totty and the poj^oning the import hill to the next 
Jejfiony weret after the ' high expeMations, con- 
ceived a very great difapppintment here, tut in 
this difappointment they do not forget thejlreimous 
efforts of their friends^ andjiem extremely fenfble 
cf their exertion and %eal through the whole of 
this mofi important bujinefs. 
I am, dear Sir, 

With great rclpeS and efteem, 
Your moft faithful 

And obedient fervant, 

R. HERON. 

Dublin Cajle, 

3.2dMeyt '77^* 

Na 
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No., xxvm. 

Tff William Knox, Ef^, 

Dear Sir, 

/ AM exceedingly obliged by your letter of the 
i^tbf acquainting me the export bill had gone 
through the Commmittee. I hope it will proceed 
without farther amendments. The Speaker 
fhewed me to-day a printed bill with the excep- 
tions as propofed, and copies of the provifoes, 
of all which he approves;- and now feoplii 
mndi begin to cool, they arefenfbk of the advan- 
tages you have procured to this country ; — I mean 
all reafonable people, who will foon fatisfy die 
reft how thankful th^ ought to be to England 
for thefe conceffions, and to the friends of this 
country for having procured them. But the 
unanimity with which the refolutions pafled 
had flattered Ireland every thing would be 
granted, and being afterwards alarmed with the 
apprehenfion of lofmg every thing, the minds 
of people of all ranks were ftrangely agitated, 
and the lower order feeling at the fame time 

great 
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great diftrcfs from the fcarcity of provifiohs, 
aijd the want of work, it is certain the difap- 
pointmcnt would have produced a •Utolent cort' 
vuljhn in this kingdom. The crifis of this 
fever is pafled ; that which will be produced by 
agitating queftions refpefling the Popery Laws 
will, I fee, be very violent, but does not feem 
of fo dangerous a tendency as the other. The 
quefticHi is between the individuals of the lame 
country, and the party which is beat will have 
only to lament its being the weaker. The other 
would have become a queftion, and an ugly one 
as it ihould feem between nation and nation. 
Mr. Gardiner will, I believe, move to-morrow 
for leave to bring in heads of a bill for relief of 
his Majefty's Roman CathoUc fubjefts pf Ire- 
laud. He is not yet determined what to pro- 
pofe ; there ig a general idea of putting the Ro- 
maQ Cathplfcs of Ireland upon ^he fame footing 
with the Roman CathoUcs of England. Govern- 
ment will fupport the motion for leave to bring 
in heads of a bill. There will be a ftrong op- 
ppfitipn againft any alteration whatever, and a 
violent one againft repealing the Gavelling 
Claufe, which the Roman Catholics abhor, and 
their oppofcrs, even moderate men, confider aa 
the palladium pf Ireland, It vriU therefore be 

very 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



very difficult to get rid of this clauie; but, ha^ 
ing done that, you will be fiippofed to have 
done every thihg, and niay, in another feffion, 
blot the word Papift out of their ftatutes. I con- 
clude your Parliament will ibon rife; when we 
ihall be able to do the &me one cannot even 
oonjeduft. 

I have the honour to be, ' 
t)ear Sir, 
Your much obliged, and 

feithful humble Servant, 
R. HERON. 
Dtf M« CaJIe. 
Zi^hMay-y 1778, 

No. XXIX. 

Hsght Honourable Mr. Herok: 

Sobo Square, May z6tbf 177S. 
0ear Sir, 
THE mcfienger' that had the care of your 
letter of the 2zd. inftant did not deliver it to 
me before eight o'clock laft night. An accident 
that had happened to me that moming cbnfiAed 
meat home, but I had the pleafureto hear the 
export bill was read the third time in the Houfe 
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of Commons, and <^rried up to the Lords time 
enough to recave a firft reading that day^ I do 
not apprehend it will meet with any material ■ 
oppoiition in its pal^ge through the Houfe of 
JLords. Sir Lucius O'Brian fent the Speaker a 
copy of the bill after the report of the Commit- 
tee, and it has undergone no alteration, fince 
you will fee by it, diat a claufe to the efFe£t of 
the one I lent you, and you returned, is infert* 
ed, and I am glad to find it will oceafion no jea* 
loufy on your fide ; it could not be omitted, for 
you muft confider it was not Parliament that 
required it, or Parliament that was to be fatisfied 
without it, but the manufafturers and their 
feprefentatives. The claufe refpefting the iron 
was alfo required by the manufefturers of that 
^mmodity, and we had much ado to avoid 
others for the foap and. cordage. And in truth 
I could not blame the tradefpeople for infifting 
upon better fecurity than Sir Lucius's, or my 
declaratioa that we would reprefent the matter ; 
and even your letter to me, though fufficiently 
fatisfailory to every gentleman in Parliament, 
wa9 not fuch fecurity as manufafturers are ac- 
ciiftomed to truft to : however, I am very hap- 
py that the bufinefs has been carried through 
even in the way it has, and I think fuch a 
R foundation 
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jbun^atkyn is lud as wc may cteSk M ei^nd 
upon to pull the two ifiaiiJs together fonie time 
bencty and until that happens, Ireland will fae 
increafmg in wealth* popalstitHi, uid revenue. 
Kroifl the defire you exprefa in your former tet- 
ter, of having an cxafl ftatc (^ the duties you were 
to impofe Tent to you, I .thought it nght to al- 
ter into the fubjeft with the agoits for the le- 
veral manufefturers. Mr. Wetherall's prcience 
was a great atJvantage, and he, with the affift- 
ance of an aHe officer belongmg to the cuftocn- 
faoufe here, went tbrt>ugh the book c£ rates^ 
examining and comparing the duties in each 
ifland up(Mi each article. The foap proved a 
^fficult one. The duty upon barilla imported 
here is 4s/ 6d. per cm. Ac fame duty is 1^ in 
Ireland, but with the exception of tvhaS m^ 
he for the ufe of the linen manufa^rey under 
which extfeption the whole imported into Ire- 
land has avmdei} the duty. Such being the 
cafe, I could not iet the Irifii duty agauift the 
British, yet as our objcft was foap exported^ 
which could not be feid to be for the Iriih hnea 
manufefture, all barilla ufcd in mating foap for 
exportation rauft cither pay tlte duties, or the 
importers be pcijyredi. The latter, I miich 
feared, would be the eaie ; and, therefore, ifi^tead 

of 
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of making the importer's oath ftronger, and to 
except foap for exportation, Ijudged it beft to 
accommodate upon the footing of the barilla 
duty in Ireland being repealed, in order to fave 
thcconfciences of my countrymen, without pre- 
judice to the revenue. The next <UfEculty re- 
fpefling this article was, the duty upon tallow ex- 
ported from Ireland ; for the Briftol and Lanca- 
ihire ibap-makers declared, that the greateft part 
of the fo^ they exported to the Weft Indies was 
made of Irifli tallow ; it being of a harder na- 
ture, and therefore kept better in a hot climate 
than either Englilh or RuiHa tallow. This 
paint I would not difcufs; I flood to the termg 
of the agreement, which could only mean that 
nathe commcditiesjhouldbefet agatryi native com' 
mJities, md foreign figainjl foreign. That if 
.they allowed their tallow to be exported to Ire- 
laud without any duty, then they might com* 
plain of the duty upon Irifh tallow ; hut, as 
the Iriih could not have theirs at any rate, 
they ought to be thankful to the JriJh for fuf- 
fering them to have theirs at fo low a duty as 
IS. 64. per cwt. This reafoning prevailed, 
and they gave up the point, 

R a Aiiothcif 
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Another charge they had to make, was th« 
duty on flamps of their bonds and certificates, 
&c. all which upon a medium they fsiriy made 
out amounted to fixpence per hundred ; the 
duty on felt uiefd in making an hundred of foap 

■ was threepence ; and with the barilla duty, 
;«vhich was two fliillings and threepence for 
half a hundred, made the whole amount to 
three fhillings, which we had a duty of fixpence 
to fet againft. But by much debating we got off 
the ftamp duty ; and by reprefenting that our 
foap-bdilcrs made ufe of kelp inftead of barilla, 
and that our foap was inferior to theirs, they 
were brought to agree that we fhould lay an 
additional duty ofonefhiWIng and fixpence Irifh 
on all our Ibap exported to the colonies ; and 
that if the Parliament thought fit to take off the 
duty on barilla imported, it was not to affeft 
the agreement. This I thought a good bargain 
for Ireland, efpecially as I am certain barilla 
ijiuft be ufed by the Irifli foap-boilers for what 

- |hey fend to the Weft Indies 5 but it is fiiir to 
Lord Nugent and Sir Lucius that I fhould tell 
you, if^ey iiid not go with tm entirely in this bar- 
gain. Lord Hillil}orough,whomlhavefince talk- 
ed with on the fubjeft, thinks you ought to lay 
on a much higher duty, gs Ibap is a material for 
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the' linen manufafture, and a large exportation 
might injure it. Candles you have a ihilling 
pef hundred on, and there is no duty upon cm- . 
dies exported from Great Britain; but from cora- 
paffion to the Lancaftiire people, who convin- 
ced me they now exported candles, made of Irifh 
tallow, to the amount of ten thoufiind pounds, 
zvkd perhaps out of a little policy to fifien the re~ 
fentment of that country^ I promifed I would re- 
commend it to you to lay fixpence per cwt. 
more on Irifh candles, but I undertook nothing. 
The cordage would have been a greater diffi- 
culty than the foap, if Lord North had not 
removed the objeftjon. Hemp pays a duty upon 
importation here, and all cordage, except what 
is exported to the colonies, has a bounty equal 
to it. Any duty that you might lay could ea- 
fily be evaded by declaring the cordage to btf 
for the fhip's ftores ; and it is known that you 
do now fend cordage to the colonies in that way, 
A duty equal to that paid here upon the im- 
portation of hemp I would not hear of; and I 
knew the duty on hemp imported here could 
not be given up, and therefore the only way of 
accommodating both fides was to extend the 
bounty to Britifli cordage exported to the co- 
lonies ^ and upon my ibting the matter to 
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Lord North, he at once agreed to H with th$it 
cbeerfulnefs wiib which he has done every thing 
far Ireland ibis fej^on it was poJJibU to expeSi, 
The leather, which is ahnoft the only re- 
ipaiuing article 0(i which Ireland has not as 
high or higher duties upon exportation than re- 
main here, has been leltled by Mr. Wetherall : 
no ageqt appeared for the manufiifturers, and 
therefore we could n(H make %n agreement, in 
the whole progrefs of this bulinefs, and in the 
conduct of all future matters of the liUnd, the 
want of a Board o£ Trade or other office in Ire-. 
land, to tianfa^t with, has beep, and muil: be 
ieverely felt. Indeed the Speaker and Sir Lur 
cius O'Briah have moft kindly fupplied the de-t 
feift in the prelent inftance ; but you muft not 
always expcft th? two gentlemen who moft 
paflefs the confidence of (he Houlc of Com-> 
nvHis on commercial fubje^ts, will take the 
:&me trouble upon all future occafions. The 
advantage you will make of the concofllons ob- 
f^ned for you will much depend upon the re-^ 
^uluions trade ^s put under ; and a rtceptach 
and depbjt for commercial knowledge is the 
fmly means <^ cdledling and bnnging into uie 
the infornia'Uon upon which fuch regulationa 
(HjgUt IQ b^ ^und^ Yon wUl th?r?fore, { 
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hope, pardon me for hinting to you the propriety 
of following thefe conceflions on the part of 
Eagknd by the appointment trf" a Chamber of 
Commerce, or Board of Trade, or feme fuch 
like office, to fuperintend your trade^ to watch 
over die laws paffed here, and to coUcft Infor- 
maUon by correfponding with all parts to which , 
you can carry on a trade. I will now put an 
end to this long epiiUe, by requefling you to 
prcfcnt my beft refpeils to my Lord Lieute* 
nanc, and humble thanks for che obliging no^ 
tice he has taken of my little endeavours to pro- 
mote his Excellency's wiflics for the advantage 
of Ireland, and begging you to believe me with 
great regard. 

Dear Sir, &c. 

WILL. KNOX 

P". S. The fiftiery and the fhip claufe were not 
objefted to. By the Newfoundland fifhery re- 
turns it appears, there have hm two thoufand 
more Irijh employed there m each year fnce the. 
ii^tnUs granted to Ireland than before. 
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No. XXX. 
Right Honourable Mr. Heson. 

Whitehally 2%tb May^ ij-ji 
Dear Sir, 

NO circumftaiice has arifen iii the Houfe of 
Commons on the fecond reading or commit- 
ment of the export bill that would have given 
occafion to me to trouble you with another let- 
ter, after the very long one I difpatched by your 
meficnger on Tuefday evening. The fliare I 
have been obliged to take in xke Irifti bufinefs 
has, however, led /om£ perfons here to ima* 
gine, that I ought to continue to correfpond 
with you upon every matter of importance to 
Ireland that is in agitation here ; and therefore I 
am now to give you fome account of the Popeiy 
bUls. 

The one for repealing the firft cf Quecfl 
Anne I apprized you of in a former letter, as 
intended to remove an obftruftion out of the 
way of the Iriih Parliament to their extending 
the rights of men to the Roman Catholics ; and 
at the fame time give a ftrong intimation of the 

feoft 
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fenle of Parliament here, that fuch ufe ought to 
be made of it. The fentiments of individuals 
correlponded with the public meafure ; fcarce a 
member fpoke againft the export or import bills, 
but reprobated the Irifli policy of oppreffing 
and rendering ufelefs the better half of the inha- 
bitants. How can that government, it was 
faid, complain of narrow and confined conduit 
in England towards them, when they perfift in 
, a plan infinitely more narrow and perfecuting 
with regard to their own people. But another 
ftcp has been taken by Parliament here that will 
operate more powerfully than the intimation 
conveyed by the bill I have mentioned. Ano- 
ther bill has been brought in for relieving the 
Roman Catholics of Great Britain from many 
of the reftraints and hardships laid upon them 
by the laws of this country ; and I have the fa- 
tisfadion to tell you, that this bill faffed the 
Houfe of Commons with only one diffenting 
voice ; and has been read twice, and yefterday 
went through the Committee of the Lords 
without any material amendment or alteration. 
Both bills have been fupported by the whole 
Bench of Bifliops, and the Diflenters have been 
zealous promoters of them, as a proof of the 
liberality of their fentiments, and an induce- 
S ment 
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ment to grant them indulgencies they have 
heretofore- in vain folicited. If this example 
Ihould faU of influencing the Irifli Parliament to 
take fome ftep in &vour of the Irtfli Roman 
Cathohcs, their want of liberaUty will bring on 
them the reproach of even the Scotch Preftjte- 
rians, who have gone cheerfully with the Bri- 
tish meafure. But a worfe coniequence than 
reproach will follow to Ireland, if their bigotry 
gets the better of their policy : every Ronian 
Catholic of property will quit the Idngdom, 
and remove into Great Britain. The Uberdes 
juft granted to you in trade will be of no advan- 
tage ; for you will neither have money to carry 
on an cxtenfive commerce, nor hands to em- 
ploy. I inclofe the copies of the Wis, that the 
gentlemen of Ireland may fee what is doing 
here ; and I flatter myfelf they will adopt the 
nieafure, and not fuffer this feflion to pafs over 
without manifefting to their countrymen an 
equal regard for their happinefs as the Britifli 
Parliament has tellified. 
I am. 

Dear 8ir,.&c. 

WILL. KNOX. 
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No. XXXL 

to William Knox, Efq. 

Dear Sir, 
SIR Lucius 0*Brian, Mr. Wetherall, and 
Mr. Fofter, die Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, have, with the affiftance of 
the Attorney General and the Commiflioners of 
the Revenue, fettled the duties which are to be 
laid on fuch articles of the manufedture and 
produce of the kingdom, as arc by the aft ypu 
have pafled thk feffion permitted to be exported 
from hence to the Plantations in America, the 
Weft Indies, and to Africa ; lb as tp raife th? 
duties here on thole articles to as high an 
amount, as articles of the fame quaUty exportai 
(rora Great Britain are chargeable with ; and 
the Attorney General has prepared heads of a 
bill, which will be brought into the Houfe 
to-day, for laying on thole duties. This ope- 
ration has been a difficult one, notwithjianding 
eii the afftjiance you have given us. But I believe, 
from the at«Hties and care of the gentlemen who 
haye been employed in it, that it will be found 
properly executed and conformable to the inten- 
S \ tioa 
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tion of the Britifli legiflature, and of the manu- 
fafturers in Great Britain, fo as to entitle Ire- 
Jand to the full benefit of your export a£L 

The raifing duties here upon articles carrj^g 
out a charge in their export from England, to as 
high an amount as thofe articles carry out frorn 
England, is a meafure required by the Britiih 
aft of Parliament. And as that aft has given 
to Ireland the full liberty of exporting to the 
fame plantations, the produce or manufefturc 
of Ireland, certain articles excepted, and all 
goods the produce or manufafture of Great 
Britain, certain articles excepted, and all cer- 
tificate goods, fbme gentlemen here have 
thought, that, according to the principles of 
equality pfofefled by your export aft, theft 
feveral articles Ihould be exported from hence 
upon the fame terms as they are exported from 
Great Britain, according to the fchcme I inclofe, 
and they have brought in heads of a bill for 
that purpofe, 

I acquainted thefe gentlemen that, notwith- 

ftanding the feeming equity of this propofition, 

as my Lord Lieutenant had no inftrudtions upon 

fhe fubjeft, and as it was no part of what is 

I required 
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required by the Britifli aft, his Excellency could 
neither fufFer it to be implicated in that a£t mth 
the other propolition ; nor could he give an/ 
countenance to fuch a bill, as it was impoffible 
to forefee what objeftion might arife to it iit 
England. His Excellency could therefore neither 
permit the bill for raifing the duties (in which 
no alteration could be made in England, it being 
a money bill) to be hazarded by the infertion of 
any thing not required by the Britifli aft ; nor 
could any way concur in their meafure, as the 
doing fo might be deemed the holding out a 
felftr expeftation, if there ihould appear to the 
Britifli miniftry any reafons for rejefting their 
bill. They have, however, prepared and brought 
in heads of fuch a bill, in as guarded a manner 
as could be done, and it muft take its chance in 
England. Tou will Judge of the propriety of the 
meafure by the inclofed papers^ and I trouble you 
vjith them noWy that you may confder the pro- 
priety of itf when the bills fbMl be tranfmltted 
from the council, 

Yoy have, I doubt not, heard of the awk- 
ward ftate of the bill for the relief of the 
Roman Catholics of this kingdom. The op~ 
pofers of this bill grew every day more warm, 

till, 
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till, contrary to what there vras rcafbn to exped, 
they joineil the Preftiyterians, and together in- 
lerted a claufe for repeal of the facramental teft, 
tm£ted here by the 2d of Anne, intitled, *' An 
** aft to prevent the further growth of popery," 
the law which created the dilabilities, the pre- 
felt bill intended to remove. Iliey introduced 
'^isj claule from an opinion, that the repeal of 
the teft would be difagreeable to Government, 
and therefore obftruft the bill. If the iall rcw 
turns from England without this claufe, there 
will be difficulty in carrying it throu^ the 
Conunons ; if with the claufe, in carrying it 
through the Lords. The hiftory of this teft 
law is, that it was tacked to the fecond of Anne 
in England, with a view to occafion diat law 
being thrown out upon its return hither. Tbe 
repeal of the teft is now tacked to the heads of 
this bill, Ibf reUef ag^inft thofe difabilities, 
with a view to occaiion its being thrown nat iq 
England, or rgeded here by th^ Lords. 
I am. Sir, 
. With great refpeft. 
Your moft obedient 
humUe fervant, 
Duilm Cafik, R. HERON. 

June 24, 1778^ 

. ^ .No. 
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No-xxxn. 

To William Knox, Ef^. 
Dear Sir, 
THE mcflenger who will deliver you this 
carries over feveral bills, of which two are our 
«xport bills. My Lord Lieutenant has wrote to 
the I^rd Prefident, Lord North, and Lord 
Weymouth upon the fubje£t, and has fumilhed 
dieir Lordfliips in addition to his private letter, 
with an explanation of the principles of the 
bills, and I fliall enclole to you a copy of that 
paper. In my letter to Mr. Robinfon, I have re- 
ferred him to my laft letter to you. By miftake 
a copy of the bill for equalizmg the duties is not 
made, which I alfo intended to enclofe to yoti. 
Our manuiaitures here arc in a moft wretched 
fituation, and we have now reafon to apprehend 
very bad confequences from the inability of the 
mafters to continue their journeymen at the 
loom. They have been fupported a long time 
by fubfcriptions, which arc now exhaufted ; and 
the mafters alledge they have an uncommon 
Aock on hand and no money, fo that there is 
realbn t6 apprehend fome diforder. This country 
Jiad means of conveying their manufactures 
abroad, 
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abroad, which have been flopped, and if that 
ports are not now opened, the country muft be 
undone. There has,- however, within thefe 
few days, been a confiderable rife in the linen, 
which may have fome effcO:. I hope there will 
not- be found any reafon for reje£ling either of 
the export bills. I wilh you would fee his Ex- 
cellency's private letter refpefting the bills, for 
I have not time to fend you a copy of it. 



Your moft obedient 

humble fervant, 

Du^ Cajlle, R. HERON. 

oAJuly, 1778. 

No. xxxni. 

'To William Knox, "Efq. 

Dear Sir, 

LORD Nugent has wrote to our Speaker, de- 
firing fome perfon might be fent from hence to 
fblicit and explain the export, bills, which were 
fent by the meflenger laft night. If there was 

any 
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any pcrCon Here competetlt to the underUikiag^ 
that could be prevailed on to go, my Lord 
Lieutenant would nioft readily {end him over, 
but there really Is not. And I fhould hope, thff 
explanation virhich his Excellency has tranf- 
nutted widii the bills, of which I have fent 
you a copy, and that I now cnclofe, would* 
with yow/rimdiy md, be lufficient for thepur* 
pofe. 

tarn therefore JireBed fy ^y Lord Lieutenant 
to requeJiyouiviUBefi kind ai to give us your hefi 
fervket upon the occafvm. I am Jen/Alt I need not 
mention my indufXtmm to you ; but realfy fhe^ata 
of our manufaSures is fueh as requires every ideti 
of benefit Jhot^ be held out ts this coumryt •a/hicb 
can with propriety he done, in order to koeji i^ 
the fpirits of people, which are much affofted ) 
and if all profpeft of advantage from your ex- 
port bill Ihoutd be loft by the rejeaion of the 
bills lent from hence, it might have a very ill 
efFe£l here, the bills being for fo fhort a time ; 
and as any thing which may, vpant corrcfting 
may be done in the next feiHon of this Farlia> 
ment, his Excellency hopes QO difficulty can be 
made to the pafling them. 

T Jis 
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A I have eorref ponded with you- upon the fof' 
mer part of this hujiuefs, Ido not trouble Sir Gr^ 
Cooper or Mr. Robinfon upon thefubjeSi^ knowing 
it ivill be communicated more effeSltially to them by 
'you than by any thing I could write. 

I enclofe herewith copies of the heads of the 
bills, and a ftate, explaining the dudes, which 
are granted by the bill. 

I prefume it naay be neceJHkry to have a foli- 
citor appointed to attend the progrefs of this bu- 
linefs, as it may meet wdth obftruftion from the 
manufat^urers of Great Britain. And I truft , 
you will be fo kind, as to appoint a foUcitor for 
this purpofe, to whom I will be anfwerable for 
the fees he (hall pay to Counfel, and all other 
expence that fhall be incurred. 

I have the honour to be. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 
Dublin Cajile, 
Julyi,, 1778. R. HERON. 
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No. XXXIV. 
Right Honourable Mr. Heron. 

mntehally 6^ July, 1778. 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE this moment received yo\ir fiivour 
of the 2d inftant by the meflenger, and am glad 
to find the bills are arrived of" which you gave 
me an account in a former letter. That for 
equaUzing the duties by augmenting thofe pay 
able in Ireland, correfponds entirely with the 
conditions of the EngUlh afl:, and the traders 
to whom I communicated the copy you fent, 
objefl to nothing but the want of an additional 
iixpence upon candles. That omiffion will not, 
however, obftruft the return of the bill. The 
other bill is an extenfion of the principle on 
which the firft is founded, and in moft parts 
will I think be acquiefced in by the traders ; but 
there is one particular which will require fomc 
alteration. The reduction of theprefent duties 
on Irilh mannfadures exported from Ireland, to 
a level with the duties paid on the export of 
fimilar manufactures of Englifli febrick from 
England, js confiftent with the idea of equality 
T 2 adopted 
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adopted, in the former caie. But when the Irid^ 
materials pay a duty upon their export to Eng-, 
i^d, and the manu&dure from England carrier 
out that Aityf if the Irifli manufai9:ure pays; 
none, the Iriih will evidently have an advantage 
over the Engliih manufe£ture, both being made 
of xkMfame Irijb materials. The inftance of tal- 
low and candles will explain my meaning ; and 
in reipc£t to thofe articles, I am pretty fure the 
Privy Council will not confent to your taking 
off the one jhilling per cwtJ" now charged up- 
on candles, If you continue tjie is. 6d. on tallow 
fent to England : and how extraordinary muft it 
appear to the traders to find, inAead of an additio- 
nal duty of 6d, the old duty of is. 6d. we told 
them of taken off ? If this bill for taking off 
duties be a money bill, I do not know hpw to 
iave it ; but there are two ways of amending it, if 
it be amendable. The one is, to infert in the lift of 
exceptions candles and every other article which 
pays a duty either upon its material or manu- 
^^ure upon its export to England. The other 
to take off the duty upon fuch, or its material 
going to E^ngland. If you have any means of 
doing cither by an additional bill, I can get this 
bill kept bac^ untif iiich an one can arrive. 

* This was a raiflake in the copy fcnt niB. 

I ■ The 
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The Rornaa Catholics* bill is, 1 think, m 
jeopardy; Lord George Germain has acquaint- 
cd my Lord Lieutenant with what pafled wpesa 
the fubjeft on Thurfday. Inftead of repealing 
the teft entirely, I have propofed a partial repeal 
in refpefl to military commiiHons, tofliew con- 
fidence in the Diffenters by trufting them with 
the fword ; at the fame time, the church and 
civil government would remain fefe from their 
interference. I propofed to add alfo a repeal of 
the Q»urchwarden*s bath and qualification, ibfer 
as to enable the Difiienters to execute the office 
ibcmfelves, and ikve the expoice of deputies ; 
and in^eJ all chriftiam ought to join in taking 
away the oath ; for no man can now take it with- 
out expojh^ himfelf to ruin by complying with, or 
perjury by evading it.* 

I give you this informatioi> from myfelf upon 
the inftant, for there are no miniftcrs in town, 
and theref(H% I do not wifli this ktter to be con^ 
fidered as containing any opinions but my 
own. 

The feveral nutters I have written to you 
Wpon in the courfe of laft feffions will probably 

* The Primals has fince dtfpcnlcd with the oath. 

come 
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come ag^n into difcuffion : and as I have kept 
no copies of my letters, I muft beg the fevour 
(rfyou to fend me copies when your office peo- 
ple are at leifure. 

■ I beg my refpe£ls to my Ixird Lieutenant, 
and am. 

Pear Sir, &c. &c. 

WILL. KNOX. 



No. XXXV. 
To William Knox, Efq. 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE confulted with fuch gentlemen 
.who are in town, that arc converfant with 
the fubjeft of your letter, and we have looked 
over the two talis refpefting the exports from 
this kingdom, (Sir Lucius O'Brian being one of 
thofe gentlemen) from which it feems, that the 
objedion made with relpeft to candles is not 
founded, as candles are included in the excep- 
tions 
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tbns in the fecond bill ; fo that if the firft, 
which is for raiting the duties, is not exception- 
able, it follows, that candles being excepted in 
the fecond bUl, there is nothing in that bill to 
affed the principles of the firft ; and there do 
not occur to us any other article to which the 
principle of your objeftion can be appHed. 

It is difficult to fay abfolutely, whether the 
fecond bill would be confidered by the Houfe as 
a Money Bill or not, as I find gentlemen differ 
upon that queftJon. If it could be pafled with- 
out any alterations, it would be very happy ; 
but if it cannot, as the whole is upon a princi- 
ple of hberality to Ireland, it ought to be re- 
ceived with good humour ; and if the altera- 
tions appear evidently neceflary to the equa- 
lity intended by both kingdoms, they may be 
- acquiefced in, if the Houfe can confider the bill 
as a bill of regulation ; but it is hoped the alte- 
rations may be as few as poffible. 

The bill for relief of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland is cert^nly embarraffing, and produces 
fuch a variety of fentiments here, that it is ex- 
tremely difficult to give any opinion upon the 
fubjefl:. I can only lay, that whatever meafarc 
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U adapced, it tnll be fupported by my Lord 
Ueutenaot to tbe amount of lus powsr. 

I could not wfwer your letter fooner, as the 
gcatlonen with whom it was neceflary for me 
to confult, were moft (^ them in the country. 
I asa, dear Sir, 

Your much obliged, 
and obedient, 

humble fervant, 

Duilm CaJ/e^ 
July 31, 1778. R. HERON. 



No. XXXVt 

Higbt ilm&urahle Mr. Heron. 

WbitebaU, ibth July, 1778^ 
Deaf Sir, 

} AM g^d to find by looking into the Irill it- 
felf, that the alarm I had taken becaule of the 
hew claufe in the copy tranfmitted to me ia 
ytnir lafti has not really been inferted in the 
equalizing duty bill ; where the clerk who made 
diat copy for me got the chufe I cannot COTn-f 
prebend, 
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pr^end, but I truft he will be more careful ia 
future, not to infert in his copies, things that 
are not in the original. Another miftake I find 
was made in the copy fent me of the trade bill, 
by omitting candles amongft the excepted arti- 
cles, which 1 find are excepted in the original ; 
and it is difagreeable enough to refled: that all 
the uneafinels I felt "upon both accounts, pro- 
ceeded from the carelcflhefs of the copier. Ihavc 
the pieafure to tell you the equalizing duty bill 
has with a fmall amendment in exprcffion only, 
pafled the Council, but the trade tall, is poft- 
poned as I told you it would be ; the Attorney 
General has however ftated an objection which 
goes to the whole of the bill, and that is, that 
the duties reduced are laid by the a£t of Charles 
the Second, and confequently what revenue 
would arife from them would be hereditary, 
and alfo, that the bounties and drawbacks are 
made payable out of the revenue at large, and fo 
may be taken out of the hereditary revenue. I 
(howed him the refolution of the Houfe of Com- 
mons in anfwer, but he will not admit a refolu- 
tion as a fufHcicnt ground to go upon, when an 
aft is to be repealed ; and he belides alledged 
fomeihing unfavourable to your good faith, in 
abiding by relblutions in former cafes ; on the 
U whole, 
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whcde, therefore, I thiitk this UU niuft be uew 
modelled, and that for this ieiEon you will (ec 
bo more of it. 

The Roman Catholic Bill will receive its de- 
cifion diis night. The Attorney GJeneral's re- 
port is favourable, but it has loft a friend by 
Lord Gowcr going into the country. Lord 
<5eorge Germain will give a line to Lord Buck- 
ingham when the buiGnefs is over. I hope it 
will have a 6ivo\u«tblc iflue, though I tnuch fear 

I am, &c. 

WILI* KNOX. 



Na XXXVU. 
To William Knox, EJf^ 

Dear Sir, 

IT is certain the arguments for giving a free 
jMiflage for Englifh goods through Ireland to 
America and the Colonies, might be applied to 
give a free paflage for Irilh goods through Eng- 
land to the fame places ; but that can only be 
I efFeded 
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eficded by an Englifli aft taking ofF die import 
duty or giving a bounty or drawback. The 
bill fent over takes off the import duty on 
Englifli goods fent to America : England may 
by a law take off her import duty upon Irifli 
goods fent thither; but as Ireland does not 
know what part of the goods which go from 
Ireland to England, pafs to America, fhe could 
not for the purpofe of the American trade only, 
take off the export duties on the goods intended 
for America, without taking off the whole. 

Sir Lucius O'Brian mentioned to me his ap- 
prehenlion, that the fecond bill, by not except- 
ing the articles on which duties are impofed in 
the firft, may occafion difficulty with refpeft to 
thofe duties. But this doubt is clearly without 
foundation, as the fecond bill only takes off the 
duties from fuch goods as might be lawfully 
exported, whereas iron, the only article not ex- 
cepted, could not be lawfully exported without 
paying the duty required by the Britifli aft ; 
and it is alfo clear, that both bills being of the 
lame feflion, or to render them effeftual, con- 
fidered as one bill. My Lord Lieutenant deftes 
mt to make bU acktowledgements for all the trou' 
U a ¥e. 
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He - you are fo kind as to take in this important 
bit/htefs. 

And I am, 

Dear Sir, 
- ■ Your moft obliged, 

and obedient fervant^ 

Dublin Cape^ 
July i6, 1778. R. HERON* 

No. XXXVlIt 

STo the Right Hon. Mr. Heron. 

JVhitehall, July 23, 1778. 

3 o'clock^ P. M. 
Dear Sir, 

THE Privy Council have this moment de- 
termined upon the bill for the relief of the Ro- 
man Catholics. The bill is to go back without 
any amendment, except leaving out the tacked 
claiife for the repeal of the teft a-S. This has 
been obtained with much difficulty ; and I hope 
you will be able to carry it through upon its ar- 
rival in its prefent ftate. Iliat you may have th« 
earlieft intelligence of this important determina- 
tion, 
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tion, and have time to colleft your forces before 
the bill appears, I fend you this by exprefs ; 
and I have the pleafure to tell you farther, that 
the export bill is in a fair way of getting through 
with fome amendments, which I think will 
will not be objeded to on your fide. The prin- 
cipal objeftion ftatcd by the Attorney General 
to the bill as it came over is — the injury to the 
hereditary revenue, both in aftual lofs, and 
prevention of increafe. The refolution of the 
Houfe of Commons he will not allow a fuffici- 
cnt fecuriiy, and therefore, to give it force I 
have propofed to add to the laft claufe ibme 
words, expreffive of the intention of Parliament 
to makecompenfation tothe hereditary revenue, 
both for the lofs and prevention of increale. — 
This expedient Lord North approves, after 
hearing a converfation between the Attorney 
General and me of four hours laft night upon 
the fubjeft, and the Attorney General is to pre- 
pare the . addition, and the bill wUl pafs next 
Thurfday. I propofe leaving out the claufe that 
direfts bond to be given on the export of Irifli 
manufaftures, not excepted, as a prejudicial 
ihackle on your trade ; for even your linens 
would be fubjeft to it, and it would prevent you 
of the confumption in th,e voyage and the 
private 
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prmte trade witfi * * * * I percuve youf 
Rafbns for iniertiQg it, but as the addition to 
be made to the laft claufe will cover all defalca-* 
tions of the hereditary revenue, arifing from 
this afl, there will be no harm done to it, even 
if all your foreign exports be made under colour 
vS going to the Britiih colonies ; and I hope 
your foreign trade will increafe by fo iaving the 
duty. I will d«ain this intelligence no longer 
from you than to beg you will prefent my beft 
refpeds to my Lord Lieutenant, ^id to bdiere 
me. 

Yours, &c. &c. 

WILL. KNOX. 



No. XXXDC 

Jo the Right Hon. Mr. Heron. 

St. James's, July ^i-, 1778, 
2 o'clocky P. M. 
Dear Sir, 
I HAVE now the pleafurc to inform you 
that the ImII for the encouragement of trade i* 
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pafled by the ^Privy ConncU with the encloied 
unendments and fotne literd corredions made 
by the Attorney General. The purpole of 
thefe atnendments is to pledge Parliament by 
the aiSt itielf, to make good any diminution 
the hereditary revenue may fuftwi, by taking 
off the 5 per cent, on the exports, or paying th« 
drawbacks and bounties out of it, and the ex« 
preflions made ufe of are taken from the refo- 
lution of the Houfe of Commons, to prevent 
any poffible obje£tion on the part of that Houfe 
to their being inferted. The Attorney Genial 
had propofed to leave out the words " cuftoms 
" and excifgy^ in the claufe that dire£ls the 
coUe^rs to pay the drawbacks and bounties, 
diat the revenue arifing from them might in no 
wife be charged with fuch payments; but I 
thought it unreaibnable, (and had the good 
fortune to find Lord North of the iam? opi- 
nion) that the branch of the revenue which 
was benefitted by the importation fliould be ex- 
empted from the re-payment on exportation, 
and, befides iuch an exceptkm, would go in 
all future cafes to curb Parliament in making 
arrangements which might he judged neceflary 
for the public good, wherever the hereditary 
fr^v^ue might be afFe^ed ; Uut I truil (he gen^ 
tlemen 
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tlemen of the Houfe of Commons will be 
careful to maintain good faith with the Crown 
on this occafion. They muft fee how impor- 
tant ic is to the welfare of Ireland, that the Crown 
ihould have confidence in their promifes to 
make good any lofs the hereditary revenue may 
eventually fuffer by any regulations they may 
m^e, and they can take no method fo effi- 
cacious for eftablifliing that confidence as 
making a liberal provifion in the cafe of this 

bill. 

The amendment 1 told you I intended to 
propofe in that part of the bill which refpeds 
the cautions under which the exports are to be 
made, I found would not be relifhed at prefent, 
as the Parliament of Ireland had judged them 
proper, and the realbns I had to offer required 
more attaition than can be expefted of minifters 
at this leafon of the year, the few hours a week 
they are in town. But belides, as the penalqf 
of not returning the certificate is only the pay- 
ment of the duty, the uncharged goods, fuch 
as linens, although the bond is required for 
them, will be liable to no penahy, if the- cer- 
tificate is not returned. When the z&: is re- 
newed next feffion, \t will be proper to aiter 

that 
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that part of it, and you will fee by the toclofeci 
paper how I had intended it fliould hare been, 
and I think it will meet with no difficulty 
here, if you keep good ^th with the hereditary 
revenue. I beg my refpeds to my Lord Lieu- 
tenant^ andam, '&Ct 

WILL. KNOX* 

P. S. I date my letter from St; James's, 
havinif come up to attend the Council 



Ko. XL. 

7% WrtLiAM Knox, E/p 

Dear Sir, 
Copies of the letters I have the honour 
of receiving from you in the courfe of the laft 
feflions of oui: parliaments, were made fome 
tindfi iince J but as you had hinted that the fc- 
veral nlatters they treat of might come again, 
into difcuffion, I wiihed them to have been ac- 
companied with a word or two upon thofe fub- 
jeds, and have been coUeding materials for the 
purpole. lamforry this has eccajmed a delay ' 

X WJCOM- 
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mconvment t» you and it^urious to .the public^ 
being, well affured notbing I could offer would 
compenfate the having deferred your cohJideraUon 
of thefe fuije£is. I have not omitted to exprefs 
how much I thought my Lord JJeutenani and the 
public indebted to you for your attention to them, 
and beg you will do me the jufiice to Believe, I 
fhould be very happy in any opportunity ofjhewij^ 
howfenjible I am of the material ajjjflance I re- 
cave from you upon many occajtons. 
I am, dear Sir, 

With great efteem. 
Your moft faithful, 
And obedient, 
Dublin Cape, Humble fervant, 

i5ihOAi778. R. HERON. 

Na XLI. 

To William Knox, £^. 

Dublin, Aagufl 6, 1778. 
Etear Sir. 

I HAVE received your very obli^ng let- 
ter of the 31ft of laft month, and make no 
doubt that we fliall pafs the equalizing IhU with 
the alteration, though certainly not agreeable to, 

thofe 
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thofc who are capable of judging of the fubjeft. 
The keeping up the diffinftion between the he- 
reditary and temporary revenue can arifwer no 
purpoie, but to continue jealoufics which every 
good man muft wilh to extinguifli : there are 
but two principles upon which it can be fupport- 
ed, and no man, I believe, will avow either.— - 
The firft is, that a time may come when the 
Crown may aft without a Parliament, and de- 
pend upon the hereditary revenue for its fup- 
port ; thefecond is, that the hereditary revenue 
is the private property of the Crown, and may 
be diipofed of at pleafure. 

Whatever advantage m^ be derived to this 
hngdom from the laws •which have pajfed in 
Great Briton the laji fejion, it has been ob- 
tained, I am perfuaded, principally by your judge- 
ment y indujiry, and zeal. lam /enable that I had 
not the leaji merit in any thing which was done % 
for though no man had warmer wijhes^ ^ P^^' 
ceived very clearly that nothing I faid made the 
leaJl .imprejjion. It wiU certainly appear that 
Great Britain will not fufFer any prejudice 
frOm thofe laws. I wifli it were equally cer- 
tain, Ireland would receive benefit from diem, 
which, I muft confefs to you, I much doubt 
X J from 
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from the want not only of capitals, but of fpiM 
in our merchants. Seven hundred pounds pre^ 
jnium to the firft flup which goes has already- 
been o^red, and» to all appearance, in vain. I 
Jball he happy in the centinuance of a comfprn- 
dence with one for whom I havefo much ejieemt 
md tvho has proved himfelf to be fo Jmcere^ as 
tve/i as powerful a friend to my country. The 
Roman Catholic tall will pafs our Houfe this 
day, and I make no doubt will pafs the Lords 
likcwife. I 3m, with much J^ftion and 
efteem. 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft affured. 

And obedient fervant, 
EDM, PERRY, 

No. XLn, 

To William Knox, Efy. 

Dromlandf Sept, zoth, 1778, 
Tftit Sir, 

OBSERVING fn a late paper that the govern- 
^ent here have, iffued a proclfimetian for taihig 
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effetUtrely the embargo on butter, I canmt omit 
returning my thanks for a meafure, to which I 
was a tvitnefs how much your zeal for Ireland 
contributed. It were exceedingly to be wifbed^ that 
fomething could be done alfo with refpeil to the 
beef trade of this kingdom^ fo fer as may be ne- 
ceflary for the fleets of England, it is altogedier 
reafonable they fliould be firft ferved, and yet, 
confidering the circumftances of the two coun- 
tries, even that pre-emption might be alwayj 
jnfured, by the contraftors paying two or thre* 
(hillings per hundred more than they do at prc- 
fent, without that terriWe convulfion which a 
now three years embargo has made on our 
trade and coaftitution. But above half the beef 
of Ireland is of an inferior fort, which the con- 
tradors for the navy will not take ; and while 
the convoys go only from Cork, Waterford, 
and Dublin, even that over-loaded trade of 
fmall beef is monopolized in thofe towns by a 
few merchants, while Limerick, Gallway, 
Sligo, &c. are under an abfolute prohitntion. 
I feel the effefts of this very feverely at this 
inftant, not being able to get a guinea rent 
among my tenants. What the fenfc of the 
Limerick merchants is you will judge from 
|;Jie cnclofed, which contains a pretty fair re-r 
prefentatiori 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Goo(^le 



[ <5« ] 
prefentation.of the fafts, though the letter was 
not written, I believe, to be fhown about. 

The Roman Catholics feem every where 
highly grateful for the benefits they have re- 
ceived, and yet without any imprudent ex- 
preffions of their joy ; the principal ones of 
them every where cotjie to the affixes to take 
the oaths to his Majefty ; and if it be thought 
•lecei&ry, the whole body of the people might 
be brought to do the fame by the next feflirai. 
At my affiles, the tutelar biihop, M* M^on, 
and all his clergy, were fworn, and at the 
fame time he publilhed the enclofed exhorta- 
tion, which I fend you as an evidence of thofe 
people's opinion. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged and 

Faithful fenrant, 
jt^VCIUS O'BRIAN. 



No. 
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No. XLUI. 

To Mr, P E R B Y. 

^thOa. 1778. 
Dear Sir, 

SOON after I received your very obliging 
letter, our friend Sir Lucius repeated his vifit 
to this metropoUs ; and as he feldom travels 
in vain for his country's advantage, an oppor- 
tunity oiFered while he was here of liberating 
the Irifli butter from the embargo, and we did 
m fuffer it to Jlip. The beef is ftill wholly 
fubjed to it ; and I find by a letter I have re- 
ceived from him fince his return, that its being 
fo is of very mifchievous confequences to Ire- 
land. The Attorney General, who is now 
here, tells me the iame thing ; and as I never 
can fuppole Government mean to do mifchief^ 
though they often do it, I wifli to be able to 
ftiew the evil, and point out a remedy. There 
are two objefts to be attended to in any propo- 
fition that we may make them : the fecuring a 
fufficient fupply for our own forces, and the 
preventing the French availing themfelves of 
our beef to vidtual their fhips and colonies. 
The embargo effectually does both ; and if wa 
cannot 
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cannot fliew fome other way of doing ib, I fear 
die embargo will not be rem:.ved. You are 
able to give Government tte beft information 
upon this fubjeft, and I very willingly offer my 
beft endeavours to have your advice Hftened to. 
The prefent is a feafon of recefs, and any mat- 
ter of this kind can now be eaiily brought into 
con^deration ; the iboaer, therefore, that you 
make your proportion, the better. I am not 
afraid but that we ihould prevail to have itie 
Jinail beef fent at large, if we could draw ai 
^^dtual line between it and. the kind otir owa 
people are fupplied with ; for I think the firft 
ot^dl 1 mentioned is of much greater iropor-* 
tffice than the fecond ; and if that can be ob- 
t^ned, the other nught be lefs regar<kd. I 
am gc»ng to Bath to drink the water the re- 
mainder (rf" this month, and hope to be honour- 
ed with your commands upon my return, which 
will give great pleafure . to, and be punctually 
executed by, &c. 

WILLIAM KNOX- 
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No. XLIV. 

To William Knox, £^. 

Edmunds Bury, OSi. 23, 1778. 
Dear Sir, 

1 DEFERRED acknowledging the receipt of 
your very kind letter of the plh inftant, until I 
had again fpoke to Sir Richard Heron upon the 
Iubje£t of it, which, indeed, I had repeat- 
edly done before : he qfuted me that my Lord 
Lieutenant and he had ufed every argument they 
could think of to have the embargo uponfmall beef 
taken off, or at leaji relaxed, but in vain', however 
he fajd he would, at my requeft, make another 
effort for the purpofe, fince I feemed to think 
there was a poffibility that might fucceed. Yet 
I confefs to you I have little expectations from 
it ; the fame principles upon which it was firft 
laid on, ftill fubfift, and will continue it. How 
confident they are either with juftice or good 
policy I will not prefume to examine ; but this 
I am certain" of, that hitherto it has anfwered 
*' . Y no 
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no other purpofe but that of reducing to the ut- 
moft diftrefs a people who have deferved better. 
You fey there are two obje£ts to be attended to 
in any propofition to be made on this fubjeft ; — 
theiecuringa fufficientfupply forour own forces, 
and preventing the French fliips and colonies 
from being vi<5tualled. With refpeft to the 
firft, I am confident that none of our beef 
which is fit for the EngUih market ever goes to 
any other ; the price of it, which no other 
.country will, or perhaps can pay, is the be^ fe- 
curity againft that. With refpeft to the fecond, 
it now appears that the French fleets and colo- 
nies have been fufficiently provided with visu- 
als, notwithftanding*the embargo in this king- 
dom continued for years ; and I confefs I cannot 
fee what advantage it is to Great Britain that 
France fhould be obliged to take her provifions 
from other countries, rather than from Ireland. 
It has I know been the policy of very wife na- 
tions to fupply their enemies, even in time of 
war, with what they wanted, and I beheve they 
never had reafon-. to repent having done lb. 
Withrelped to drawing a line between the fmall 
beef and that fit for the confumption of Great 
Britain, in my opinion the price moft effeftually 
does it ; but if that is not judged fufEcieut, pro- 
per 
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per pcrfons, in whom Government may con* 
fide, may be ftationed at the different ports of 
exportation to examine the provifions intended 
to be exported. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful 

And obedient fervant, 
EDM. PERRY. 

No. XLV. 

Papers which procured the Revocation of the 
Embargo on Injh Provijonsy Dec. 1778. 

THE intention of laying and continuing 
the embargo on the exportation of beef and 
pork from Ireland ^vas to f^curea fufficient fup- 
ply for our fleets and armies, and to prevent the 
rebels and French from getting theni- There 
IS no reftraint upon the quantity that may b^ 
ftnt to pur own iflands, but only that the Ihips 
niuft fail vrith convoy, and give bond to deliver , 
their cargoes according to their declar^tion.T — 
This reftraint has operated fufEciently for pre- 
venting clandeftine cxportations to the French 
iflands, or the rebellious provinces. The con- 
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tinijance of it therefore may be expeded to 
have the like operation, and on that acQcynt it 
ought to be continued ; but the reilraint of 
exporting to all Europe except France, does not 
appear lo neceflary. The French fleets and 
trading ihips have not been kept in port for 
want of Irifti provifious, and ftiould the French 
get them through Spain or Holland, their doing 
fo will not ierve to augment their navy, and 
will therefore be no injury to Great Britain. 
They can now get fupplied with Danifli and 
Swedifh provifions in the fame manner as they 
will then get the Irifli. They cannot then fo 
^fily fend the Irifti provifions to , their iflands 
. as they now can the Danifti or Swedifh, for 
the Danifti or Swedilh may go in fafety in their 
own Ihips to St. Euftatia, or St. Crois, and 
have only the riik of being taken between thofe 
iflands and the French, but the Irifli provifions, 
if fent from France, will have the rilk of being 
taken in Europe, as well as in the Wefl: Indies. 
The taking pff the embargo therefore upon the 
exportation of Irifti htef and pork, to all parts 
of Europe, except France, cannot be of any 
public detriment, but it wiU greatly ferve Ire- 
land, for the Spaniards and Portuguefe will 
have it for their ftiips and fettlements. The 
French 
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French will endeavour to get it in preference to 
what they now make ufe of, but the demand 
on the whole will not be fo great as to interfere 
with our. own fupplies, nor will the fame fort 
of beef that we want be called for by the French, 
Spaniards, or Portuguele, 



No. XLVI. 

Ji,xtra£i of a Letter from Mr. Eden, to Mr. 
Knox. 

Dublin Cajlle, Nov. 28, 1781, 
My dear Sir, 

THIS raeflenger carries the remainder of 
our money bills, and I fincerely hope they may 
be returned without delay or alteration. Pray 
write to me by return of this meffenger, and 
give me your fentiments and advice upon the 
fubjedt of a national Bank for Ireland. I have 
tnany ideas upon it, whenever I can find time 
to digeft them, and I fee the importance of the 
prefent government taking the lead in the meof 
fure, and managing it indeed before they bring 
jt into Parliament. Since that eftablifhment 

muft 
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mi^ fooner or later be made, and it is very ef- 
fential to the interefts of the nation to make 
(his alfo a link of conne£tion. 
Believe me, my dear Sir, 

Faithfully and affeilionately, 
Your's, &c. 

W. EDEN. 

No. XLVII. 

ExlraSl of a Letter from Mr. Knox to Mr, 
Eden. 

JVhitehall^ December 6, 1781. 
My dear Sir, 

ONE batch of your bills is gone back, an4 
the other, I believe, will very ibon follow. 
You defire my thoughts upon a national Bank 
for Ireland. It is an ill time for one who is 
juft become a bankrupt in one part of the world 
to think of eflabliihing a fyftem of credit in 
another ; but you fhall have what occurs, and 
as it is a fubjeft I have often deliberated upon, 
the lefs confideration w411 now be neccflary. 

(;Th5 
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(^e whole of this letter being upon a fttbJeB 
of too delicate a nature for the public eye^ Jhort 
extradis of the plan is only given.) The plaii 
of the Bank of England is, for commercial pur- 
pofes, the moft perfect that can be imagined, 
and it has the advantage of long experience and 
infinite fuccefs to recommend it. The interior 
of it is wonderfully regular, to come at the 
knowledge of it you muft buy one of the 
clerks at any price, for the oeconomy c£ it is 
kept a fecret. I know a good deal of it, but 
not fufficient to Iketch the plan. 

The Bank fhould be reftrained from lending 
money upon lands or purchafing; but they 
ihould be at liberty to lend upon Government 
fecurities. To extend the circulation of your 
notes, from which all the benefit to the nation 
mufl arUe, as by that means the public flock 
will be augmented, which is the great thing 
now wanted, pafs an aft, making Iriih cur- 
rency the fame as Enghih, and then the Bank 
notes will gain a circulation here, and through- 
out all England and Scotland ; but you muft 
have a correfponding houfe here, as the Briftol 
banks have, to give cafli for Irifh Bank notes. 
The alteration of the currency would have 
another 
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another good effed ; it would afl'rfV you with 
Joans from this aiid other countries, as all peo- 
ple would know what they were to receive, de- 
ducting a commiffion, which they cannot "now 
<fo, embarraffed by the difference of exchfuiges- 
It would aijfwer politically alfo, by removing 
a diftinftion between the two kingdoms', which 
is of no fort of ufe to other ; for you are too 
well informed of the nature of money to fup- 
pofe the incrcafmg the nominal value of the 
ipecie will ferve to reftrain it in any country^ 
And Hill further to promote the circulation of 
their notes, a;id give the government a claim 
to their affiftance,' all the receivers of the re- 
venue fliould be ordered to fend their money 
to the Bank ; but the fame caution fhould be 
uied by the Irifli exdiequcr, as is uled here, 
to prevent the idea of Bank notes being lawftil 
tender. The exchequer never offers to pay in 
notes, a clerk of the Bank fits there, and upon 
your dciiring notes, hands over to the Teller 
the fum wanted. Your Tellers and Receivers 
General will not greatly like my propofitions, 
cfpecially that one of the Colle6tors remitting 
to the Bank ;. but you can compenfate them by 
inereafing their falaries, for the thing muft be 
done, or your Bank will fail of its utility' to 

the 
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the public, from the want of circulation, for 
the colledors being remitters to the Bank, 
will be glad to take Bank notes, and thus 
every one of them throu^out the kingdom, 
ivill become a cafliier for the Bank. I know 
the collectors make a profit by remitting mer- 
chants and manu&£turers bills, but if you 
oblige them to remit weekly, they will not 
always be able to get good bills, and muft take 
Bank notes. 

I have another plan to propofe in addition tq 
that of a national bank, with the fame view 
of incrcafing the national ftock of money, and 
pointied efpeci.ally to the improyemcnt of die 
lands ; but while thp Britiih government is giv-r 
ing an intereft of 6 per cept. it is in vain to 
think pf parrying it into execution. 

WILL. KNOX. 



No. 
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Co^ of a Letter from Mr. Knok to the Marquis 
^/Buckingham, dated 27th February, 1788, 

AS I was fo fortunate as to be the firft; who 
was able to prevail with an Englifli Adminiftra- 
tjon, to confider the extenfion of the trade of 
Ireland, as promotive of the profperity of Great 
Britain, and in confequence of that perfuafion, 
obtained for Ireland, a participation in her 
fifheries aiid colony trade, and had alfo the goo^ 
fortune to frame fuch regulations for carrying 
it on, as proved fatiafaftory to the Englifti ma- 
nufafturer, and gave content to the people of 
Ireland ; I have always felt it my duty upon 
every occafion, when my fervice was required 
or my opinion alked, to take the interefts of 
Ireland into confideration with thofe of Great 
Britain, and endeavour to procure for the Irifh 
commerce the fame advantages that were pro- 
pofed to be given to that of Great Britain ; and 
having been lately applied to for a plan for exr 
tending and accelerating the correfpondence be- 
tween this country and North America, and the 
Weft India Iflands, I did not fail to point out 
in the one I propofed, (he manner in which 
Ireland 
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tr^and mi^t be admitted to partake of its ad-^ . 
vantages : but as my preient private fituation 
gives me no official intercouric with minifters, 
I can do no more than point out the method, and 
mufl leave the enforcing it to abler hands ; and 
as I know none more fo than your Excellency's, 
I truft you will pardon the liberty I have taken 
of fending you the enclofed complete copy of 
my plan, that your Excellency feeing its whole 
extent, and the leveral relations it combines, 
may be the better able to judge of its impor- 
tance ; and whether the connecting Ireland 
with it, in the manner I have propofed, be an 
obje<9: worthy your Excellency's attention. I am 
happy to lee your Excellency take the leati in a 
meafure, [tbe re3u£tion of the national intereft^l 
which I have often heard my ever dear and ho- 
noured friend, your Excellency's late father, 
fpeak of as highly neccflary to be adopted ; and 
I thought it juft to his memory, which I ihall 
never ceafe to revere, to mention his intention 
of doing fo, in my late Pamphlet* upon the 
Commercial Treaty ; and I hope the reduction 
of the EnglJlh legal intereft, which I then fug- 

• Helps to a Right Underftanding .the Merits of the 
Commercial Treaty with France, zddrelTed to the mem- 
bers of both Houfes of Parliament. Printed for J. 
Debrett, Piccadilly. 

Z 2 gefted, 
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gefted, ^miI take place, as that wSI obviate all 
obJe<9ions to the redufitkMi your Excellency h&s 
jjfopoled m Ireland. Your Excellency has a 
wide field for the difplay of your great abilities, 
and the fufpcnfion (fix it is no hiori) of emi- 
gration to America, which the unfetded ftate of 
that country occafions, fumilhes a finguhrly 
glorious opportunity fOT their a'pplication ; and 
1 beg your Excellency to believe, that whatever 
Httle affiftance it may be rn my power to give, 
,foi- the ilirmerance of your Excdlency^ mca- 
lures for tlie public welfare, vnll be at aH times 
moft cheerftdly afforded, by him who has the 
honour t6 be, with the greateft refpeft and 
tfteem, 

Tour's &c. 

No. XLIX. 

Paper fent to Mr. Rose, iDec.^^ "^I^h '^ ^ 
laid before Mr. Pitt. 

AMONG the drcumftancesof good which 
may be extrafSed from the great evil of the 
American war, and its unfortunate tennina- 
*rion, the ftop ipiit to enligratibn frorh Great 
Britain aiid Ireland to America, is the moft iin- 
f ortant, as it aiFords Government a lair occafion. 
I of 
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of not only retaining but incrcafing its futgefts, 
and ad(Kng to die national wealth, by increai^ 
ing the produfts of the lands, and extending 
manufaftures. The event has Ihewn how very 
unwife the old poficy of unbounded colonization 
■was, but the purfuit of the fame fyftem, after die 
experience we have had of its pernicious tenden- 
cy, would be ftill more culpable ; and as we have 
the means of providing for the accommodation 
oi many more inhatatants than the Britiih 
iilands contain, let us ule at leaft equal en- 
deavours to induce thofe we have to remain 
"with us, as were formerly put in pradice, to 
tempt them to emigrate to America. Inftead 
pf holding out gratuitous grants of lands in Ame- 
rica, with fupplies of provifions and working 
tools, civil and religious eftablifliments without 
cxpence, exemption from taxes, bounties on 
their products, to excite the ftarving inhabitants 
of the Scotch iflands to abandon their oppref- 
five landlords, high-rented lands, burthenfome 
taxes, want of markets for their fcanty produce, 
and of civil authority and religious inftruftion 
for their comfort and prote£tJon ; let us induce 
them to cultivate thofe not unfertile diil:ri£ts by 
limilar indulgences, and try if we can colonize 
itis .'Hebrides, Orkneys and Shetland Iflands, 

and 



T,Goo(^lc 



.1 »7+ I ,■ 

and the tinimproved trafts in Wales, at as finalt 
an expence as we have been- at to furni'fli Nova 
Scotia, St. John's and Cape Breton with inhabi- 
tants. Plans for this purpofe are what I have 
to propofe, but I will not offer them at the ha- 
zard of their being converted into jobs, or being 
defeated through the ignorance or felf-interefted 
views of thofe to whom the execution of them 
may be committed. No man has ever had the 
fiune opportunities I have had of acquiring com- 
mercial and colonial information, an^ veiy few 
have had the likeoccafions to ctftrtbine what they 
may have attained, with the knowledge of the 
political interefts of this country : and the great 
fuccefs which has attended the reguiaHoiis I have 
advlfed, warrant me in faying, I availed myfelf of 
them. Norhaswantofintegrity, or the preferring 
my private interefls to thole of the puUic, ever 
been imputed to rne. I do • hot therefoiie con- 
ceive I fhall expofe my felf tx) the- charge 'of arro- 
gance, in propofing myfelf as die«moft fit to 
conduft fuch an undertaking, ,and I am ready 
to do it without any ftipuktiorl of emolument, 
or looking for other gratification thafl the con- 
fciouliiefs of having eflentially ferved my coun- 
try, and teftified my gratitude to my moft gra- 
cious Sovereign, whofe fpontaneous bounty re- 
lieved me when I was diftrefled. 

THE END. 
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ERRATA in the STATE PAPSrI 
Fust Part. 
P»ge 3, line ii, for eaunlriei, read couilUft^ 
• I], Note, laft line, for vitu, read w<re. 
••• ■- »7i line 4, ftn fari, teiA feji. 
' ■ 1%, line 14, aXxKi •uiiihaKt, infert in^. 
— — 4T, line 1*, fot the grealtr, tetd a great. 
— ^ 50, line?, iSaitiiucalioii, ioferc of ageniUmau, 
^— ji, line 14, after read, infert daring the j'everal Urmi 
viAici mate. 

APPENDIX 10 FIRST PART. 
Page 14) line iTt tlieworda my authority for faying fo V>iltie 
femin a future pKbiiealion, ought to have beenio 
the margin. 
» «9, line 14, after Carolinai, infert and Georgia. 
■I 31, line?, for iiimd/jr. 

.40", line 9, after ft. 7flAaV, infert C«/rfSrfMn. 

.i. ~ . 141, linen, iotfram, read for, waixaUnCn^Breloar 
line 18, after &. Jehu'i, laftit Cafe Breum. 

Second Part. 
Page 4, line j^ kx friendt, taAJervimlt, 
'■' ' - 6, Grftline, fox fitaMians, vtii flualiom. 
I !■, line 16, dele uuif. 

line 24, iot iadigefied, tai Hi digejied, 

SECOND APPENDIX. 
Page 3) line before Fertlfifotiom, infert Barracii and. 
■■■' — 40, line 1, for*/, read w. 
-— - ' 40, line 1, for tuhiee, icaA eenfeaU 

— 61, Ko. VII. for Ja^ay?, read 7»^. 

- " ■ 61, for yaiy, read Augufi. 

— '■— 66, laft line, afterj'ffB, infert m/V/. 

— ^ 68, No. XI. infert To (ffWoM Knox, Efq. 

81, No. XIV. infert I0 mUiam Knox, E/i. 

• 101, line 6, for of, readi/. 

■ Hi, line 6, for of, reader. 

— ^ It 8) line ir, after luill, infert mJ, 

" '■'■ ijj, No.L. firftline, for have, mi haJ, 
'— iti, No.XLIVtliac 11, u&a ihat, infect iV. 
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RIGHT HONOURABJ.E 

LORD RAWDON. 

My Lord, 

J. HE volume which I have now 
the honor to prefent to your Lord- 
ship, and your refpeflable fociety, 
contains propoiitions and reafonings 
refpeSing objefts of the higheft im- 
portance to Great Britain, and although 
they, as well as what I before publifti- 
ed, are extra official, yet, inafinuch as 
they are the propofitions and rea- 
fonings of one who was a princi- 
pal ador in the executive Govern* 
ment, at the time thefe very im- 
A portant 
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portaiit matters to which they re- 
fer were tranfaSed ; they have the 
advantage of experience over the 
more fcientific plans and fyftems 
of the mere political fpeculatift, 
and it is in the hope that they 
may ferve to check that ardour for 
reform, and thlrft for innovation,^ 
which feems to be the charafterif- 
tic of the prefent fpeculators upon 
the conftitution, and to indifpofe 
Parliament to adopt their Utopian 
chimeras, that I now lay them be- 
fore the public. The interpofition 
of your fociety will, upon fuch oc- 
cafions, be of the greateft ufe ; for 
there are many propoCuons which, 
however idle or extravagant they 
may be in themfelvesj or perni- 
cious in their confequences, minif- 
ters, even if they are not themfelves 

de- 
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■deceived, cannot refill without ha- 
zarding the lofs of popularity, and 
depriving themfelves of the fup- 
port of many very refpeSable Mem- 
bers of Parliament, who are not 
accuftomed to extend their views 
far into futurity, or to contemplate 
fuch objeSs in all their relations, 
fome inftances of which I have given 
in the former volume ; but I will here 
mention one which has a more par- 
ticular reference to the principal 
fubjefi of this ; the afl; for abolifti- 
ing the heritable jurifdiftions in 
Scotland, and depriving the High- 
landers of their peculiar drefs, which 
I will undertake to prove has, by 
its operation, done more mifchief 
to Great Britain and greater in- 
jury to the Highlanders themfelves 
than the two Rebellions, which they 
were made the inftruments of fupport- 

ing 
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ing through their attachment to 
their chiefs ; and when the zealots 
for unlverfal liberty come with their 
fine fpun theories, for promotii^ the 
happinefs of the French Canadians, 
by converting them into Englifti Re- 
publicans: I beg your foclety will 
take the former and the prefent 
. ftate of the North Britifti iflands 
into your confideration, with the 
papers which are now prefented.to 
your Lordfhip, and them ' 
by your Lordlhip's 
mod faithful and 

moft obedient Servant, 
WILL. KNOX. 



EXTRA 

D,g,l,7?d-,G00(^le 



EXTRA OFFICIAL 

STATE PAPERS. 



Xltr HOEVER compares the vaft impor- 
tance and extenfive confequcnces of 
the revolt of the thirteen American provin- 
ces, with the infignificance of its immedi- 
ate caufe, will find abundant realbn to clafs 
it among thofe wonderful events, which baf- 
fle all human prclcience to forefee, or ratio- 
cination to account for. That a people the 
moft generally well informed of any natloa 
upon earth, in the full pofleflion of the great 
bleflings of civil and religious liberty, cherifti- 
ed and protefted by a ftate that had lately ex- 
erted the greateft power the world ever faw, 
increafing in numbers, and advancing in prof- 
I perirtr 
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perity^iPbnd all former example of the depen- 
dencies of great empires, improving in every 
art and fcience, and rifing into coiilideration 
among the greateft and moft enlightened na- 
tions, Ihould at once renounce all the advan- 
tages they derived from fuch a fituation and con- 
nection ; expofe themfelves to the refentment 
of their parent protestor and benefactor ; facri- 
fice their fifheries and commerce upon which 
they had fubfifted and profpered, and involve 
themfelves in a war with the greateft maritime 
power that ever exifted, without troops, with- 
out armed fliips, without revenue, without fpe- 
cie money, and without credit, for no greater 
injury, no greater infult or_oppreflion, than an 
adherence to a fundamental principle of the re* 
lation in which they had been firft planted, and 
always remained, and which th?y had all ac- 
knowledged to benecei^ry to preferve thecon- 
neCtiOTi they had fo cbnftantly profefled thdr 
^tisfadion in, and earneifl deiire to perpetuate i 
The regulation of their trade by taxes upon 
their imports, exercifed in a manner fo fer 
from burdenfome or oppreflive, that it adu- 
ally produced a faving to the country : by the 
commutation of a duty of eighteen pence paid 
in England upon tea, ^ind undrawn back upon 
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exportation to the Colonies, foroiK-of tweli^d 
pence paid there upon its importation, is an in- 
ftance of infetuation unparalelled in the hiftory 
of mankind, and not to be compared with any 
other marvellous events that ever happened, 
but fuch as are to be found in the war it pro^ 
duced, aiifing out of the more unaccountable 
milmanagement of the protfigious land an4 
fea force, Great Britain fent againft the revol- 
ters, and in the termination of that war by 
the grant of not only every thing they had 
contended for, but in the ceflion of much more 
territory thjin they had ever made any clainj 
to. 

Marvellous, however, and ■unaccountable as 
thefc events appear upon this ftatement of 
them, I am neverthelefs well convinced, that 
fufficient fccond caufes may be aifigned for 
their produ£Hon, without having recourfe to 
the immediate interpofition of Providence, 
which, however right and proper it is to ac-v 
Jcnowledge to be the fupreme diredor and 
controuler of all the affairs of men, yet, as 
we are allowed to be free agents and accoun- 
table for our condudt, we ou;^t to employ tha^ 
f $a,fQH w'hiqh is given us for our guidaixce in 

5 thq 
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the invcfKgation of the human means by which 
effects are produced, and in rendering theoa 
as beneficial, or at leaft as Inof&niive to us, 
as we poffibly can, I (hall therefore endeavour 
to trace the c^ufes which predilpofed the inha- 
bitants of the thirteen American provinces, to 
embrace the occaflon which the exerciie of the 
power of Parliament to impofe port duties, in 
the inftance of the tea duty, afforded them of 
throwing off their dependence upon Great Bri- 
tain, as by developing them we fhall obtain 
fuch juft notions of the policy of our anceftors 
who planted thofe Colonies, of their utility to 
this country, and of the neceffary or probable 
coniequences of their growth and profpcrjty, 
as may be of ufe in the confideratioix of t^ic 
proper management of thofe which, remain to 
us ; for however ridiculous the Irifhman's cu- 
riofity appears in anfwering our inquiry of the 
way to any place by alking' us where we came 
from; I conceive there is more good fenfe 
in the queftion, than thofe who laugh at him 
are aware of; for what motive caii be more 
forcible to prevail with us to follow a right 
diredion in future, than the conviction of ha- 
ying gone wrong hitherto. 
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That I might fiiithfuUy difcharge the truft 
i-epofed in me, it was my firft care, after my 
arrival in Georgia, to make myielf acquainted 
with the Conftitutions of the feveral American 
provinces, thetr laws, internal regulations, 
uate of improvement, and the nature and ex- 
tent of their trade, and above all their dilpo- 
fitions towards Great Britain ; and it was with 
no imall degree of aftonifhment, I perceived % 
total want of plan or fyftem in the Britifti Go- 
vernment, as well at the time of their eftablilh- 
ment, as in their future management, that the 
feeds of difunion were Ibwn in the firft planta- 
tion in every one of them, and that a general 
dilpofition to independence of this country 
prevailed throughout the whole. It was the 
knowledge I had thus acquired of their cir- 
cumftances and wilhes, which enabled me 
to tear off the mafque from all thar profeflions 
of loyalty to the King, and attachment to 
Great Britain ; and to expofe and confute alt 
their arguments in fupport of their claim of 
exemption from the authority of Parliament, 
whilft they enjoyed the privileges of Bridlh 
fubjc£ts, in my Review of the American Con- 
troverjyy which I publifhed in the year 1768, 
and it muft aflbrd no fmall degree of confbla- 
B 2 tioa 
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tlftft \o t^e people of this country, tind^^ 
the burdens impofed by the war, and thtJr 
mortification at its ill fuccefa, to find reafon to 
believe, that had America continued a part of 
the Britifh empire for half a century longeri 
tinder the fatne mode of Government as fub* 
lifted in the feveral provinces before the war^ 
the navigation, manufaftures, and a great part 
of the people of Great Britain and Ireland, wouW 
moft probably have tranfported themfelves thi- 
ther, and reduced this country to a ftate of much 
greater imbecilUty than the vaft increale of the 
public debt, and the weigjit of taxes impofeJ 
in confequence of the Antierican war, has oc* 
cafioned* To make this appear, I fliall'pfoceed 
to lay before you a ftate of the Conftitutions 
T>f their Governments, and of the circum^ 
ftances of the feveial provinces before their 
revolti in the concife manner I have been ac- 
cuftomed to prepare information for Minifters,. 
who of all things abhor long papers. 

The objeift of making discoveries in North 
America was at firft to procure gold, and that 
failing, a trade with the natives for their 
furs, peltry, and tobacco was adopted; for 
which purpofe, Charters of Licorporation, ac- 
cording 
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foniing to the ideas of trade then entertained, 
were granted by James I. to two companies 
fefidiiig in London, as I have ftated in my 
RevigWf who wtre empowered to make laws 
and regulations ^or trading Houfes or Colonies 
which they might eftablifh in everypart of 
America, frotti the latitude 34, to the latitude 
45, which includes the whole fea coaft from 
the prefent fouth boundary of Virginia,, to 
the frontiers of Nova Scotia ; under theic 
charters the country called New England was 
fettled, leveral of the Englifh republicans having 
purchafed a right to do fo from the Virginia, 
companies, and tranfported- themfelves thithec 
to efcape the abomination ^ defalation com- 
tnltted by Bithdp Laud, in removing the com- 
munion table from the center to the caft end 
of the church, and calling it the altar, and ap- 
pointing the 7th verfe of the 24th Pfalm to be 
ichaunted when he entered St. Paul's, and there 
modelled the Government to their own hu- 
mour. And when Charles II. afterwards 
granted feparate charters to the Governor and 
jCompany of the Engliih Colonies of Connec- 
ticut and Rhode Ifland, he gave them all fuch, 
indulgences as he hoped would entice the 
remauiing puritans to remove thither, as to the. 
king- 
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kingdom of faints ; and it is a real (kd: thit 
thofe two Colonies were not a whit more under 
the controul of the King's civil authority be- 
fore the revolt, than they now are as Indepen- 
dent States. This policy of getting rid of bad 
or turbulent fubje£ts is alfo to be dilcovered 
in the charters or grants to Penn, of Pennfyl- 
vania, and of Maryland to I^ord Baltimore, 
and the Navigation A£ls of that reign, which 
made fome regulations refpeding the export 
of their produiSs and import of manufadures, 
leaves the regulation of their internal policy 
to themfelves. In the grant of Carolina, fome 
intention is difcoverable of rendering that 
country an ally in future to this, by the efta- 
bllihment of an ariftocratic power, under the 
denominations of Margraves, Landgraves, and 
Barons, to whom grants of lands were made 
in proportion to their dignity for its fupport. 
The Lords proprietors (eem, however, to have 
forgot that the ariftocracyof England had fomc- 
times proved too ftrong for the King, and 
that it was not improbable the Carolina nobles 
would be too hard for their Governor, and ac- 
cordingly it lb happened ; for they prelently ex- 
ported his Excellency as a remittance to the 
proprietors, the only one I believe they ever 
I ■ received 
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received from their principality. The Truf- 
tees of Georgia, made wife by all former ex- 
perience, adopted a ditFerent plan from all their 
predeceijbrs. They kept their ariftocracy as 
well as their Icgiflature at home, for they 
made laws here and fent them over ready cut 
and dry to the fettlers, with their civil and mili- 
tary Governor General Oglethorpe. * The ufe 

the 

* Notliing is- more eafy than for a milititry com- 
mander at a diftance from home to acquire n high re- 
putation for Ikill and valour, if he happens to be 
conneified with|an oppofition, who never fail to puff off 
Ijis exploits, while the Minifters for their own fake ■ 
are filent upon hjs niifcondu£t. So it fared with Ge- 
neral Oglethorpe, when he commanded in Georgia. 
He took it into his head to attempt reducing St. Phiilip'i 
caftle at St. Auguftine, a regular fort, fituated beyond 
the re^ch of any fliip of force ; built of an excellent 
material called Tappy, a concretion ofihells, which 
hardens in the air, but produces no fplinters when 
ftruck by a cannon ball. He landed his regiment, one 
of the bell that ever w^is in the King's fervice, upon 
the illand of St. Aniftatia, ^nd conftrufted a battery 
of nuo guns, I forget pf wfhat caliber, within random 
AioC of the cal^le, between which and him there was a na- 
vigable ftreight of the fca ; after firing fevcral fliot and 
breaking fome of the windows, he removed one of hjs 
two guns frpm the illand to the Main and placed it an 
' " |he 
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: -dve-'Tmflees rnade of their legtflative powrj, 
-Tfiaybe fcea in pages i6zt 163 and t^of 

my 

■ tlft-oppofiM C4e i>i tJic Caftleby wayof AKW^-flWiKi 
-:TliecaftleftiUheMingoot, the General conMcreitlBt 

*he EflgMi i»6b were accailomea to hear oF the taking 

'^ rf tlie towns in Flanders bcfore-thetitaddj, artddcter- 

'-IflinedtofurniJh his friends with aparagraphfo/thenewf-' 

. papers fuited to their tafle ; he accordingly order£^ ttie 

-town of St, Angqftine to bo ftormed. ■■The'town' 

confifte4»f A few Palmcwa-huts, and ifefdrtifications 

wepe a PalmetTa hedge for keeping in ^ecottle of the 

inhabitants. This h?dge the faldiers attacked fword in 

hand, and cut their way through-it, und liftaallygot 

pofie^on of the town without the lofs of a^nan; and 

lb ha-ving prepared the populaca to applaiad^i* tijjttdnd, 

atid to impme his bilore in not' tdking the- cfiMt, to 

- the inclemency of the weather, wtot'of ciihp'eqdipa^ 

OT of green forage, or perhaps want of -Ofders' from 

home, he re-embarked his regiment and ' rettirHed to 

Georgia. His, expedition, however, gave -the Spa- 

liiards fach an alarm, that they determined id dlQbdgc 

■ Irinj from Geocgia, and accordingly fitted oot- a verj 

■ confiderablc land and fea force from the HftV^na^ t? 
attack him in his newly hu,ilt town and liewly toa- 
ftruacd fort at Frederica, whic^ flood upcfli a branch 
of the river Alatamaha, about eight iHliet from Ji* 
entrance into the fea, at a Sound whi^ he tidlddSt. 
Simons, formed by the iflaRdtof Sr. -fiimons an4 
Jckyll. When ^Iic Spanifli 4fi« arriSled-iii^the SoortJj 
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my Review^ and the ffefiilt *ras, thdt tfftc* 
omtkraing in pofl^Iioii gf the country ned- 
twcnty 

tli£ cbmmaaStr of tfi? trtfopd propoTeA (hty ihodll 
&il direftly Tip to the town of FredcHcii, or V notf 
to h ^ the ifeptli of the water woqld ^llow th^, bdt 
the aamir^I wooU pot truft bjs M^jcfty's ffiip's in fy 
jiarfow ^ river, and Ae troafM, about fear thoufnid^ 
irere l^jed ot) tBe ifiand' at ft pl^vfher^ Ogletboirps 
had conHru'dcif fomelhin^ Of 4 Iaok-oi;it [foft, but tq 
trliich there weFC no iRcn, ai' Ms w)hoIe r^htrent was 
trith'Mm qt Fredenca. The Sp;ini3^<{s finding Ad op- 
(rofinon at their landing, began their ih^^ch imme- 
diately,'^ bvx aA tli-e wKblb illand was covered with 
woodv elicit a' few open' pli^es that had becrt for- 
merly eohrvated by' thf Indians, which' are called 014 
Fieldi or Sivamiuhv ^nd only i' narrow p*fl^gc' cut 
tWou^' Ijy wsyof roaif to rtie tiiwn, they could taK* 
nor cariiiiirf or fagg^ge with them> 3n<l coul4 diily pro- 
tied rwb'2-lWaA, which- ipffcle their inftreh ftf teifious, 
tter Og^^tfiotfie had time tD be apprized ^ their rout 
Before they had made any conflderatje advahce toward* 
fiimi arid'he difpatchefj Serjeant StttherUnt^ w'ith twenty 
meii and about forty Chickelaw Indians whet were witl^ 
Bimj and' whom ho hi(d bj-ought tQ obey command^ 
lb dppofejHeir {wogre^s by taking poffeffion of a littlo 
Savannah which' liiy abbw four miles ficim, the town; 
But before Sutherland's party arrive^ the Spaniard^ 
were already got there, and finding a little poAd of 
Ircfli V3t5r in tfee iniddlff of it, *n4 the day b«ing ex- 
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tWBDty years, and expending to the amounted 
^urfcore thpuiand pounds, of public an.dpfir» 



tKhwly hot, the whole body 6t dewn upon the graft 
to brtakfaft, in which fitnation they v^ere when th? 
raoA advanced pf Sutherland's party difcovered them* 
iUrthe party had proceeded with great filence, the 
Spaniards did not bear them approach, and theflul^l 
ferje^at judged froitn th^ir occupation he Jhould b^ve 
fiiU time to take his ;neafurea for attacking them by 
ifuprizc Seifig no politician and unacquainted with 
the modern refinements in the military and naval fcrr 
vices, of protracting % war for the fake of its emolni 
mcnts by.fuffering an enemy to efcape when he migbt 
fee dcftroyodj or of evading an o^cafi<?n of rendering 
^ eflenti^l f^rvif^ to his King aQd-cquntry, in the 
tiope of throwing blame upon ^ fuperjoi; office^ ^d 
^pplanting him in the command, ipr fcrving *he inr 
tti^s of > fa&ioQ. at home by overturning a minifter, 
the honeA Scotfrnan determined, to avail, himfelf <^ 
tile &tua.tion he found the enemy in to give tben a 
total defeat. He accordingly djiAritii^ited hi^ Uttlc cofps' 
in. a ^mi-cir^le vr\dcr cov^ of a thick wood,:mixinj^' 
tha Indians among' the f^ldiers, and.whoi .every aan' 
halgot totbis fta^ion, and w^nea^ en0,ugh,to^ theedga 
«f^thf Sayj^nnah to make far^ of, doing. e^cution, 
Sutherland gave die order tp, fire,- when the whole 
;aitj-poirradin-a,volley,.i)|>on the aftoniihed Spaniaids^ 
die Indians, Lit the -fame time fetting. up -their wA- 
whoop, and nuumig.-from tceeto tree^ fefiding iii-f 
.....:.' . . continu4 
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Vate monies, "thtrc was not a fingle plantatioh 
fettled in the province when they refigned 

coDtinual running fire among them; the terror and 
furprize of the Spaniards deprived them of all thoughts 
of refiftancc ; their frighted imaginations reprefented 
to them all th6 lavages of the Continent fnrrounding 
them, they therefore left their arms upon the ground, 
and without returning a fingle Ihot, crouded into tb< 
narrow road by which they had enured the Savannah-, 
aj many as could get into it, and thofe who could 
not, run into thickeft part of the Wo6ds, whcfc they 
v^era hunted out by the Indians feme days afterwards, 
and broiight in almoft familhed with hunger. Hloftf 
wbo got fafe to the place where they had landed^ ptiOt* 
cd oS the boats which were ftill upon the beach, rowed 
ta their Ihips, and were happy to find thsmfelveg fafe 
en board ;^ain. One of their twenty gun Ihips had^ 
in the mean time, failed up the river, and was a£tuaU]F 
in fight of the fort at Frederica when the troops run 
away; Ihcwas InAantly called back, and Oglethorpe 
feeing h«- put ahoat jumped into a canoe with a 
puldlc in his hand, calling out to the officers andfoldters 
who were near bim to come along and Jrive the ene*^ 
my, and a^ually paddled himfelf down the riv.er a coir' 
iiderabic way in purfuit of the twenty gun Ihip.- The 
Spaniih fieet, however, got to fea without his ovei-'* 
taking any of them ; and thus ended the expedition o£ 
that femous Aumadft, which Oglethorpe had the credit 
of defeating. He was not, however, ungrstefiil to 
Satberiaod, fi»r he made him a lieutenant. 

C 2 their 
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tfieir Charter. * But if fo litde foreli^ 6? 
|he future greatnefs of the Colonies, aod fy 
. little provifion for continuing their connexion 
with this country^ be difcoverable in the cUkri 
^r ai\ti proprietary Governments, it might w 
e:^pe£t$d (hac in thofc which a,^e 4enot^atc^ 
Royat Governments, fomething more th^ 
Ehe powers of paper and parchment wouWniTO 
been employed to render" them tileful, aft^ tt* 
tain, thern m fubordination to Great Bfitam^ 
jtu| thei;e i^ really no material differen,cc "te-? 
'tween any of them, (except Quebec), and 
.the others. A middle eflate has, indeed, been 

* V^ien I Tfreiit thcrs with Governor E^ M'-tM 
^ear 1756, there w^ not a trader in the caatKry w^O 

' )in|>Or ted- goods front England, except the merc)kaiA 

whofe firfl; cargo went in the fhip whh us, and waweri! 

• fix months there before we faw another tepfail. Th« 

produce of all the taxes we could' devife for the (fsHic 

ferviccs, fel^fllo^t of 300I. and the only - dl^p»filU4 

- money that remained in the power of tUo Gpytfs^pfti 

:<hegr3nt.of Parliament was apoLyrtVith-tbofe fraoty 
means, that provinae was brought to export the jom 
I left it, to the amount of 38,600!* " Such are the e&&» 
of a gobJ arid of a bad Conftit^ion j- of'isBi Jgrwrint 
and a WEll'infbrmed AiIffiimAriMti'j'iUtd:>beaQix mt.J 
the 'Aif^tmt ptigteSbs made 1^ I>e^tyl #ftd -^ Atne^ 

..irlcan Cplopu^ . i^jth* tw« .laft. «at^t«t.)M MjUsmtal 

fdiuie^f 
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|ph](te(}t c^le^hJs Majefty'5 Council, hy way 
tif ipolPgy /o^ Ati ^HAocratic power, to a^ 
}n the 4ouhle cipacUy of a branch- o£ did !&* 
giilatu:[f . att4 Privy Coun&U la the GoVeniOT. 
^hc influence, however, pf this bodj t$ to0 
iuconfidenble to give the Crown or its Go* 
Verpor any effeftual fupport againft the Af* 
IcQ^k^, for the members hold their feats ool^ 
duriitg pleafure, and are fufpendable by |h« 
GmtmoT ; dod as almoft all the pyhlic af^KHOC'* 
txkents, and, all th€ jobs are made by the AC* 
femWy, i;li^ poor Counfellors have iiothlntg 
IP coufole' therafclves with, for the lofs erf*po- 
{luiUnty, by being conlidered a9 dependants of 
^!9 Governor, bu^ the barren and teoapciaiy 
ticlfc of Honourable. Hence if. ia.thu thenwQL 
of the greatefl; property and weight kv th^ prQt 
VJLBC^ prefer b^ing members of the Aifianyie» 
tp f^ts in the Coi^ndl ; apd that body is now 
ffUtpa}}^ ci»tig<}{^^ of tK<» King's .<^^rsan4 
l^sOtevs of no great efhites: or cpafeqjifence 19 
Ae dpuntrj'. Now when. in. ^d of- ih^ rer 
f^blicae diipt^ititto. wljich fuch cpnftitutionp 
Hgtur^y gtmJ^fSt it is confideFKl: tint, there 
'ivare no KGle£^ical c^n^tj^oqi^ or ^thoritie« 
- ia my 0^ d?ftColt»ii«^ but thet. every m«^ 
V^Shti ljpQffm« his own. prw^. wd. fet. up bi^ 
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6f^ religion, and be bound to no other. Th^ ' 
l^ere are no nobles of illuilrious ancefby ao^ 
great eftates ; no lucrative places or penlions 
to be ^fpofed of by the King's roprefentativ* 
am<Hig the members of the Aflcmbly, but that 
he himfelf is generally.obligedto depend upon 
that body for his fubfiftence ; it muft appear 
*!vadent to every one the leaft verfed iu politi*" 
cat fpeculations, that in proportion to the. m* 
creafe of the Colonies in numbers .and opn^- 
lence, the power of the Affemblies, as well 
ifi the Royal Governments, as in the others^, 
mijft augment, arid the authority of the Crowil 
dimini/b ; ■ and that however long the forms and 
appearance of a Royal Government m^bt 
be kept up in any of them, thu a real and 
pure democracy itiufl foon be the true defcrip* 
tjOQ of their Conftitutionsi How long tbt 
thirteen revolted Colcmics would have conti* 
nved to fubmit to bo called an af^)endage of 
thp Britifli Crown* if no attempt had bet* 
i^?i4e by Parliament to draw a revcnue-frort 
tb^f I will not pretend to lay, but I do not. 
tj^jjik; 1 fliall hazard any contradidion in af* 
f^fitjng, that if. that authority, or the exerciiV 
0^ it'o^j: i^erica,- had been Fehnquiihod byi. 
I^fli^n^etn/wi^out.a war, in the raanii^ it 
'■; '_ has 
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has h.tdy been, the republican diipontion, 
which is every day gaining ground in this ifland 
and in Ireland, under themafque of free think* 
^g and philosophy, but In truth through the; 
prevalence of infidelj^ and f^f-fufEctency, 
aided by the preffure of high taxes here, and 
the lure of a free though illicit trade with all 
the wcffld there, together with all the other 
incitements which the then orderly harmoni- 
ous and prolperous flate of the American pro- 
yiaces held out to emigrants, but which I do 
i^ot thiiik it proper to particularize, thefe iflands 
wQul4 not long have retained their people, 
nor the Stole its power. To fuch confe- 
qucnces the leaders in the Colonies had alway* 
looked forward ; and the city of Philadelphia 
was univerlally ccmfidered by them as the fu-; 
ture capital of an American empire, in which' 
the Britifh Hies and poflefHons ihould be ab*' 
forbed. Thele ideas of their own future great- 
ncfs were much heightened by the new mode' 
of applicarion to the Afiemblies introduced by 
Mr* Pitti during the fonner war ; that of re- 
quUltion8..by the- Secretary of State in th^ 
King's naofie, iwhich having Ofi^ned to them' 
3,d5rtei9:intErcour£ri*iih the throne, led them' 
t» aiTumei aJiVthfl iunportanto of Pafliariientt^ 
— ! Vi4 
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artd td diitlam the mtdhia 6f (he ddt^ifidt 
Ibr thar communications wi& t^ Sdvtreigh. 

Wheft Ml*. GMflville (iMpofed tii« ftanip 
4uties in 1 764., I was riot admitted to diat coh^ 
lldeqtial intercourse tvith him, ^idi whicli be 
ftftefwafdshofioredme,, but from the many c6ii-< 
VCffetiOtis I have firice had wth hiiri \ip6n thft 
itilgefi, 1 am convinced he had ho farther pur- 
{>0lo iti pfo|>ofmg fhem, than the raifing a per- 
ttiafteftt revenue' froiitt America towards de- 
fftj'iiig l^e ^perice of the civil aiid inditaiy 
eftahliftmchts maintained there fey Great Brit 
tarn, widiotit any view or intention to alter 
their CoSflftitutiori^, or" fo abrid^' their Jibcrtiei 
by the' operations of fhdfe diitids ; for *EeQ 
I, with it. f ftiftklin, Mr; JaCkfbh, and the 
fttherColohy agetits, reprefehi'ed tp him, that 
by applyifig ^c revenues arifipg'frorn them (d 
the defraying the civil oxpericcs of the di^reilt 
Goverriments, (he meetings erf" the Aflcih-- 
Wies wotllcl be reiidered dependaiif upon the 
will of the Governors, as they cquM carry 
oft' their Government without any grams from 
them ; he rea<fily declared he meant no fucH 
thing, but thac all he defired lyas to lay a 
ground foj America to pay her own ejtpcnce* 

' i ' at 
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-.i«-Iretand Hid-hers s'-and jKerdorej if-.the af- 
iemblies-'thQmi'^ves would mako^ theiiejser- 
iary provifions for their own civil Govern-. 

^iments,-' htf we^ld. appropriate thc-ftwnp ;duties 
r(o-tke military only* i ud when.we afl^ured-bifn 

'tih^ the aflembliea had ahvays done fb* aod 
meant to continue- to do fo, he made the.ap- 

'pFopdation accordingly to the military fetvic;es 
only;* buc nptwithftanding that appropria- 
tion, -the principle upon which the dutiea .were 
lliidy and the coqfaquences that would haye 

% followed from them, had the raoftdtre^ and 

.certain tendency to impede the Colonies ^n 

. their progrefs to independence, and the leaders 
Were ;claur ■ fjg^ted enough to fee that.f«ifh 

, would ^their 9peration; they faw ithat icqui- 
fitioQ^.frpni the Crown, whiich had exd^ t)ie 

-aflemblies.into Parliaments, werenomoreta be 
expend, and that the .ailemtiBes, would ofl^y 
have to give aiid grant for Ioq^ fMf|ici(e?; i^l^Elt 
the^Ue^on of dutic^iW^ald occafiqna^.^pp- 
iide^We incr?afe in- the numbeFipf .pes^t^s 

*^What paflid in tji?ft conferences, I related m a. 
pamphlet I publilhedin the year 1765, ihtitied, 'The 
■ffdim %f-ihe Coloniei' ix'amined, an exti-aifl'ofwhich I have 
■giVtii tu^tbc Afitenliky Ko; ii ,' ■as tlje 'paifcpUlet iifclf : U 
fVUt- of ^litiK , ■; : ■■.• .-■; ■• .-..'ii.j.-n.K i- "■ ^ ■. - 

ii . hold. 
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holding offices under the Crown, and deriving 
their appointments from Britifli intercft, and 
would be a ftverc cheque upon the propaga-r 
tion of antimonarchical principles within die 
Colonies, and upon illicit conneifliwis with fo< 
reign countries ; all of which would prove 
great retardments of their grand views : and 
upon thefe grounds, and the afliirances of fup- 
port th^ received from certain great men in 
this country, it was that they determined to, 
refift the ftamp duties.* But if they had fuch 
powerful motives to refift thofc duties, when 
their produce was appropriated to the military 
fervice only, how much more ftropgly were 
they ftimutated to oppofe the fubfequently im- 
pofed port duties, when their produce was ex- 

* The morning after the ReTolutlon had palTcd in the 
Houfe of Commons, to repeal the flamp a£l and to bring 
in the declaratory bill, I was fent for to a meeting of 
the oppofition^t Mr. Rigby's in Parliament Street; when 
I came there, Mr. Grenville and Mr. Rigby came but 
to me and told me, the Duke of Bedford and fcveraj 
others delired to know my opinion of the effeifls which 
thofe Refolutions would produce in America. My an- 
fwer was in a few words-— Uii/r^w of thanks and mea- 
furts of rchell'ian. Mr. Grenville fmiled and ibook his 
head, and Mr. Rigby fworc by G— d he thought fo, 
and bodi wilhed me a good morning. 

preflly 
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preflly appropriated to defray the expence of 
their civil eftablifhment, which was fo far from 
proceeding againft their hopes of greatnefs, in- 
dependence and univerfal empire hyfap^ as the 
ftamp duties would have done, that it was 
attacking them by ftorm in open day ; every 
man therefore few into the defign, for every 
man was able to falisfy himfelf, that if the civil 
expences of the Colony were defrayed by du- 
ties impofed by Parliament, and all the officers 
paid out of it and appointed by the Crown, 
their Sun of independence would be much 
longer a rifing than they wiflied or hoped for ; 
it therefore required not the aflurances of fup- 
port from great men on this fide of the water, 
to excite them to refill: the coUeftion of thofe 
duties, as in the cafe of the ftamp a£l ; for they 
iaw their Diana was ftruck at, and they uni- 
verlally relblvcd to defend her. The purpofe 
for which the 1 2d. upon the tea was impofed, 
and the precedent it was meant to eftabliih, 
fuperleded, in the minds of the Americans, all 
confiderations of feving in the price by the al- 
teration of the duty, and indeed of all the 
dangerous confequences of refifting the pay- 
ment of it ; and however we may abhor the 
(triiicipte which incited them to refift it, we 
D 2 mull; 
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hiuft acknowledge the undertaking to Be all 
unequivocal proof, both of their fpirit and fa* 
gacity. 

Having thus traced the caufes of this great 
tvent, and fliewn them to have been engender- 
ed by the Conftitutions under which the Co* 
lonies were planted, the inferences Which tnufl 
be drawli from the inveftigation, thoHgh they 
do little credit to either the policy of integrity 
of our anceftors, will, I truft, fuffieiently juf- 
tify the aflertion I fet out with, viz. That the 
late feparation of the thirteen American Co- 
lonies from the Government of Great Britan, 
is not Co great an evil to this country as wouW 
have been their continuance under it for half 
a century longer. But although I returned 
from America, fully imprefled with the dan- 
gerous confequences to this country of the 
Colonies contiuuiug under th«r then Confti* 
futionsj I did not entertain an idea <rf their 
fo ipeedil;^ becoming independent j or tiiat it 
would have been wife in Gteat Bjitain. to -throw 
;them offentirely ; for on the contrary, J- knflr- 
^ncd th&t fuch arrlendments might- be-made 
iritheir Conftittirionaj and fuel* 'improireila^s 
iii the- (yftem (if it de-lervedto^)? caUod'^iy^ 
tern) 
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tern) by which they had been govefrieJ, ds 
would produce a detire in them to coptiiiue 
united with us, and render their' vnion be- 
neficial to the whole empire ; and with tha^ 
view, I drew up a papei immediately after the 
peace of Paris, which Lord Grofvenor put into 
the Earl of Bute's hands, who obferved upon it 
that it appeared to him to be of much greattr 
importance to bring our old Colonies into or- 
der, than to plane new ones ; but no Aeps 
were t^en by his Lordfhip that I know of, for 
fuch purpofe, and indeed it would have beea 
very difficult, if not impoffiblc, to have carried 
through Parliament the regulations I propofed ; 
for the haughty ipirit of the then Commons d 
England would not endure any queftion of 
their omnipotence over all the members of thft, 
Britiih empire, nor would they hear of any li- 
mitation or even qualification in the exercife of 
it, but their own will. To have aflcrtcd the 
exiftence of rights in the aflcmblies of the Co- 
lonies, or even in the Parliament of Ireland, 
which they, could not extinguifh or controul, 
*vould have excited the general indignation, 
«nd therefore the only reftraints upon their om- 
:iupotencc, which I ventured to fuggeft in the 
^ patr^hlet I publilhed on the occalion of the 

pro- 
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J>t<^iofitiort ftf the ftamp duties, were fiich as 
left thie authority tjnqueftioned and im^mi' 
niihed; But my firft great objeft in the 
plan of regulations I had prepared for cement- 
ing a permanent union between the two 
Countries, was to incrfeafe the magnitude of 
the head to a nearer proportion with the vaft 
body, by CMinefting Ireland with Great Bri- 
tain in the trade with, the Colonies, and taking 
her weight out of the fcale of the dependen- 
cies, and throwing it into that of Great Bri- 
tein, by giving her the fame intercft with Great 
• Brirain in continuing the Colonies depepdent 
upon her ; and as fo many of the inhalutantR of 
the northern Colonies were of Irifli extraftioa 
and related to IriOimen, the influence of thdr 
connexion would be the greater, and thdr at- 
tachment the more laAing. And it was upon 
thefe grounds the King's Minifters, with 
whom I had the honor to ierve, admitted Ire- 
land into a participation in the trade with the 
Colonies, in the manner I have flated in my 
former publication. My feccftid otjeft was, to 
amend the Colony Conftitutions by creating an 
ariHocratic eilate tn them ; and my third, to 
direct the ftream of die great men's ambitioD 
to this kingdom, and attach them to Its prof- 
perity 
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perity and the jurffdidioa of Farliament, by. 
giving a certain number of them feats in the 
Houfe of Commons as Colony Repreienwtives, 
and it muft fill the Americans with aftonifli- 
ment to be told, that the man whom they coti- 
fidered as their greateft enemy, the late Mr, 
Grenville, approved of my plan. This afler- 
tiqn will, I doubt not, appear extraordinary, 
even to that great Miniftcr's neareft relations, for 
I believe he never opened himlelf freely upon 
the fubjed to any one but myfelf, and therefore 
I have given in the Appendix, No. 2, a Lettei: 
from him to mc, in which he touches upon 
the point of the Colonies fending reprefenta- 
tives. Indeed he often exprefled it to me as his 
ppinion, that the Colonies had jufl: ground of 
complaint in the want of them, but be Md not 
propofe giving them to them, becaufe, as he 
exprefled it, he found the Houfe of Commons 
wouli^ not endure the proportion ; Mr. Richard 
Jackfon, agent for Connefticut, who was his- 
fecretary, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, haj 
with his concurrence thrown it out in his 
fpeech againft the ftamp atS, and it was recei- 
ved with univerfa! diftpprobation. To im- 
prefs the nation, with a juft refped and grati- 
tude for the memo.ry of that great aod excel; 

lent 
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Jent man, 1 have alfo annexed copies of fereit 
more of his letters to me upon publis af^is, 
fi-<MTi which it muft appear hoiv for he was 
from that narrow mindednefs and feverity, 
which were imputed to him. In one point 
indeed, I thought him too hmited in his ideas,' 
as the great MiniAer of the Britifli £mpire, but 
the people of England will not much blame 
him on that account, I mean his great partia- 
lity to England, in preference to all tl^e other 
parts of the King's dominions ; for he not only 
confidered England aa the head and heart of 
the whole, as it certainly is, but he wiflicd to 
render every other part the mere inftrument or 
conduit of conveying nourishment and vigor 
to It. He was not well acquainted with the 
internal State of Ireland, and he knew Aill lefs 
of the circumftances of the American Colo-, 
nies, and every encouragement that he though^ 
either ought to receive, had no other referMicc 
than to the increafe of the trade or revenue of 
this country, Wchad many converfetions on 
ihefe topics, and as I was able to give him 
much better information than he ever had an 
opportunity to obtain before, and he alwaysrc- 
ceived it with as much candour and openneis 
lo-eonvidHon as any man } qvQf knew. larf 
J, \veU 
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,Wdl perfuaded If he had been agaia placed aC 
the head of AdminiAratian, neither of thofa 
-great Members of the Empire would have had 
xo C(»nplain of his couduA towards them. 

The fingle point upon which wc diif^ireda 
.was the Mnnipotence of Parliament in its ju- 
x\{£\Oiiaa over the Colonies. I fought it 
ought to be limited, in the caie of taxation at 
Jeaft, but he would con&nt to no itipulaticoi 
<£ reilraint ; but while he adhered u> his prin- 
ciple of sn mtdiv^ed uAcontroIable jurifdidion 
in the one fupr^o^ legiflature of the wholo 
empire, he meant that th^, Colonies ihould 
l^e repreleQtatives in it, and if their applica- 
tion for tl^m was rofu&d, he would then 
)iave con&nted to the giving tbem fome lecu- 
tity againil the wanton cx^roife of that author 
lity ; and it was from a commixture of thq 
idea I had receiTed froai him with my own, 
that in an early ftage erf" the dilputa with diQ 
Colonies^ I fonnod the prc^e£t of a permanent 
union and fettlemQnc with themx* oa which ac- 
count I have thought it worth preferviog, as 
^t nuy be c^ ^ic in Ibnie future tin^e, and havQ 
ihcwfof^i giTcn it in the Af pendix^ No- i u 

a Aa 
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As I have gone fb far into Mr. Grenvillels 
character, 1 will go a litde ferther in order to 
do juftice to his memoty, which I cannot now 
be fuppofed to have any intcreft to vindicate, 
ipuch lefs to flatter. Under a manner rather 
auftere and forbidding, he covered a heart as 
feeling and tender as any man ever poffefled. 
He liked office as well for its emoluments as 
its power ; but in his attention to himfelf he 
never foiled to pay regard to the fituations and 
circumftanccs of his fiends, though to neither 
would he warp the public intereft or fervice 
in the fmalleft degree ; rigid in his opinions 
of public juftice and integrity, and firm to in- 
flexibility in the conftruftion of his mindj he 
reprobated every fuggeftion of the political 
expediency of overlooking frauds or cvafions 
in the payment or coUeftion of the revenue, 
or of wafte and extravagance in Its expendi- 
ture. But although he would not bend any 
meaiure out (rf^ the ftridt line of re^tudc to 
gain popularity, he was he from being indif' 
ferent to the good or ill opinion of the puUicj 
and that tedioufnefs and repetition which hia 
ipeeches in Parliament, and his truifa^ons 
with men of bufinefs were charged with, wera 
pccafioncd by the earneftnefi «f his dcfire tq 
fetisfy 
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fttUfy and convince thofe he addrefled of the 
purity of his motives and the propriety of his 
conduft ; and while there remained a fingle 
fealbn in his own nund, that he diou^t would 
ferve thofe purpoles^ he could not be content 
to reft upon thole he had already adduced, 
howevelr convinced and fatisfied his hearer* 
appeared to be with them* 

Inheriting but a fmall patrimonial fortune, 
he had early accilftomcd himfelf to a ftrift ap- 
propriation of his income, and an exaA oeco- 
nomy in its expenditure, as the only fure 
ground on which to build a reputation for pul> 
lie and private integrity, and to iiipport a dig- 
nified independency ; and it was the unvaried 
praftice of his life in all fituations, as he has 
often told me, to live upon his own private 
fortune, and fave the emoluments of whatever 
office he poHefled ; on which account he ad- 
ded :■ " Tile bang in or out makes no dif- 
. '* ference in my eflabUfhment or manner of 
,,•* life. Every thing goes on at home in 
. *• the fame Way. The only difference is, 
** that my childrens fortunes would be in- 
" creafed by my being in, beyond what they 
'* would be if I remained out, and that is be- 
E a " ing 
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*^ m% ^ iittib dependant up(Hi office as itif 
•* nian who was riot \x«n to a great eflate tan 
" poflibly be ;" and he manifcfted that inde-*. 
pendcnce at a time and in a manner but littte 
known, and aa the relation can now do n0 
harm, I {hall repfeat th4 account be gave me of it. 
He had accepted the ftals of on* of the Secre- 
taries of State in Lonl Bute^s Adftibiftration, 
and hy fo doing drew upon himfelf the refcnt- 
ment ahd abufe o^ die then pc^ular party and 
of fome of hid own htar«ft relations ; his re> 
turn, dicrcfore, to them, was fwideted im-* 
pra^cdble upon any occalion, and hs had 
evety motive to induce hifn to reihaia with hi^ 
prelent connection. Notwithftaitding wbich# 
he very ibon hazarded bis continuance ii^ tiiSce 
in fuppoit of lus opinion, of what ought to be 
done &it the advantage^ of the public^ ca thd 
•following occjMkxi : 

While the peade waJ n^otisdng> the et- 
pedition againft the Havaunah was carryit^ 
on, and as the chance of it» fuccefs or £uluik 
was not very unequal, the negotiator agreed 
to leave it out in their uti foffideiisy ciHifidering 
die event as perfctftly neutral j fo th« tf after 
the preliminaries were figned, it was fooad t» 
be taken, it was to be reftored withoat com- 
pen^ificAr 
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fketil^on. Before the preliiiumnes ivere figtt« 
td, however, thd Account of its capture wis 
received, and Mr. GrenvUle utimediately pro- 
poihd that It ihould now be included in the uti 
poj^tis^ and coinpenfation for ic itififted upon* 
for as the evoit w^ts decided bdbre the preli- 
tninaties were iigned, either party was at liberty 
to avail ihemfelves of It. Lord Bute thou^c 
&e treaty was too &: advanced to make any 
advfuitage of the evoit being in our fiivour,. 
find he feared that our making any.freOi de-< 
tnand, would not onlyprotrad: but break olT the 
negotiation, and prevent the peace taking place 
immediately, which he thought fo necd^ry 
for the nation. Mr. Grenville was clear in his 
opinion of our right to make the demand, and 
firm in infifting that it fhould be made, and • 
propofed two alternatives for tonfideration. 
*nie One, that if we judged it bcft to get the 
liitirc pofleffion of th^ continent of North 
America, France having ahready agreed to cede 
aU Camda, that we fiiould infill upon Florida 
tfnd Louilrana : the other, that if we thought 
It neceflary to inCreafc our pofleffions in the 
Weft Indies^ beyond the three neutral iflayds, 
which France had aUb agreed to give U9, w« 
fliould afk Porto Rico, and the proper^ of 
what 
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Wiat we held lipon tbe Spaniih main ; TtoAhs 
left the Earl with declaring that he would re-* 
fign the feala* if one of thofc alternatives was 
not adopted dnd inlifted upon* After corifult- 
ijig with Mn Fox and Lord Egremont, Lord 
Bute agreed to make the demand of Floridi 
and Loui(iana, and tnftru^ionsto thatpurpofc 
. were immediately difpatched to the Duke of 
Bedford, who made fo able and ftrenuoi»s an 
application in confequonce of them, that the 
Duke de Choifeul not only cohfented to c«^ 
Louisiana, but obliged the Spanifh MiniHer to 
cede Florida alfo, without fending to his Court 
for frefh orders, and the prchminaries were not 
delayed more than a fortnight by the demarid 
and acquifition of that immenfe territory *# 

• The relloiation of FIori<la and the ceffion of 
Louiiiana to Spain, were made with the like ignorancs 
and facility in 1783, by our negotiators. We had 
joined Louifiana and Florida together, and divided tbt 
■whole country into two provinces, under the names of 
- Eaft and Weft Florida. That tranfaftion, it feeiM, 
was too far back ta come within the reach of the Mioit- 
ter's own comprehenHon, and the heterogeneous group 
of negociators they employed, wer? unable to affift their 
memories, and therefore the whole country was given 
to Spain as kfr awn Flori'da, without any notice of the 
additii^n of I«uiilana or tbe leaft compenl^Cian for it. 

As 
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As it -was Mr. GrenviUe's conftant aiid pecu- 
liar pra£):ice to keep copies of all the letters he 
ever writ, and a man's chara£ter is beft knowii 
fay his correipondcncc, his noble defcendant has 
it in his power, and no one is more able to oblige 
and inftrudl the n^ionwith acopipletehiftory 
of his politics} life and opinions ; I ihall therefore 
wind up the character I have been endcavour- 
^S ^ give of that great and excellent man, 
by the recital of a fed, which al the iame 
time it marks the leading features in the ^ha- 
ra£ter of another diftinguifhed perfon, as well 
as Mr. GrenviUe, will Ihew to mankind how 
juftly great minds are capable of afting and 
fhinking towards each other, whatever may be 
the diiference qf theif political fituations ; and 
it %y|ll ferve to inculcate this very ufeful and 
peceflary leflbn to all thofe who undertake or 
aim at the cqnfident^l fubordinate offices of the 
State, viz* that the fuiefi means of obtaining 
the efteent and confidence of their new prin- 
cipals is to maintaiii unfullied hpnpr and in- 
tegrity with former conne£iiops, When the 
JEarl of HilUborough fent to me and offered 
Die the joint under fecretaryihip with Mr. 
Pownall, I told his Lordfhip, that I then was, 
jipd had jjpcft for a long tiipe, hoiw^ed with 
- great. 
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great mtimacy and friexidilup b^ Mr. OrenTJQe; 
tb^ I was poflefled of many of his public 
ideas and opinions, colle^ed or rather imbibed 
in the fcveral ctmBdential coveriations I had 
•with him ; and that therefore, however happj 
I Should be to undertake an office under his 
Jjordfliip, ■ndhich fo intircly correlpcffided with 
my views and hatits, I could not think of 
making any engagement without firft commu- 
nicating his o^r to Mr. Grenvillc, arid re- 
ceiving his approbation. The noble Earl ie^ 
plied, that he knew of my conne^twi with Mr, 
Grenvillc before he fent to me, and that if I 
had not laid what I did, he fliould have enter- 
tained a very dif&rent opinion of me, from 
that which the confidence he intended [dacing 
in me might Ihew me he ^eu had, and that 
if I had oot defired permifCon to acquaint Mr* 
Grenvillc with the o^r he had made me, he 
{hould have told me I ought to do it. I ae- 
cordingly went down to Woocmi, where I 
knew Mr. Grenville then was, (ui^wa^ received 
by him with that kindpofs »)d affection which 
he always fliowed me, I c^d not, however^ 
think it right to acquaint him immediately 
with the particular occafioa of my coming» 
but waited firft tq J«r(» from hm what we» 
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his own purpoffes or views fefpefting piitlic 
matters, add efpecially with regard to his ex- 
peftations of coming into office, for I confider- 
ed that by informing him of the oiFer made to 
me, and aiking his opinion whether I fliould 
accept or refafe it, I fhould lay him under the 
difficulty of either allowing me to quit him, 
though he might be defirous that I (hould 
continue with him, or give me a ftrongcr 
claini to fervice from him, by preventing me 
from taking what had been offered me by 
Lord Hilhborough, than he might chufe to 
do. He very foon fliewed me that all referve 
and caution upon the fubje£t were unncceflary, 
by telliiigme that'he found his health and fpi- 
rits very much declined ; that he had giveji 
up all thoughts of office, and did not wifh to 
take any aftive part in public buiinefs ; that 
he hated being in opporition, but had been 
dragged into it by Lord Temple, who impu- . 
ted his indifpofition to take a part to his keep- 
ing up bid refentments, which God knew, he 
faid, he was the fartheft man in the world 
from entertaining upon account of any differ- 
ence of opinion in public meafures ; but added, 
he, if I had meant to return to office, I am 
fure I ihould have been many pikes length- 
F nearer 
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tieafer it, had I continped walking about thefti 
grounds, than by a conftant attendance in the 
Houfe of Commons, for I know the King will 
not be forced, atid he ought not ; but, he conD- 
nued with a deep fi^, and putting his hand 
upon his fide, I am no longer capable of fcr- 
ving the puWic, my health and fpirits are 
gone : the only thing I have any intention of 
doing, is to endeavour to give fome cheque 
to the abominable proftitutjon of "the Houfe of 
Commons in Eleftions, by voting in wfaoevef 
Ijas the fuf^Kjft of the Miniftcr, which muft 
end in the ruin of public liberty if it be not 
chequed, I then told him the offer that had 
been made to me, which he faid he was very 
glad of; for he was pleafed to iay, it vras with 
regret he had thought it would never be in 
4iis power to be of any ufe to me, in return 
for all the attention I had fhewn to him : that 
k was his wifli that all his friends fhouid ac- 
cept of iituationswhich they thought hwiora- 
ble and proper" for diem, without any atten- 
tion to him, and as he thought me very fit 
for the office, he would advife me to accept it 
if I felt no objedkioas in my own mind. I an- 
iwered, that I certainly had none, as I Uke^ 
tibe iituation, and had the greateft refpeft and 
efteem 
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cftecm for the principal, and wiihed much to 
be connefted with his Lordftiip ; but that one 
difficulty remained which 1 could iim get over, 
and that was, the apprehenfion that the inter- 
ruption which my iituation muft neceflarily 
occafion in that intercourfe and confidence 
which he had honored me with, and which I 
prized above allconfiderations, might abate the 
friendfhip he had ihewn me, or leflen me in, 
his efteem ; but he aflured me, that it fliould 
not do either, for that he ihould continue to 
entertain the lame good opinion of me which 
he then had, and indeed, the anfwer which he 
fent me to the letter I writ to hun after I 
returned to town and had accepted the ap- 
pointment of Under Secretary, which I have 
given in the Appendix, No. lo, will teftify 
that he did fo. 

The Earl of Hillfborough was fo fully per- 
fuaded of the dangerous confequences to this 
country and Ireland, of extending the fettlements 
in the North American Colonies, that I had no 
occafion to make his Lordfhip any reprefenta- 
tions upon that fubjeft. A very judicious raea- 
fure which he had planned and prompted for 
confining them on the eaft fide to the heads of 
Fa thQ 
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the rivers which ^1 into the Atlantic Ooean^ 
was then carrying into execution, and a bouiif 
dary line was aAually drawn and marked out at 
die tiapks of them all, from the Hudfon's River 
to the Miffiflippi, and treaties were made with 
the Indians for reftrainingthe fettlements with- 
in it. In this,meafute all the great land-owners 
in the Colonies heartily concurred, as they 
clearly perceived that by confining the inhabii- 
(ants to the lands already located, the value of 
their ynfettled lands muft necefl&riiy incrcafe, 
they therefore made a temporary fuipenfion of 
their purfujt of independence, for the fake of 
their immediate profit, and pafled laws in all 
the Provinces confirming the treaties with the 
Indians, g^d defcr4hing the boundary line as 
the extent of legal jurifdiftion. -The fetder 
ments on the fide of Canada were alfo reftraiQi 
cd to the accefs by navigation, by Royal in- 
{truSions at the fame time, Bqt his Ldrdftiip 
icon after conceiving that a\\ hig meafures of 
reftraint would be brok^ thrqugh by the couiit 
' t^fenance Ihewn to'Mr, \Vharlon*s application) 
for a grant of a traft of lands, upo^ the Ohio, 
iufficient to form a feparatp. goyerninent, re- 
- "fi^ed the feals. 1 remember faying to his 
■ ^rdfhip upon that pcc^on, that althougl^I 
'■ entirely 
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entirely agreed with him in the wifHoqa and 
fitneis of his meafures as a BritiOi Minifter, 
yet as they had for their ohjeft, the keeping 
wafte a vaft portion of the earth, for tho 
advantage of thefe little iflands, his policy 
militated fo dirotSly againft the evident purpple 
of the Creator, that I was fure he would noe 
Oiffer it to fucceed, and that we muft look tp 
be countera£led by providential difpenfations, 
and indeed the late revolution in America has 
ihewn that I was not miftaken in that cxpetSa-i 
tion, for 1 am fully perfuaded that the population 
and iettlement of that immenfe country, be-*, 
tween the Allegany Mountains and the South- 
ern Ocean, oould not have been fo fpeedily or 
certainly promoted by any other means as by 
that revolution, and the events which led ta 
. it. For notwithftanding the roeafure of fettling 
a Colony upon the Ohio had been adopted 
by the Cabinet, it was never carried into exe-^ 
cution, for the then Attorney General, now 
Lord Thurlow, confidering the grant as inr 
jurious to the juft rights of the Crown and tho 
. jnterefts of the people, with that inflexible at-^ 
tention to both, which has fo eminently diftin- 
guiihed his conduft in every fituation, refufed 
^s fi^t to the King's lign m^u^l, without 
\ whi,cl\ 
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which it could not pafs the Great Seal ; and 
the former policy of confining the fettlements 
wirfiin the Allegany mountains, was again 
purfued ; and as that policy was equally adapt- 
ed to promote. the private iuterefts of the Co- 
lony AffemUymen, and the views of the Bri- 
tifti Minifters, and highly agreeable to the In- 
dian Tribes, the emigrant^ who could have 
pafled into, or feated themfelves in that coun- 
try, Would have been Mily the lawlefs or 
roving woods-men, who Uve hke the favages, 
without tillage, and fupport themfelves by 
hunting ; fo that many ages muft have elapfed 
before the lands coyld have received any coii- 
liderable improvement. But the war having 
overturned all legal authority, and the violent 
and needy having become the chief rulers in 
every Colony, it is their int^reft to extend the 
boundaries, and create eftates for themfelves 
in the diftant territory ; aijd the weight of the 
taxes the Aflemblies havQ been obliged to im- 
pofe, in order to pay the intereft of their enor" 
mous Provincial debts, and for the maintenance 
of their civil eftablilhments, operating with 
the prefiiire of private debts, and lofs of mar- 
kets for their products, and refufal of credit by 
the merchants, flimulat? (he piultitude to 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Goo(^le 



[ 47 I 
abandtMi their fettlements, and remove out rf 
the reach of their creditors aiid tax-gatherers ; 
aad they now pafs into that cotintry in fuch 
numerous bodies, that in a very few years 
there will be more Americans to be found on 
the weft, than on the eaftern fide of the Alle- 
gany mountains. 

The efedts of this population will now te 
very different from thofe which were to have 
been apprehended from the eftabliihment of 
new Colonics, or the regular extension of the 
fettlements of the old beyond thofe mountains, 
while they remained a part of the Britiih em- 
pire. The emigrants now carry with them no 
civil compaft, regulation, or jurifdi£tion what- 
ever ; they have no connexion or commai in- 
tereft. They are fubjeft to no legal reftraints, 
nor is there any coercive force to confine them 
within any bounds, but their own wills, and ne- 
ceffities. None of the States pretend to exer- 
cife authority over them ; and if they did, they 
are without the means of enforcing their claims. 
The extent of the country before them is fo im- 
menfe, and the Aborigines fo few, that there 
is abundant room for every man to chufe his 
own licpation, luid remove to another as ccftea 
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is he difiikes or tifes of that he has /ixed iipotlj 
A benign climate and a fruitful country Of- 
fers them to have few wants but liich 3& ths 
individuals can themfelves fupply. Tbey ch. 
therefore have but feeble incitements to fbrm 
themfelves into regular governments ', tit 
tfie facriBce a mati fo circun^lancei ftJOft 
make of his liberty and indulgences by'fiib- 
mitting to a government, will not' in his rofiid, 
"be Gompeufated by the advantages ' to fee db- 
tived from it, and fuch is the faft, for there 
' r^ver was an inftan'GC of a man accuftomcd to 
i^efide among the Indians, that after his retiim 
'<6 the fettled country with the property he Hd 
acquired there, that enjoyed poliflipf Kci^» 
'and di^ ^ regret his fornier lilierty,"^ celwe 

?rar 



'""ihe difpUtes with the Cdlo^i^^V^'iilerj 



many thobtknd 'Am'el-ican^'who'pd hVfix^^r 

'legal refidencefi'''arfd' neiver defifed to navfe any- 

They provided tfiemKl'veS' witfct'as many will 

, - ■ J- ■ . .. • ■ .^ 10 i^imnn jjf:rlv/ Jit ym 

nories or neat caffle as tney Tiad occaffon tor, 

them Tumcieatly to make 



an'd af?er iaoung them Tumcieatly tc 

they put theirwivea aiid chiToren anditun'i ^» 

DljJio! (yrf uJ b© ,iq3 r> .iniij txJ ajhaidcruii jQ' 
drove tnrougn trie wooas until m^ round a 

hiuku6ii-my\\]^i^: iii^'th^?^ tiify^^ra^. 
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fmAc a cover for thtar ftuiF, and the cart turn- 
ed bottom upj became a temporary houfe for 
themlelves. The gun furniflied flefti, and 
roafted chefnuts or other maft ferved for bread, 
and the juice of the maple tree mixed with 
water made their liquor. If they greatly liked 
the fpot^ they would plant a little com, and 
£olle£t a ftoro of nuts and acorns, and pre^ 
icrve them by parching them in the fire ; but 
they ikldom ftaid bngin a place ; and I remem- 
bet numbers of them being ofiered lands bf the 
Governments of South Carolina and Georgia* 
/ree of all charges and exempt from all taxes 
fox a certain number of years, and their 
jpefufiog the offer, faying, they would not 
be bound to any coimtry or any Ggvem^ 
ment. In time it may be faid they muAj from 
neceffi^, fo/m States aii4 become a great em- 
pire; but whoever thinks fo, let him look 
upon the map of North America, and calcu- 
late ii\ what number of ages that vail conti, 
neat will be overjpread in the manner I have 
been reprefenting, and fo thickly peopled a.^ 
. pot to allow room for hrthcr removal, and 
the irUiatetants be thence forced to fubmit to 
gpverjfipent, for until that happens, I will 
VOq^ur^ tp Dtoj^^fy no great empire will ever 
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b? formed in America, or ^y ^f:zt force ex- 
erted by the ruling poiyer?, t;b?re, except in 
the manner of the eaft?i;« Scythian^ or Tar- 
tars, by pouring down ppojj the n?ighbou^ 
ing countries. The prefent jtate of the nppih 
of Alia may help us to fqcm. a judgement rf 
what will bs the ftate of Nofth ai;id indeed^ of 
South America alf9. The fii;ft feK^lemgjit oC^Jie 
fons of Noah, above 400.0 y;ears ago* w^^o 
Armenia, and the emigrant^ which went .tp 
the Noith and Eaft^ have never been able 10 
cultivate that immenfe country, nor have thqy 
formed to themfelveq fuch conftitutioijs of §(>• 
vernment as European nations would call civil- 
They carry on po foreign trade, have uo flup- 
ping, and but little intercourfe with the feft of 
the world, . beijriK equally unknowing and un- 
. -known. Th(3yj Uve^^iiappily nqtwithftanding, 
^nj^J ^ coq^dp^t they would not change their 
piode of . liying wijh , the moft refined people 
upoji^g globe ; andfuch wiUtheTranfallegaoy 
pipun^^In people be 40QO years heqce, if thp 
.^^prUlaftsfolong. The inh^bitaats of thefea 
Coaft^^ who have much property Jui houfes and 
pthei buildings, and eultivatc(| .lands, mufli re- 
main UEwn the fpots they jari^xed to, and muft 
,'fuWit toiproe fpft of goyerjimept gr ptjier ; tilt 
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vf hatever it tnay be, it muft be feeble and with- 
out refpcft ; for the very circumftances which 
in theif former condition of' appendages to the 
Britifll empire would have conftituted their 
greatnefs and opulence, will now prove the 
occafion of the weaknefs and poverty of their 
I governments. Thele circumftances are the 
vari extent of their fea coaft and numerous 
ports* and die immenfity of the country be* 
hind them, f do not think it neceflary to giye 
iny reafons fbr this affertidn J but let thofe wno 
think it paradoxical contrive for any of theni^'a 
mode of raiting a Confiderable revenue whicn 
will not have a tendency to transfer their tra^e 
mt6 oAer ''hands, or drive aXvay their people, 
^r fiiiw how a government can have vigor'^t 
liijtnfe, or ri(^6& abroad, without fucK a reve- 
Htfe',' aiid i>Vill'r4tra^ what' I'We faid: fitlt 
i^^ilt;^A'.fai^W''aiid'v4nture to affiire thdfe 
iSc^^aL'aia^if 'they cit? not recover tfteir ch^- 
i«afei5l^V'iAte^t|^tii'di^i'r''ifealin|s, and iher^- 
%\f tfeftof^'=tkeif 'cr^it Witk \lie,Sr|tifh' m?^ 
'i:^^s,""*a|ict'forfen iu3n,a coSnefbioii with tliis 

couptryasmall reCijre t'o tKem iiil>r6ieqwfi 

-■jTjjii^.Ti .-■■bui..' W^i.vflJjj',1 nr "^riihifijc' nrl;-i 
ana umperage, tney will degener^e into barba- 

Vnn: li-V: .^■>T.i."KiL^'fiY-"*'^W? jf -^m ion j ■ iGm 
rous It not into mroary btates; UL trie, mean 

tui^, the good pitople of Great Britain and 

G a Ireland 
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tr^^ ifti^ <\\Act their appF^bei^CHR^ 6f Cemt 
iiig'sriy-' of tfeft thirteen American- States, >« 
aff'^f-'thent tmked, tiling into a great; i»a^ 
Tid!!nt^^^6VNr, disputing the domiiuon of t^ 
At3&fitie::t)Cean with the Bridih n&vy, ot ftrqn 
p^ ^ Grown of its Weft Indian pQj6^ 
flaaavfot if the policy adopted in the ywue 
r^S^^-te adhered t<^ and the l%gul&tk»i» then 
jmdib «r propoibd be eftabliihed and completedf 
2 '^v^ -force equal to the protection of the 
BHdih Commerce -and pofieffioas from tbe 
d^t%dati(Hi8 of the Bartmy States- will, in alt 
fviUvik ^es» be fufBcient to combat the bu* 
line of Ametica. All the caufes I have af" 
iigned for the difperiion of the inhabitants and 
ihlbeciirity of tbe Governments of the United 
States, and many mOrc, happUy tqwrate to 
p»e^eHt •t\ie emigraticHi of pcc^le from tbefe 
ifii^^»:^-^^iaerica; and in tbdt light there' 
^^tidfr'Snd independency of the thirteen 
F^oviWdfeB - i» thr manner it was Brought abmts 

• mi^ be' cOftfidered as jugathely beneficial tft 
^fr^uhtryi and it will be our fault if ,it be 
2ioe''^i<«bdlired pojkively beneficial alfo.: But 
^e'ift^x»tanck and permanency of- this, fasne* 
^it' 3*piifld&< upoa the wifdom of «ir faoffe 
tSWi^iSai^ ffof'l am free to declare my firaupav 
-H ■ fualion, 
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raiity, Twhich flpw , k, made to figaify atheifm 
ita, religioa and anarchy in government, gets . 
pB^cflion of ovE^co^ncils upon American af- 
fairs* we have jftiU ponneftion enough with 
timt country to i4>prii^( rum ofik's. The ia- 
cnfice inrhicb the. iaA>ption,of that «buled cerm 
a&or the peme- hadvy'tU nigh nude <^ otir nao 
virion CO the &d*hliOinaeat of an Atnerican 
marine is weU known ; but in juilice tp my* 
&lf and to the ctoble Lords who were mrr 
fluenced by my reafoningst ] think it fit to 
snake the public acquainted with the iliep» 
which were taken for its preleryatipm* 

. When Lord North received the fcals of 
SrcrMary of State for the home department^ 
in the year 1783* my aJllftance was de^red. in 
framing regulations for bur rpnaainiug Q^ 
aiesy and for the intercour^ heCwe«a thn 
United States and them, and hetween tb» 
United States and Great Britain, which, I moft 
readily undertook to give, without ^ffipf, 
without «n(^ment, and without prpfufe or 
eiipe£l^Qn of either. But before I o^tetCHi 
upon; the buiinefs, I defired to know if th* 
-Adminifttation concurred with me in the priat 
.-. .. ciple 



T,Google 



■ [ « J 

tifUl mtiaat to found th6 'regUktioas''ti]fk:ft, 
^dncbliwas, -that it •tvet better to Have AoYoA- 
rnHs aicaii\'^tktm not to have them fubfervient to 
the. taaritimejinength and commercial htCcrejli*^ 
&riat Bfita'rh. This ptind^e$m&k6 nb fe- 
awifflf^ for I have ever avtiived Ic, ^vtjrf^ifa 
AmericB,' and'as an American plltnc^j<'49^ 
Ijwas deeply intereftcd in die prd^rity 4fla 
ftcuiiiy of that country, '.and its corltkWtffig 
to be a member of the Britifli empire ; and I 
mniH afk the moft interefted colonift tt^f^w 
upon what other principle he founjdsi ibi$ %^^ 
po^acnn of fecurity in his po&ffiotis ^dii^t^J 
te£tbn in his trade, as a Britifh fubjed:,^^'^^ 
■ thO'fupcriority of the Britifh navy to that rf 
any/trther power? And if he'can'afSgn hi^i 
beiTDuft hb bbliged to Cortfefs,: (hat it! ik"liW 
Linterefl: to augment that ttavy,'-ieidto 
e^^nd extend^ that conihitii-Ce^ i^^ftrltiS 
diBffiippliit of it. Indeed, If hri iecxt^'i^ 
ac»r&paration frofti the- Britilffii ^fripittei^'?^^ 
^hdpitcr become an independent ftate, o#:^*ail 
lisft rtiWs'ififttie otlier powe^ ^c 2£i^\^^i^ 
•aidy3*lth thofe views when ^k iAfitti^i"^ 
i»&fO©I't^ mW\ ^ffeength of Gteaf 'Briaiil( 
^alaift t^a^Klarifte for other^tPbtifs^tiy W- 
o^itt^M's^^^Mii ft(jm^for<HgW'^atJe^i aiid 
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em^yiiig foreign fliips in ttsafyeffaxg Ai^i 
^hy. fo doing, he does his utnioft te/ddfloriy" " 
that^ naval power whifih alon« caii o^^&i d» 
Cpmpletionofhispurpofes. And dioKQ|cim.tii6^ 
can be no better teft deviiH' to dticoi^ sdid 
tl)er It be the wifh of a coUmy to oentutoetaa 
appe^odage of Great Britain, or to fcpaiate icaA 
l^pr, than xbs, fatisfaSiion or impatienct 'thein-t 
habitants cxprefs ujider q}tr navi^atkri ^npsi-y'^- 

U}x>n diat principle, therefore, and upon 
that principle alone, did I found all the regtH 
lations I propofed, as will appear by the an* 
npced copies, No. 12, i^, 14, and j^, ^ 
fuci parts of the Papers I drew up, and pn^ 
fented to Lord North, as refpeft the Eneafure* 
which liave been adopted, and adiuaily carried 
into executiwi, and may therefore beipboperlp 
laid before the public. What !■ jh-opoicd/ice-M 
if>efting the rice and tobacco, 1 thou^rpeqaif? 
Ted more immediate difpatch than, itbc:' p&ar 
matters, and therefore I extra£ted.l^.Jn)nQhiIc£ 
the Paper, No. 12, as related ,|(fcitbfen)< Afel 
carried it to Mr. Fox's office,; ^ndfg!t»eibrl» 
Mr.^j^fer, to be delivered. tQ;tJ]#f g?ml6m*ti> 
as I jiad npt tljie honor to,.l^j^J^^ty^ Iftrhiiay: 
Wtjp with thai, c^viqk.pfifeepwpni^di^rfl^djs^ 

a cifioft 
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ofioR which (o emmeiuly marks his chaiac- 
«or, afted leave Uiat iame daj to bring in s 
liU for th« purpolJe. 

Mj gcueral and correA knowledge erf" dn 
wholo coujrie of the American circuitous 
tiadc enabled me to judge in what part of the 
IJiain the cutting, out a link would moft e& 
fe^ually interrupt its p rogrefs and ivert the 
Ijavigation into our channel.* I therefore de-i 
Jermined to oppofe the whole American and 
Weft Indian interefts fupported as they were 
ly fome of the Members of the then Admiiuf- 
tratioD, and frame the regulations for the inter- 
courfe between the American States and die 
Britiih Weft India iflaiids, fo as utterly to «- 
(lu(k the Amerkm Jhippingy and I drew up dw 
Paper in the Appendix, No. 13, with that 
Tkw, and I prepared the draught of a bill ac-* 
oordingly ; but it being judged m<:ac prudent 
to make the regulations I propoled by order of 
-Council than by aft of Parliamait, roy drau^t 
of atnl^ with Mr. Rxtfier's affiftance, wa&coao 
verted into the order of Council pa0ed the zd 
irf" July, 1783, a copy of Which is in the Ap* 

* Vide Examination before the PriTj CoWKil] Not 
|8, ID Uw A(>p«n4i». 
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pcntEx, No. 1 6, whichlwifli may be ehgra' 
vcd ^on my tomBftdnc, as having '/fiy^*^!^/ 
navigation of England.— As I had comriiiinSratOT 
tpJLprd Saclcville all the regulations I hadsio* 
pplcd, I alio Informfid him of my fuccef^jand . 
hi? txjrdrfiip's opinion of my plan will be (pen 
ia his letrer to me, No. j 7. The Americaa ■ 
fa£tioii were thunderftruck by the appearancQ. 
of that order of Council, and as tjie Adminif-» 
tration was foon after changed, the Weft India ■ 
Planters uniting with (he Americans prevailed, 
(as Mr, Atkinfon, who was their chief mana- 
ger, boated to me) with the Minifters to 
prpiiiile to revoke, or at Icaft to alter, the 
order io as to admit American veflels of a cer-^ 
^li burden tq trade to the Britilh Weft India 
iflafids, I nrientjoned what I had been told to 
Liordj Sackyiile, wJiOj as his Lordfliip after-. 
warp.Vac(juaintfd rn? and ieveral others, took, 
t^c_iyft occalion of ojceting Mr. Townflieiid' 
/now ^ra Sydney) to warn him of (he ^^ 
gefous confeqi|pnqes of (he n;e^fur? it jWa^ 
:^a, me miniftry' were ^hou^ tq wlopt/ not' "* 
onW to the' natifln hijt to ih^mJel'vtSi an4'v^e(^ 
fucn powerful arguments to difluSde' hini from 
■ it^P^rfeMiniftcfs though^ fi^ t9,$i5BfV'*»C 
pommitteq 0^ Privy CounciVtQ^^W^;*!^ 
J^pin int^uiry into the ne?effity w propriety of 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 
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complying with what was defiredby the Ame* 
ricans and Weft Indians. I was called before 
that committee and examined for three feveral 
days, and having been fovoured with a copy 
d the evidence I there gave, I have added it in 
the Appendix, No. 18. It does not become 
me to fay how far my evideoce influenced the 
committee, efpecially as Lord Sheffield's ex- 
cellent pamphlet upon the fubjefl had thca 
appeared, but I have the heartfelt fatlsfaftion 
to refleft, that the order was neither revoked 
nor altered, but on the contrary has been 
thrice renewed, and at laft converted into an 
aft of Parlianiient by that very Adminiftration 
which it was iaid had pledged themfelves 10 
refcind it ; and I have the ftill greater happinefs 
of knowing, that through its operation that 
moft valuable and efiential trade of fhip build- 
ing has revived throughput Great Brjtain, info- 
much that the Britiih tonagehas increafed full 
200,000 tons fince it was made, while the 
America fhipwrights are deferting from the 
. United States for want of employment, and all 
hopes of r^ifing a marine departing with them.* 

In 

* To deji/i from the purfiitt qf wegk or mifchie- 
yous itieufures upon receiving juft information of ihci^ 

Je: 
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■ In this puMication, as well as in the former, 
l.have been careful to withhold every paper 
which, though not ftriftly oiBciaJ, I had fub- 
taitted to the confideration of any of the King's 
confidential lervants while I was in office ; but 
there is one, which having been the ground of 
inftruftions that were never obeyedy and which, 
if they had been obeyed, would, in the judge- 
ment of all men, have prevented thofe. misfor- 
tunes and calamities which happened in the 
Carolina's and Georgia, fubfequent to the cap- 
ture of Charles- Town, which 1 think, in juf* 
ticc tothofe who gave thofe inftruSions, ought 
to be made public, and therefore I have added 
it in the Appendix, No. 19. 

From what I have faid upon the fubjeft of 
Colonifation, and the papers I have annexed 

(leftruiftive tendency, is the beft apology that can be 
made for having been deceived by artifice and mifrepre- 
fentation, and to thai merit the Minifters arc juftly in- 
titled for their conduct refpefting the BritiAi navigation 
and Colonies, though their preferver has been treated 
withdifregard. It is however 2, fufflcient confolatton 
to himtohavepoffefled the friendfliip and eftcem of as 
»ble and as good Minifters as any this country ever faw, 
and that the Britilh empire will continue to be benefited 
by his fervices until Jr ceafes to be one. 

H2 to 
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to this an<i a former publication, a part of tlitf 
plan upon which a new colony was intended 
to have been fettled, which I referred to in my 
Ittter to Mr. Pitt j may be colle<aed ; and I da 
riot think it proper tago into more particulars, 
while there is any ground to hope the ether parts 
ihay becortie objefts of confidefatioa with the 
King's fervants ; and for the fame reafoh I have 
ivithheld the publication of the Regulations I 
propofed. for Newfoundland, Quebec, and the 
Weft-India iflands ; but from the copies and 
cxtrafls of two letters from Lord Sackville to 
me upbn the fubjed of the New G(dony, 
which I hare given in the Appendix, Na 20 
and 2 1 , the approbation I faid my pkn had 
met with will be confirmed.* I have alfo 
gifcn 

* It may however be proper to give f6me a<^ount of 
the caufe of its not being*carrted into execution, efpe- 
ciaJly as all the fubjeftsof the Britifh empire wiU there' 
by receive a frefh proD^ in addition to the many they 
are already poffeffed of, how grtfit tUeif happineii is, 
and how firm their fecurity for their lives and pro? 
pertics, when A Chief Seat of Public Juflice is filled by ^ 
Magiftrate who is fo fcrupuloufly obferVuit of the i^- 
crednefs of charter rights, that he would 'dot fuffer 
them in the leaJl to be infringed, even in the calc of the 
revolted fubjc£ts of the MaQachufAs Bay. 

The country where it was propoied to ' eftiU>tifh the 

Colony of New Ireland is known by the name of the 

Frovirtce 
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given an extract of another letter of hi9 
Lordlhip's, in proof of what I had ftated 
to Lord Shelburae, tliat it was his Lord- 
fliip's intention to eftaWifli a poft on the 
Che&peak, as I underAaad feme doubts ard 
entert^oed of the. truth .of that reprelenta- 
tion. The latter part of that letter does not 
indeed relate to that fubjed, but it contains ex- 
preiSons fo very honourable and flattering to 
myftlf, that I could not prevail upon my vani- 
ty to leave them out ; and as a iarther teftimo- 
ny of his Lordlhip's goodnefs to me, I have 

Province of Main. It It included in the ancient char- 
ter of the Maflachufets Bay, but the General Courts of 
that Province were reftrained by the charter from mak- 
ing any grants of the lands Without the coAfent of the 
Crown, which having been generally refufed, few fet- 
tlements had been made to the eaft of the river Kenne-' 
beck, and none to the eaft of Penobfcott. By the lat- 
ter river therefore, and the St. Croix, th^ weftem 
boundary of Nova Scotia was the new Province to 
have been bounded, and as thete Were ao inhabitants, 
hor any lands granted to individuals, the making zfet-' 
xlement there, after we had taken poflellton of the poft 
at Penobfcott, did not appe^ir to the MiniAers fo great 
an a£l of violence as to prevent them from entertaining 
the purpofe, until the Attorney General, now Lord 
Loughborough, refufed his concurrence, becaufe of the 
lands being included in the MalTachufets Bay Charter. 

J added 
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added a copy at another lettef alfo/ tvliicji his 
Lordfllip writ td mc upon the occafion of a pc- 
ciminry misfortune which had happened to md 
at a time when I was much indiipoleii, and lit' 
tk able to fupport it after the odier grievous 
ioSes i had fuftained. For although his Lord- 
fllip may not be allowed to havC been a inte 
prophet, the benevolence that di^ilated the pre- 
di^^ion^ will always do honoul" to i>is heart, 
and h6 gratefully remembered b^ mine. 

That 1 might not increaie the fize of this 
volume beyond the induftry of thofe for whofe 
pferufal it is intended, I fiiall referve the ob- 
lervations I haVe to make upon the appUca* 
tion for an alteration in the Conftitution of 
Quebec, for the Introduftion to the new edi- 
tion of my pamphlet in defence of the prefent 
bill, which is preparing for the prefs, though 
I doubt not the judicious reader will apply 
much of what I have already faid to that fub- 
je6l, and difcover in it abundant reafons for 
withftanding any alteration in the Cortftitutioii 
of that Province as eftabliflied by chat bill. 

,P, S. Since the preceding fheets were writ- 
ten, I hav? feen Sir John Dalrymplc's lecond 
volume 
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volume of Memoirs of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, in which he has given a plan for the at- 
tack of the Spaniih dominions on the weft fide 
of America, that had been prefented to Lord 
George Germaine ; and left it might be fup- 
pofed from that publication that it was notpro-r 
perly attended to, I will talvC upon me to af- 
fure Sir John and the public, that whoever can 
obtain leave to read over his Lordihip's lecret 
correfpondence with Governor Dalling at Jamai- 
ca, and Governor Robertfon atNew York, will 
find fufBcient information to fatisfy him, that 
the object of that plan was fo far from being 
treated with ncgleiS, that it was comprehended 
ill one of much greater esftent, and which Go- 
vernor E)alling conceived fo highly of, and wa? 
fo fanguine in his expeftation of its fuccefs, 
that he laid in a plaim to be appointed the King 
of England's firft Viceroy of Peru and Mexico. 
How it happened to fail will, I hope, become 
pjje djiy the object of Pariiapieatary enq.uiry. 



APPEN- 
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Net 

^troS of a Pamphlet publijbed in 1775, intt' 
tkJy " The Claim of the Colonies to Ex- 
^* ertiption frtMn Taxes impoled by Autho- 
" rity of Parliament^ examined, page 27." 

TTAViNG now faid what I thought ne- 
■*■ ■* ceflary in ifiippoirt of my opinion of the 
rig^t of Parliament to a complete juril<li£tion 
over the Colonies, and the advantage of it to 
the people in America, I fliall* in juftice to my 
fellow fuljefts in that Country, ftate the cir- 
cumftanCes wherein their cafe differs from that 
of tfie non-ele£lors in Great-Britain, and of- 
fer Come reafons, why, in my humble apprc- 
henlion, the Parliament ftiould, in the cxercife 
B of 
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of its 'power of impofing taxes upcm both, be 
more tender in its proceedings vdien the Cok>- 
nies are the obje£ls of thens, than when it is 
the people of Great Britain. 

One material difference in favour of the non- 
eleftors in Great Britain, is the fixed landed 
property which every member of Parliament 
muft have within the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, for as all taxes do ultimately alfe£li the 
land-owner, the non-ele£tors from thi? cir- 
cumftancc derive a fecurity that the members 
of Parliament will be careful noC to £ax then:^ 
immoderately or unnecefl&rily, as they would 
therebyburdenthemfelvesalfo, Bvtnomcmbef 
of Parliament, as fuch, gan be immediately w 
ultimately affeded by any tax he i^ipofes en 
the people in the Colonies, on the coMrary, his 
own property muft be eafed thereby. Ano^ 
ther circumftance of lecurity which the hob-; 
electors in Great Britain have, and wbi^h: the 
fubjcdts in the Colonies do not flwre in, is* 
that the juftice of ParUanjpnt w«)u}fl.notiru& 
fer any tax to be impofed oo them vi'hich. 
would not alfo affe6l thoife of the ,peo|de;who 
have the right of elefting die mei^bers of Pai> 
ment, -and as the duration of F^liament is 
limited. 
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Mmited, the members will be always careful 
not to lay any burdens on their eleftors, which 
may be thought either fo heavy or fo injudici- 
ous as to provoke their refentment, and there^. 
by dire£t their choice tp other gentlemen at 
the next general election. 

But if we fhould even fuppofe the ParUa- 
ment could be lb unjuft, and fo partial to their 
own members and their particular conftituents, 
as to devife a tax which Ihould be paid only by 
thofe of the people of Great Britain, who were 
neither members of Parliament or had a right 
of voting for a member, yet ftill the non^ 
elefiow would have a fecurity againft the ex- 
cefiive weight of fuch a tax which the Colo- 
nies have not, which is, that the members of 
Parliament and their eleftors muft be relatively 
afftfted by it. I will fuppole an exceffive 
tax to be impofed on the merchants of London, 
or the maiiufeftureps of Birmingham, what 
would be the confequenee ? The picrchants 
would prdfently retnave from the one place, 
and the tmnu&£tUK^s from the other, and 
theil'What would become trf the freeholders and 
ownters of land and houfes in and near thofe 
places ? But the induftrious North Americans 
B 2 an4 
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and the (^ulent Weft lodlaoyimay liavffi that 
properties taxed^ and no individual in Ciccal 
Britain parucipate with them in the burden. 
On the contrary, the mombecs; of Parl^m6nt 
tvonld make their court to their cailUtuciatq 
moft effeftually, by multiplying taxes upwi 
the fubjefts in thofe Colonies, and lefieniiig 
thofe impofed upon them. Thefe jfurely are 
cogent reafons for a peculiar tendernefs to bo 
obferved in laying taxes upon the Ct^oies^ 
and that rules and orders which mig^t be pro- 
per to be observed with regard to the people 
of England, fliould be relaxed of th^ (Irid- 
nefs in behalf o£ the fubjeds in America^ 
I confefs with all due deference for tlwfe whQ 
thought otherwife, I could have wifti^d to hiye 
feen, upon this firft inftance of Parliament's 
impoling an internal tax upon the Cdonies ibr 
the fingle purpofe of the revenue* a precedent 
eftabliftied of which the Colonies migiht avail 
themfelves on any fuch future occs{ipn» and 
it is but juftice to the gentleman at theibosi 
of t|ie Exchequer to inform yon, tbat'H 
was not owing to him that fuch a preced^C 
was not made. As lhaveextraiflod anstooow^ 
o£ the whole traniadion, from, the .letters 
wrkten by oneof |he agents to his OfWkiliCuvtf^ 

and 
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9nd can Te\y upon his veracity, I mil relate 
]t for your and my other friends fatisfadiou. 

When die Houfe of Commons had laft year '' 
totM 16 the refolution, that it might be proper 
te charge certain Stamp Duties upon the Co- 
Icffties, the agents for the Colonies on the Con- 
tinent underftanding that the refolution was 
conceived in fuoh terms, and the farther pro- 
ceedings thereon fufpended till next feffion, in 
order to give the Colonies an opportunity of 
making propofitions in compenfaiion for the 
revenue that fuch a tax might be expedled to 
produce^ and underftanding alfo, that not a 
fingle member of Parliament doubted of the 
right of Parliament to impofe a Stamp Duty, 
or any other tax upon the Colonies, thought 
it their duty to wait upon the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, to thank him for his candour 
and tendcmefs to the Colonies, and to afk his 
opinion of the fort of propolition which 
Would probably be accepted from them to 
Partiametitl That gentleman with great open- 
ndis and iffiibility told them, he had propofed 
die wflrfutioft in the terms die Parliament had 
Adopted, from a real regard and tendemefs to 
the people ia the ColiMiics, that it was highly 
reafon- 
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readable th^ (hould contribute fbauthing 
towards the charge of proteif^ing t^exshfdires, 
and in aid of the great espence Great Biuui 
put, hericlf to on their account, diftt- no tax 
ap^)eared to him To eaiy and equitabde ' afi^ a 
Stamp Duty ; and what ought partieularl; to 
recopunend it to ths Colonies, was ^ mode 
of coUefting it, which did oot require any 
number of ofiicers veiled with extcaocdinar^ 
powera of wiiering houfcs, <w in any re:^ea 
&rve to extend a fort of influence whioh ^ 
never w^ih^ to increai«. He hinted dotf ^ 
Cc^nies by agreeing to this tax, would baveit 
in their power to eftaUiih a precedent ibrlhcir 
being coafulted before any tax wj^l tmpo&doo 
tboA by Parliamc^, and He fecommended it 
to the agents to reprefent it properly to their i&t 
veraL Colonics, and to advife their refpeAive 
Counols and Aflemblies to take it under iiah 
coo^ra^on ; and if upon ' deliberation the 
Siampjputy appeared to them an ^ eligible tax, 
to ^i}4m^^ ^^^ agents .to decbre theiv^ 
probation of, it, which bwngiignified- to Par-- 
liatTteot next year, v^n the tax oame tobe 
ing^ofedi. xvould affi>rd a £brcib4e argum^t 
for tjie like proceeding in all fuch. cafes,, Ho 
tpld thero iartber, that if theColcaneEthou^c 
« any 
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any oiisef m*de bf taxation more cohvetitent 
ta them, and made any propolitloh which 
ihould carry the appearance of equal efficac/ 
with a Sump Duty, he would give it all d<H! 
coiifideration. 

The agents writ inunediatftly to iheir refpec-' 
tive Cdonies, and defired inftruSion for thdr 
diredion againft the next meeting of Patiia- 
mast. Some of the Colony aflemblies thou^t 
^e advice their agents gave them impertinent, 
aiid fijppofing that obiHnacy and flroog expret- 
fions would have the lame effeft cm die Bridfli 
Parliament, that Aey found them to have on 
Itone American Governors, inftead of 'fending 
over to their agents difcretionary inftrii<3:ions, 
they framed petitions themfelves, pofitively 
and dire^y qucftioning the authority and ju- 
rifiJiaion of Parliament over the properties erf" 
the people in the Colonies, and dirfe6^ their 
agcms' to prefent them to King, Lords, and 
Commons. Others, not all, of the aflemblies, 
lefa violent, gave inftrviftioBs to their agctits to" 
petition Parliament againft the tax, and above 
all ririn^ to perfift in their petitions oh the right 
arjfl privilege of the Colonies to be exertipt 
from iniernid taxes impoied ty Parliament, 
- , , fo 
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fo that of the whole number, riot a fiiigte Co* 
lony authorized its agent either to coa&nt td 
a Stamp Duty or to o&rany precife coraffcu&i 
tioii. Indeed two of the ColcMiies defired the 
agents to fignify their readinefs m ccaitribut« 
t&cir proportion of that duty by methods of 
their own j but when the other agents aikcd 
ihofe gentlemen, if th^y couJd undertake for 
any particular fum» they confeifed they had mJ 
authority to do fo. Such erf the agents as wert 
' left by their conftituents to a<S as their difcrci 
tion ihould direct them in oppofing this axj 
thought the beft-that eoulJ be done for rfii 
fubjedls in America, was for the agents tocn^ 
deavour at obtaining a precedent for their being 
heard in behalf of their Colonies agatafl thti 
tax, fmce their inftru£ti<Mis would not permit 
them td endeavour at eftablifhing one for their 
confent being obtained. A petition for this 
purpofe was accordingly prepared, in which ad 
expreffions tending to queftion the jurifdiSiori 
of Parliament were Inlerted. But the agents, 
who had petitions tranfmitted by their afleni'' 
blies, did not think themfelves at liberty to figii 
or prefent any other petition than thofe of 
their Colonies, and accordingly they had tlwni 
offered to the Houfe of Comtnoiis wluch wotdd 

ncs 
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potfufier thejntp'.ljeread, aswponthd opening 

of, tfiem by tlip geijit^wen whp offered them, 

ithcy were founii to contain exprijfliflns q^cf- 

.ppning the jiirif^i.aioiv of Parliam?nt. .,Thc 

■ , pptkiofl tranfmitted by pne Colony was pot in- 

(toed offered, for it was conceixedL in fuch of- 

fcnlive terms that up in^pfib^r of JP&rUament 

, ■p'oflJ4car!^'itia, 

Ffom this <^n4id account, every impardal 
. man mull jay it tp th? charge of the Colonies 
fhat.:^ precedent in fevour of the fubjeils in 
America was not obtained upon this occaiion, 
and fliould a tax upon the Colqpies be propo- 
sed hdieafcer and qarried into oSeQ. the ianie 
> . 3«ffion, the Colonies pould fcarc^y co^p]^ of 
, a hardihip, as it rmght '\vith ju&ce ije faid to 
, ,|hein, t^^twl^en the Parliament did (^Y^ them 
,i .?n opportunity of trai^iinittirig thejr fq^itiments, 
. , inftead of receiving from them ^ny . information i 
-pfjtheir circiyniUnces, they had heard nothing 
but impeachments of the ju;;ifdi£tiou of P^lia^ 
...pient .over. then?,. , 

■ rlhave howewr ^ g«^ an opinion of the 
i temper and moderation of the Parliament, and 
fuch <;oniideuc& in the caadqr and paternal re-; 
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gard which lome gentlemen bear to the Colo*" 
nies that I have no appreheiifions, advantage 
will be taken of the frowardnefs of their legi-^ 
timate ofFspring, but that their dealings t(K 
wards them will be like thofe of parents ta 
their truant children, not rigoroufly juft, but 
forbearing and afFe^flionate. I hope to fee this, 
or fome future feffion of Parliament, clofe with 
fome refolution which fhall carry univerfal fa- 
tisfaftion to the fubjefts in the Colonies. I 
hope to fee it declared, that no tax ought to be 
impolcd upon the Colonies the fame year ir^ 
which it is propoled in ParUament, that the 
reprefcntatious of' the Colonies tranfmitted tp 
their agents, ought to be received before fuch 
tax is impofed, and that the revenue arifing 
from fuch tax fhould not be applied to any oc- 
cafional exigence, but fiiould only be appro- 
priated for the general fecurity and proteftiotj 
of America. I flatter mylelf fomething to this 
purpofe will be done, not only for the fake of 
the Colonies, but for a reafon which will pro- 
. bably occur to a Britiih MenSber of Parliament, 
and with which he rauft be mdre deeply af- 
feaed. 
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. It is one of the many advantages attending 
Ihe democratic part of the Britifli Conftitution, 
that in dmes of public danger or difficult/ no 
man <^an cotttinue in the Adminiftrauon who 
^s Aat AhUky to condud the aiiairs oi Go- 
veriimeSlt In fufih a manner aa will heir die 
ftriifleA examination. The greateil ditHc'ul- 
ty incident to a minifter in times of public 
tranquillity is the rolfing the fupplies for the 
year, and his overcoming that difficulty ^ith 
reputation is a goot) teft of his abilities to ferve 
the nation. But if taxes upon the Colonies 
hiay be propofed and laid the fame leiSon, it 
will require no great talents to qualify any 
-Member of Parliament for Chancellor of the 
.JExchcquer* At every pinch or occafional exi_ 
gence, when the landed gendemen are to be 
cafed, or the trading people flattered, a new tax 
upon the Colonies will be the means propofed, 
and it will have one great advantage over any tax 
laid in Great Britain, a moft material one to an 
incapable Minifter, that the probable produce of 
it cannot be known to many genttemoi, and 
therefore however infufficient it may really be 
for the purpofes for which it is laid, yet the 
Minifter cfcapes repreheafion for that year, and 
the mtbn may be deeply injured through his 

l*OXFOftov) 
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incapacity before the next mectiAg of PaflU' 
mcnt. That every gentleman who wifees weH 
to his country may convince himfelf thefc con'- 
fiderations merit his attention, he will have 
only to refleft, that had a tax upon the Colo- 
nies been propofed inftead of the late addition 
nal duty upon cyder, perhaps Great Britain 
Would not now have the happinefs of feeing 
ihe moft able, upright, and vigilant Chancellcff 
of the Exchequer that ever ferved her fince the 
days of Sir Robert Walpole. 

No. It. 

Copy of a Letter from the Right Han. CtEct* 
Grenville, to Mr. Knox, dated ffotton, 
&/»/. 4, 1768* 

Dear Sir* 
1 A M very glad to Hear that you have almoft 
got through the tedious bufinefs of corredtng 
thej)refs,- and that I Ihall foon have the plea- 
fure of ieeingyour performance upon the ftate 
of the nation coipplete' 

ThcaeCoun^s from Am^iCa Continue ■dni- 

fcnrmiy this feme, notwtthiknding which it '» 

much 
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fanch doiibted whether any rfieafure Has beeii 
br will be formed upon that important fubjea 
till the meeting 6f the I*arliament, iipoii whoni 
tlie whole 1 fuppofe will be thrown. Have you 
tead Mr. I*ownaU*s new edition or the Admi-^ 
hiftration of the Colonies which he hag addrefi 
fed to me ? though, as heVery truly fays, wh 
differ widely in our opinions, particularly as 
to the doftrine which he endeavours to efta- 
blifh of a different mode of obedience hetweert 
;^he fubjefts within this kingdom, and tbofe 
'without it. A doftrine very dangerous in its 
confequenfces, and which has liot the leart: 
foundation in our Conftitutibn, nor do I thintd 
that the Colonies incorporated in the times of 
king James t. and King Charles I. and II. 
ftand upon the fame footing with the counties 
Palatine of Chefter and Durham, or that our 
Kings have a right to create fuch independent 
principalities, or to exempt them from any part 
of the jUrifdiflion of the fiiprertie legiflature^ 
whatever might be the cafe of a newly ^ac- 
quired kingdom under William the Conquer 
ror, notwith {landing which it apfwars from thft ' 
preamble to the Afls of Parliament granting 
the right to fend Membefs to Parliartieht to 
Cheftef and Durham, that in fea they had 
been 
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beed boiitld by all the laws paflei} in tlie ^w- 
gUfli Parliament, and particularly thofe of taxa« 
tioii, although the coatraty is sHerted in th£ 
petition cited to have been preieuted to King 
Henry VI. in Mr* PownaU*s treatife. Wbtthef 
it would not he juji and reafonable to grant to 
the Colonies Members of Parliament upon their 
petition to Parliament^ for that purpofe, in Hie 
manner as was done in the cafes of Cbejer and 
Durhanty is another quejlion which^ whenrOef 
fuch an application fiall be fr^srly made, wHlt 
iupe be cunfJered with every fa^outaUe dij^jt- 
iien which their ftuation requires or will admit of 
I am, Dear Sir* 

Your moft faithful 
bumble fefvaiitj 
G.G RENVILLE. 

No. lit 

IFottoHy Jug. 15, 1 7 61 
t)ear Sir, 

i AM Very forry that I am prevented from 
leeing you, and talking with you upon the 
fubjeft of your letter of the 9th of this nloDih, 
but I lincerely hope that the caufe of it will 
be produdive to you of all the happinefs you 
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can wifli. All my books and papers from 
■which I could colleia any materials relative to 
the queftion of taxing America are in town ; 
the utmoft, therefore, which I can do will be 
to throw out fuch general anfwprs as occur to 
me to the queftions you a^k. 

{^fbefe anfvaers are incorporated m my Re- . 
vie^v of the American Controvert, and make 
the fubjiance of the arguments contained in it^ 
from^ge 67 iopt^e 86 inclujive, and therefor^ 
f omit fhetn bfr^,'] 

I have long fince writ feveral letters to iacM 
of my friends in America, to the fame efFed 
as the words which you have marked in th# 
copy qS my letter to you, declaring, that I 
could never give up the fovereignty and riglw 
of taxation- which the King and Parliament 
pf Great Britain have over the Colonies : but 
that I could not go fo far as Lord Chatham 
did by his folemn declaration in full Parlia- 
ment, in bis fpeech for repealing the Stamp 
Aft, ** that if the Americans fhould manufec- 
*' ture a leek of wool, or a horfe fiioe, be 
*< would fill their poets \wth ihips, and .theix) 
ii cown^ with troop$ f* that fuch d. meaiure; 
- a carried 
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parried to fuch an extent, would in my opit 
nion be the higheft degree of violence and op-i 
preffion, which I declared in the Houfe both 
wheq thcU fpee^h was made and oftentimes 
fince ; and that 1 defired, fof the ^e bpth of 
riie Moclier Country and of its Colonies, tq 
turn their thoughts to Agriculture, and by 
that meaiU tQ prevent their interfering with 
Qreat Britain in h^r manufactures, which I 
fhought would he greatly prejudicial to both. 
That the wifeft and moft effeftual method of 
jccwnplifhing this would be to give all poffi-i 
ble encouragement to the importation of th?ir 
raw materials from the Colonies i^tq Gjpeat 
Britain, which WQultl enable the .^^encaris to 
pay in th^ manner for a coqfiderahle part of 
the manufaftures which they would take frora 
hence, and would at the f^me time prevent 
that great talance of trade which is againA us 
upon account of thofearticles with foreign couqt 
tries, and particularly with thofc qf the north. 
That 'with this view I h^d pn^fod feveral 
bounties upon thofe commodities brought from 
our Colonies when I was in the Treafury, 
which Parliament had adopted, and that I 
Should be glad to fee that meafure extended 
farijier till the objeft could be attained. That 
whoi 
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whoever brought private paffions into public 
bufinefs was unfit to fee concerned in it; that 
for my own part, if I had any upon this occa- 
fion, I fliould think every tie of duty called 
upon me to iacrifice them ; but that I really 
felt none againft the English fubjeds in Ame- 
rica, becaufe I was fully fenfible that there 
was no pan of Great Britain, nor of any other 
country, who under the fame circumftance^, 
and with the fame encouragement, would not 
have behaved pretty much in the fame man- 
ner ; that therefore, whenever I ftiould fee the 
tide turn here, if it (hould run ipto any ex- 
travagance or unneceflary violence, whicl> 
might probably be the cale from refentment 
againft the Colonies, I Ihould be as much an 
enemy to fuch a Ipirit as I had been to th^ 
f ontrary ej^trem^, 

You prefled me fb ftrongly to write to you 
ray thoughts upon thefe fubjefts that I would 
not refufe it, and I have done it much more 
at length than I intended, which is the necef- 
iary confcquence of doing it hafttly and rough- 
ly ; but as' that is the cafe, I truft to your dii^ 
cretion, that you will on no account make any 
public ufe. of it in my name. If any of the 
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arguments or fefts ftrikc you, they are zX yo(i# 
fervicc, provided yxm vfe them only a$ your* 
own, and as fuch you may change o^omit 
rfiem in the Tyhole or Ui pan, Juft as yoi^ 
pleafc 

I am, &c. 

GEO. GRENVILLB, 

No. IV. 

Wooltott, j^ug. 28, 176^, 

Dear Sir, 

THE account which you gave to pae in your, 
letter of the 33d of this month, of the late 
trania^ons 2.t Boftpn, leems fo natural % con- 
fequence of the meafures taken in Great Bri- 
tain, and the ftate and temper of the Govern- 
ment here, that whatever degree of concent 
it may give me, I cannot feel the leaft fur-i 
prize at it. If the eyes of thofe who are 
moft iiiterefted in this moft ynhappy iituation, 
had been iboner opened to the moft obvious 
truths, many milchiefs might have been pre- 
vented; if the authentic proofs which they 
have now received of what has happened, is 

not 
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hot fufficierit to convince them, I will venture 
to foretei without a fpirit of prophecy, greater 
calatj^iet willy when it is too iate, rouje them 
and the whole kingdom from * the lethargy, as 
to all public meafuresj into which they have 
Seen phnged. / have lot^ feared that the 
condu£i holden in Great Britain, would en- 
courage ahd delude the JubjeEls of America, 
till they would come to extremities of one 
kind, which would too probably end in extre- 
mities on the other fide, I may appeal to you 
as a private man, and as a Member of Par- 
liament, to my public declarations, that my 
opmions upon this iut^efl; have ever been 
uniformly the fame. Tlvsy will ftill continue 
to be ioy until I fee much better reafqns for 
changing them, than any which I have yet 
heard. What profpeft there can now be that 
they will be attended with fuccefs, I cannot 
pretend to anfiver; but if there is no plan 
formed upon the found principles of this con- 
ftitutiouf fupported both by.firmnefs and tem- 
per, I can anfwer, that rto good fuccefs in 
the prfefent difficult fituation, can arife from 
one defultory meafure after another. The rjjh 
fpcft and affeftion of its fubjefts is the bafis 
Oft which every wife Government muft be 
£> 2 founded; 
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fouhded ; but if that foundation has btffen one* 
overturned, it is not the work of a day to 
temper the materialsj fo as to unite and re- 
build them, efpeeially if 'the workmen fliall 
be daily changed, and each work by a dif- 
ferent rule and line from that of his prede- 
ceflbr. 

I am, &c. 

GEO. GRENVILLti* 

N6.V.' 

JVooUortj September 15, 1765. 

Dear Sir j 

I HAVE confidered your letter of ttie 7th 
of this month with great attention, and ihe 
reafons you therein affign for adopting the 
plan of a requifition to be made of a certain 
fum upon each of the Colonies, and upotf 
that fum being raifed by them, d declaration, 
that all the prefent taxes impofed by the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, ihall be repealed and 
no more im'pofed by them, except in cafe of 
refufal of any Colony to furnifh its contingent. 
I agree with you in thinking, that it will be, 
extremely 
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extremely difficult, if not imprafticable, for the 
Colonies to apportion a certain fum by a con- 
vention of deputies from e^h Colony. They 
would, therefore, never do it, and the con- 
vention of deputies would quarrel, which 
would probably be attended \vith very bad 
confoquences, both to themfelves and to us, , 
befidcs.the novelty of fuch an aflembly. The 
difficulty of affeffing the ipecific fuma on each. 
Colony would then fall upon the Parliament, 
(for God forbid that we fliould ever give that 
power to the King without a Parliament) and 
as the various circumftances of the Colonies 
would render it extremely difficult, if not im- 
poflible, to eftabliih any permanent rate for 
the feveral quotas, the confequence would be 
that none would be eftabliflied, and no man 
would think it worth while to make a quarrel 
with the Colonies for a fum of money ; and 
when the right of taxation, and confequently 
that of fbvereignty, from which it ever has 
been and ever muft be infeparable, has in 
ciFeft and in reality been furrendered. ' ' 

I am, &c. 

GEO, GRENVILLE. 

No. 
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No. Vh 
U^oc/fon, 'Se^ttmlfer 19, ij^'ii 
Dear Sir, 

* I DO not fee the leaft appearance of any* 
change in the difiwfition of the peopfej or of 
tile aflemblies in North America, nor is it, in- 
deed, probable^ that there ihould be any in 
^e prefent fituation^ Various repMts ar^ 
every day prt^agated of the intentions erf' Go-i 
Teniment, from whence I ftould think, thac 
no plan is yet fettled in this kingdom, whilA 
a regrilar fyftem is fteadily purfued in the Co-' 
lonies. We fhall foon fee whether this 19 
true, and I heartily wi(h it nay be fonnd 
otherwife, in the niKin time to deceive oar- 
fclves, or to endeavour to deceive the public 
upon this important fubjeft, is the wcakcft as 
well as the moft fatal meafure which can be 
puij^ifd. 

I am, &c. 

GEO. GRENVILLE. 

No. 
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No. VII. 

fVoohan, 0£I. 9, 1768,. 
Dear Sjr, 

I HAVE read over the Papers * whifch you 
icnt to me, together with your letter of" the 
?ith of this month, with the greateft plea- 
fure. They are written with fo much tem- 
per ^d fqrce, with £0 much knowledge and 
preciiion, that I am perfuaded they will do 
you great honour, if ever you fliall think fit 
fo avow yourfelf as the author of them. The 
general opinions laid down in them, corre- 
spond fo much with my declared opinions, and 
are fo favouraUc to the public meafures I have 
purfued, that to exprefs my approbation of 
jliem to you, who zvt fa perfeSify acquainted 
wiih them hotht muft be unnecefficy ; I wiU^ 
therefore, only return you my fincerc thanks» 
both as a puWic man and as a mere individual, 
for having put them in fo clear and advantage- 
pus a light; I have not been able to examine 
^11 the particulars contained in them, with that 

* The State of the Nation. 
^ "attention 
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Bttcntion which I will give to them, and v/hicU 
they fo well defcrve. There are fome few 
little inaccuracies, poflibly owing to errors 
in the prefsj lyhiclj I will mention to yoi^ 
when we' meet in town ; in the mean time, 
I rejoice to hear, that a work of this naticmal 
importaijce, and of this great extent and com- 
pals, is likely to I^e 3? univerially circulated 
is it deferves, and J qm perfumed ^s univer- 
ially approved. 

I am, &c. 

QEO. QRE]S[Vl^IiE; 

No. vur. 

Dear Sir, 
BY a letter which I rec^ved lately fron^ 
America, I am info^^led^ tha,t the demands oC 
our Colonifls rife in proportion- to the ac- 
counts they receive from henc?.Tr-I give the 
more credit to this information, not only as, 
it comes from a very intelligent mari, and o( 
rank in the King's fervice, but alfo as it comes 
from one who was of a contrary opinion, and 
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ijiought that the Ipirit which bath been fo 
•carefully nurfed up from hence was on the 
tjic decline-^God grant that the difficulties 
which daily augment and cncompafs us on 
every fide, may not become too great, not 
only for d»e Adminiftration, but for the King 
^d Idngdopa to furmount. 

I zaij &c. 
GEO. GRENVILLE. 

No. IX. 

Woo/ton, Jamtar^ ii, 1769, ' 

Dear Sir, 
I AM very glad to find by your letter of the 
5th of this month' which I received laft nig^t, 
that yoy have almoft fimflied what you are 
about *. As to the queftion which you aflt 
me, whether it is fafe to blame the proceedings 
of the late or any former Houfc pf Commons, 
it has been agitated in debate dupng the pre- 
fent fefiions, ^nd it was urged, that in the 
cafe of any virulent or outrageous abufe of the 
former Houfe of Commons, the fubfequeni; 

• The Review of the Amerisaa Contfoverf y^ 

^ ^ HoHfo 
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Houfe of Commons might cenfure it. This 
was ftrongly denied by many, and there it. 
was left ; but I imagine, that thole who fujn 
ported that do£lrine, meant to confine that 
cenfure to inftances of grofs and fcandalous 
abufe, for if it be true that the proceedings of 
former Parliaments arc not to be queftionedj, 
nor the condufl of former Kir^gs to be blamed, 
tecaufe there might be a libel upon a dead King 
as well as a living one, (which, if I am notmiA 
taken, was the doftrine laid down by the prefent 
hord Chancellor * when Attorney General, in 
the caufe of Dr. Shebbearc) it muft follow, 
that it will be utterly impoflible to write any 
hiftory except a panygeric out of the Gazette, 
though it will certainly be fafer, and I thinl; 
mOTC cffeitual, to canvas the condud and cha- 
racter of a late Parliament or King, in decent 
and temperate language i at the lame time 
that the fa(Ss and inferences are ftated and 
drawn with the utmoft freedbiR. — This rigb| 
is eflentiai in the moft limited idea of the li- 
berty of die prefs, and I imagine will fcarcely 
be qucftioned at prefect. The other queftioa 
whicfc you aft is, whether a man may with« 
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1>UE of^nqe, exprcfa the juft expeflations of 
the fubjeft from the prefent Houfe of Com- 
hions, that they will hy their condud reftore 
the inking authority of Parliament, inquire 
into paft miftonduit, and puniih thofe who 
diipute their right, and foment refiftance to 
the laws. This queftion fcems to me to ad- 
hiit of no doubt, for I take it for granted, 
that it cannot be a crime to write that which 
tvery fubjed has a right in decent and re« 
Jpedful terms to petition the Parliament to do ; 
tmd no man, I think, can deny that all thefc 
are real and icrious grievances both upon the 
King and his peofde. Though I have an- 
fwered both your queftions in general, you 
Will fee that the application erf" that anfwer 
will neceffarily depmd upon the particular ex- 
preffiona, which, without feeing the whole, 
it is impoffiUe to give any cqiinion about. I 
have heard not a word of what you mention 
ai news in your ktter of the iecond cf this 
month, except, thai all my liters from lx>n- 
don agree in the Cune reprefentation of the un- 
settled and unhappy {late of things, and of 
the divifions which prevail. You are fa fully 
apprized of my ^-^leral fentiments, that it is 
unnecei^^ry. for me to repeat them, afid if I 
£3 un- 
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^d, t itiouM not finifh this letter foon ehotlgh 
for the poft ; I will, therefore, only add, thelt 
I ihdl be in town on the 19th in the morning, 
\)dng the day fixed for the meeting of the 
Houf& 

taiA, Sec • 
<5EO. GRENVlLLEt 

No-X. 

Charletott, July 19, iyy<i4 
Dear Sif, 
I DID not receive your letter of the 6th of" 
tills month, until this morning, which was, 
cccalioned by its bang dire&ed to me . near 
Aileibury, inftead of near Tame in Oxford- 
fiiitt, Ttfhich is our poft town, and by its not 
finding me at home, in confequence of which, 
it was fent after me to this place, where I 
have been this week upon a vifit to Lord Suf- 
folk, If I had received it in time, I ihould 
not have delayed till now to hare acknowled- 
ged it, and to have wiflied you joy of the 
fituation in which you have engaged. I am 
Teiy fenfible of the obliging expreffions con- 
taiaed in it with regard to myielf, and fliould 

have 
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have been truly lorry if any confi^cratlon, re^ 
lative to me alone, had prevented you froth 
accepting an offer, which you thou^t ad- 
vantageous and honourable to you, and which 
I am perfuaded, no man is more able or morcf 
Willing to difcharge, with induilry and fidelity 
towards the King and his people, in the pre- 
fent diftrafted ftate df afiairs iri Americd. I 
Ihall lee with real (ileaiiire, any meafure taken, 
which msiy contribute to th&t grcdt objcfiij th6 
inaportance and conlequences of which are» 
I fear, not yet fufficiently felt, and therefore, 
I t(Ad you, when I fow you, I dcfpaired of 
any thing being done, in which opinion I am 
ftill more confirmed by the accounts which I 
have lately received from London. I atti 
much obliged to Lord HilHboroUgh, for the 
jufticc which you fay he docs to me, and 
which I fliall be always defirous and ready to 
return. I Ihall leave this place to-morrow, 
and Ihall get to Woolton, I Very finccrely 
with you more comfort and latisfa£lion than 
my own mind can promife to any man, who 
is to fail in the prefent ftormy weather, with- 
out a compafs to guide him in the troubled 

fea. 
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fei^ ul wdich you arc embacketJ, and am, veiy 
truly, dear Sir, 

Your moil ^thfut and obedient iervantj 
GEO* GRENVILLE. 

No. XL 

ProjeSi of a permanent Union and S£ttlemint 
with the ColomeSi. 
THE cement that unites th^ Colonies 
againd Great Britain, is their Common aver- 
fion to taxation by Parliament. State chicaiw! 
or lawyers craft wiU not do with the GolMiies, 
they have lofl all confidence in the integrity 
of Parliament, and until confidence is re- 
ilored, treaty is impoHible. Parliament muft- 
therefore endeavour to beget confidence \iif 
putting it out of its own power to deceive* 
The iixie by which the exercife of its aij* 
thority in point of taxation ovcf the Golo* 
nies is to be limited, muft be clearly drawp 
and defined in an a£t of Parliament, and the 
conditions to which the Colonies afe to Tub- 
mit fully espreffed. The Colonies have fl 
right to this, for their condition is not finii}^ 
to, that of a foreign ftate treating with us* 
Whatever be the terms we may give theni, 
they 
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rtity can have no ftcurity for our adherence^ 

but our own good feith ; ibr if they return to 

their allegiance upon any terms, they will put 

Aemfeh^s wholly in our power, and cannot 

compel the performance of the treaty, whereas 

a foreign State after a treaty is in the fame 

condition as before, and equally capable of 

Corapetling a performance of the terms. Wo 

ought to treat with the Colonies in the iamo 

jtianner as a man treats wjth a woman he in^^- 

Jends to marry : it is but fit he ihould declare 

what her condition is to be when flie becomes 

his wife before ihe marries, for when fhe is 

married ftie cannot alter it. The Colonies 

know their , ftreqgth confifts in their imiw), 

juad that union is not likely to fubiift if they 

come to treat. They cannot, therefore, be 

blamed for ^voiding a treaty fo long as thej 

pre in doubt what terms will be offered. They 

pannot, indeed, compel us to the performancQ 

of any terms when they have once fulanitted, 

but they may juftly think, that to whatever 

•erms the pubKc feith (hall be folemnly 

pledged in an ai£l of Parliament as a prelimi-. 

ftxpy to a treaty, the honour and probity of the 

Eagli& fiation will compel an adherence on 

Impart of Govemm^it. It being our interefl; 

£ to 
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to bring the Colonies to treaty- we oug^t to take 
die pains to rcnpove their objedions to treats 
ing, and this I apprehend would be done, if 
an a£t were paffed to (hp purport ^d eS^ 
fcllQwiflg; viz, 

^^hereas it is bodi j\ift and reaTonable. ^t 
all Britifli fubjefls who partake of the advan- 
t9^ of tbis free Ccyiflitution, ihould contrii 
biicc in proportion to their atslity to the puU 
lie charge nece0arily inpurrc^ for the general 
fefety ai^d happiiitfs. 

And whereas the charge of maint^nmg a 
fieec and army, and providing ordnance, and 
military ftorcs, together witi^ the expaioe of 
jtich parts of the civil Adnuuiilrati^n. a& 
equally refpeft the whole empire, has amount- 
ed in times of peace to ttte fum of four nuK 
£ons, exduiive of the eili^blifluneuts. maiaCiia^ 
cd by Ireland- 

And whereas the number of inhabitants in 
Great Britain is computed to amount to eight 
millions, and the number of inhatritants in tho 
Britilh provinces on the coaft of the Atlantic 
in North America, is ?omput?d to a^ipuot ta 

tveQ 
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twd millions and an half, and therefore die 
Juft proportion of the aforelaid fum of four 
jnillions to be contributed by the laid pro- 
vinces, appears to be 5-i6th3, or 1,250,000, 
more eipecially, as befides the fum of a, 750,000 
which would ftill remain to be raifed by the 
inhattttants of Great Britain as their proportioii 
of the aforefaid fum of four millions, . the 
faid itihabitaiits muft contmv&-l;o be charged 
with the whole public debt, the principal of 
which amounts to , and the an- 

nual charge for the intereft thereof, amounts 
10 nearly the futn of , although 

great part of the faid debt was incurred in 
carrying on the two laft wars, the chief ob- 
jefts of which were the defence and protcflion 
of the Britiih provinces in America, and the 
fecurity of their commerce. Neverthelcfs, as 
it has ever been the defire of Parliament to 
promote the profjjerity and happinefs of the 
inhabitant's of the faid provinces in common 
with that of their fellow fubjefls in Great 
Britain^ and becaufe very great advantages are 
derived to the inhabitants of Great Britain from 
thdr exclufive commerce with the iaJd pro- 
vinces, which commerqe it is intended fhall 
always remain confmed - to Great Britain as 

F ' h«»- 
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heretofore, or carried on under fuch regtlli* 
tious and reftraints as Parliament fhall impofe } 
therefore, inflead of the aforementioned funi 
of 1,250,000, witii which the faid provinces 
might in juftice be charged as their fair pro- 
portion of the fum of four millions which ap- 
pears to be the amount of the ordinary cx- 
pences of Government in times of peace, ex- 
clufive of the charge for intcreft of the public 
debt, it is propofed that the fum to be contri- 
buted by the provinces ftiall be no more than 
■eight per cent, of the rated value of all com- 
modities exported from the lame in eveiy year. 
The amount of which contribution, according 
to the rated value of the exports from all the 
faid provinces in the higheft years in times 
part, cannot be computed to exceed the fum 
of 300,000 per annum for feveral years to 
come, which is not i-i^th part of the afore* 
^d charge of four millions, and cannot in- 
create but with the proiperi^ and riches <^ 
tach province^ Wherefore bo it enafted, that 
when the General Court or General Aflembly 
of any of the provinces aforelaid ftiall pafs an 
aft or a£ts, and the fimfe fhall be approved by 
his Majefty, his heirs and fuccelTors, for ral- 
finj a fum of money equal to eight per cent. 

of 
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of tlu rated value of all the commo^ties tx\ 

ported from the faid provmce ia the year 1 763, 
to be difpofed of by Parliament ; and ihall alfp 
declare on behalf of themfelves a^d all future 
General Courts or General AflemMies, that 
they will continue to grant and raile in every 
future year, unto his Majeily, his heirs and 
fucceflbrs for ever, to be difpoied of by Par^ 
liament, fuch fum or fums of money as Oiall 
amount to eight per cent, of the rated value 
of all conunodities exported from the laid pro^ 
vince in the year next preceding refpeftively, 
1'hat then and from thenceforth, all duties and 
taxes impofed in the faid province by any z€t 
or aftsof Parliament upon any commodity iifl-. 
ported into the laid province (except fuch du- 
ties or taxes as are charged upon commodities 
of foreign growth or manufefture) ihall ceaft 
and determine. And be it further^cnafted, 
that the produce of all duties and taxes im-> 
pofed by any afl: or afts of Parliament now 
of force, upon any commodity of forei^ 
growth or manufacture imported into the faid 
province, or upon any commodity the pro^ 
duft of the faid province, exported out of the 
faid province, ihall be paid over and accountetj 
|pr to the, Geaeral Court or General Aflembly 
F^ of 
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of thd faid province. And be it further eaa^ 
ed* that the pixxluce of all duties or taxes 
which may her^ter be impofed by any aft 
or afts of Parliament upon any commodity 
imported into or exported out of the iaid pro- 
vince, fliall be paid over ai^d accounted for to 
the General Court or General Affcmbly of the 
laid province. 

But irt order tq fecur? to the public the cmi- 
flant and regular grs^it and payment of the 
contribution before mentioned, qnd that good 
and fufficient funds may be provided and 
charged %vith the payment thereof, be it for- 
thcr enaSed, that if it fliall fp happen that any 
General Court or General Aflembly of any pro- 
vince, after pafling an a£l or afts for the pur- 
ppfe aforefaid, fhall for the fpace of one whole 
year neglcft or refufe to coritinue to make 
luch grant, or to makp good any defidcncy 
of the funds afligned for the payment of 
the fum granted in any former year, that 
then and from henceforth a duty or tax of 
eight per cent, of the rated value of all comT 
modities expofte4 out of the iaid province; 
fhal| comrnence upon all cona-iiodities cx- 
|)orted out of the fame, which tax or duty; 
' Ihall 
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AmU continue to b.e charged and levied upoi^ 
all commodities exported until the General^ 
Court or General Affembly fliall make fuch 
grant and provifion* and make good fuch de- 
ficiency as aforelaid, and fliall then ceafe tp be 
levied or charged ; any thing contained in any 
fomiec »St or a£ls to the contrary notwith*- 
Aanding. And be it ferther enaded, that from 
and aiter (he pafling of fuch ad or afts as 
aforelaid, by any General Court or General 
Afietnbly of any of the afore^c^ provinces, and 
his MajeAy*s approbation thereof, die a£t of hi^ 
prefent Majefty, intitled, &c. (The Tea Aft) 
ihall hCy and is hereby declared to be repealed 
in refpedl to fuch province; any thing contain- 
^ in the faid aft tp ;he contrary notwith- 
^andin^. 

No. xn, 

Jfttterc%urfe between Great Br'ttam and the Urn- 
ted States. 

Tplw order of council for opening a trade be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States ha- 
ving only direfted, that it fliall be carried on 
Upon the fame foot as when they were confi- 
j dered 
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^red as Britifli Colonies, it is proper to in- 
quire how far that meafure is adapted to their 
prefent condition, and will ferve the purpofe 
|trf" fecuring to us die advantages of their trade. 

As Colonies, they were reftraJned from im- 
porting any foreign manufacture except from 
GreatBritain, and from exporting in moft cafes 
any of their products except to Great Britain, 
and Parliament, defirous of drawing fbme re- 
venue from them, continued part of the du- 
ties paid upon the import^t,ion of foreign ma- 
nufactures into Great Britain upon their re-ex- 
portation to the Colonies. It [alfo retained a 
part of the duties paid upon the importation of 
certain of the American products upon their 
re-exportation to fpreign couptries. TJielc du- 
ties in both cafes are continued by the order of 
Council, but it ought to have been confidered 
that the United States can now iniport all fo- 
reign manufactures direflly from the places 
where they are made without corning dirou^ 
Great Britain, and that they can «ow- fend all 
their produCts to every foragn market without 
touching here, coniequently thefe d.uries wiy 
operate a^ an obftruClioA to their coming her? 



T,Goo(^le 



t 3> i 

either to purchafe foreign goods or lell to fo-* 
reign markets ; and it being our inte'relt that 
this country fliould continue to be as it wasi 
heretofore, their common mart for all commo- 
dities, the duties which remain upon re-expor- 
tadon in both cafes ought to be taken off. "By 
the aSt of the 4th of his prefent Majefty the old 
Aibfidy duty, which is 5 per cent, of the ra- 
ted value, is retained upon all foreign goods ex- 
cept white callicoes and mulUns exported to the 
Colonies, and by the iame a A a duty of thretf" 
ihillings per piece is laid upon all French lawns: 
and cambrics. There are befides a variety of 
duties upon Eail India goods and alio upoa 
certain of our own manufefturcs exported to 
the Colonies, all of which being retained up- 
on exportation to the United States, will be an 
incitement to them to purchale them or fimilar 
goods from other countries. But to proceed 
fufely and regularly in doing this, I would re- 
commend, that orders be ferit to the commiflio- 
ners of the cuftoms and excife to report what 
duties and cxcifes are charged or remain un- 
drawn back upon foreign and Britilh goods 
exported to the Colonies. In the mean time, 
we fliould proceed without delay to take off 
the duties which remain upon the rc-cxporta* 

tioQ 
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hoii of their rice and tobacco. Tt is of vaft iid- 
portance to Great BritMo that this countiy 
fliould cdp,tinue to be the mart for both thefe 
bommodities. The rice exported from Cafo- 
iiria and GeBr^ before the war amounted to 
^bjOob tons, and the freight wag more than 
half the firft coft. Nedr 20,000 tons <tf this 
was brought td Great Britain though, not more 
than 1 500 was confumed' here and in Ireland* 
all the reft was fold to foreign agents and re- 
exported to Holland and different poits in the 
German oceaii and the Baltic Se?, and the va- 
lue remitted heret The rice being too hea- 
vy to be put between debits, the owners tooK. 
in indigo and deef ikins at a low freight to fill 
the fhip lip with, and the fame reafon will al- 
ways operate to attach thofe commodities to 
the rice, and if we have it wo fhall have them. 
The people of Carolina and Georgia will ftill 
have inducements to iend us their rice as to i. 
general mart for the north of Europe, if we do 
not by our duties force them from us, as they" 
cannot lb well know in America as here, where 
the beft price will be given, and Co nwny mig^t 
fend to the fame port, that fome markets would 
be overftocked and others without a fupply. 
Th» payment too would be more tedious and 

pre- 
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precarious, and they could not avail theinfclves 
of the credit of their fadora to procure fiipplies 
of negroes and neceflaries in the mean time. 
Our merchants iend them fupplies before their 
crops are reaped upon the credit of them, and 
they are well paid for their ^vance by a dou- 
ble Gommifnon, befides interell, on both what 
they fend and what they receive in payment. 
The duty which remains undrawn back upon 
riCe re-exported is y^d per cent, to which is 
to be added the thrice five per cent, which 
has lately been laid upon all duties ; the whole 
fliould therefore be immediately taken off by 
Aft of Parliament. 

The lame as has been ftated refpeding rice, 
may be applied to tobacco with this difference, 
that the quantity of tobacco is much larger and 
die value much greater, and confequently that 
the retaining the trade in it Is an objeft of ftill 
greater importance to our commerce and navi- 
gation than the rice ; it behoves us to lofe no 
time in this bufinefs, for as the fhips which 
carry out our goods could not bring back 
one fixth of either their rice or tobacco, they 
muft order light Ihips to come for the odier 
five fixlhs, and if they are not informed that 
G 01^ 
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our duties are taken off, they will fend to HoU 
knd for fliips, and fend their products there 
for a market ; the confequence of which will 
be, not only the lofs of freight to our Ihipping, 
but a connedion will arife between, them and 
the Dutch, who can fupply them withnegroes, 
and, when they feel the advantages of the 
commiffion, will give than credit to fccure 
their cuftom. 

No. xm. 

Intercourfe bttween the BrJli/h Colonies and tBe 
United States. 

IN the confideration of what intercourfe 
ihould be permitted between the Britilh Co- 
lonies and the United States, it is neceflary to 
include that of the regulations under which 
the trade between the Britifli Colonies in North 
America, and the .Weft Indies is carried on. 

Our Weft India ifiands draw from North 
America fupplies of falt?d beef, and pork, and 
fifh, flour, bifcuit, Indian Corn, rice, peas, live 
cattle, Iheep and horfes, naval ftores, timber 
of all denominations, generally called lumber, 
and they fend them in return, iugar, rum. 
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naolafles, coflce, at a duty of (even fhinings 
per cwt. and pimento at one penny per pound, 
and cotton free of duty. The continental Co- 
lonies are permitted to bring from the foreigti 
iflahds, Mufcovada fugar, upon paying a duty 
at importation of five (hillings per cwt. molafles 
at one penny per gallon, white fugars twenty- 
feven (hillings per cwt. coSee three pound 
per cwt. indigo fixpehceper pound. As the law 
now ftands, our Weft India iflands will have 
the preference of the confumption of our 
North American Colonies for their fugars, 
molafles, indigo, and coffee ; and the North 
American Colonies will have our Weft India 
iflands exclufively to fupply with lumber and 
provifions of American produce, and if they 
do not like the price, may carry them to the 
foreign iflands. If our North American Co- 
lonies \v"ere (ible to fupply all the wants of our 
iflands, as OLur iflands can fupply them with 
what they vroit of Weft India products, the 
line would be eafy to draw ; for it would only 
be neceflary to confine their trade reciprocally 
to each other; but our North American Colo- 
nies in their prefent ftate cannot fupply our 
iflands, and therefore the United States muft 
for the prefent be called in to their afTiftance-, 

G ?. anA 
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and the iflands muft be permitted to pay then) 
in their products. But whatever permUIionSi 
of this kind are given it Ihould be remembered,, 
that the objetft of this couintry is to exclude 
the communication of forei^ers i/uiih Qftr Co- 
lonies, and that whenever our Nwth American 
Colonics ihall be in a conditioiL to fupply our 
iflands wholly, die interference of foreigners is 
to be prevented. The intercourle, therefore, 
which it may be proper to permit between ou^ 
Colonies and the United States, Ihould not be 
a ftipulation of treaty, b^t a mere permiffion of 
indulgence without condition or equivalent. 
Our iflands can be amp)y fupplied with falted 
fifli from Newfoimdland and Nova Scotia, and 
Ireland and Scotland will continue to allift 
them with herrings. Fifti (hould therefore 
not be permitted to be brought but in Britifl^ 
veflels, and by Britilh fubjaSs from Bridfh 
ports. Salted beef can be had from Ireland, 
and falted pork alfb, though not fo cheap as 
formerly from North America ; but at prcfent 
the United States have little to fpare, fo that 
excluding them will be no material injury ta 
our iflands, and it will encourage the railing 
cattle and hogs in Nova Scotia and Canada, 
live cattle, andftieep and hogs and Ijorfes muft 

for 
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for the pre&nt be fuf&red to be brou^t fron^ 
the United States. Flour, bifcuit, Indian com, 
rice, po^toes and peas, muft likewlfe be aU 
lowed. Lumber mufl alio be allowed, undl 
Nova Scotia and Canada have provided fuf- 
ficient quantities, and to encourage them to 
do fo, the reftraint upon their exportaton to 
foreign markets ihould be taken ofi*. 

Before the war, Canada exported large 
quantities of flour and wheat, and if the 
Vermont people are encouraged to bring them 
down Lake Champlain, very confiderable fup- 
pUes may fpeedily be drawn from thence. 
Pitch, tar, and turpentine are not to be had 
from Canada or Nova Scotia, they muft, there- 
fore, be allowed to be brought from the Uni- 
ted States; and Cyprefs boards and ihingles 
from the Southern States. 

As our iljands muft be permitted to draw 
various fupplies from the United States, if 
they be not permitted to pay for them in their 
products, it will be the occafion of draining 
them of all their fpecie money, which would 
be laid out at the foreign iflands. Indeed, this 
will be a good deal the cafe, even when they 

are 
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are permitted to purchafe our produt9:s, as oat 
Planters demand higher prices than the French 
or Danes ; and the only remedy is, to confine 
the trade to our own fuljeSis and our onvn 
Colonies^ ivhenever U can properly be done. 
But to do the beft we can at prefent, the duties 
upon Britiih ifland coffee imported into our 
own Colonies in North America, Ihould be 
taken off, or otherwife, our Colonies there 
wilt fupply themfelves clandefti(iely with fo- 
reign, through the United States, who will 
haye It free of all duty. 

To encourage the diftillerles in Nova Scotia 
and C^ebec, and the breweries of Spruce beer, 
there and at Newfoundland, and enable them 
to fell their ipirits as cheap as the Boftoq 
diftillers, it will be proper to take off th? 
one penny per gallon duty on foreign moi 
lafles, oqr Q\yii iflands furnishing but an in-, 
confiderable quantity, 

The United States having permiffion to fiih 
in all the bays and rivers of Newfoundland 
and Nova Scotia, great opportunity wiU be 
afforded them of fupplying our filhermen 
with their rum ; and indeed, with all foreign 
com-* 
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Commodities, which are cheaper than oursi 
the utmoft vigilance in our cruizers will, 
therefore, be neceflary to prevent any dealings 
between our fiftiing ihips and theirs ; but 
finuggiing is for from the greateft of the evils, 
which that article of the treaty is calculated 
ta bring upon us, as will appear from what 
I have ftated in the paper rcipeding the New- 
ibundland iifliery. 

No. XIV. 
2^ew Eftablijhmenis for the American Loyalifis. 

THE Brttifli dominions on the continent 
of America, being reduced to Nova Scotia and 
a ftrip of Canada ; it is matter of the moft 
ferious conlideration, how the country we 
poffefs, may be rendered moft advantageous 
to this nation, and retained as an appendage 
of it. Sad experience may have taught us, that 
without the latter confideration is made the 
chief objeft of our plans, our fuccefs in the 
former will be but precarious and temporary. 
The permanency of their connexion with this 
country fhould, therefore, be the ground of 
every'meafure refpefting our Colonies. The 
advan- 
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advantage to be derived from them fliould ixi 
the fecond otgeft of our attention, and their 
profperity to be encouraged only fo far as it 
may confift with thofc two ; for it would 
be much better to Iiave no Colonies at all, than ' 
not to have them permanently connected with 
this country, and fubfervient to the iftcreafe of 
its maritime ftrcngth and Commercial profpe- 
rity. Upon th^fe principles, the conftitutions 
or political regulations of the Colonics ought 
to be founded, and the greateft care and atten- 
tion ought to be taken to franie them properly, 
for the records of the Board of Trade cannot 
be ufed as precedents ; the leading motives of 
dll our ancient fettlements having been the in- 
creafe of our commerce only, without any at- 
tention to their permanent connexion with 
this country. It (houM, indeed, feem from 
the New-England Colonies Charters,, that the 
Miniflers who framed them, fo for from in- 
tending to retain thofe Colonies in a depen- 
dance on England, meant them as receptacles 
of all fubjeds who were or ftiould be difcon- 
, tented with the conftitution of this country, 
and wifhed to withdraw themfelves from it. 
If they had no farther views in planting thole- 
Colonies, their policy was fliallow and felf- 
I ifli, 
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illi, and if they looked forward at all to fu- > 
turity, they wanted wifdom to fecurc the ad- 
vantages they intended to confer upon it. But 
we who have fcen the confcqucnces of their neg- 
ligence or weaknefs, would be infinitely more 
culpable if we did not profit by our experience, 
and corredt, in the conftitutions of thofe Co- 
lonies which renWn to us, thofe vices which 
were interwoven or fprung up from the con- 
' ftitution of thofe which have revolted, and occa- 
(ioned their feparation from us. One would 
think it was no difficult matter to forefee that 
dffimilarity in reUgion would naturally pro- 
duce difference of (entiments refpefting po- 
litical, liberty, and that without epifcopacyor 
a clergy, confiding of different orders, and in- 
dependent of the laity, both in the exercife of 
their funftions, and for their fubfiftence, 
monarchy would not thrive. All religions and 
fe£ls were, however, fully tolerated in New- 
England, except the Roman Catholic and 
the national church, the only two which 
are governed by an Hierarchy. To correct 
this ^capital error, let us begin by eftahltjbing 
the church of "England in all Us forms^ an§ 
granting a fuU toleration to the Roman Ca- 
H thoUc. 
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means oF CKcluding Republicans, and drawing 
th6 Epifcopalians out of the Revolted Colo- 
nies into our own, and eftablifhing an evef- 
lafting barrier between them.* The whde 
country Ihould be divided into parifhes, and 
glebe lands fet apart in evety pafiih, and allor- 
tiients made fof fchoolmafters alfo i the pre- 
fentation to all benefices to be in the Gover- 
ilor, but thd vifitation, dlfcipUne, and fuf- 
penfion to be in the Blflibp ; the final removal 
, 111 the Governor and Council. The lands t6 
be granted fubjedt (6 a quit rent, but the Go- 
vernor authorized to declare, that as foon as 
the Legiflature fliall grant a permanent reve- 

* The AiccQcding admintAration, inflead of p^rfiiing 
thh plan with proper earneAnefs, fuffered the Americans 
to get the flart of thein, by forming an Epifcopal church 
lipon the model Of th^ Chufch of Etigland, and evert 
gencroufly affiled them to CounteraA tine great objeft 
of the plan, viz. The inciting the Epifcopalians who, 
except the Roman Catholics, are the only friends to 
monarchy in all America, to remove into the Britiih 
territories for the fake of living under the eflabliihment 

ff thar church, by paffing an aft for corifecrating three 
ifhops for thofe States, tfiany months before they fent out 
tie foil tary one to Nova Scotia; and feveral of the emi- 
grants, upon hearing what had been done, have a£tually 
gone back from Nova Scotia to the United States. 

1 nue 
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nue for the fupport of Government, the pro- 
duce of the quit rents will be given to be dif- 
poled of by them ; but in the mean time, 
grants to all Loyalifts to be difcharged of quit 
rents for ten years. 

Still further, to prevent the admiffion of In-. 
dependents, it Ihould be required of every 
perfon applying for land in any of the Colo-t 
nies, that he come before the Governor and 
Council, and make and fubfcribe a declaration 
in the following words : " I do promife and 
** declare, that I vvil} maintain and defend the 
** authority of the King in his Parliament, as 
•^ the fupreme Legiflature of this Province 
♦* in all cafes, taxation excepted,"* And it 
Ihould be inferted as a condition in the grant, 
that ^1 inhabitants who may come to the pof-r 
feffion of any part of the lands coptained in it, 
whether by purohafe or inheritance (except 
infents) (hould make aqd fubfcribe the fame 
declaration before a juftice of the peace, with- 
in twelve months after coming into poflcffion, 
and fhould regiiler it in the Secretaries office, 

* The ParliatDcnt has declared by an a£l, that it, 
ijtil^ i^ot impofe any taxes in the Colonies. 

H^ Oft 
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on pain of forfeiture of the lands to the Crowo. 
There is nothing in the prtfent conJiUution 
of Canada, that would obftrud thelc regula- 
tions, nor would there be any great difficulty . 
in introducing them into Nova Scotia ; and a. 
new province may, with much convenience 
and advantage, be formed out of the latter, as 
it now ilands bounded by Canada and tha 
United States. The Bay of Funday, and the 
Bay Vert^, almoft divide it into twp parts, 
and render the communication by land, bpi 
tweien that part which ^ies to the weft of 
thole Bays, with Halifax, extremely difficult. 
I would, therefore, propofc to draw a line 
acrofs the Ifthmus, leaving the country to the 
eaft of it, and the ilknd of Cape Breton a^ 
the Province of Nova Scotia, and ercQ: the 
country from the river St, Croix, to the Gfulph 
of St. Lawrence, and from the Line acrofs 
the lAhmus to the Line of Canada, into £\ 
new province, placing the feat of Govern- 
ment on the river St. John. No very poA- 
fiderable expence would attend this mcafure, 
as I prefume the civil offices would be given 
to fuch diftinguiihed Loyalifts, as have allow- 
ances from this country, and as die lands 
would 
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ipTO'ald tqcreafe in v^lue much fooaer^ and i3ie 
fettlement proceed inuch more rapidly, be- 
caule of the proxiini^ of die feat of Govemr 
ment, than if the country continued a part of 
Nova Scotia ; great numbers of LoyaliAs from 
the Northern States would take grants of 
lands there, as {bme compenfation for the lols 
of their cftates in the Revolted Provinces, and 
as the fame quit rent fhould be. relerved as is 
referved in Nova Scoti^ a revenue would arile 
in a few years equal to the charge of the Go* 
ycrnment. The eftabliihmeat of a military 
poD at St. Croix, as a frontier to the United 
States, which mufl take place, will naturally 
draw inhalntants to fettle under its proteftion. 
They will require a port of cotry and clear- 
ance, 4nd courts of juftice; and in a little 
^me, a feparatc Government will be found ne- 
i:ellaty ; but the confHtution mufl then be 
framed to the palates of the inhabitants, who 
from living fb long without Government, will 
|iave loft their loyalty and become repubhcans, 
and rather dilpofed to conned with the United 
States, than continue dependent on Great 
Britain. The country is now without inha- 
bitants, thole who will go there immediately, 
will be loyal and abhorrers of Republicaniim. 
They ' 
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*Thcy will gladly receive a Conftitution cal-. 
ealated to cherifli monarchical principles., aii4 
to reprefs republican ideas, and of a tendency to 
lund them to Great Brit^ ; »iid it yf'\]l be tb« 
feok of Adminiftration if fuch a Conftitution 
be not elUblifhed, as will rend«r their union 
TOth this country happy and , permanent. 
Where fo much good may arifc from the adop-- 
uxi of this propofition, and fa miKh evil may 
foBow from neglecting it, a fmall difference 
in expence ought not to fway the judgetrieat ^q 
decide againft it^ 

THE beft provifion in our power havipg- 
been made for the accommodation of the LiOy-; 
alifls of the northern States^ it is equally necefi 
&ry to fliew atteiitio^i to thofe of the lbuthern» 
efpecrally to thofe unfortunate people wh<x 
have fixed their refidence in Eaft FWida, frora^ 
whence they muft again remove. 

The only territory in the Britifh poffef-. 

iion that can accommodate them is the 

Bahama Iflands. The cliinate and culture 

they are ufed to, and are fuch as their 

^legroe^ 
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ft^grbes tfan be advantageoufly employed iri { 
Aiid It is of great importance to the fafety of 
our trading fhips from Jamaica, the Bay of 
Honduras, and even from the Leeward Iflands, 
that thofe iflands fllould remairt to Great Bri-- 
tain, and unlefs they are inhabited by fuch a 
number of loyal fubjefts as may be abli to re- 
fift any iudden attack, before fuccour can &t- 
rive from Europe, they rauft fall into the 
hands of the United States or the Spaniards, 
when any difpute happens with either. 

The foil of thele iflands has never been veiled 
in the Crown, but remains the property of the 
Lords Proprietors of Carolina, to whom it was 
ori^nally granted. An agreement was made 
with them half a century ago, but the purchafe 
money, 8000I. was never paid, nor the deeds 
executed. The purchafe fhould now be made 
and confirmed by an Aft of Parliament, and 
the vacant lands, of which there is a large 
quantity parcelled out amongft the fouthern 
Loyalifts, fubjeft to a reafonable quit rent. 
Exuma Sound, which is a fafe and capacious 
harbour, has a fufficient depth of water for 
ftiips of the line to ride in, which is a 
circumftancc of infinite importance both for 
* ofFenijc. 
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bfi^ce to our enemies and protection td imf 
own commerce ; for it is to be confidered that 
we have not now a fingle Britifh port between 
St; Ghriftopher's and Nova Scotia, to give pro- 
te^ion to a dilabled or feparated Weil^India 
ihip> to receive a captured enemy, or to be a 
ibtion for a cruiler; Bxuma ought there- 
fore to be inimediateij put in a condition fiiit- 
able to thofe purpofes^ 

fe xvi. 

jft the Court of St. James's the id of 
July, l^)^._ 



The Kmg*s Most Excellent Majesty 
in Council. 

WHEREAS by an Aft of Parliament 
pafied this feffion, intitutled, " An Aft for 
preventing certain inftruments from being re- 
quired from fhips belonging to the United 
States of America, and to give to his Ma- 
jefty, for a limited time, certain powers, for 
the better carrying on trade and commerce 
between 
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between the fubjeSs of his Majefty's domi^ 
nions and the inhaHtants of the fald United , 
States." It is amongft other things enafted, 
that during the continuance of the iaid A6:, 
it fliall and may be lawful for his Majefty in 
Council, by order or orders to be ifliied and 
published from time to time, to give fuch di- 
letSIons and to make fuch regulations with' 
refpe£t to duties, drawbacks or otherwife, fof 
carrying qix the trade and commerce between 
the people and territories belonging to the 
Crown of Great Britain, and the people and 
territories of the United States, as to his Ma- 
jefty in Council fhall appear moft expedient 
and falutary, any l^w, ufage, or cuftom to the 
contrary notwithftanding j his Majefty doth 
therefore, by and with the advice of his 
Privy Council, hereby or-der and direft, that 
pitch, tar, turpentine, hemp, and flax, mafts, 
yards and bowiprits, ftaves heading, tiinber^ 
boards, fhingles, and all other fpecies of lum- 
t)er ; horfes, neat cattle, Iheep, hogs, poul- 
try, and all other fpeoies of live ftock and 
live provilions ; peas, beans, potatoes, wheat, 
flour, bread, bifcuit, rice, oats, barley, and 
all other fpecies of grain, being the growth 
^p f rqdu'fl^on of any of the United States .of 
I Amerit^ 
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Americtt may (until further orders) be im-r 
ported by Britifii fubjeds in Britilh built fliip^ 
owned by his Majefty's fubjeds, and navi- 
gated according to law, . from any port of the 
United States of America, to any of his Ma- 
jefty's Weft India iflands ; and that rum, 
fugar, melafles, coffee, cocoa-nuts, ginger^ 
and pimento, , may (until further orders) b© 
exported by Britilh fubjefts in Britilh built 
flups, owned hy his Majefty's fubjefts, and 
navigated according to law, frotn any of his 
Majefty*s Weft India iilands, to any port or 
place within the faid United Statep, upon payr 
ment of the lame duties on exportation, and 
fubjeft to the like rules, regulations, iecurities, 
and reftri^lions, as the fame articles by law are, 
or may be fubjed and liable to, if exported tq 
any Britiih Colony or Plantation in America; 
and the Right Honourable the I^rds Com- 
miflionera of his Majefty's Treafury, and Lords 
Commiffioners of the Admir^ty, arc to give 
the neceffary direftions herein, as to them may 
refpeftively appertain. 



^ 
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No. XVll. 

Cofy of a Letter from Lord SackvILle W 
Mr. Knox. 

Stoneland Lodge, July 4, 1783. 

Dear Si K, 

I A M happy in hearing that youf plan 13 
adopted, and that the trade between the Illands 
and the States ia put upon the heft footing 
that the prelent circumAances would admit. 
Pf^as it ignorance or treachery that induced the 
late Minijiers to aM as they did in 'whete^rrc' 
iated to the commercial interejl of t hit country? 
1 didnot expe£k that the Cabinet would have 
proceeded with fo much firmnefs and vigour 
in preferring the intereft of Great Britain to 
that of America, fupported by the Weft India 
planters. I am perfuaded that whatever dte 
inclinations of the Minifters might have been, 
they would not have known bow to proceed 
had you not lent them your affiflance ; what 
you propofe for Canada ftrikes me to be right, 
provided you mean to keep that ^»rovincc. 
Lord Shelburne plainly intended it fhould be 
/ 2 ^vcn 
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^iven up, oir he would not have permitted 
Mr. Ofwald to have fettled fuch a boundary. 
Go on and do us ' all the good you can, and 
may every body be as fenfible of your merit 
as I am, is the fincere wifh of. 
Your faithful, 

humble fervant, 
SACKVILLE, 

No. XVIII. 

" Extra£i from the Minutes of the Lords of the 
Committee of Council for 'Trade. March 
i8, 1784. ■ 

Mr. KNOX attending, wds called in and 
defircd to give their Ldrdfhips any information 
;felling within his knowledge, relating to the 
fubjeft under confideration, and firft as to the 
titne when it might be expefted that fupplicS 
for the Weft India iflands irdght be deriv^ 
from Canada and Nova Scotia, Snd the mode 
of conveyance. 

Mr. Kilox faid, he had been the perfoh nvhs 
had fuggejifd the regulations contained in the 
•■ Olden in Council refpeSiing American trader and 

had 

1 
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had been employed in framing theJeveralorJers j 
that the objedions which were urged on behalf 
of the Weft India merchants had been all 
ftated to him, and had been fully confidered 
prior to the iffuing the order refpeding the 
trade between the Weft India iflands and the 
United States. 

TTiat it had been forefeen that ibrae imme- 
diate difficulty might arife from want of the 
fupplles which had been in courfe of coming 
down, that the war had interrupted them, hue 
they had found means to get fome fupplies by 
prizes, and others from this country ; th« the 
great point of confideration at that time (when 
the order was made) was, whether the fupplies 
proper to be alloived from the United States f 
Jhould be brought in American pips y or confined 
to Jhips belonging to Great Britain. The arti- 
cles intended to be permitted to be brou^t 
from the United States were, fuch as this coun- 
try or Ireland could not then fuppfy ; and the 
remaining Colonies in North America were 
not then in a condition to fupply. It was not 
judged necefiary to allow the import of then\ 
into the Weft India iflands infhips belonging /» 
the United States, uor waa.it apprehended i^esc 
would 
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would be any difficulty in obtwiing die fitp^ 
plies in ^ips belonging to Great Britain. The 
£>utheni States were then almoft entirely with- 
out fhipping of their own. Geof^ and GaJ 
rolina had been both in our pofleflkm, and 
upon their evacuation no flup^ tovAd be fap' 
pofed to be left to the inhabitants- The (hipJ 
ping belonging to Virginia and Maryland had 
been almoft entirely deftroycd by the expedi- 
tion to thci Gheafapeak ; theffame had happened 
to the fliipping belonging to Pennljdvania ut 
the Delaware ; and New York and the Jerfeys 
Would cert^nly be left in the fame fituation* 
when New York, ftiouki be evacuated by the 
King's troops. The New England States; 
therefore, were the only parts of the United 
States which were pofle0ed of fhipping, it 
could not therefore be fuppofed that the 
ibuthcrn States would refufe to fell lumber and 
provifons to Britijhjbips, becaufe the Ihips be- 
longing to the New England States were not 
permitted to carry them. If, however, from 
wvjjudden refiniment of the rcftraint rf their 
Jhips, they (hould form fome aflbciation to re- 
fufe to fell to the Britiih (hips, the owners of 
the Britiih fliips in the American leas were 
much in the habit of having douUe regifters, 

and 
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and would probably qualify themfelves asflii^ 
belonging to Americans^ by having owners 
refident in thole States. There were other 
methods alio of acquiring thofe fupplies, which 
it was expected would be put in praftice, if 
any diiiiculty arole of obtaining die fupplies 
fhe direft way. They could be obtained 
throu^ the foreign iflands, as they had been 
during the war ; and as by the former order 
jn Council, American fhips were permitted to 
bring the unmanufactured produce of the , 
United States to Great Briton, it would be 
very eafy for any fliip that intended to take a 
cargo to the Weft India iflands, to clear out 
for Great Britain; and as there was neither 
bond nor penalty to obUge her to perform 
the voyage according to her declaration, no 
inconvenience could follow from her altering 
her voyage, and going to the Weft India 
iflands. 

On theothcrhand, the tnjury to the navigation 
cf this country was apprehended to be fo great 
from permitting American Jhlps to come to our 
^eft India IJlands, that it was thought highly 
improper to allow it, rather than riik fome 
Imall inconvenience to the iflands by the re- 
Araint. 
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ftrainr.- The number of the Ihips which, a<s 
cording to the Cuftom Houie returns, annar 

' ally failed from North America to the Weft 
Indies (Fpreign and Britifh taken together) 
were ^bout ^oo iail of topiail veflels, and 
from 1 500 to 1 600 floops, the quantity of 
tonnage about { 1 2,OQp ton,, but the number 
of Hoops was pot fp great as the Cuftom Houfr 
accounts ftate it, by two thirds, as feveral made 
fhree voyages in the year, but the tonnage em- 
ployed in the trade is preclfely the iame. Vp~ 
ffli the queftion, whether the lame rule held 
Tvidi refpedt to th$ topiail vefleh ? It was an- 
fwered, that it does not to the fame extent. 
Being alke^ -yvhether an Epgliih (hip biiving ap 
American regifter, makfs the f^rne WRlidered 
as an American ihip ; or wheth^ 3, certaip 
proportion of American fai,lors is not alfo re- 
quired ? It w^s aqfwered^ they hay? never- in- 
quired into the hands by which the Yeflel is 
navigated. He laid, that from the quantity of 
tounage, the number of feamen may be cgm- 
puted, the ufual allowance being on^ majp 
to every 1 2 ton, which would give about 900P 

, feamen for the navigation of the whole number 
of thefe fhips, as ftated in the Cuftom Houfe ac- 
counts, that the proportion was greater in fma)I 
veflelSi 
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veflels than in large ; but two thirds being de- 
duced from the number of floops, the num- 
ber of feamen will be conHderably lefs. 

That it appears that the number of toplail 
Veflels that have arrived from the Weft India 
iflands in North America has been nearly the 
lame with the number, which have failed from 
thence for the Weft India iflands. 

The courfe of tht tfade with the Weft In- 
dia iflands is as follows : The principal Britiftt 
inerchants art concerned with houfes in the 
Weft Indies to whom they lend their flups, 
which carry out goods from hence, and who 
j>rovidfe cargoes of the Weft India produce t6 
load them home. Thefe ftiips are called j?rfft- 
bwJ Ihips, afid feldom or ever vary their courfe ; 
fcut there are many others who go to the W^ 
Indies to look for freight, and arc caMed Jeekers^ 
4n contradiftinftion to the ftationed (hipa. 
When wc exported grain tci Portugal and thfc 
fouthern parts of Europe, Madeira, and the 
African iflands, many of the (hips which car- 
ried the fame, when they had left their car- 
goes of grain, went oh to the Weft Indies to 
look for freight. The rtiips alfo which arri- 
K vcd 
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ViiJ thert from the coaft of Africa with ncgfoW 
wanted freight home. It often happened that 
freight was not to be had when thefe ihi^& 
arrived, . the merchants to whom the ihtp^ 
were conlighed, not being prepared to l(>ad* 
them, ; therefore to fave cxpence and preferve 
the ihips from bong eaten by the worms in the 
Weil Indian feas, of to avoid the hurricanes in 
that feaftm of the year, they toti on board af 
much rum, molaffes, and fugar, as wouM pay 
for a cargo erf* lumber and proviiions in North 
America, with which they rctiu*ned in time to* 
receive a cargo for Europe ; or if they wfere 
not certain of that, aftd they found 'afreight ii» 
North America for Europe, they took it fr«tt 
ihence. This trade would be almoft entirely 
prevented by permitting the Americans to 
Iwing their lumber and provifions down in theii* 
own ihif^ing, and confequently fo much injtf^ 
ry tvi>uld ^ife to the We^_ India trade ty cut- 
ting off thia refource from the feehrs, which 
might prevent fo many of them going out tft 
bring home their produce, which would occa- 
ficsi great lofs and diftref* to the firiall plan-' 
■lers. 

Mi*. 
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Mr. Ktiox being aiked his opinion, whedier 
the 700 topfail vellels, flated by him as caxty* 
sng on the trade between the Weft India iflands 
and the United States, are in general ihips. 
which belong to me fubjeds of Great Britain} 
relident in Great Britain i replied, that at the 
time lie fpoke of no dlftinftion was made be- 
tween fliips belonging to fubjefls of Great Bri- 
tain generally, or fubjeits refident in Great Bri- 
tain i but he believes many of them to be Jbipt 
employed by JubjeSii refident in Great Britain, 

Being aiked, whether the trade for freight 
was carried on to profit, between the Weft 
Indies and North Arnerica, as he Aated it ? &id, 
it was relattvtly profitable by giving employ- 
pient to fliips, which would have been other- 
wife unemployed, but it wOvld not have beca 
fc abftradedly, 

Bemg alked, whether the fliips to which he 
•lludes, were employed in the general trade of 
the country,- or confined to that carried on be- 
tween America and the Weft Indies ? believes 
many of them were employed in the general 
tirade of this country. 

• Kx Be- 
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IWepgalfced, whether he imagines, tliat if 
jiberty was given to the United States to inU 
port their lumber into the Weft Indies in their 
ewnjh'tps, it would diminifti the navigation of 
Great Britain ? Suppofes it would very macbj ef- 
pecidly as the United States 'would probably maki 
navigation laws in their own favour^ 

Being a&ed, whether the fliips which h« 
had ftated to arrive fomotimes in the iflands be- 
fore the crops of fugar were ready, and th« 
merchants prepared to load them, if they ha4 
not made the intermediate voyage to America, 
would not, while waiting for their loading-, . 
have laid upon demurrage ? rcfJied, they art 
tained would if . chartered i hut ii feekers, they 
•mould have lam at the owners expence^ 

Being alked, if he doe^ not apprehend that 
the North Americans would make ufe of the 
ftme artiflce to get their veflels regiftered in 
our iflands, in order to cover the property of 
them, that he fuppofes we may do with re- 
JpetS to our veflels in the ports of the United 
States? faid, he apprehended fo, if Government 
did not take meafures to prevent them. Is of 
i^inion that if the rejlridiion had not ^ been laid 



T,Goo(^le 



[ «9 ] 

^pon jlmerican pipping, the fouthem States ha^ 
ving no ihipping of their own, would prota* 
\Ay have lent their Jlag to French, Dutch, and 
Danilb Ihips ; by which the trade ivould have 
been carried «n, and it would have been an In- 
ducement te the traders of thofe natiens to have 
formed eonne£ilons with, the fubjeits of the Uni- 
ted States, highly prejudicial to the irfdf oj^thl^ 
country. 

Behigafked j whether he does not think that 
if Britifh veffels were prevented from trading 
between the Weft India iflands, and the ports 
of the United States, and, we Ihould be forced 
to take our fupplies from the foreign iflands, 
we fhould not fufFer nearly as much in our na- 
vigation, as if we opened our Weft India port* 
to the fhips of the United States ? repUed, he 
apprehends we fhould y^r the prefenty but that 
the confequences would not be ultimately fo 
prejudicial. Is of opinion, that there remain* 
to Great Britain in North America, afuficieta 
fountry tofupply the Weft Indies with almoft every 
firtlcle which Is now permitted to be broughtfrom 
the United States, and when that country is 
brought to ajiate of maturity, thofe articks may 

U 
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/tf badcbeaper from thencet than they couid hav§ 
been thr$ugb tbf intervention of th( foreign 
{flands. 

The qucftion being afked, in caTe the Unl'* 
ted States (hould (hut their ports to Britifh ve^ 
fela, does he apprehend it to be poflibl?, bf 
<^)ening foroe free port nearer to the United 
States than the foreign iflarids, to fepure the 
trade of provifions and lumber to the fubje«£la 
of Great Britain } replied, be b^s mt the Itq/i 
doubt of it I for whatever may be their intea^ 
tlon, either as feparate States, or as uiiited un-> 
der the congrefs, the eaereive power of their 
Governments \% Jofeehtey and the general inte~ ■ 
rejis of the inhabitants fq dtreSly ^gain/i fuch a, 
reflraint^ that he does not appjehaid it would 
to pc£ible tQ prevent veffels coming to fuch 
free port, if the fame lay convenient, We 
iiave feet>, that during the bittemefsi of the 
war, when they had much more coercive 
force, and the whole country vras in armi 
againfl Great Brlratn* even then they could 
not reftrain veflels from coniing with fupplies 
tp our iflands, "Hiey will have a ftrong im- 
pulfe from the circumftance of our fettkmenrj 
in Nova Scotia to fupply us, and prevent" our 
4 CQa-> 
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. <Pon(im(lg our rcfort for fupplics ' entirely "W 
Nova SCotia and Cana4a. The northern States 
ttre exceedingly jealous of ouf fettlements up- 
on the river St. John, from whence we may 
draw fupplies of lumber fufficiant for our 
Weft tndia iflands for many years ; and in re^* 
gard to Canada, it has already reeovcred lb 
much from the devaftations of the war, thai 
in the laftyear that province ient down fup'* 
plies of beef and mutton to Newfoundland lU 
the rate of two pence per pound, tnd alfo 
tarcad baked at Quebec, the quantity as much 
As they wanted, and promifcd that this year 
they would fupply them in muCh larger 
quantity, and at cheaper rate. There came 
two North American Ihips with goods and 
provifions to Newfoundland, and Colonel Prin- 
gle, commandant at that time, refuted to let 
them deliver their cargoes, and he received the 
thanks of the trading part of the inhabitants iot 
ib doing* 

The queftion being aflted, fuppofing the 
tJnited States fliould, in refentment for this 
teftriftion prohibit, or lay high duties upon 
Britiih manu^^QreE imported into the coun^ 

tries 
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tries belonging to die fiid Stares, does he ap^ 
preheiid thay could enforce fuch prohibitionj 
to the material detriment of this country ? 
Does mt appreiand th^ could by any means en^ 
force fttcb prohibition:, if inclined to ds it \ for 
notwithftanding the refufal of their vellels to 
trade to oUf Weft India iflands has been uni»- 
Verfally known through all the United States^ 
the orders froih thence for our manufaftures 
are at this time greater than at any period of 
the former peace. And if they were inclined 
to enforce it^ does not imagine they could fmd 
means. They were not.abk to dt> it in the height 
of the war. The United States have now but 
little trade with any other nation of Europe, 
\vho have all refufed to fend them out more 
goods ; the underwriters fay, there are no 
more (hips going from Holland or France, and 
thofe which have gone lately^ had fupercargoes 
with orders to difpofe of their cargoes, only 
for value to be paid immediately, which not 
being able to find, fome returned without break- 
•ingbulk. Beingalked his opinioh as to the effect 
of opening a free port, faid* that a free port 
in the neighbourhood would certainly facili- 
late the introdutlion df fuppUps. And upoft 
the queftion, what port or ports it might be 

moil 
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mofVadnTable toopen ? replied, an ifland tiiat 
is without produce of its own, and well cir- 
cumdanced in refpe^ to local fituation and 
harbour, conceives no utility whatever in open- 
ing a free port in Nova Scotia, In the firft 
place, it lies very much out of the way of 
the trade between the Weft India ifknds and. 
thoie American States from whence we could 
wifti to bring the produce. The articles that 
might be brought from the United States near 
tp fuch free port, would certainly interfere 
very much with the produce and cultivation of that 
country which we wifb to promote. A free port 
upon a continent could not be guarded in the 
fame manner as upon an ifiand, and it would 
be the means of introducing through the ports 
of the United States fucb fore^ti produce and 
manufaSiures as would come cheaper than thafe 
cf the Britifb dominions. Is of opinion, that it 
would not be advantageous to encourage let- 
tiement, and the cutting lumber in the pro- 
vince of Maine, by the fubjefts of the United 
States, by opening a free port for the recqj- 
tjoij of it in Nova Scotia, Being aflted his 
ppjnion as to the diftrefs the iflands are faid to 
labour under, for want of fupply of lumber ? 
Tppprehends, that the dijlrefs will be very tempo- 
L rary^ 
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rary, fcveral faw mills being already erefled 
in Nova Scotia, and preparations made for 
fupplying lumber fi»m thence, Does not 
know, whether the iflands have received thrar 
fiipplies for this year. Being aflted by what 
means the French iflands were fupplied? £iid, 
they were fupplied in great part from th? 
wine caiks fcnt out, which are eafily con- 
verted into caiks for fugar ; that the French 
iflands grow much better timber for building, 
than can ,be had from America, The con* 
fumptbt^ of lumber in the foreign iflands is 
very fmall i[) proportion tp the demand Soi it 
in ours, 

The queftion being aflted, whether, fliould 
the prohibition continue which prevents tho 
North Americans carrying m cpmmerce with 
our fugar iflands in their own bottoms, the 
iflands might not without hazard, and upon 
moderate terms, be fupfidied with lumber an4 
pEOvifiona f apprehends they might, tjpea'alfy if 
the Bermudas is ere&ed into a free port. 
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2^d March £784^ 



William Knox^ Efq. being called in, and 
Befired to give their Lordfhips his opinion 
Upon the two foflowing qucftions, viz. * 

Whether if the whole, of any part of the 
tJnited States, fhouM prdiiHt the ftiipping of 
this country from loading in their porta with 
Ihe produce of the faid States, or (hould lay 
fi) feigh a tonnage duty upon Briti(h flii|^>ing 
&3 to amount to a prohibation, fuch a meafure 
Vinould not materially aifeft the navigation of 
this* Country to America, and prevent this 
country from being the entrep6t trf" the product 
of the faid States ? and. 

Whether m fuch cafe the conamerce of this 
Eountiy would not materially fuffer by being 
no lon'jer the place where the fubjeiSs of the 
faid States would make up their ailbrtments of 
goods for the American markets ? iaid, he 
tioei not apprehend that a meafure' of that kmd 
would be generally adopted by the States^ as it 

* Thefe two quefVtons appear to have been framed 
by Mr. Atkinfon. 

L, 2 would 
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Vfotdd he fo extremely prejudicial to their ffWn 
interejiy not by the ibuthem States efpecially* 
who have very bulky commodities to e:^rt» 
and have but little fliipping of their own, and 
this country is the beji market or place of fate for 
a confiderahh part of their produSs^ and the corti- 
modities luhicb they "want mofl^ they can only have 
from this country. But if from refentment for 
not permitting their Ihipping to be received in 
our Weft India iflands, or if by way of threat 
to this country, to induce us to receive their 
ihipping, they ftiould pafs afts or refolves to 
prohibit intercourfe with this country ; he 
apprehends they would find it very difficult to en- 
force the execution of them ; as even during the 
ivar, the' commodities and manufaSures of this, 
country found means to get thither. Should 
they, however, find means oS preventing it en~ 
iirely, it certainly would be prejudicial to the 
commerce of this country. 

At the end of the firft day's examination, 
I gave an accoxmt of the regulations I had fug- 
, gefted, and Lord North had adopted and di* 
refted to be carried into execution, while he 
was Secretary of State, refpefling our remain- 
ing territories in North America ; when Lord 
Effingham 
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Effingham alked me, if it was not to be ap- 
prehended, that the reilridions I had propoied 
upon the grants of lands in Canada and NovA 
Scotia, would prevent the coming in of irt- 
habitants to thofe Colonies ? to which J An* 
fwered, that my objed was to hep out the JR£* 
publicans of the United States, many of whom, 
1 was fare, would foon be out of humour with 
their new Governments, and diJpofed to comd 
tinder ourS, but that I wiflied to have no in- 
treafe of fuch fubjeSli in our Colonies ; and 
fome of the Lords faying, there was no like- 
lihood of that happening ; I added, that if 
the plans I had formed, and the meafures I had 
. fuggefted, wet« fully executed and adhered to, 
I would rilk my credit with their Lordlhips upon 
feeing, in the fpace of a dozen years, feveral of 
rhe Uruted States anxloufly delirous of beingre- 
ftored to the privileges of Bfitifh fubje^s. A 
loud converfation immediately took place, 
which Lord Hawkefbury (then Mr. Jenkin- 
fon) put an end to by faying, they were got 
out of order, for thofe matters had nothing to 
do with the fubjed referred to them; and I 
was told I might withdraw. 

No.' 
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No. XIX. 

Safins for tefoi^ing the entire Provide ^ 
South Cari>lina to the Kiag't Peaecy with 
Anfwtri to the ObjtBions madt to tt 

1 T is objo^tecJ, that by reftbriiig the whold 
province to peace, the prohibitory law will loft; 
its force over thofe parts whicK are in rebellion, 
as well as thofe which are in the pofleflion of* 
the King's troops, confequently their trading^ 
veflels will not be Irable to Capture by the King's 
fliips, at lea{l they will not be intitled to thena 
after condemnation, which will take away the 
incitement of intereft for watching them i and 
that the removal of the laws of the province 
will alio be a hindrance to military c^erations* 
by fiibje^ng the troops to the civil authorityj 

In anfwer to the firft part of the objeftiom 
it is to be obferved, that the port of George* 
Town is the only one in South Garolina noC 
in pofleflion of the King's troops, and its bar 
is fo ihallow that a fmgle armed veflel fl:atione<f 
within It can obflru£t all its trade* The next 
port to it in North Carolina (Cape Fair) is ire 
our hands, and every one to the fouthward, 

fo 
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(b that its utility to the rebels' couW not tft 
great, even if it was left open ; befidcs the law* 
oi trade would be fufficient to prevent any 
foreign Ihipping coming into it by fubjedting 
them to confifcaiion, and to prevent any going 
put without proper Cuftom-Houfe clearances, 
Georgia is a cafe in point, for although Sa- 
vanna only is occupied by the King's troops, 
and the whole province has been reftored to 
peace, and a rebel force aftuaUy within it, no 
trade has been attempted from any of itsodier 
portSf' 

Whatever force there is in the other part of 
the objeftion, militates agairjft itfelf. The 
obje«a of the war is the recovery of the conn- 
iry by reconciling the inhabitants. The troops 
being und^r no controul of civil authority, 
plunder and opprefs all indifcriminately, an4 
no redrefs is to be had by the moft lqyal« 
more than the moft rebellious; none, there- 
fore, have encouragement to become loyal, 
and thQfe who are ib hav? refentment to urga 
diem iijto rebellion : all accounts from Caro* 
liua agree in reprefenting this to be the cafe 
at prefent. But the laws when in force lyill 
make a proper diftinaion ; they will protcil 

the 
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fte loyal fubjea from the rapacity of the fol- 
dter, becaufc he can appeal to them for juftice; 
while the difloyal miift fuffer without redrefs, 
becaufe he dare not fubjeft himlelf to their 
suchority by claiming it. Hence will arife a. 
ibtng motive for fuhmifnoa, as ^rote£tion will 
certainly follow it. 

Btit on the other hand, the advantages of 
reftoring the whole province to peace are pa- 
fitive and great. The firft is the removing all 
jealoufy of our intentions to govern them by 
a military force. The fecond is the amung 
Government with the powers" ^ven by the 
laws for punifhing rebellion or treafou, by coiIt 
filcating the cftates of the perpetratcw^ and 
mfli<aiag capital pumfhment oh themlelvcs, 
iailead of the ridiculous ceremony ef taking 
paroles, or treating as prifoners of war and 
exchanging them as fuch. All revolters will 
he liable to lofe their eftates if they efcape, 
^d if taken, to lofe them alio and fuffer aa 
ignominious death. The revival of the militia 
laws will increafe the military force fbr the 
defence oi the province. The inhabitants 
cannot now be called out in arms, but fubjeft 
to military commandand difcipUnc, which they 
2 abhor. 
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Ubhor. Tkeir own militia officers^ kiid the 
authority given them by the laws of the pro- 
vince, are what they have been accnftomed to 
obey, and they will readily ferve under them 
again. Georgia could not have refifted the 
attacks made upon it fince it was firft recovered, 
if the militia laws had not been made of force 
by reftoring the province to peace. But the 
greateft of all advantages remain to be men- 
tioned ; the calling an aflembly. The part of 
the province within the ports, if members 
were only called from them, would be deemed 
a partial reprefentatiori. The parts beyond 
them contain as loyal inhabitants aa thofe 
within ; for it was not the dilpofition of the 
people, but the convenience of communication 
with Charles Town, that determined Lord 
Rawdon in placing his pofts. If there be not 
A rebel force to prevent the loyal inhatritants 
from aflembling, they will generally eleft rc- 
prefentaiives, and none will be elected or 
would come if they were elefted, except Loy- 
alifts ; for none elfe will obey the King's writ, 
or expofe themfelves to the oppration of the 
laws by coming to Charles Town. If none 
come, the charge of a partial reprefentative 
will be obviated, and if any come they wili 
M be 
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be loyal ; for both the eleftors and elet^ed, by 
obeying the King*s writ, renounce indepen- 
dence. 

The other advantages refpeSing trade and 
police are Co obvious, that they need not be 
-pointed out. 

No. XX. 
Stoneland, Aug. '^tb, 178a 
Dear Sir, 
I H O P E Nefv Ireland continues to em- 
ploy your thoughts : the more 1 think of • 
Oliver, for governor, the more I like hiai^ 
The more difficult taflt will be to look forward 
to the proper fyftem of government, for the 
whole of that immenfe continent. 1 wilh 
you could pafs two or three days here, that wc 
might endeavour to prepare fome plan, for the 
conlideration of the Cabinet. I dread nothing 
fo much as the hurrying out of this war, before 
we are prepared for peace. 

GEO. GERMAINE. 

* Chief Joftic* of Maffaclwifet's Bay. 

1 No. 
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No. XXI. 

^Ug. lUhf 1780. 

^HE King approves of the plan:* yott 
will be fo good to prppafe what is proper for 
the Board of Trade. He li^es Oliver for go- 
vernor, fo it may be c^ered him. He approves 
pf I^eonard for Chief Juftice. 

GEO. QERMAIN^ 

No. XXII. 

Dray f on, Jan. ly?, 1781. 
Dear Sir» 
I RETURN you the letters. extra£ls, 
&c. What you f^y to * * * is ib well con-i 
ne£led with what he will have already received, 
that it muft convince thofe who may read the 
correfpondence, fiat ive bave ever hfidinvie'vi} 
ff fettlement in the Chefapeakt 0nd have never 
filtered our opinion fihuf it, * * * , * * 

J return you many thanks for the diipatoh yoi; 
* f^\ i,h,^ New P^Qvince to be called. N^w Irelan<)^ 
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have given to fo much bufinefs in fq IhciK ^ 
time, aiid for the^ clear and able manner ii^ 
which you have executed it. , 

pEO. GERMAINE. 

No. xxin. 

^ali-Mall, Nov. \^ih, ij%g. 

Dear Sir, 
I . A M obliged to you for the Canada precU.^ 
I have now all the information I want. I am 
greatly concerned at the lofs you have had ; I 
hope you will not ftay at home and give way 
to melancholy ideas; if your funnily fhould ■ 
haye the misfortune to lofe you, I am Jure 
your fervices entitle them to the favor of Govern-^ 
'f^nt. 

I am. 

Very fii^cerely, your's, 

GEO, GERMAINIJ. 
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Iiy the Chun:h of England; and an Attempt to recotKileiheDo^rinet 
of the Angels Apoftafy and perpetual Punifliment, Man's Fait Mid 
Redemption, and the Incarnation of the Son of God, to our Concep- 
tions of the Divine Nature and Attributes. By a 'LAYMAN of the 
CHURCH of ENGLAND, late an Under Secretary of State. To 
ivhich is added, the Journals of the American Convention, appointed 
to frame an Ecclefiaftical Conftitution, price 3a. in Boards. 
* The Book of COMMON PRAYER anJAdminiftration of the 
Sacrament, and other Rites and Ceremonies, as Revifed and Propofed 
to the Ufe of the Proteftant Epifcopal Church, and Convention of 
the laid Church in the States of New York, New Jerfcy, Pennfyl- 
vania,' Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and South Carolina, held at 
Philadelphia fmin September 2;, to Oftober 7, 1785, price 4*. in 
Boards. ' 

THREE TRACTS refpeairg the Converfion and Inftruaioo 
of the FREE INDIAN and NEGRO SLAVES in the Colonies, 
addrefled to the Venerable Society for propagating the Gofpel ia 
Foreign Parts, writteu 1^68, By WILUAM KNOX, Efq. A 
new Edition, price is. 

■ The t-ARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; or aHiftory of the Pro- 
ceedings and Debates of the Lords and Commons, during the pref«ic 
JielTion of Parliament ; containing an accurate Account of tlie inofb 
interefting Speeches and Motions — accurate Copies of Refolutions, 
Bills, Protefts, Letters, and Papere laid before Parliament. 

*,* At the Defire of feveral Perfoni of diftinguifhed AbilitiM 
and Rank, this Work was undertaken. The favourable Reception 
it has met with during the two laft and prel'ent Parliaments, not only 
demands the moft grateful Acknowledgments of the Editors, but en- 
courages them to profeciite a Continuation of the fame, during the 
prefent Parliament. For this Purpofe, and to prevent Mifreprefen- 
tation, they beg Leave again to foiicit the Affiftance of all their for- 
iner Friends, and every other Gentleman. A rtriift Attention will 
be paid |o all their Commands and Favours j nor will any Affiduitir 
(ir Care be Wanting to preferve that Tnith and Accuracy for nhich 
rliis V/oik has hitherto been diftingurilietl. 

■-■■■•-■■ ^ ' Of 
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NEW PUBUCATIONS pnaied for J. DETOfiTif . 

OF whom may be bad, 

The PARLIAMENTARY REGlSTja of ti^ Laft. Seffioo in 
Two large Votumcs 8vt>. price 19s. in Beards. 

The PAKUAMENTARY REGISTER from |be Gaieni Stu* 
tiooiD 1780 to 1784, ii>¥ouiteen Voliuiiej, pnccr jl, ^. half bound 
aad lettered. 

The P.\RUAMENTARY REGISTER, from thp Gpicral Eicc, 
tioD in 1764, lo 1788, in Ten Voliujies, price Jiftlf botud 

iuid lettered. 

The UFE <rf FREDERICK It Ute KING of PRUSSU ;, to 
whk^ are added, Oblmaucau, Autheotic Docwnoiti^ and a Vir 
nets of Anecdoice, Tranflated itota the Freiichi ia Two large. 
Vulumei 8vo. price 14s. in Boardi. 

MEMOIRS of the Ute WAR in ASIA. Tii« CdmpUer iif :tkefi: 
llemoirt, b jin Addreij prefixed to tbc firfl EditJiv, declared, ^af 
if any llung had been omitted or iofened, injurious to any tntm, aa/c 
ther means nor indioation were waDtinj^ on tus part, to atake (fate 
Tcparaiion. This he would have done, at his expeuce, even with? 
outencQurageroent to publifli a fecood Edition. The quidtialcmd 
continued deipaud for the Memoin, enaUet bjm to pay due hodHgC 
io the ^aufci withoiU making a facrifige to jufitke. Vaiioua ohiwu^ 
nkatioRs recdved from known and unknotra baodt (thoft; (ronth^ 
hut^ authenticated by inconteiHble vouchers) have eoabied him to 
corred feveral errors, to fupply fome impprtact omiSong,, asd, on 
thenhote, to give a more accurate, ai well as intereHing account of 
[be War in Alia, from 17&0, to 1784, than that wluch 11 cootaiued 
in the flrft Edition. A new ^itiou improved, in One {at^ Volunie 
(Ivo. price 73. 6d. in Boards. 

LETTERS writren in Holland, in September and 0£^)ber, ii?;. 
By THOMAS BOWDLEB, p(q. F. R. S, and S. A. to whi^ a 
added, a Colleton of Letters and other important Paper* rebtive tQ 
thcjpurney of the Frincels of Orange in June 1787, iliuflrated vidl 
Mzp^ of Marches of the Pru^an Army, and of ,the Country.jtear 
Aiirfterdam. The Second Edition, To ^hich is prefixed an Introi. 
du^tJMi. Pra%{>. ui Boards. 

*\t Thejlntrbdiiftion may be ^ad leparate to accomipodtf^Hlie 
Purcliafeis of the Firft Edition, price 6d. 

The MICROCOSM, a t*erio<fical Work, By GJ^GORY GRIf-j 
flH, of rthc Cotiege.of Eton. Xhe Second Ediuqa,. (:o[i^te in 
One Volume Syo. price 6a. in llo»Yb. 

A free TllAN^JLiATION of the PREFAC£ to BEIXENDE- 
NUS, xioncaioing anin>ated $tiu6turef ooi the Great ^liticalChRract 
ters of the Pre^I.Titiie, price as. 6d. inBoardsv , ,', , ^ 

"Annnadverfiona on the POUTICA^. PART (rf.Uw fjt^ja. 
^U^^PENU\ BfKe li. M. "' : j ■ .■ 
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!5EW PUBUdAtlONS |Kinted fcr J. DEBRfeTt; 

Confideratlong on the WAR with the Turk). Tranflated from dui 
f rencb of Monfieur de VOLNEY, price as. 6d. 

The Speech of Monfieur NECKAR, at a Meeting of the AflcmbtT 
of the NOTABLES at Vcrfaillei, November 6, iy«8, to which w 
added, the Speechei of the King and the Keeper ot Seals. Tranf* 
lated from the French, price is. 6d. 

Mr. NECKAR's REPORT to Hii Moft Chrifthm Majefly ia 
Council, announcing important Changes in the Frendi Govemmenrr 
price IS. fid. 

A Colleaion of Scarce and Intcrefting TRACTS, written by 
Peribna of Eminence, upon the molt important Political and Com- 
mercial Subjedi, during the Yean 1763, '76+1 'T^j, 1766, 1767, 
1768, 1769, and 17701 in 4 vols, price il. 4s. in Boai'da. 

An Hi ftoricai Relation of the Origin, Progreft, and final Diflblution 
of the Government of the ROHILLA AFGANS, in the Northern Pnv 
vioces of Hindofian, Compiled from a Perhan Manufcript and othef 
original Papers. By CHARLES HAMILTON, Efq. an Officer in 
the Service of the Honourable Eaft-India Company on the Bengal 
Efiablifhmcnt. The Second Edition, illtiftrated with a Map of l^i^ 
doftaA elegantly engraved, price 6s. in Boards, 

An Explanation of the MISTAKEN PRINCIPLE on whi<* the 
COMMUTATION ACT was founded; and the Nature of ihtf, 
Mifchiefs that mult follow from a Perieveraace in jt, in a Second Ad- 
dress to the Public, from THOMAS BATES ROUS, Efq. price 

An ENQUIRY mto the SITUATION of the Ea* India Company,, 
fixMn Papers laid down before the Hoiifc of Commons in the Years 
1787 and 1788. By GEORGE CRAUFURD, Efq. price 39. 

The REAL SITUATION of the Eaft India Compar^eonfidcrcd, 
with refpeft to their Rights and Privileges ; with an Appendix, con^ 
taming origitud Papers, relative to the Proceedings of the Cowt oif 
DireAors and the Right Hcoioitrable Commiflioners for the Affiuri 
of India. By GEORGE TIERNEY, Efq. Second Edition." 
price as. 

A Comparative Statement of the TWO BILLS for the better Go- 
vernment of she Britifh Pofleffiona in INDIA, broiight into yariia- 
ment by Mr. FOX and Mr. PITT, with Expian'atbry Obfervatious, 
by R. B. SHERIDAN, Efq, A New F^irtorv price is. 

OBSERVATIONS upoti the late NATION-AL EMB-'VRRASS* ■ 
MENT, and the PROCEEDINGS in PARLIAMENT relative to 
the &me. By JOHN LEWIS DE LOLME, LL. D. Price Is. 6d. 

Authentic Copies of Mr. PITT 's LETTER to His Royal High-" 
nefs the ERINCE of WALES, and of His ROYAL HIGHNESS'* 
JlEPLY, price 6d. 

*j,* Very inaccurate Copies of the Conimtintcation madr by Mr. 
Ru to His Royal Highnefs the Prince rf Walei, on the 30th Decem- 
ber 
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. NEW PUatTC^tXt^^ifttcd for J. DEBREti*. 

btr Ia$,' and of Hi* Royal Hi jhhtYs'S fcrfi; lUWis appeared m the 
Dnily'P.-'r,i.,- it fe tliovight-a Relpefr *.,_>nT?:cI^'b".ic, lo lay beforfe 
theiiiacorreftXronfcnptof Aoiii^n^' '■'. 'tPppM-a. 

TWO LETTERS ffom nr T? <ili. \Tt.IiMAN io London W 
the People ot-lrelsiid on the i.in-.;tarioii of" the Regenn", price 2s;6d. 

COPY of tlie DECLARATION fiibfciibcd bv tiie Members df 
Admirullr9tion, and now propofed for Siibferiptioil to the Countie* 
and Bodica Corporate of Great Britain, prkc is. 

A letter to the Right Honourable WILLIAM PITT; bn flic U- 
' mitation of the Regent's Amhority, price 6d. ' 

REPORT of the COMMITTEE of the HOUSE of COMMONS 
apnointed to Examine the PHYSICIANS who hate attended His Ma- 
jefty during his Illiiefa, touching the Tnefent State of Ifis Majeftv't 
Health, January 13, 1789; Containing the Examinations of f>r. 
Warren, Sir Ltitaa Pepys, Dr. Reynolds, Sir George Bakerj Dr. 
Giiborne, and Dr. Willis, price is, 6d. 

AnlMPARTIALREVlEWoftheprefent GREAT QUESTION, 
price IS, 

A DlAI,OGUB oh the REGENCY- Third Alitwlf, price 6d. 

Detached HINTS upon the QpESTION w its lirefctfi Pofture. 
Second Edhinn, piicc 6d. 

THOUGHTS on the prefent Proccetlingj of -the HOUSE of 
COMMONS. Second Edition, prke \a. 

r REFLECTIONS on the FORMATION of . a HEGEffe?, in a 
Letter to a Member of the Lower Houfe of P^rlj^ent. Second 
^iti<»), price ts. 

, Ail ADDRESS ts thofc CITIZENS, who in their Public and 
Private Capacity refilled the Claim of the iattf Houfe 6f Commons^ 
to Nominate the Miilifters of the Crown. The Second Edition, 
price 6d. 

An ANSWER to the Con fide rati ims on the Eftahliffunent 'of a 
RE*llENCY. The Fourth Edition, price i». * 

ARGUMENTS concerning the Conftiiutional Right of Parlia- 
ment lo appoint a REGENCY. The Second Edition, price (s. 

REPORT of die LORDS' COMMITTEE appointed to Exaitunc 
the PHYSICIANS who have attended his'Majeliy dtu-Jng his I!!nds, 
tonching the State of his Majefty's Health, price is. 

A COLLEjCTION of the mcft efteeroed EAST IKTJTA 
■ TRACTS, ivhichwereprintcdduringtheYears 1780, 1781, ijSt, 
ly^ii and 1784. ■ . ■ 

In this 'Collsiftion are contiined, among other valuable Tracfs, 
Mr, Haftti>g9'« Letter ; Major Scott's ContUift of th Miniftcr; Mr. 
Burke's Repretcntation to his MaieJty; The Ninth and Eleventh 
Rcpons of the Scle^ Committee '; AU in the Wrong ; Rctrofpeo- 
tive View of the M^iliratta War j Genuine iVIemoirs of Afiaticus ; 
Tanjore Papers ; Miljor Scott's Spcccli ; Mr. Cotsford's J.-ctten( 
Deteflor's Letteis -, Pop'Uar Topics, SiC. &c. tec. in Six Volumes. 
--" c ii, zi. haii bound and kttcred. ^ 
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